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Cabinet extends Eid Al-Adha greetings
His Royal Highness 

Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, 

Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, chaired the weekly Cabinet 
Meeting at Gudaibiya Palace to-
day. The Cabinet began by ex-
tending Eid Al-Adha greetings to 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, Bahrain’s citizens and 
residents, and the wider Arab 
and Islamic world.

The Cabinet noted His Maj-
esty’s telephone calls with US 
President Donald Trump and 
other regional and international 
leaders, commending President 
Trump’s efforts to strengthen 
stability and advance dialogue. 
The Cabinet also praised Paki-

stan’s role in brokering a memo-
randum of understanding among 
relevant parties.

The Cabinet congratulated His 
Majesty on the Royal Bahraini 
Air Force’s 50th anniversary, 
recognising the King’s strategic 
vision in establishing the force 
and its vital role in safeguarding 
the Kingdom.

Bahrain’s strong showing at 
the 4th GCC Games in Doha 
was praised, with recognition 
extended to HH Shaikh Nasser 
and HH Shaikh Khalid for their 
leadership of the sports sector. 
The Cabinet also highlighted sig-
nificant progress in the GCC-UK 
Free Trade Agreement, following 
the signing of a Joint Statement.

K e y  D e c i s i o n s  A p p r o v e d
The Cabinet reviewed and approved matters including FATF evaluation preparations, the Unemployment 
Insurance Fund’s 2025 financial statements, a draft law on government implementation responsibilities, 
and a partnership between the Ministry of Education and INJAZ Bahrain.

New Islamic 
Endowments Body
HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
issued Decree (31) of 2026 estab-
lishing and regulating the Council 
of Islamic Endowments Affairs.

This decree establishes the Is-
lamic Endowments Affairs Council, 
a new body attached to the minister 
responsible for Islamic affairs and 
endowments. It gives the coun-
cil the independence needed to 
manage endowments, invest their 
assets, distribute their income, pre-
serve their properties, and oversee 
them according to Islamic law.



His Royal High-
ness Prince Sal-
man bin Ham-

ad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
received Hamad Al Marri, 
co-founder of luxury watch 
brand Furlan Marri, at Gu-
daibiya Palace.

During the meeting, 
HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister highlighted 
the innovation and compet-
itiveness of young entrepre-
neurs, noting their growing 
success across various sec-
tors.

His Royal Highness em-
phasised the importance 
of supporting creative in-
dustries that provide op-
portunities for Arab youth to 
showcase their talents and in-
novations internationally.

HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad congratulated the watch-

making company on its global 
achievements and expanding 
international presence, wishing 
the brand continued success.

For his part, Al Marri ex-

pressed appreciation for Bah-
rain’s support for entrepre-
neurs and the private sector, 
and wished the Kingdom fur-
ther progress and prosperity.

In a kingdom that has long 
positioned itself at the 
crossroads of East and 

West, a new institution is set 
to leave a mark far beyond its 
borders. Bahrain has established 
the King Hamad Global Justice 
Institute — not merely as a gov-
ernment body, but as a state-
ment of values, a declaration 
that justice is not just a domestic 
concern, but a universal one.

The institute was born from 
the highest office in the land. 
A Royal Order issued by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa gave it life — a deliber-
ate act that ties the institution’s 
founding directly to the mon-
archy’s reform legacy and its 
long-standing pledge to trans-
parency, legal integrity, and the 
dignity of every citizen.

Few words capture the am-
bition better than those of Shu-
ra Council Chairman Ali bin 
Saleh Al Saleh, who described 
the institute as a “pioneering 
civilisational step” — language 
that reaches beyond politics 
into identity. He framed it as a 
natural extension of Bahrain’s 
development vision, one rooted 

not only in economic metrics 
but also in the human and Is-
lamic values that have shaped 
this nation for centuries.For Al 
Saleh, the institute proves that 
Bahrain does not simply talk 
about justice — it builds for it. 

Meanwhile, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, 
Ahmed bin Salman Al-Musal-
lam, said the establishment of 
the institute marks a “qualita-
tive addition” to Bahrain’s de-
velopment path and reinforces 
the country’s commitment to 
the rule of law and institutional 
governance.

He said the institute would 
help strengthen Bahrain’s po-
sition as a regional and interna-
tional centre for legal thought, 

justice and human rights, adding 
that it reflects the leadership’s 
vision of embedding legal and 
judicial advancement within 
structured academic and re-
search frameworks.

The Speaker added that nam-
ing the institute after the King 
underscores Bahrain’s commit-
ment to justice and fairness, not-
ing that the protection of rights 
and freedoms is “a daily practice 
and a firm foundation” rather 
than a slogan.

