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HISTORY
Battle of Crécy: Edward III’s English 
longbows defeat Philip VI’s army south 
of Calais in northern France, cannons 
are used for the first time in battle

English astronomer 
Edmond Halley first ob-
serves the comet named 

after him

The first free kindergarten in 
the United States is started by 
Susan Blow in Carondelet, a 
suburb of St. Louis, Missouri

British Motor Corporation 
introduces the Morris Mini-Minor, 

designed by Alec Issigonis; it is only 
10 feet long yet seats four passengers
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@WHO received re-
ports of two strikes 

on the Nasser Medical 
Complex this morning, 
resulting in the deaths of 
at least 20 people, includ-
ing four health workers 
and five journalists. Fif-
ty others were injured, 
among them critically 
ill patients who were al-
ready receiving care.,

@DrTedros

Thanks to President 
Trump’s law enforce-

ment policies, crime in DC 
is way down.

@VP

Those who support 
the policies that ena-

ble the abuse of children 
should be utterly shamed 
and shunned.  Tell them 
so to their face and expel 
them from all social inter-
actions.

@elonmusk

Earlier today, held 
productive discus-

sions with Prime Min-
ister Sitiveni Rabuka of 
Fiji. India’s ties with Fiji 
are time-tested and are 
growing significantly. 

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u The Iranian and Russian 
presidents discussed Tehran’s nuclear 
programme yesterday as European 
powers threaten to reimpose sanctions 
on Tehran over the moribund 2015 
deal. Britain, France and Germany 
have threatened to trigger a 
“snapback mechanism” to reintroduce 
UN sanctions that were lifted under 
the agreement unless Iran agrees to 
curb its uranium enrichment and restore 
cooperation with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency’s (IAEA) inspectors. Iran will 
hold talks with the European trio in Geneva 
on Tuesday, Iranian state media reported. 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin held a phone call with Iran’s Masoud Pezeshkian, the 
Kremlin said Monday, in which the pair “touched on the situation around Iran’s 
nuclear programme”.

u The US ambassador to France, Charles 
Kushner, was yesterday ordered to report to the French 
foreign ministry after he criticised Paris for what he 
said was its insufficient action against antisemitism. 
The diplomatic row comes with concerns about an 
increase in antisemitic acts and hate crimes in France 
as international tensions mount over the conflict in 

Gaza. In a letter to French President Emmanuel Macron, Kushner, who is the 
father of US President Donald Trump’s son-in-law, expressed his “deep concern 
over the dramatic rise of antisemitism in France” and the French government’s 
“lack of sufficient action” to confront it. France on Sunday evening said “the 
allegations from the ambassador are unacceptable” and added that Kushner’s 
letter, which was released to the media, violated international law.

u Syria’s interim president, Ahmed al-Sharaa, will speak at the 
United Nations General Assembly next month, a foreign ministry official told 
AFP yesterday, the first Syrian leader to do so in 
decades. Sharaa “will take part in the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York where he will deliver 
a speech”, the official said, requesting anonymity as 
they were not authorised to brief the media. Sharaa 
took power in December after his Islamist group led a 
coalition of forces that toppled longtime ruler Bashar 
al-Assad after nearly 14 years of gruelling civil war. 
“He will be the first Syrian president to speak at the 
United Nations since former president Nureddin al-
Atassi (in 1967), and the first Syrian president ever to 
take part in the General Assembly’s high-level week,” 
scheduled for September 22-30, the official added.

France 
summons US 
ambassador over 
antisemitism 

claims

Syria president 
to speak at UN 
General Assembly: 

official

Russia, Iran 
discuss nuclear 
programme ahead of 

European talks

People stand next to a destroyed fuel truck at the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted an oil company facility the previous day in Yemen’s Huthi-held capital Sanaa

Israel army says 
to ‘conduct initial 
inquiry’ on Gaza 
hospital strike
Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military 
said yesterday it 

will investigate a strike 
in the area of Nasser 
Hospital in Khan Yunis, 
which Gaza’s civil de-
fence agency said killed 
15 people including four 
journalists.

“Earlier today (Mon-
day), IDF troops carried 
out a strike in the area of 
Nasser Hospital in Khan 
Yunis. The Chief of the 
General Staff instruct-
ed to conduct an initial 
inquiry as soon as pos-
sible,” the military said 
in a statement, adding 
it “regrets any harm to 
uninvolved individuals 
and does not target jour-

nalists as such.”

