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Battle of Crécy: Edward III’s English 
longbows defeat Philip VI’s army south 
of Calais in northern France; cannons 
are used for the first time in battle

English astronomer Ed-
mond Halley first observes 
the comet named after him

The first free kindergarten in the United 
States is started by Susan Blow in Caron-
delet, a suburb of St. Louis, Missouri

General Franco’s Nationalist 
troops conquer Santander 

during the Spanish Civil 
War
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Together with the @
ICRC President Mir-

jana Spoljaric, and with 
even greater urgency, I 
renew my call on States 
to establish specific 
prohibitions & restric-
tions on autonomous 
weapon systems. We are 
now dangerously close 
to crossing a moral red 
line: the autonomous 
targeting of humans by 
machines. Innovation 
must serve humanity – 
not endanger it.

@antonioguterres

We want companies 
that buy American, 

that hire American, and 
then invest in American 
communities...we are on 
your side because you are 
on the side of American 
workers and American 
patriots.

@VP

Digital tools can ex-
pand opportunity 

by supporting learning, 
communication, and ac-
cess to health services. 
At the same time, many 
platform’s algorithms are 
designed for users to keep 
us scrolling and hooked.

@DrTedros

Today, I formally re-
scinded Syria’s desig-

nation as a State Sponsor of 
Terrorism. This action un-
locks new potential for Syr-
ia’s economic revitalization 
and progress. The Trump 
Administration continues 
to advance U.S. national 
security to achieve peace, 
prosperity, and security in 
the Middle East.

@SecRubio

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

Autonomous weapons are 
systems that can select and 

engage targets without direct 
human control once activat-

ed. They use technologies 
such as AI, sensors, computer 
vision and machine learning 
to identify and respond to 

targets.

KNOW WHAT

Mehriban Aliyeva: A Life of Service, Culture and Leadership
TDT | Manama

Some people inspire through 
their skills, vision and ability 

to create opportunities for oth-
ers. Mehriban Aliyeva, Azer-
baijan’s First Vice-President, is 
one such figure — a physician 
trained in ophthalmology who 
has become a prominent figure 
in the country’s public, human-
itarian and cultural life.

Born in Baku, Aliyeva grew 
up in an intellectually accom-
plished family. Her father, Arif 
Pashayev, is a prominent sci-
entist and academic, while her 
mother, Aida Imanguliyeva, 
was a distinguished philolo-
gist and scholar. She studied at 
Azerbaijan Medical University 
before specialising in ophthal-
mology at the Sechenov Mos-
cow Medical Academy.

Her career later moved be-
yond medicine. In 2004, she 
became president of the new-
ly established Heydar Aliyev 
Foundation, beginning a period 
of extensive work in health-

care, education, humanitarian 
affairs and culture.

Healthcare has remained a 
significant focus, reflecting her 
medical background. Under her 
leadership, the Foundation has 
supported medical facilities, 
modern equipment and health-
care programmes, including 
initiatives benefiting children.

Education has been another 
major area of work, with pro-
jects supporting the construc-
tion and renovation of schools, 
modernisation of classrooms 
and educational programmes. 
The broader objective has been 
to expand opportunities for 
young people and contribute 
to Azerbaijan’s social devel-
opment.

Her cultural work has also be-
come an important part of her 
public profile. The Foundation 
has supported the restoration 
of historical monuments, pres-
ervation of Azerbaijani cultural 
traditions and heritage projects 
beyond the country. Through 
these initiatives, Aliyeva has 

frequently presented culture 
as a form of diplomacy, creating 
opportunities for Azerbaijan to 
strengthen international cul-
tural relations.

Her humanitarian pro -
grammes have focused par-
ticularly on groups that can 
be vulnerable or overlooked, 
including children without pa-
rental care, people with disabil-
ities, low-income families and 
internally displaced people. 
Her public initiatives have also 
highlighted women’s participa-
tion in social and profes-
sional life and oppor-
tunities for younger 
generations.