He also said the initiative 
would support knowledge trans-
fer, capacity-building for nation-
al cadres, and the expansion of 
legal dialogue with academic 
and judicial institutions inter-
nationally.
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Coexistence Milestone 
Recognised Globally
Achievement underscores Bahrain’s standing as a global 

model for religious coexistence

His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, 

the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister,  met with the Min-
ister of Transportation and 
Telecommunications and 
Chairman of the King Hamad 
Global Centre for Coexistence 
and Tolerance, HE Dr Shaikh 
Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, 
at Gudaibiya Palace.

The Minister presented HRH 
with Bahrain’s official Guin-
ness World Records certificate, 
recognising the Kingdom as 
having the highest density of 
places of worship for different 
religions — a historic global 
first that further cements Bah-
rain’s reputation as a beacon of 
religious tolerance and free-
dom.

HRH reaffirmed Bahrain’s 
commitment to coexistence, 
tolerance, and pluralism—val-
ues championed by His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa. He praised Bahrainis’ 
openness to diverse cultures 
and beliefs, crediting this spirit 
with elevating the Kingdom’s 
global standing.

HRH highlighted the King 
Hamad Global Centre for Co-
existence and Tolerance as in-
strumental in advancing Bah-
rain’s model, extending his 
best wishes for its continued 
success.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Minister of Finance HE 
Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa and Minister of Cabi-
net Affairs HE Hamad bin Fais-
al Al Maliki.

HRH Crown Prince praises 
Furlan Marri’s global success

More Than a Model, a Mission

Interior Minister receives UAE counterpart’s letter praising 
joint security operations

Bahrain, UAE Strengthen 
Security Ties

Minister of Interior, 
General His Ex-
cellency Sheikh 

Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khali-
fa, received the UAE Ambassa-
dor to Bahrain, His Excellency 
Fahad Mohammed Kurdus Al 
Ameri in the presence of Major 
General Abdullah Mohammed 
Al Zayed, Inspector General of 
the Ministry of Interior.

During the meeting, the Min-
ister received a written letter 
from his counterpart, His High-
ness Lieutenant General Shaikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Interior of the UAE. In the 
letter, Shaikh Saif praised the 
outstanding security efforts of 
Bahrain’s Ministry of Interior, 
which led to the uncovering of 
a major network linked to Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard and the 
ideology of Wilayat al-Faqih 
— and the arrest of several indi-
viduals involved in the criminal 
plot. 

The UAE expressed its full 
solidarity with Bahrain and 
complete support for all meas-
ures taken to preserve the King-
dom’s sovereignty, security, 

and stability. The letter also 
commended the professional-
ism and high performance of 

Bahrain’s security services in 
confronting terrorist schemes.
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Hiya Biya brings Eid 
traditions to life at  
Bu Maher Fort 

The shores of 
B u  M a h e r 
Fo r t  c a m e 
alive during 

Eid Al Adha as families 
gathered to celebrate 
the traditional “Hiya 
Biya” ritual. Children 
participated by placing 
decorated baskets into 
the sea, accompanied 
by traditional Bahraini 
songs in a festive atmos-
phere filled with joy and 

excitement. The event 
attracted residents and 
visitors, many of whom 
emphasized the impor-
tance of preserving such 
traditions and passing 
them on to younger 
generations. Organisers 
said the activity reflects 
Bahrain’s rich cultural 
heritage and strength-
ens community bonds 
during the Eid season.  
(By Hasan Barakat) 

Information Minister Dr. Ramzan bin Abdullah Al Noaimi received US Ambassador Stephanie Hallett in Manama, where 
they discussed bilateral cooperation and areas of mutual interest.

Bilateral Cooperation

H.E. Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh H.E. Ahmed bin Salman Al-Musallam
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As Bahraini pilgrims 
arrive at the holy 

sites this Hajj season, the 
efforts behind their jour-
ney are drawing well-de-
served praise. Bahrain’s 
Hajj Mission, working 
in close coordination 
with Hajj operators, has 
ensured a smooth, com-
fortable, and spiritually 
enriching experience from the 
start.

Shaikh Nabil Mohammed 
Saleh, Chairman of Al Fateh Hajj 
and Umrah Mission, told the Dai-
ly Tribune that Saudi Arabia’s 
continued investment in digital 
services has been a game-chang-
er. “The remarkable progress in 
automating services has facilitat-
ed many transactions, enabling 
faster completion of tasks and 
more accurate follow-up,” he 

said. Electronic platforms have 
simplified procedures for both 
pilgrims and operators alike.

Shaikh Nabil praised Bahrain’s 
Hajj Mission for its outstanding 
cooperation and commitment. 
Regular inspection visits by the 
mission’s leadership, he noted, 
have played a key role in identify-
ing improvements and resolving 
challenges on the ground.

