/I O SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2021

@
setribune

celebs

ANI | Washington

Ben Affleck reflects on playing an alcoholic in “The Way Back’

merican actor
Ben Affleck,
who is a re-

covering alcoholic,
recently opened up
about playing the role
of an alcoholic in the
2020 film “The Way
Back’.

The actor
played the role
of Jack Cunning-
ham, a former
high school bas-
ketball star who

walked away from the
sport only to return to the
game as coach of his alma

mater’s team. Throughout the movie,
viewers learn about the pain Jack
has experienced from his battle with
alcoholism, the end of his marriage,
and the loss of his child.

Affleck recently reflected on the
film and why it resonates with him.
He said in a recent roundtable dis-
cussion with The Hollywood Report-
er, “I'm a recovering alcoholic and T
played an alcoholic in the movie.”

The actor added, “It’s really about
grief and losing a child, which, thank
God, I have not experienced, and is
probably the worst thing you can ex-
perience. But also, a lot of it is about
alcoholism.”

Affleck has publicly discussed his
own battle with alcoholism and his
sobriety journey in the past.

BEN AFFLECK

“Alcoholism, in and of itself, and
compulsive behaviour, are not in-
herently super interesting, but what
is sometimes interesting is what you
discover about yourself in the course
of recovery and trying to figure out
what went wrong, how to fix it, how
you want your life to look and what
kind of ethics you want to live by,”
he continued.

Affleck said, “So yes, I'm an alco-
holic. Yes, I had arelapse. Yes, I went
into recovery again. And then I went
and did that movie.”

Like his character, Affleck has also
gone through a separation. In 2015,
he and actor Jennifer Garner an-
nounced their decision to divorce.
The former couple, who married
in 2005 and share children Violet,

Seraphina, and Samuel, officially
filed it in 2017 and finalised their
splitin 2018.

The actor said, “But for me, the
movie was much more about the
fact that--whether it’s having lived
enough years, having seen enough
ups and downs, having had children
and divorce--I'm at a point now in
my life where T have sufficient life
experience to bring to arole to make
it really interesting for me.

He added, “I’'m not good enough to
just invent it from whole cloth, you
know? I didn’t have to do research
for the alcoholism aspect of the
movie--that was covered. It was the
Daniel Day-Lew-
is approach to
that”

Ben Affleck

Ryan Gosling to headline ‘The
Actor’ movie adaptation

ANI | Washington to find home, love, and ulti-
mately himself. Gosling and
Kao’s partnership follows
their recent project
announcements of
Phil Lord and Chris
Miller’s ‘Project
Hail Mary’ at MGM
and Leigh Whan-
nell’s ‘Wolfman’ l |

elal

ollywood star Ryan Gos-
ling is set to play the lead

role in “The Actor’, an upcom-
ing adaptation of Donald E
Westlake’s novel ‘Memory’.

As per The Hollywood Re-
porter, Duke Johnson will
helm the forthcoming movie
and produce it with Abigail
Spencer under their Innerlight
Films production banner.

Gosling, who will also bank-
roll the film alongside Ken Kao,
will play the lead role of Paul
Cole, who must deal with his
damaged memory as he strug-
gles to rebuild his life after be-
ing left for dead and hospital-
ised in 1950s Ohio.

Gosling’s character Cole
will follow a thrilling journey

at Universal.

Paul Young
is also produc-
ing the film
through his
company Make
Good. Apart
from helming the
film, Johnson co-
wrote the screenplay
with Stephen Cooney,
based on Westlake’s
novel.

Ryan Gosling

Jeremy Renner to star in Taylor Sheridan’s ‘Mayor Of Kingstown’

Charlize Theron: I think back how I
made myself smaller in a relationship

IANS | Los Angeles

cademy Award winning actress

Charlize Theron opened up
about men and past relationships in
a show hosted by Hollywood star
Drew Barrymore. Theron says
she thinks back how she made
herself smaller for a guy or in
a relationship.

“I found myself in my twen-
ties and then early thirties
and I think back how I made
myself smaller for a guy or
in a relationship. You think
that’s ultimately the problem,
but you're always feeling in-
secure and not living to the
full potential and you feel that
everything will be okay. One

fine day, I suddenly stopped to think
and then I thought that it’s really
ridiculous,” Theron said.

Speaking about her early days,
Theron talked about her mother and
a strong independent upbringing.

“I struggle and always find myself
contemplating how is it that someone
else could tell me what I can and can-
not do. I was so fortunate to be raised
by a very strong mom. She’s is like an
ideal quintessential broad and there
was this strength that always came
growing up around her and seeing
her;” she said.

Theron also discussed comedies,
romance and indie films on “The
Drew Barrymore Show”.

Barrymore said: “At times, I com- she showers
pletely immerse myself in the script around her.