I n  Fe b r u a r y 
2 0 1 7,  A l i y e v a 
took on anoth-
er  major  role 
when she was 
appointed First 
Vice-President of 
Azerbaijan. The 
a p p o i n t m e n t 
b r o u g h t 
her into 

the highest level of executive 
government following years 
of public service through the 
Heydar Aliyev Foundation, par-
liament and other institutions.

Her responsibilities have 
continued to span welfare, 
healthcare, education, culture 
and international cooperation. 
Her role in cultural diplomacy 
was also evident during her 
October 2025 visit to the Holy 
See, where she met Pope Leo 
XIV at the Vatican. Discussions 
included Azerbaijan-Holy See 

relations, cultural coopera-
tion, the role of the Catho-

lic Church in Azerbai-
jan and lasting peace 
in the South Caucasus. 
The visit also included 
events connected with 
restoration projects 
involving Christian 
heritage supported 

by the Heydar Aliyev 

Foundation.
For Azerbaijan, such initia-

tives represent an effort to use 
cultural preservation and in-
terfaith cooperation as tools of 
international engagement.

Beyond the official titles, Al-
iyeva’s public career reflects a 
consistent combination of med-
icine, humanitarian work, cul-
tural preservation and leader-
ship. Her work has centred on 
long-term projects rather than 
a single field, from improving 
healthcare and education to 
supporting vulnerable commu-
nities and preserving heritage.

Her career has also unfold-
ed alongside her role as a wife 
and mother, adding a personal 
dimension to an increasingly 
public life.

The record presents a figure 
whose priorities have remained 
visible over two decades: in-
vesting in people, supporting 
social development, preserving 
culture and using cultural en-
gagement to build international 
connections.

Mehriban Aliyeva, Vice 
President of 

Azerbaijan

Iranians queue for petrol after 
US announces new sanctions

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Long queues formed at petrol 
stations in Tehran on Tues-

day after the United States an-
nounced fresh sanctions aimed 
at pressuring Iran into submis-
sion.

Washington has turned to 
pulling economic levers six 
months into a war on Iran that 
has ground to a stalemate mil-
itarily, with peace talks stalled 
and most traffic through the 
crucial Strait of Hormuz  
blocked.

US Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent on Monday 
laid out plans for the "eco-
nomic asphyxiation" of 
Iran, saying the "objective 
is to sever every economic 
lifeline that sustains 
this tyrannical re-
gime".

A n n o u n c -
ing the new 
s a n c t i o n s , 
Bessent said 
c o u n t r i e s 
t h a t  d i d 
n o t  s u p -
port the US 
economic 
campaign 
w o u l d 
"share in 
t h e  i s o -
lation" of 
Iran, add-
ing Trump 
was making 
phone calls 
t o  w o r l d 
leaders ask-

ing that they halt interac-
tions with Tehran.

The Treasury Depart-
ment said expanded sec-

ondary sanctions would tar-
get Iran's digital assets and its 

technology, gold, aviation and 
shipping sectors.

It also issued new sanctions 
against 60 individuals, compa-
nies and vessels that allegedly 
aid Iran in oil revenue genera-
tion, weapons procurement and 
cyber operations.

The sanctions hit entities 
around the world, includ-

ing in the United Arab Emirates, 
Hong Kong, China, Singapore 
and in Europe.

China, a key customer for Ira-
nian oil, said Tuesday that it op-
posed the sanctions and vowed 
to "take all necessary measures 
to firmly safeguard its own rights 
and interests".

Bessent did not rule out the 
possibility of Chinese banks be-
ing targeted, and vowed that any 
entity "that facilitates money 
laundering on behalf of Iran will 
be removed from the US dollar 
system".

World must rein in autonomous 
weapons: UN, Red Cross
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations and the 
Red Cross warned yester-

day that the world is “danger-
ously close” to a future where 
so-called “killer robots” could 
target humans, and issued an 
urgent appeal for internation-
al regulation of autonomous 
weapons.