Beyond logistics, Al Fateh 
Campaign has prioritised 
spiritual readiness—distribut-

ing four dedicated 
guidebooks, host-

ing daily Qur’an sessions, and 
launching the Khatmatuka fi Al 
Hajj initiative, encouraging pil-
grims to complete a full recita-
tion of the Holy Qur’an during 
the sacred days.

With over 900 emergency re-
sponse vehicles and thousands of 
healthcare personnel deployed 
across the holy sites, pilgrims 
can focus entirely on their wor-
ship with confidence and peace 
of mind.

Japanese cloth used for 
tailored thobes has 
grown scarce in Bahrain 
and across the Gulf after 

fabric mills in Tokyo cut output by 
an estimated 70 pc, traders said.

The drop has slowed exports to 
Gulf consumer markets amid re-
gional disruptions, leaving agents 
and distributors in Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE with fewer 
supplies and reducing options for 
tailors and customers in Bahrain.

Sadiq Al Durazi, a trader in 
men’s fabrics, said wholesale 
shops and thobe tailors had be-
gun importing Indonesian and 
Chinese cloth as substitutes for 
Japanese fabrics, which remain 
among the most sought-after in 
the Gulf.

Indian linen has also been 
brought into the market as sup-
plies of Japanese summer fab-
rics, including ‘Semiramis’, have 
thinned. Its price has doubled, 
both by the bolt and by the metre, 
he said.

Al Durazi said Bahraini import-
ers, through contact with distrib-
utors in Kuwait, were looking at 
Gulf specifications for Indonesian 
fabrics so they would better suit 
hot weather and serve as a re-
placement for Japanese cloth.

He said Bahrain relies heavily 
on Japanese fabric brought in 

through Kuwaiti companies.
Some tailors have also turned to 

the UAE in search of cloth better 
suited to Bahrain’s summer, he 
added.

The average price of a thobe 
made from 3.5 metres of Indone-
sian or Japanese fabric, including 
tailoring, is BD22, while a linen 
thobe costs about BD17.

Prices are likely to rise in the 
coming days, he said, pointing to 
global shipping costs. Shipping a 
box holding 12 or 16 fabric bolts 
now costs around BD80.

Al Durazi said a black market 
in fabrics was unlikely, as traders 
were already seeking substitutes 
from several sources in Asia and 
Europe.

Yasser Shaaban, owner of a 
thobe tailoring company, said 
Bahrain was short of several well-
known Japanese fabrics, which 
had affected the range of choices 
available to customers.

He said most fabrics now found 

in shops were older stock import-
ed before Ramadan.

Shaaban said customers seek-
ing higher-grade cloth would find 
alternatives from England, Ger-
many and Italy, though at higher 
prices. Fabrics imported from 
parts of Asia, he added, would 
help keep average prices within 
reach as a substitute for Japanese 
cloth.
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KNOW WHAT

Demand for thobe 
tailoring before Eid 
Al Adha is currently 
around 40% of the 
levels usually seen 
before Ramadan 
and Eid Al Fitr.
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Eid Al-Adha

Wishing you and your loved ones
a joyful and blessed

May Allah accept your sacrifices and worship,
forgive your sins, and bless you and
your family with happiness, peace

and abundant blessings.

Japanese Cloth Shortage 
Narrows Thobe Choices

Minister of Municipal-
ities Affairs and Agricul-
ture, Wael bin Nasser Al 
Mubarak, met livestock 
breeders and traders to 
discuss preparations for 
supplying local markets 
ahead of Eid Al-Adha.

The meeting focused 
on ensuring the avail-
ability of livestock and 
meat products during the 
holiday season, when de-
mand traditionally rises 
across the kingdom.
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Pilgrims Arrive, Mission Delivers
Seamless systems, spiritual support, and strong coordination define this year’s 

pilgrimage season

Ensures Eid Supplies 

Exclusive

Shaikh Nabil 
Mohammed Saleh



Six bids have been opened 
for a Ministry of Munici-

palities Affairs and Agriculture 
tender to manage Bahrain’s 
stray dog population across 
the four governorates, with of-
fers running from BD249,810 to 
BD936,375.

The Tender Board opened 
the bids on Monday for a pub-
lic local and GCC request for 
proposals covering a catch-neu-
ter-vaccinate-return scheme, 
known as CNVR.

All Care Veterinary Clinic 
WLL put in the lowest offer at 
BD249,810, followed by Tas-
neem Development Agricul-
ture at BD414,810 and Blue 
Cross Veterinary Clinic WLL at 
BD424,290.547.