Israel offers 'phased' withdrawal 
if Lebanon disarms Hezbollah

Lebanese army has been deploying in the country's south

• Israel has continued 
to strike Lebanon

• Army occupy five 
areas of the south

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu yesterday said 
Israel was ready to back 

Lebanon's efforts to disarm Hez-
bollah and offered "a phased" 
pullout of its troops if Beirut fol-
lowed through with plans to seize 
the group's weapons.

Following the war between Is-
rael and Iran-backed Hezbollah 
last year, the Lebanese army has 
been deploying in the country's 
south and dismantling the mili-

tant group's infrastructure there.
Lebanon has been grappling 

with the thorny issue of disarm-
ing Hezbollah, with the cabinet 
this month tasking the army with 
developing a plan to do so by the 
end of the year.

Despite the November cease-
fire that ended the war, Israel 
has continued to strike Lebanon, 
saying it will do so until Hezbol-
lah is disarmed.

Israeli forces also continue to 
occupy five areas of the south 
that they deem strategic.

"Israel stands ready to support 
Lebanon in its efforts to disarm 
Hezbollah and to work together 
towards a more secure and stable 
future for both nations," said Ne-
tanyahu, according to a statement 
released by his office.

Israel also acknowledged "the 
significant step taken by the Leb-

anese government", according to 
the statement.

If the Lebanese government 
follows through with the plan, 
Netanyahu said Israel was pre-
pared to "engage in reciprocal 
measures, including a phased 
reduction of IDF (military) pres-
ence in coordination with the 
US-led security mechanism".

'First step'
Later on Monday the Israeli 

military said in a statement it 
had "eliminated" a Hezbollah 
member in southern Lebanon 
and would "continue to operate 
to remove threats posed to the 
citizens of Israel".

Earlier this month, Hezbollah 
leader Naim Qassem promised to 
push back against the Leb-
anese government's 
plans to disarm 
his group.

Last week, US envoy Tom Bar-
rack called on Israel to honour 
commitments under a ceasefire 
that ended its war with Hezbol-
lah.

S P O T L I G H T

SpaceX delays 
Starship 
megarocket launch 
in latest setback
South Padre Island, United 
States

SpaceX delayed a planned 
test flight for its Starship 

megarocket by 24 hours un-
til Monday, saying it needed 
time to troubleshoot prob-
lems, in the latest setback 
for Elon Musk's behemoth 
after a series of explosive 
failures.

The recent problems have 
led some observers to doubt 
whether the world's biggest 
and most powerful launch 
vehicle will be capable 
of taking humans back to 
the Moon -- or achieving 
Musk's dreams of coloniz-
ing Mars.

The rocket had been 
scheduled to blast off on its 
tenth flight from the com-
pany's Starbase in southern 
Texas at 6:30 pm local time 
(2330 GMT) on Sunday.

However, around 15 min-
utes before lift-off, SpaceX 
scrubbed the flight, which 
is a relatively common event 
for space launches.

"Standing down from to-
day's tenth flight of Starship 
to allow time to trouble-
shoot an issue with ground 
systems," it said on X.

Musk later posted on 
the same platform that a 
"ground side liquid oxygen 
leak needs to be fixed."

Trump tightens grip on 
security in US capital

Troops in Washington began carrying their service-issued weapons

• Trump directed 
the hiring of additional 
National Park Police

• Trump also took 
aim at cashless bail 
in a separate order

AFP | Washington, United States

President Donald Trump 
yesterday announced new 
measures that tightened 

his grip on security in Washing-
ton, a day after National Guard 
troops began carrying weapons 
in the US capital.

Trump ordered the deploy-
ment of the National Guard -- 
who now number more than 
2,200 -- earlier this month as 
part of what he has billed as a 

crackdown on allegedly out-of-
control crime in the city.

On Monday, Trump ordered 
Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth to set up a specialized unit 

within Washington's National 
Guard "dedicated to ensuring 
public safety and order in the 
nation's capital."

In the same executive order, 

Trump directed the hiring of 
additional National Park Police 
in the city, as well as more pros-
ecutors to focus on prosecuting 
violent and property crimes.

