
Heavy 
fighting, 
internet 
disruption 
as Ethiopia 
conflict rages

AFP | Addis Ababa

Et h i o p i a n  f o rc e s 
battled overnight 

to repel an assault by 
Tigray rebels in the Afar 
region, a humanitarian 
source said yesterday, 
with reports of an in-
ternet blackout in the 
north of the country.

Rebels in the north-
e r n  T i g r a y  r e g i o n 
seized local airports 
and launched attacks 
into the neighbouring 
states of Afar and Am-
hara this week, saying 
they were once again in 
a “full-blown war” with 
the federal government.

Locals fear a repeat of 
the telecoms blackout 
and supplies blockade 
imposed on Tigray dur-
ing the last civil war in 
2020-2022 that killed 
an estimated 600,000 
people.

Online monitor Net-
blocks said there was an 
“internet disruption in 
northern Ethiopia cor-
responding to reports 
of a telecoms blackout 
in Tigray”. 

Netanyahu attacks allies and 
enemies in fiery UN speech

Dozens of envoys walk out as the Israeli leader addresses the UN

• Netanyahu 
criticizes Britain and 
France sharply

• Targets Iran’s 
leadership

• Faces tight October 
reelection race

AFP | United Nations

Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, facing a 
difficult reelection campaign 

at home, delivered a fiery UN 
speech assailing enemies and 
allies alike -- and sparking uproar 
in the chamber.

Locked in a tight race to stay 
in power in October 27 elections, 
Netanyahu used the global plat-
form at the UN General Assem-
bly to attack everyone from the 
leaders of Iran to New York’s 
first Muslim mayor and partners 
Britain, France and Turkey.

Dozens of envoys from across 
the world walked out, some jeer-
ing and booing, while Netan-
yahu’s own team stood and ap-
plauded, and the speaker of the 
session shouted for order.

“If there are any other moral 
cowards who haven’t left this 
hall, please do so now,” Netanya-
hu told those turning their backs 
on him.

He lashed out at New York’s 
popular, leftist Mayor Zohran 
Mamdani as “antisemitic” and 
claimed that “since you were 
elected mayor of this city, many 
Jews no longer feel safe.”

Mamdani had threatened to 
execute an ICC arrest warrant 
against Netanyahu, before con-
ceding he did not have the au-
thority.

The Hague-based Internation-
al Criminal Court (ICC) said in 
2024 it had reasonable grounds 
to believe Netanyahu was re-
sponsible for war crimes in the 
Gaza campaign, which respond-
ed to Hamas’s deadly October 7, 

2023 attacks. Netanyahu denies 
the ICC claims.

“Netanyahu used his speech 
to repeat baseless lies meant to 
sanitize his genocide of Palestin-
ians,” Mamdani said in response.

“Yet no lie can change the fact 
that he remains the subject of an 
International Criminal Court ar-
rest warrant alleging war crimes 
and crimes against humanity.”

One of Netanyahu’s fiercest 
critics, Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, was unable to 
attend the UN gathering after the 
Trump administration refused 
him a visa.

In a video message played 
ahead of Netanyahu’s speech, 
Abbas said, “We reject these un-
lawful punitive measures, and 
we reject the accusations and 
justifications on which they were 
based.”

 Netanyahu attacks Britain, 
France 

Britain and France, historic 
partners of Israel that have be-
come increasingly outspoken in 

their criticism, were also in Net-
anyahu’s firing line.

The two European nations 
have both imposed limited sanc-
tions on Israeli exports from the 
occupied West Bank.

And French President Emma-
nuel Macron drew Israel’s ire for 
claiming in his own UN speech 
that Hamas was not active in the 
West Bank. Hamas’s stronghold 
has traditionally been Gaza.

Netanyahu attacked Britain 
and France for their past colonial 
empires during his turn at the 
lectern.

“They accuse Israel, tiny Is-

rael, of colonialism -- some co-
lonialism. And who’s accusing 
us? Among them are people in 
Britain and in France. For God’s 
sakes, they invented the term,” 
he said.

Netanyahu already had poor 
relations with Macron, who led 
a push by Western nations at last 
year’s UN General Assembly to 
recognize a Palestinian state.

 Iran’s ‘murderous dictatorship’ 
Netanyahu had especially 

harsh language on Iran, calling 
it a “murderous dictatorship.”

He said the war in which Is-
raeli and US forces have attacked 
Iran for close to seven months 
had stopped Tehran from being 
able to develop nuclear weapons.

“I vowed to prevent Iran’s 
murderous dictatorship from 
developing atomic bombs, nu-
clear weapons aimed at destroy-
ing Israel, nuclear weapons that 
could threaten the entire world,” 
he said.