Charlize Theron

and the movie S *
sometimes just

take a hold of and
making me feel differ-
ent.”

Theron added: “Re-
cently, T found myself
with some free time
and I re- watched
‘Planes, Trains & Auto-
mobiles’. That was one of
my favourite movies but I
hadn’t seen it in years.
I could just watch it
again and again.”

She spoke highly of
Barrymore pointing
out the good deeds
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Swift files counter-lawsuit in theme park battle
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wo-time Oscar nominee Jere-

my Renner has been tapped to
star and executively produce Taylor
Sheridan’s latest series ‘Mayor of
Kingstown’.

According to The Hollywood Re-
porter, the prison drama ‘Mayor of
Kingstown’ was originally picked up
straight to series in January 2020 at
Paramount Network and will now
move to streamer Paramount+.

Additionally, Antoine Fuqua has
also boarded the series taking up

the role of executive producer. This
news was announced Wednesday
(local time) during the Paramount+
investor day presentation.

Sheridan recently inked a new
nine-figure overall deal with Via-
comcCBS that sources say includes
series of additional projects for the
streamer.

‘Mayor of Kingstown’ follows the
McLusky family, who are power bro-
kers in Kingstown, Michigan where
the business of incarceration is the
only thriving industry.

Tackling themes of systemic rac-

attempt to bring order and
justice to a town that has
neither. Renner will play
the head of the McClusky
family.

As per The Hollywood
Reporter, ‘Mayor of
Kingstown’ is the latest
linear series to move to
Paramount+ as ViacomCBS
bolsters the platform with
originals in a bid to draw sub-
scribers to the platform.

Jeremy Renner

ism, corruption and inequality, the
series provides a stark look at their

ANI | Washington

earlier this month.

merican singer and songwrit-

er Taylor Swift’s intellectual
property management company
has taken action against an im-
mersive fantasy theme park in
Pleasant Grove, Utah after it
filed a lawsuit against the artist

According to The Hollywood
Reporter, Evermore Park had sued
Swift over the use of the “Ever-
more” trademark, which was the
title of her 9th studio album re-

leased on December 11.

Now a new lawsuit filed by TAS
[Taylor Alison Swift] Rights Man-
agement is focused on a different
matter. The company claims Ev-
ermore Park wilfully used Swift’s
songs without the proper licenses
for some time before it filed its
lawsuit.

Swift’s attorneys claim that more
than a year before the park filed its
lawsuit, TAS had been tipped off
that the singer’s songs were being
performed and played there with-
out the requisite licenses.
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istic; 22- Bars legally; 24- Egg yolk; 28- Borrowed; 31- Give up; 32- Type of ray; 34- Check
out; 36- Primordial giant in Norse myth; 37- Sheet music abbr.; 38- Confide; 41- Hydro-
carbon suffix; 42- Ooze; 44- Agnus __; 45- Out; 47- Mexican money; 49- Rather recent;
51- Hoarded; 53- A place for vacationers; 56- Lattice; 59- Calendar row; 61- Aboriginal rite

site; 64- Outer garment; 65- 18th letter of the Greek alphabet; 66- Sphere; 67- “Judith”
composer; 68- Not appropriate; 69- Grads-to-be; 70- Yarn spinner; 71- Inuit dwelling;
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How to play

Place a number in the empty boxes in such
a way that each row across, each column
down and each 9-box square contains all
of the numbers from one to nine.

1- City in Western Nevada; 2- Not dead yet; 3- Dimensions; 4- Specter; 5- Total; 6-
Nevertheless; 7- Zingy taste; 8- Muffin topper; 9- Dweebish; 10- __ Aviv; 11- Hot tub;

12- French connections; 15- Ambush; 20- Higher ground; 21- Kareem, once; 23- Treater’s
words; 25- Some beans; 26- Sheeplike; 27- Used to be; 29- Lofty nest; 30- Big Apple sch.;

32- Welcome; 33- You __ right!; 35- Spots; 37- Egyptian cobras; 39- 1980's movie starring
Bo Derek and Dudley Moore; 40- Soviet news service; 43- Door; 46- Exhibition; 48- Sun.

Turner; 60- The Green Hornet's sidekick; 61- Air-gun ammo; 62- Paddle; 63- Literary
monogram; 65- __juris;

1- Rough files; 6- Harrow rival; 10- Half a fly; 13- Root or Yale; 14- Low-lying area; 15- Cried;
16- Ruler of Hyderabad; 17- Cabinet dept.; 18- Woeful word; 19- Baking chamber; 20- Athe- Yesterday s solution
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talk; 50- Dodge or Nash; 52- Sticker; 54- Splendid; 55- Beat; 57- Actress Singer; 58- Actress
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