Black Gold Equipment Hir-
ing bid BD489,060, while Vita-
min Veterinary Clinic offered 
BD675,675. Tails Veterinary 

Centre WLL submitted the 
highest bid at BD936,375, which 
was accepted on condition.

The tender covers the catch-
ing, sterilising, vaccinating and 
marking of stray dogs, along 
with sheltering and rehabili-
tation. Dogs would then be re-
homed, returned, or handled 
according to their case.

The ministry said the scheme 
is meant to bring stray dog num-
bers under control, improve 
public safety and cut health 
and environmental risks, while 
following recognised animal 
welfare standards.

Five bids were accepted, 
while Tails Veterinary Cen-
tre’s offer carried a condition. 
The Tender Board notice said 
bids remain subject to techni-
cal and financial checks, with 
price used as the main measure 
only after other requirements 
are met.

The Bahrain Tourism & 
Exhibitions Authority 
(BTEA), in partnership 

with Beyon Al Dana Amphithe-
atre, is bringing action-packed 
Eid celebrations to Bahrain with 
The Big Bounce Arabia, the first 
entertainment event under its 
current tourism campaign. The 
event is set to take place at Ex-
hibition World Bahrain (EWB) 
from 28th May to 5th June 2026.

Widely recognized as the 
world’s largest touring inflata-
ble attraction, The Big Bounce 
Arabia will deliver an immer-
sive entertainment experience, 
including giant inflatable play-
grounds, interactive zones, and 
a range of activities for families 
and children of all ages. Guests 
can look forward to a vibrant 
atmosphere and visitor-friendly 
facilities that ensure a safe, com-
fortable, and memorable day out 
for everyone.

BTEA CEO Sara Ahmed Buhiji 
said the event reflects BTEA’s 
commitment to delivering a di-
verse calendar of entertainment 
and tourism experiences for 
citizens, residents, and visitors 
from across the GCC during the 
Eid season. “The collaboration 
with Beyon Al Dana Amphi-
theatre highlights efforts to ex-
pand Bahrain’s entertainment 
offerings through high-quality 
events for all age groups, fur-

ther reinforcing the Kingdom’s 
position as a leading family des-
tination in the region.”

Beyon Al Dana Amphitheatre 
CEO, Damian Bush added that 
the event reflects the venue’s 
commitment to bringing world-
class entertainment experiences 
to Bahrain and further boosting 
the Kingdom’s live entertain-

ment scene.
“The Big Bounce Arabia 

builds on the success of the 
strategic partnership between 
Beyon Al Dana Amphitheatre 
and the BTEA, which continues 
to bring internationally recog-
nized events and family-focused 
experiences to Bahrain, contrib-
uting to a vibrant atmosphere 

and a diverse program of activ-
ities during the Eid period.”

Tickets for The Big Bounce 
A ra b i a  a re  ava i l a b l e  v i a 
manama.platinumlist.net. More 
information and event updates 
can be found via @bahrain.
calendar, Bahrain.com, and the 
BTEA official mobile application.
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World’s biggest inflatable attraction, 
The Big Bounce, arrives at EWB for Eid

Son Torchers Home

First High Criminal Court 
has begun hearing the 
case of a man accused 

of deliberately setting fire to 
his mother’s home following a 
family dispute.

Prosecutors charged the de-
fendant, a man in his forties, 
with intentionally starting a 
fire in a residential proper-
ty and endangering lives and 
property.

According to investigators, 
authorities received reports 
of a house fire on April 9. Civ-
il Defense teams later deter-
mined that the blaze in the 
ground-floor living room had 
been deliberately set.

The defendant’s 79-year-old 
mother told prosecutors that 

her son became angry after 
she advised him to stay out of 
trouble and look for work. She 
said he had previously threat-
ened to burn down the house, 
prompting her to file a police 
complaint.

While at the police station, 
she received news that the 
house had caught fire. Civil 
Defense teams later brought 
the blaze under control.

Officials said the fire caused 
smoke and burn damage inside 
the living room, including loss-
es estimated at 500 Bahraini 
dinars.

The mother also told inves-
tigators that the defendant 
struggled with drug addiction 
and had shown unstable be-

Minors Trafficking Charges

First High Crimi-
nal Court has be-
gun the trial of a 

32-year-old Asian man and 
a 40-year-old Asian wom-
an accused of human traf-
ficking and exploiting two 
underage sisters in prosti-
tution.

Prosecutors alleged the 
defendants used coercion, 
threats and deception to 
force the two Asian victims, 
aged 16 and 17, into prostitu-
tion for financial gain.

According to court docu-
ments, police launched an 
investigation after receiving 
reports about a trafficking 
network exploiting minors 

in Bahrain. Investigators 
later confirmed the allega-
tions.