He said the fall of Iran’s leader-
ship, whose UN envoy displayed 

a portrait of slain Quds Force 
commander Qasem Soleimani on 
their vacant desk, was not “far.”

Despite the onslaught, Iran’s 
government has retained control 
and continues to defy the United 
States by effectively blocking the 
Strait of Hormuz.

 Pager bombs 
During his speech, Netanyahu 

brandished a pager device like 
those that Israeli intelligence re-
portedly engineered with explo-
sives before having them shipped 
to operatives of Iran-backed Leb-
anese militant group Hezbollah.

They were later detonated, 
maiming hundreds of Hezbol-
lah operatives but also civilian 
bystanders.

He accused Turkey of backing 
Iran-backed Islamist group Ha-
mas, going on to call the coun-
try’s leader Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan a “tyrant.”

Burhanettin Duran, the Turk-
ish presidency’s communications 
director, dismissed the com-
ments as “baseless accusations” 
that were “incompatible” with 
UN ideals, state-run news agency 
Anadolu reported.

Netanyahu is only making a 
whirlwind stop in New York 
before rushing back to Israel, 
where the election campaign is in 
full swing. He is not scheduled to 
meet any top US leaders.

Daytime Russian 
attacks kill five in Kyiv
AFP | Kyiv

Russian daytime strikes on 
Kyiv killed five people yes-

terday, local authorities said, 
the latest in a wave of intensi-
fying attacks on the war-torn 
capital.

Kyiv has faced increasing 
drone and missiles strikes in 
recent months, prompting re-
newed calls for air defence sys-
tems, including for advanced 
Patriot air defence systems 
that Ukraine hopes to produce 
with US licences.

New explosions rang out in 
the capital in the early after-
noon, sending some people 
running for shelter, while oth-
ers walked by without react-
ing, an AFP journalist saw.

Shortly after, Kyiv Mayor Vi-
tali Klitschko said four people 
had been found dead.

This followed an earlier at-
tack, which killed a 14-year-old 
boy, in what Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky 
called “an absolutely savage 
and sickening strike, devoid of 
any military logic”.

Trump shows Xi US 
founding documents

• Trump tours 
archives with Xi

• Xi praises 
strategic stability

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
took Xi Jinping to see the 

founding documents of Amer-
ican democracy yesterday as 
the Chinese leader’s state visit 
wrapped up with more pageant-
ry but limited progress.

US President Donald Trump 
took Xi Jinping to see the 
founding documents of Amer-
ican democracy yesterday as 
the Chinese leader’s state visit 
wrapped up with more pageant-
ry but limited progress.

On the final day of his trip, 

Trump and his wife Melania 
brought Xi and his wife Peng 
Liyuan to the National Archives 
in Washington, where the presi-
dential couples viewed the Dec-
laration of Independence.

The United States this year 
celebrates the 250th anniversa-
ry of the signing of the historic 
declaration, which set out the 
path for American independ-
ence from the “tyrant” British 
king.

Beneath the rotunda, Trump 
also showed China’s authoritar-
ian president the US constitu-
tion, the document that set out 
the principles of US democratic 
government two and a half cen-
turies ago.

“We’re just comparing how 
this goes 250 years, theirs goes 
6,000 years,” Trump told re-
porters, referring to China’s 
ancient roots, as he stood 
alongside Xi, chairman of the 

Chinese Communist Party, 
which has been in power since  
1949.

“We’re very proud of our 250.”
Xi then headed for the airport 

to return to Beijing.
The two leaders hailed what 

they said was progress in man-
aging relations between the ri-
val superpowers, following their 
third meeting since Trump’s 
return to power.

Xi said his Washington trip 
had added “new substance” 
to his summit with Trump in 
Beijing in May, saying they had 
agreed to “strategic stability on 
the basis of respect, fairness, 
and reciprocity.”

The Chinese leader also float-
ed two more meetings with 
Trump this year, at the APEC 
meeting in Shenzen, China in 
November and then the G20 
summit at Trump’s Doral resort 
in Miami in December.

THE ONLY THING WE HAVE TO FEAR 
IS FEAR ITSELF
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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77
delegations walked out 
during Netanyahu’s UN 

speech, according to 
reports from the General 

Assembly hall

Tigrayans rush to stock up on 
supplies amid fears of conflict
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Our human magnifi-
cence is not sim-

ply that we built AI. It 
is whether we are wise 
enough to decide how 
to use it. Whatever AI 
becomes, the measure 
of progress must still be 
what it makes possible 
for humankind and our 
planet. Amidst #UNGA, we 
brought our AI & Human 
Development journey and 
harvest to New York. To-
morrow, we take it back 
across the world to seed 
the outcomes so we keep 
the promise of the SDGs.