Trump also took aim at cash-
less bail in a separate order, and 
told law enforcement that any-
one arrested should be held in 
federal custody "to the fullest 
extent permissible" and feder-
al charges should be pursued 
against them.

Those steps are aimed at 
ensuring that "criminal de-
fendants who pose a threat to 
public safety are not released 
from custody prior to trial," the 
president wrote. The previous 
day, National Guard troops in 
Washington began carrying 
their service-issued weapons, 
the US military said, noting that 
they are only authorized to use 
force as a last resort.

National Guard members patrol Union Station in Washington, DC

Hezbollah is the only faction 
that kept its weapons after 
Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil 

war

KNOW WHAT

Five journalists among 20 killed in 
Israeli strikes on Gaza hospital

AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian Ter-
ritories

Gaza's civil defence agency 
said five journalists were 

among at least 20 people killed 
Monday when Israeli strikes hit 
a hospital in the south, with Reu-
ters, the Associated Press and 
Al Jazeera mourning their slain 
contributors.

The ongoing war in Gaza has 
been one of the deadliest for jour-
nalists, with around 200 media 
workers killed over the course 
of the nearly two-year Israeli as-
sault, according to media watch-
dogs.

Civil  defence spokesman 
Mahmud Bassal said "the toll so 
far is 20 martyrs, including five 
journalists and one member of 
the civil defence", after strikes hit 
Khan Yunis's Nasser Hospital -- a 
large medical complex that has 
been targeted several times by 
Israel since the start of the war.

In a statement, the Israeli mil-
itary said its troops on Monday 

"carried out a strike in the area of 
Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis".

"The Chief of the General Staff 
instructed to conduct an initial 
inquiry as soon as possible," it 
said, adding it "regrets any harm 
to uninvolved individuals and 

does not target journalists as 
such".

The civil defence's Bassal said 
an Israeli explosive drone tar-
geted a building at the hospital, 
followed by an air strike as the 
wounded were being evacuated.

Reuters reported that video 
journalist Hussam al-Masri -- a 
contractor who was working for 
the agency -- was operating a live 
feed at the hospital, "which sud-
denly shut down at the moment 
of the initial strike".

A journalist holds the blood-covered camera belonging to Palestinian 
photojournalist Mariam Dagga, a journalist who freelanced for AP since the start of 
the war and who was killed in an Israeli strike on Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis in 
the southern Gaza Strip, during her funeral Mariam Dagga

US studio unearths fossilized 
dinosaur game ‘Turok’
AFP | Paris, France

Everything old is new again, 
especially for gamers at 

the Gamescom trade fair, who 
got a preview of upcoming vid-
eo game “Turok: Origins” -- a 
third-person shooter pitting 
the player against dinosaurs 
and aliens.

The original arrow-twang-
ing Turok was a character in 
1950s comic books, who made 
his way to Nintendo 64 con-
soles in a series of successful 
games in the late 1990s and 
then to other consoles in the 
2000s.

After that, its eponymous 
native American adventurer 
was largely forgotten -- until 
US studio Saber Interactive 
dug him up for “Turok: Ori-
gins” and developed him into a 
game that looks like a blend of 
the “Jurassic Park” and “Pred-
ator” movie franchises.

When Universal Studios -- 
producer of the “Jurassic Park” 
movies -- tapped Saber in 2020 
to develop its Turok intellec-
tual property (IP), the gaming 
company was “shocked”, its 
studio head, Jesus Iglesias, 
told AFP.

“It’s been sleeping for a long 
time,” he noted.

But Saber -- founded in Rus-
sia but now based in Florida in 
the United States -- had a track 
record of reviving some mem-
orable but neglected titles.

“Saber Interactive is known 
for taking, from time to time, 
some dead IPs and rebooting 
them, like we did with (War-
hammer 40,000’s) ‘Space Ma-

rine’, we did with ‘Evil Dead’,” 
Iglesias said.

‘Turok’ reboot
The result is “Turok: Ori-

gins”, part of which was pre-
sented at Gamescom in Ger-
many, one of the biggest gam-
ing trade shows in the world, 
which ended on Sunday after 
welcoming more than 357,000 
visitors.

The game, which Iglesias 
said had 250 people working 
on it at the peak of its develop-
ment, offers single-player and 
multi-player modes to tackle 
AI-controlled enemies.