The victims had report-
edly travelled to Bahrain 
from another Gulf country 
after being promised work 
opportunities by an uniden-
tified person.

Authorities said the de-
fendants arranged clients 
and collected the money 
earned from the activities, 
while the victims allegedly 
received nothing. Prosecu-
tors also said the suspects 
were aware that both girls 
were under the age of 18 
and exploited their difficult 
financial circumstances.

Supervisor handed suspended 
sentence over fatal workplace fall

The court sentenced a labour 
supervisor to six months 
in prison, suspended upon 

payment of a BD100 bail, after a 
77-year-old Bangladeshi worker died 
in a fall from a fourth-floor rooftop.

The First High Criminal Court 
found the supervisor guilty of caus-
ing the worker’s death through neg-
ligence and failure to comply with 
occupational safety requirements.

According to court documents, the 
victim, who worked for a welding 
and fabrication company, was col-
lecting equipment from the roof of 
a restaurant after completing work 
when he lost balance and fell from an 
unsecured side of the building from 
a height of about 20 metres.

He suffered severe head and 
brain injuries and later died from 
his wounds.

A technical report by the Labour 
Ministry’s Occupational Safety and 
Inspection Department classified 
the incident as a workplace acci-
dent caused by unsafe conditions 
at the site.

Investigators said the supervisor 
failed to provide adequate safety 
measures, protective equipment 
and proper site security to ensure 
the worker’s safety while carrying 
out his duties.

The court said the charges were 
closely linked and applied the max-
imum penalty under Article 66 of 
Bahrain’s Penal Code.
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From 
The Court

RHF Strengthens Partnership

Eng. Ebrahim Dalhan Al-Doseri, Acting Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Royal Humanitarian Foundation (RHF), paid 

an official visit to Mr. Mark Thomas, Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Bapco Energies, as part of ongoing efforts to 
further strengthen collaboration and deepen the strategic 
community partnership between RHF and the Group in ad-
vancing humanitarian and charitable initiatives.

Education Vision Praised

Al Nusaiim Internation-
al School celebrated 
the graduation of its 

29th cohort for the academic 
year 2025/2026 on May 25 at 
the Bahrain International Ex-
hibition Centre, in the presence 
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Ali Al Khalifa, Governor of 
the Southern Governorate. 

In his address, His Highness 
the Governor expressed pride 
in Bahrain’s education system 

and its role in advancing nation-
al development, in line with the 
wise directives of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khali-
fa and the continuous support 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister. He affirmed that this 
reflects the Kingdom’s unwa-
vering commitment to building 
a knowledgeable and capable 
Bahraini generation.

One-day turnaround 
for university certificate 

checks introduced

The University of Bah-
rain has enhanced its 
service for verifying 

externally issued documents 
as part of wider government 
efforts to improve and stream-
line public services, officials 
said.

The upgraded digital ser-
vice allows local and inter-
national entities—including 
embassies, institutions and 
private companies—to verify 
the authenticity, validity and 
accuracy of university-issued 
certificates, transcripts and 
academic records through the 
national portal bahrain.bh.

Under the improved sys-
tem, processing time for ver-
ification requests has been 
reduced from two working 

days to just one, while ser-
vice level agreement timelines 
have been cut by at least 25 
percent. Information related 
to the service has also been 
standardised across all official 
channels, aimed at improving 
efficiency and speeding up re-
sponse times.

University of Bahrain Pres-
ident Dr Fouad Mohammed 
Al Ansari said the develop-
ment reflects the institution’s 
broader strategy to advance 
digital services and strengthen 
trust in its official documents.

He added that the initiative 
also supports efforts to facil-
itate faster and more accu-
rate verification processes for 
external organisations, while 
reinforcing cooperation with 
both local and international 
partners.

Six Bids Open for Bahrain Stray Dog 
Control Tender



Six bids have been opened 
for a Ministry of Munici-

palities Affairs and Agriculture 
tender to manage Bahrain’s 
stray dog population across 
the four governorates, with of-
fers running from BD249,810 to 
BD936,375.

The Tender Board opened 
the bids on Monday for a pub-
lic local and GCC request for 
proposals covering a catch-neu-
ter-vaccinate-return scheme, 
known as CNVR.

All Care Veterinary Clinic 
WLL put in the lowest offer at 
BD249,810, followed by Tas-
neem Development Agricul-
ture at BD414,810 and Blue 
Cross Veterinary Clinic WLL at 
BD424,290.547.

Black Gold Equipment Hir-
ing bid BD489,060, while Vita-
min Veterinary Clinic offered 
BD675,675. Tails Veterinary 

Centre WLL submitted the 
highest bid at BD936,375, which 
was accepted on condition.