The warning follows a 2023 
call by UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres and Mirjana 
Spoljaric, president of the In-
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), for specific 
bans and restrictions on the 
rapidly-developing technology 
by this year.

“Today, we renew this call 
with even greater urgency,” 
they said in a joint statement, 
adding that while their “fun-
damental concerns remain 
unchanged... the risks have 
intensified”.

“We are now dangerously 
close to crossing a moral red 
line: the autonomous targeting 
of humans by machines,” they 
warned.

Lethal autonomous weapon 
systems are generally under-

stood as weapon systems that 
select targets and apply force 
without human intervention.

“Autonomous weapon sys-
tems are already used in the 
battlefield, they are used in 
broader environments, and 
that increases the risk for ci-
vilians being killed,” Laurent 
Gisel, head of ICRC’s arms and 
conduct of hostilities unit, told 
reporters.

Trump says executions of 
Iran protesters must stop
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
expressed outrage yester-

day at the mounting 
number of executions 

in Iran of people al-
legedly involved 
in mass protests 
earlier this year 
before the Mid-
dle East war be-

gan.

“The failing Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran is not paying large 
segments of their military, 
while at the same time killing 
protesters, even when they 
are not protesting, at levels 
not seen before,” he wrote on 
Truth Social.

“It is a humanitarian crisis 
of epic proportions, and must 
be stopped, NOW,” he added.

It was not immediately 
clear what new information 
had spurred the early morn-
ing post, but there has been a 
steady increase in executions 
since the outbreak of the war 
on February 28.

Iranian authorities report-

ed more than 3,000 deaths, 
but attributed the violence 
to “terrorist acts” orchestrat-
ed by the United States and  
Israel.

Earlier this month, more 
than 30 countries signed a 
joint letter condemning “in 
the strongest terms the ongo-
ing executions of protesters 
and use of the death penalty” 
by Iran.

The United States, where 
capital punishment is still le-
gal, did not sign the letter.

Since then, at least three 
more people have been exe-
cuted in Iran on charges re-
lated to the protests.

12 hurt in drunk driver's rampage 
in Portuguese town: police
AFP | Lisbon, Portugal

A drunk driver yesterday 
injured 12 people, includ-

ing two police and a Polish 
national, as he mowed down 
pedestrians in a Portuguese 
resort, police said.

The 35-year-old Portuguese 
man refused a police order to 
stop his car at 3:00 am (0200 
GMT) and sped off along a 
street known for its bars and 
night clubs in the Algarve 
beach town of Albufeira, po-

lice said.
Two police and 10 other peo-

ple, aged between 18 and 22, 
were injured, the interior min-
istry said in a statement. One 
of the victims was in critical 
condition.

Police said the suspect had 
more than twice the permit-
ted alcohol level in his blood 
and had been detained to face 
potential charges of causing 
bodily harm and dangerous 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol.

Israel threats to expel Gazans over 
kite-flying 'outrageous': UN

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations yesterday 
slammed Israel's threat to 

expel people from areas where 
kites, drones and balloons are 
launched from in Gaza, lament-
ing "unacceptable rhetoric" com-
ing from Israeli leaders.

"On the threat of expulsion due 
to children's kite flying, I hope 
we can all agree that this is outra-
geous," UN rights office spokes-
woman Ravina Shamdasani told 
reporters in Geneva.

Israel warned Hamas on 
Sunday that it would step up 
operations in Gaza if launch-
es of kites, drones and balloons 
towards Israel continued, af-
ter a recent increase in such 
incidents. Hamas has denied  
responsibility.

Israeli media reported that 
four kites were found in commu-
nities near the Gaza border on 
Saturday and one was shot down 
by the army on Sunday, bringing 
the total number recovered in 
recent days to around 10.

The incidents have revived 
memories of waves of incendiary 
kites and balloons launched from 
Gaza in previous years, which 
sparked fires in agricultural 
lands in southern Israel.

