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Public official loses plea  
 Woman Labour Ministry official was sentenced to one year for embezzlement 

TDT | Manama 

A senior official in the Min-
istry of Labour convict-
ed of embezzlement has 

had her sentence upheld. 
The defendant, a manager 

with a department in the min-
istry, has been sent to trial over 
accusations of pocketing around 
BD23,000 after she was assigned 
to collect money from Bahraini 
citizens, who had received the 
financial support, despite being 
ineligible. 

The mistake was attributed 
to wrong identification of ben-
eficiaries by the department, 
according to sources. 

According to court files, the 
woman was referred for inves-
tigations after she failed to hand 
over all the money returned to 
her to the finance department at 
the ministry.  

“Some of the citizens were 
paid the financial support be-
tween the years 2014-2016, al-
though they weren’t eligible to 
receive it. They were asked to 

return the funds, and the de-
fendant was responsible for col-
lecting the amount from them,” 

a source close to the case said, 
“The ministry was supposed to 

receive BD38,065, but there was 
a missing amount of BD23,390,” 
the sources added. 

The woman reportedly re-
turned BD14,675 when she was 
put under probe. 

Nevertheless, her case was 
reported to the Public Prose-
cution, and she was put on trial 
on embezzlement charges. 

She was sentenced to one year 
behind bars and was ordered to 
settle the embezzled amount.

The ministry was 
supposed to 

receive BD38,065, 
but there was a 

missing amount of 
BD23,390. 
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Grand celebrations  
at Hindu temple 

• The event will take 
place at the temple 
premises in Manama 
from 10.30 am to 
11.30 am, according 
to organisers.   

TDT | Manama 

Under the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, the King 

Hamad Global Centre for Peace-
ful Coexistence and the Manag-
ing Committee of Shreenathji 
(Shree Krishna) Hindu Temple 

will organise a grand celebration 
today, commemorating 200 Years 
of establishment of the ancient 
and iconic temple.

 The temple was established 
in 1817 by the Thattai (Bhatia) 
Hindu Community with the 
blessings of the Royal Family of 
the Kingdom.  

It holds the distinction of be-
ing the first and oldest temple in 
the Gulf countries and has been 
catering to the needs of the large 
Hindu expatriate community 
since centuries.

The event will take place at 
the temple premises in Manama 
from 10.30 am to 11.30 am, ac-
cording to organisers.   

Bahrain deplores US 
move on Golan Heights 

Manama 

Bahrain expressed its regret 
over the United States’ 
recognition of the Syrian 

Golan Heights as an Israeli ter-
ritory in a move that disrupts 
all efforts aimed at achieving a 
lasting peace in the Middle East.

 “Bahrain affirms its unequiv-
ocal position in recognising the 
Golan Heights as Syrian Arab 
territory occupied by Israel in 
June 1967 as stated by the reso-
lutions of the UN Security Coun-
cil,” said the ministry’s statement 
issued yesterday.

The ministry stressed the need 
to abide by the resolutions of in-
ternational legitimacy, calling for 
concerted efforts to end Israel’s 
occupation of the Syrian Golan 
Heights and to withdraw from 
all Arab territories occupied in 
1967 in order to achieve a com-
prehensive and lasting peace in 
the region.

President Donald Trump has 
officially recognised Israeli sov-
ereignty over the occupied Go-

lan Heights, seized from Syria 
in 1967, in a move hailed as “his-
toric” by Israel’s prime minister.

Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
faces an election next month, 
was by Mr Trump’s side as he 
signed the proclamation.

Syria said Mr Trump’s deci-
sion was “a blatant attack on its 
sovereignty”.

Israel annexed the Golan 
Heights in 1981, in a move that 
is not recognised internationally.

A spokesman for United Na-
tions Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres said on Monday 
he was “clear that the status of 
Golan has not changed”.

Bahrain affirms its 
unequivocal position in 
recognising the Golan 
Heights as Syrian Arab 
territory occupied by 

Israel in June 1967. 
FOREIGN MINISTRY 

Bilateral ties focus of discussion 
Manama 

In the framework of his visit 
to Japan, the Southern Gov-
ernor, Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali 

Al Khalifa, highlighted that the 
visit aims to strengthen bilateral 
relations in various fields.

The Southern Governor said 
that as he yesterday met Gov-
ernor of Tokyo Yuriko Koike 
to discuss broadening co-op-
eration and learning about the 
Governorate of Tokyo’s duties 
and responsibilities and its role 
at various levels, including se-
curity, social, economic and de-
velopment, as it is one of the 
world’s largest cities. 

The Southern Governor 
pointed out the industrial, ed-
ucational and cultural projects 
that have been established in the 
Southern Governorate, thanks 
to the directives of HM King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, HRH 
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa and HRH 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy 

Supreme Commander and First 
Deputy Prime Minister. 

The Governor of Tokyo ex-
pressed her country’s readiness 
to expanding co-operation and 
boosting co-ordination with 
the Kingdom in governorate 
management, security, social, 
economic and cultural areas, 
praising the development seen 
by Bahrain. She said that Japan 

has included educational curric-
ula on the Kingdom of Bahrain 
in 35 schools. 

Bahraini Ambassador to Ja-
pan, Ahmed Al Dossari and Jap-
anese Ambassador to Bahrain 
Hideki Ito was present at the 
meeting. 

Separately, Prince Akishino, 
the son of the Emperor of Japan, 
received Shaikh Khalifa.

Prince Akishino also ex-
pressed thanks and appreciation 
to Shaikh Khalifa for his key 
efforts to enhance the existing 
friendly relations at all levels.

In this regard, Prince Akishi-
no cited the “Japanese Village” 
event, organised recently by 
the Southern Governorate in 
co-operation with the Japa-
nese Embassy in Bahrain, and 
its outstanding success in terms 
of attendance and distinguished 
Japanese cultural and folklore 
programmes and shows, prais-
ing the governor’s interest in 
Japan’s culture and history.

Shaikh Khalifa stressed that 
the Southern Governorate is 
among the important gover-
norates in the kingdom given 
its strategic, historical and so-
cial importance, adding that 
the Southern Governorate has 
hosted numerous international 
events, initiatives and activi-
ties, which, he said, has enti-
tled it to be a favourable tourist 
destination for the visitors of 
Bahrain. 

Yuriko Koike receives Shaikh Khalifa.  