The tender covers the catch-
ing, sterilising, vaccinating and 
marking of stray dogs, along 
with sheltering and rehabili-
tation. Dogs would then be re-
homed, returned, or handled 
according to their case.

The ministry said the scheme 
is meant to bring stray dog num-
bers under control, improve 
public safety and cut health 
and environmental risks, while 
following recognised animal 
welfare standards.

Five bids were accepted, 
while Tails Veterinary Cen-
tre’s offer carried a condition. 
The Tender Board notice said 
bids remain subject to techni-
cal and financial checks, with 
price used as the main measure 
only after other requirements 
are met.

The Bahrain Tourism & 
Exhibitions Authority 
(BTEA), in partnership 

with Beyon Al Dana Amphithe-
atre, is bringing action-packed 
Eid celebrations to Bahrain with 
The Big Bounce Arabia, the first 
entertainment event under its 
current tourism campaign. The 
event is set to take place at Ex-
hibition World Bahrain (EWB) 
from 28th May to 5th June 2026.

Widely recognized as the 
world’s largest touring inflata-
ble attraction, The Big Bounce 
Arabia will deliver an immer-
sive entertainment experience, 
including giant inflatable play-
grounds, interactive zones, and 
a range of activities for families 
and children of all ages. Guests 
can look forward to a vibrant 
atmosphere and visitor-friendly 
facilities that ensure a safe, com-
fortable, and memorable day out 
for everyone.

BTEA CEO Sara Ahmed Buhiji 
said the event reflects BTEA’s 
commitment to delivering a di-
verse calendar of entertainment 
and tourism experiences for 
citizens, residents, and visitors 
from across the GCC during the 
Eid season. “The collaboration 
with Beyon Al Dana Amphi-
theatre highlights efforts to ex-
pand Bahrain’s entertainment 
offerings through high-quality 
events for all age groups, fur-

ther reinforcing the Kingdom’s 
position as a leading family des-
tination in the region.”

Beyon Al Dana Amphitheatre 
CEO, Damian Bush added that 
the event reflects the venue’s 
commitment to bringing world-
class entertainment experiences 
to Bahrain and further boosting 
the Kingdom’s live entertain-

ment scene.
“The Big Bounce Arabia 

builds on the success of the 
strategic partnership between 
Beyon Al Dana Amphitheatre 
and the BTEA, which continues 
to bring internationally recog-
nized events and family-focused 
experiences to Bahrain, contrib-
uting to a vibrant atmosphere 

and a diverse program of activ-
ities during the Eid period.”

Tickets for The Big Bounce 
A ra b i a  a re  ava i l a b l e  v i a 
manama.platinumlist.net. More 
information and event updates 
can be found via @bahrain.
calendar, Bahrain.com, and the 
BTEA official mobile application.
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World’s biggest inflatable attraction, 
The Big Bounce, arrives at EWB for Eid

Son Torchers Home

First High Criminal Court 
has begun hearing the 
case of a man accused 

of deliberately setting fire to 
his mother’s home following a 
family dispute.

Prosecutors charged the de-
fendant, a man in his forties, 
with intentionally starting a 
fire in a residential proper-
ty and endangering lives and 
property.

According to investigators, 
authorities received reports 
of a house fire on April 9. Civ-
il Defense teams later deter-
mined that the blaze in the 
ground-floor living room had 
been deliberately set.

The defendant’s 79-year-old 
mother told prosecutors that 

her son became angry after 
she advised him to stay out of 
trouble and look for work. She 
said he had previously threat-
ened to burn down the house, 
prompting her to file a police 
complaint.

While at the police station, 
she received news that the 
house had caught fire. Civil 
Defense teams later brought 
the blaze under control.

Officials said the fire caused 
smoke and burn damage inside 
the living room, including loss-
es estimated at 500 Bahraini 
dinars.

The mother also told inves-
tigators that the defendant 
struggled with drug addiction 
and had shown unstable be-

Minors Trafficking Charges

First High Crimi-
nal Court has be-
gun the trial of a 

32-year-old Asian man and 
a 40-year-old Asian wom-
an accused of human traf-
ficking and exploiting two 
underage sisters in prosti-
tution.

Prosecutors alleged the 
defendants used coercion, 
threats and deception to 
force the two Asian victims, 
aged 16 and 17, into prostitu-
tion for financial gain.

According to court docu-
ments, police launched an 
investigation after receiving 
reports about a trafficking 
network exploiting minors 

in Bahrain. Investigators 
later confirmed the allega-
tions.

The victims had report-
edly travelled to Bahrain 
from another Gulf country 
after being promised work 
opportunities by an uniden-
tified person.