@AminaJMohammed

75 years ago the world 
came together to make 

a promise: to protect those 
forced to flee. At #UNGA 
the world came togeth-
er again to reaffirm that 
promise.

@BarhamSalih

Walk. Talk. Listen. 
Repeat. Another 

day of health diplomacy 
in motion at #UNGA.

@DrTedros

The @UN exists be-
cause power requires 

rules & humanity needs 
a place where power an-
swers to principle. The 
world does not need a 
weaker UN. The world 
needs a UN strong enough 
to face the world as it is – 
and determined enough 
to build the world as it 
should be.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
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editorial stances)
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Netanyahu held up 
a pager and asked 

“Remember the 
beepers?” referencing 

Israel’s September 
2024 operation that 
detonated explosive 

devices distributed to 
Hezbollah operatives 

in Lebanon

KNOW WHAT

Nepal PM says 
floods ‘a warning 
to the world’ about 
climate change
AFP | United Nations

Nepal’s catastrophic 
flooding last month 

“was a warning to the 
world” about the rising 
dangers of climate change, 
Prime Minister Balendra 
Shah told the United Na-
tions on Thursday, urging 
countries to step up to help 
his country adapt.

Addressing the Gener-
al Assembly in sunglasses 
during its high-level week, 
Shah said a warming cli-
mate was “destabilizing the 
fragile Himalayan ecology,” 
melting permafrost and 
glaciers and accelerating 
hazards.

The nation suffered one 
of the worst catastrophes 
in its history late last month 
when a tsunami-like flood, 
triggered by a high-altitude 
glacial mountain collapse 
along the Nepal-China bor-
der, cut a swathe of destruc-
tion.

More than 1,400 people 
died, 6,000 are still missing, 
and the economic devasta-
tion runs in the billions of 
dollars.

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

1580 1687 1688 1901
Francis Drake completes his 
circumnavigation of the world, 
sailing into Plymouth, England 
aboard the Golden Hind

The Acropolis in Athens is 
attacked by the Venetian army 
in an attempt to expel the 
Turks, damaging the Parthenon

City council of Amsterdam votes to 
support Prince William of Orange’s 
invasion of England, known as “The 
Glorious Revolution” in the Netherlands

United Kingdom annexes 
the Ashanti Kingdom and 
places it under the governor 
of the Gold Coast (Ghana)

Some delegates leave as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 81st United Nations General Assembly

Hollywood stars among 100 arrested in NY anti-Netanyahu protest
AFP | New York

Movie star Susan Saran-
don and “Hacks” ac-

tress Hannah Einbinder were 
among a reported 100 people 
detained by police in New 
York as they broke up a pro-
test against the Israeli prime  
minister.

Footages showed NYPD of-
ficers leading away cuffed 
“Thelma & Louise” star Saran-
don at the demo in the city as 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was readying 
to address the United Nations 
General Assembly.

The New York Post reported 

Einbinder had also been frog-
marched from the demonstra-
tion organized by Jewish Voice 
for Peace, where protesters 
held banners that read “Stop 
Arming Israel” and “End the  
Genocide.”

A spokesperson for  the 
NYPD said officers had re-
sponded to reports of an “un-
scheduled demonstration” 
where people were blocking an  
intersection.

“Members of the NYPD Com-
munity Affairs Bureau issued... 
warnings, advising participants 
that they should leave,” the 
spokesperson said.

“They continued to block the 

intersection. Multiple individ-
uals who didn’t comply were 
taken into custody,” she said, 
without providing the number 
of people arrested.

Jewish Voice for Peace said 
on social media that over 100 
people had been arrested.

“Over 400 people held a mass 
sit-in outside the UN demanding 
an end to the genocide and an 
end to US military funding to 
Israel,” the organization said  
on X.

“We refuse to stand by while 
war criminals are given a plat-
form to speak and while our 
government spends billions on 
war.”Protesters hold images of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and US 

President Donald Trump during a demonstration in New York

Crowds cheer pope in Paris after 
AI ‘paradise of machines’ warning
AFP | Paris

Enthused believers hailed 
Pope Leo XIV as he waved 
to the crowds from a 

popemobile in the French capital 
yesterday, after speeches calling 
for peace and warning against 
losing humanity in an AI-driven 
“paradise of machines”.

Balconies and sidewalks were 
decked out in the Vatican’s yel-
low-and-white colours as the 
pope made his slow journey to 
the Notre Dame cathedral in the 
centre of Paris.

People rushed forward to kiss 
the hand of the first US pontiff 
before he entered the cathedral 
to organ music, on the first offi-
cial papal visit to the European 
nation in 18 years.