Whereas the original run 
of Turok was reminiscent of 
early-stage Lara Croft in a 
prehistoric setting, the “Ori-
gins” reboot promises a fluid, 
fast-moving and more cine-
matic experience, as demand-
ed from today’s players.

“We are being respectful 
with the originals, especial-
ly with Turok 1 and Turok 2, 
and also adding some elements 
that help to make the universe 
a little bit more consistent,” 
Iglesias said.

Gamer wait at the Reanimal video 
game of the Tarsier Studios

Trump slams ‘purge’ in S. Korea ahead of visit by President Lee
AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
yesterday suggested that a 

“purge or revolution” was un-
derway in South Korea, hours 
before new President Lee Jae 
Myung was due at the White 
House.

“WHAT IS GOING ON IN SOUTH 
KOREA? Seems like a Purge or 
Revolution. We can’t have that 
and do business there,” Trump 
posted.

He did not specify to what he 
was referring but said he would 
bring it up with Lee.

South Korean prosecutors on 
Sunday filed an arrest warrant 
for former prime minister Han 
Duck-soo, accusing him of aid-
ing ex-president Yoon Suk Yeol 
in his short-lived imposition of 
martial law in December.

Yoon, a conservative with 
close ties with the United States, 
was impeached after his strong-
armed tactic to seize power, 

which he took after facing dead-
lock in parliament.

The martial law bid was a 
throwback to South Korea’s 
earlier era of military rule and 
was swiftly reversed after an 

impromptu popular revolt.
Trump has tested the limits of 

his own presidential authority, 
sending troops into the capital 
Washington in what he called an 
effort to fight crime and earlier 

sending forces into Los Angeles 
after demonstrations against his 
crackdown on immigration.

Lee comes from South Korea’s 
left but has voiced eagerness to 
start a productive relationship 
with Trump.

The two presidents could see 
eye-to-eye on North Korea.

Trump in his first term met 
three times with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, and Lee is 
an advocate of outreach with 
the North.

It is not the first time Trump 
has surprised an unsuspecting 
foreign leader with a disputa-
ble claim about their domestic 
policies.

In May, Trump ambushed 
South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in a White House 
meeting by alleging a “geno-
cide” against white farmers by 
the post-apartheid government, 
which denies any such cam-
paign.

US President Donald Trump listens as South Korean President Lee Jae 
Myung speaks during their meeting in the Oval Office of the White House in 
Washington, D

UN delays vote 
on Lebanon 
peacekeepers
United Nations, United 
States

An expected United Na-
tions Security Council 

vote on the future of the 
blue helmet peacekeep-
ing mission in south Leb-
anon, which has faced US 
and Israeli opposition, was 
pushed back yesterday as 
negotiations continued.

The Council is debating 
a French-drafted compro-
mise that would keep the 
United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). 

Human ancestor Lucy gets first European showing in Prague
AFP | Prague, Czech Republic

The 3.18-million-year-old 
bone fragments of human 

ancestor Lucy, which rarely 
leave Ethiopia, went on display 
in Prague yesterday, with the 
Czech prime minister hailing 
the fossils’ “first ever” showing 
in Europe.

The ancient remains of the 
Australopithecus afarensis were 
discovered in Ethiopia in 1974. 
The find was, at the time, the 
most complete ever made and 
revolutionised the understand-
ing of humanity’s ancestors.

At the Czech National Muse-
um, Lucy’s remains are present-
ed alongside Selam, the fossil 
of a baby Australopithecus who 
lived about 100,000 years earlier 
than Lucy and was found in the 

same place 25 years later.
The fossils lent by Ethiopia’s 

National Museum in Addis Aba-
ba landed in Prague on August 
15, under stringent security 
measures.

“Both skeletons rank among 
the most precious exhibits of 
the global heritage... they are 
exhibited in a European country 
for the first time ever,” Czech 
Prime Minister Petr Fiala said 
at the ceremonial opening with 
a military brass band.

The hyperrealistic artistic 
reconstruction models of human 
ancestor Australopithecus afarensis 
‘Lucy’ (R), and ‘Selam’ (L), a baby 
Australopithecus who lived about 
100,000 years earlier than Lucy, are on 
display at the Czech National Museum 
in Prague