Authorities said the de-
fendants arranged clients 
and collected the money 
earned from the activities, 
while the victims allegedly 
received nothing. Prosecu-
tors also said the suspects 
were aware that both girls 
were under the age of 18 
and exploited their difficult 
financial circumstances.

Supervisor handed suspended 
sentence over fatal workplace fall

The court sentenced a labour 
supervisor to six months 
in prison, suspended upon 

payment of a BD100 bail, after a 
77-year-old Bangladeshi worker died 
in a fall from a fourth-floor rooftop.

The First High Criminal Court 
found the supervisor guilty of caus-
ing the worker’s death through neg-
ligence and failure to comply with 
occupational safety requirements.

According to court documents, the 
victim, who worked for a welding 
and fabrication company, was col-
lecting equipment from the roof of 
a restaurant after completing work 
when he lost balance and fell from an 
unsecured side of the building from 
a height of about 20 metres.

He suffered severe head and 
brain injuries and later died from 
his wounds.

A technical report by the Labour 
Ministry’s Occupational Safety and 
Inspection Department classified 
the incident as a workplace acci-
dent caused by unsafe conditions 
at the site.

Investigators said the supervisor 
failed to provide adequate safety 
measures, protective equipment 
and proper site security to ensure 
the worker’s safety while carrying 
out his duties.

The court said the charges were 
closely linked and applied the max-
imum penalty under Article 66 of 
Bahrain’s Penal Code.
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From 
The Court

RHF Strengthens Partnership

Eng. Ebrahim Dalhan Al-Doseri, Acting Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Royal Humanitarian Foundation (RHF), paid 

an official visit to Mr. Mark Thomas, Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Bapco Energies, as part of ongoing efforts to 
further strengthen collaboration and deepen the strategic 
community partnership between RHF and the Group in ad-
vancing humanitarian and charitable initiatives.

Education Vision Praised

Al Nusaiim Internation-
al School celebrated 
the graduation of its 

29th cohort for the academic 
year 2025/2026 on May 25 at 
the Bahrain International Ex-
hibition Centre, in the presence 
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Ali Al Khalifa, Governor of 
the Southern Governorate. 

In his address, His Highness 
the Governor expressed pride 
in Bahrain’s education system 

and its role in advancing nation-
al development, in line with the 
wise directives of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khali-
fa and the continuous support 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister. He affirmed that this 
reflects the Kingdom’s unwa-
vering commitment to building 
a knowledgeable and capable 
Bahraini generation.

One-day turnaround 
for university certificate 

checks introduced

The University of Bah-
rain has enhanced its 
service for verifying 

externally issued documents 
as part of wider government 
efforts to improve and stream-
line public services, officials 
said.

The upgraded digital ser-
vice allows local and inter-
national entities—including 
embassies, institutions and 
private companies—to verify 
the authenticity, validity and 
accuracy of university-issued 
certificates, transcripts and 
academic records through the 
national portal bahrain.bh.

Under the improved sys-
tem, processing time for ver-
ification requests has been 
reduced from two working 

days to just one, while ser-
vice level agreement timelines 
have been cut by at least 25 
percent. Information related 
to the service has also been 
standardised across all official 
channels, aimed at improving 
efficiency and speeding up re-
sponse times.

University of Bahrain Pres-
ident Dr Fouad Mohammed 
Al Ansari said the develop-
ment reflects the institution’s 
broader strategy to advance 
digital services and strengthen 
trust in its official documents.

He added that the initiative 
also supports efforts to facil-
itate faster and more accu-
rate verification processes for 
external organisations, while 
reinforcing cooperation with 
both local and international 
partners.

Six Bids Open for Bahrain Stray Dog 
Control Tender

Students from across 
Bahrain presented arti-
ficial intelligence-driv-

en healthcare solutions at an 
entrepreneurship challenge 
hosted by Al Hilal Healthcare 
Group, highlighting youth en-
gagement in public health in-
novation.

The inaugural Inter-School 
Social Entrepreneurship Chal-
lenge was held at the group’s 
Muharraq branch, coinciding 
with World Hypertension Day, 
and focused on developing 
practical solutions to address 
hypertension, a major global 
health concern.

Ten schools participated: 
Bahrain Indian School, New 
Millennium School, Creativ-
ity Private School, Pakistan 
School, The Indian School, 
The Asian School, The New 
Indian School, Bangladesh 

School, Quality Education 
School, and New Horizon 
School.

The Asian School, Bahrain 
won first place, receiving a BD 
100 prize, a trophy, and gift 
hampers. Its student team de-
veloped an AI-powered plat-
form using large language 
models, featuring modules for 
patient self-management, re-
mote health monitoring and 
physician dashboards.