“There he is, he’s here!” one 
person cried as the popemobile 
passed by on Pope Leo’s first 
major public appearance in the 
capital, under a clear blue sky.

“Look, it’s the Pope, this is cra-
zy,” said another.

David Charton, 53, said he had 
arrived at 6 am to find a good 
spot after travelling all the way 
from Mulhouse, near the border 
with Switzerland and Germany.

“I’m a believer, and it’s our 
duty to welcome the head of the 

Church,” said the factory worker.
Monique Barusseaud, 83, was 

waiting with a foldable stool.
“Today, at last, I will see the 

pope,” said the retiree from the 
southwestern city of La Rochelle.

Leo is the first pope to inspect 
renovations at the Notre Dame 
Cathedral following a devastat-

ing 2019 fire.
His predecessor Pope Fran-

cis -- who visited France three 
times, but never officially -- did 
not attend the Gothic master-
piece’s reopening in late 2024, 
when then president-elect Don-
ald Trump and billionaire Elon 
Musk were among the guests.

France’s President Emmanuel Macron (L) and Pope Leo XIV meet with authorities, 
members of civil society and the diplomatic corps following their meeting at the 
Elysee Presidential Palace, in Paris

US President Donald Trump, China’s President Xi Jinping, China’s First Lady Peng Liyuan and US First Lady Melania 
Trump visit the National Archives, accompanied by Bradford Wilson (R), Archivist of the United States, in Washington

Bahrain Must Innovate 
To Secure Environment 

KOTA SRIRAJ 

Environmental degradation is the unfortunate outcome 
of climate change that every nation is grappling with. 
Bahrain is no exception. Be it spiralling temperatures, 

worsening marine life conditions, ground water table depletion 
and drop in ambient air quality, Bahrain is combating the conse-
quences of worsening environment in every aspect. Given these 
conditions it is essential for the nation to draw up a resilient 
environment strategy that is capable of logging early successes 
by targeting the environmental well-being of critical aspects 
such as marine life, water resources security, agri-sector and 
clean energy. But rapid success is not possible unless cutting 
edge technology and innovation are deployed. 

Marine life resilience and the protection of its biodiversity 
is critical for Bahrain. The degradation of the same can bring 
many more challenges for the nation. To prevent this from 
happening, Bahrain must first focus on rebuilding the coral 
reefs as they can help regenerate lost biodiversity of marine 
life. In this regard, implementing Biorock Technology that 
uses low-voltage electrical currents to accelerate the growth of 
limestone on steel structures can be of immense help. This can 
rapidly restore damaged coral reefs and boost marine biodiver-
sity in the Arabian Gulf. Similarly, autonomous trash skimmers 
that are solar-powered coupled with AI-driven marine drones 
can  autonomously patrol marinas and coastlines to scoop up 
plastic waste and biomass before it drifts into deep waters. This 
reduce the pollution load on marine ecosystems resulting in 
marine life recovery.

For arid and nation such as Bahrain, water is extremely pre-
cious and there is an urgent need to bolster the ground water 
table besides protecting the natural aquifers both in terms of 
water quality and quantity. A robust water resource scenario 
would also naturally mean a healthy agri-sector. But given the 
harsh climate conditions, Bahrain must rely on innovations 
such as adoption of advanced hydrogels for agriculture. Hy-
drogels are able to to retain water up to 400 times its weight. 
This significantly slashes irrigation needs in desert terrains and 
increases agri-productivity without further burdening water 
resources. The aquifer-alternative strategy too needs to be 
evolved so that the aquifers are released from excess stress from 
catering to agri-sector needs. To ensure this, Seawater-Cooled 
Greenhouse Systems can be utilised wherein integrated sys-
tems pump deep, cool seawater to regulate greenhouse tem-
peratures and provide freshwater via condensation. This can 
enable year-round vegetable production without depleting 
groundwater resources.

Adding urban sustainability and clean energy to the strategy 
mix can pay off handsome environmental dividends for Bah-
rain. In this regard, Bahrain can focus on mainstreaming and 
large scale implementation of algae-powered building facades. 
This innovation integrates bio-reactive architecture, such as 
the algae-filled glass louvers to convert sunlight and carbon 
dioxide into biomass and heat, providing natural insulation 
and renewable energy for skyscrapers. Currently available in 
some buildings in Bahrain, this concept when scaled up can 
change the narrative of clean energy. Add to this the installa-
tion of smart tiles in high-foot-traffic areas can help generate 
off-grid electricity directly from pedestrian footsteps to power 
local street lighting.

Bahrain must embark on innovation for ecological conser-
vation.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those 
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of the Daily Tribune)