According to the reports, the 
Israeli military believes Hamas 

was behind the launches, which 
did not carry explosives, and 
may have been testing how Israel 
would respond.

"Israel warns Hamas that if 
the launches toward Israel do 
not cease immediately, the IDF 
will take action to intensify tar-
geted operations against those 
responsible... and will evacu-

ate the population from areas 
from which kites, drones and 
balloons are launched," Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu and Defence Minister Isra-
el Katz said Sunday in a joint  
statement.

The UN spokeswoman high-
lighted that Sunday's statement 
was only the latest in a string of 

threats.
"We continue to see unac-

ceptable rhetoric coming from 
the highest level of the Israeli 
authorities, showing utter con-
tempt for international human 
rights and humanitarian law, and 
advocating and inciting violence 
amounting to atrocity crimes," 
she said.

Boys fly a kite against the backdrop of smoke rising from the Gath shelter, that houses displaced Palestinians, after an 
Israeli air strike in the west of Khan Yunis, southern Gaza Strip

Israeli lawmaker under army escort 
smashes Palestinian memorial

AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian 
Territories

A far-right Israeli lawmaker 
took a sledgehammer to a 

Palestinian memorial in the oc-
cupied West Bank on Tuesday 
while under military escort, a 
move that was later condemned 
both by the army and Israeli 
politicians.

Footage circulating online 
showed Zvi Sukkot, who is also 
a settler and activist, smashing 
a monument commemorating 
“martyrs” in the Palestinian vil-
lage of Madama in the northern 
West Bank, while soldiers stood 
nearby.

“A few days ago, I demanded 
that the military take action to 
remove the monuments com-
memorating terrorists in the 
murderers’ villages of Madama 
and Burin. Unfortunately, they 
remained in place. So I went 
there myself and took action to 
remove them,” Sukkot posted 
on Facebook, along with a video 
of the act.

When contacted by AFP, the 
Israeli military said Sukkot 
and his aides had conducted a 
“tour” of the area “with security 
provided by IDF soldiers who 
had been diverted from their 
operational activities for this 
purpose”.

“Contrary to the agreed-upon 
coordination, the participants 
acted deceptively and manipu-
latively, without authorisation, 
departing entirely from the ap-

proved framework, and began 
demolishing one of the mon-
uments in Madama,” it added.

It said soldiers reported the 
incident to their commanders, 
who told them to stop the ac-
tivity and “the participants were 
quickly escorted out of the vil-
lage”.

The military said it viewed 
Sukkot’s actions “with the ut-
most severity”, adding they 
“constituted a misuse of the 
protection provided by secu-
rity forces to act entirely out-
side the scope of the approved 
framework”.

In a statement, Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said 

the military “is the sovereign 
authority in Judea and Sama-
ria”, using the Biblical term for 
the West Bank.

“Taking the law into one’s 
own hands, especially when 
it involves public figures, is 
a reprehensible practice that 
prevents the IDF from focusing 
on its missions of combatting 
terrorism and incitement to vi-
olence,” he added.

The filmed act took place as 
Israel prepares for elections on 
October 27, and also drew con-
demnation from Gadi Eisenkot, 
who has emerged as the prin-
cipal challenger to Netanyahu.

“Zvi Sukkot’s behaviour is a 

disgrace to anyone who pre-
sumes to represent the pub-
lic and be a leader,” he wrote  
on X.

“Netanyahu... is allowing an-
archists like Zvi Sukkot and his 
ilk to do as they please, endan-
gering security in the settle-
ments and damaging Israel’s 
standing in the world,” he add-
ed.

Rami Nassar, the head of 
Madama’s village council, told 
AFP the memorial at the cen-
tre of the village included the 
names of those killed in a 1968 
battle, the first and second inti-
fadas, and up until the present 
day.

An Israeli settler attacks a left-wing activist at an Israeli outpost in the Israeli-occupied Palestinian village of Jannatah, 
just south of the city of Bethlehem

Washington 
Post ordered 
to rehire fired 
columnist
Washington, United States

The Washington Post 
was ordered Monday 

to reinstate columnist Ka-
ren Attiah, who was fired 
over social media posts she 
wrote in the aftermath of 
right-wing influencer Char-
lie Kirk’s assassination.

Kirk was shot dead in 
September on a Utah col-
lege campus, sparking a 
wave of grief among con-
servatives and threats of a 
clampdown on the “radical 
left” from President Donald 
Trump.

Attiah wrote on social 
media afterward that she 
would not display sadness 
for Kirk’s killing and shared 
the activist’s past racist 
comments about Black 
women.

She was later fired, with 
the Post accusing her of 
“gross misconduct” and of 
violating its social media 
policies. 

An arbitrator ordered the 
Post on Monday to rehire 
Attiah and compensate her 
with back pay, writing in the 
decision that the Post “did 
not have good and sufficient 
cause” for her dismissal.

Chinese vessel caught with 
banned shark fin in Pacific
AFP | Sydney, Australia

Kiribati, a tiny Pacific 
neighbour to Hawaii 
that has grown ties 

with Beijing, detained a Chi-
nese vessel this month for il-
legally harvesting shark fins, 
its maritime police told AFP.

The practice of cutting fins 
off live sharks and throwing 
the carcasses back into the sea 
is banned in much of 
the Pacific Ocean, but 
persists due to demand 
in East and Southeast 
Asia.

The Chinese ship was 
among four vessels detained 
in a surveillance crackdown 
by 11 Pacific island nations be-
tween August 3 and 14, assisted 
by the US Coast Guard in some 
areas and an Australian mili-
tary aircraft. Kiribati, however, 
operates its own patrol boat.

The vessel was licensed to 
ply Kiribati’s waters but was 
detained by the maritime po-
lice after inspectors found 
shark fins on board, com-

mander Tom Redfern told 
AFP.

Israel begins evicting UN training 
centre for Palestinians
AFP | Kafr ‘Aqab, Palestinian 
Territories

Israeli forces began evict-
ing a vocational training 

centre run by the UN agen-
cy for Palestinian refugees 
in an east Jerusalem suburb 
yesterday, in its latest move 
targeting the beleaguered  

organisation.
It follows repeated warn-

ings by UNRWA that Israeli 
authorities were threatening 
its Qalandia training centre, 
located between the east Jeru-
salem neighbourhood of Kafr 
Aqab and the Qalandia refugee 
camp.

CIA director Ratcliffe visiting Moscow
Washington, United States

US Central Intelligence Agen-
cy Director John Ratcliffe is 

visiting Moscow for meetings, 
US media said yesterday after 
flight data showed an American 
military aircraft flew to the Rus-
sian capital.

CBS News quoted sources 
familiar with the situation as 

confirming Ratcliffe's trip, say-
ing it was his first known visit 

to Russia as CIA chief. Axios 
separately confirmed it quoting 
a US official.

There was no immediate 
comment from the CIA or the 
White House when contacted 
by AFP.

Data from Flightradar24 ear-
lier showed a US military C-17 
traveling from the United States 

to Latvia and then on to Mos-
cow.

Ratcliffe's reported vis-
it comes as US-brokered talks 
aimed at ending Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine have stalled. 
But Moscow earlier this month 
freed a former US Marine de-
tained since 2022 amid con-
cerns about his health.

Oman’s top 
diplomat in 
Iran for talks
Tehran, Iran

Oman’s top diplomat 
held talks in Iran on 

Monday, Tehran said, as the 
two countries seek a way to 
regulate transit through the 
Strait of Hormuz, which has 
emerged as a flashpoint in 
the Middle East war.

“Oman’s Foreign Minis-
ter Badr al-Busaidi met and 
talked with Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi in 
Tehran,” an Iranian foreign 
ministry statement said.