New Horizon School, Bah-
rain secured second place and 
received a BD 50 prize along 
with a trophy and gifts.

Al Hilal Healthcare Group 
CEO Dr Sharath Chandran 
said the standard of innova-
tion demonstrated by students 
was “exemplary,” adding that 
the organisation aims to inte-
grate advanced AI systems into 
its healthcare delivery model. 
He also said the competition 
would become a permanent 
annual event.

Across Bahrain, ex-
patriate communi-
ties are pouring in 
Eid Al-Adha wishes 

filled with unity, gratitude and 
togetherness, turning distance 
from home into moments of 
shared celebration. Away from 
their families and long-stand-
ing traditions, many recreate 
the spirit of Eid through friend-
ships, neighbourhood bonds 
and community gatherings that 
mirror the warmth of home.

Extending Eid wishes, Indian 
Cultural Foundation Gener-
al Secretary Shameer Pannur 
said the occasion should inspire 
peace, compassion, mutual re-
spect and support for those in 
need. His message reflects a 
wider sentiment among expa-
triate groups, where Eid is seen 
not only as a celebration but 
also as an opportunity to rein-
force social values.

For many communities, 

the festival is also expressed 
through deeply rooted cultural 
practices. 

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une about the Tamil Muslim 
community’s Eid traditions in 
Bahrain, Muhamed Hussain 
Mualim, Managing Director 
of Al-Sarraj Jewellers and 
advisor to the Bahrain Jewel-
lers Association, said families 
mark the occasion with open-
ground prayers and elaborate 
homemade breakfasts featuring 
baked sweets, savouries and 
mutton curry. “The Eid break-

fast will be a huge spread,” he 
said, adding that the day is also 
spent exchanging food and 
visiting friends and relatives 
across the Kingdom.

Adding to these reflections, 
Shamsudheen Vellikulangara, 
General Secretary of KMCC 
Bahrain, echoed the same senti-
ment, noting that “Eid Al-Adha 
is a remembrance of one of his-
tory’s greatest acts of sacrifice,” 
as expatriate communities 

across Bahrain prepare for the 
occasion through gatherings, 
henna competitions, Takbeer 

chants, wearing new clothes, 
Eid prayers, and spending time 
calling loved ones back home.
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Far From Home, Close In Spirit
Families and friends across Bahrain keep Eid traditions alive far from their homelands

Shameer Pannur, Indian 
Cultural Foundation 

General Secretary

Shamsudheen 
Vellikulangara, General 

Secretary of KMCC 
Bahrain 

Muhamed Hussain Mualim, 
Managing Director of 

Al-Sarraj Jewellers and 
advisor to the Bahrain 
Jewellers Association 
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A Seafront Villa Awaits

A flashback to last year’s Eid celebrations by the Indian Cultural Foundation

Youth Drive Medical 
Innovation

Ten schools compete with real-world 
health prototypes
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After the US parent com-
pany of 7-Eleven went 
bankrupt in the early 
1990s, Suzuki helped 

the Japanese side rescue 
and eventually take con-
trol of the iconic Ameri-
can brand — a rare case 
of a Japanese franchisee 
effectively buying back 

its US parent.

KNOW WHAT

Huawei began as a tiny 
telecom reseller in a 
small apartment in 

Shenzhen in 1987 with 
just a few thousand 

dollars in capital. Today, 
it is one of the world’s 
largest telecom equip-
ment makers and has 

built more than half of 
the world’s 5G networks 

outside the United 
States.

KNOW WHAT

Assets  
Cash and cash equivalents  2,406,855   1,779,109   2,153,421 
Islamic placements with financial institutions   2,185,599   2,189,081   2,123,191 
Investments  11,716,051   12,859,904   14,095,755 
Takaful contract assets  -     396   2,592 
Retakaful contract assets  5,086,541   5,930,727   5,824,305 
Other receivables  222,666   233,818   314,615 
Prepayments and other assets  356,102   494,938   520,129 
Statutory deposit  193,302   183,951   152,290 
Property and equipment  24,648   50,428   75,327 
Intangible assets  96,439   114,849   105,013 
Total assets  22,288,203   23,837,201   25,366,638 
   
Liabilities, policyholders’ fund and shareholders’ equity   
Liabilities   
Takaful contract liabilities  19,140,140   17,843,444   18,095,666 
Retakaful contract liabilities  425,492   280,861   75,666 
Payables and other liabilities  1,888,269   1,642,624   1,724,045 
Provision for employees’ leave and 
end-of-service benefits   106,091   222,898   210,996 
Total liabilities  21,559,992   19,989,827   20,106,373 
   
Policyholders’ fund   
Deficit in General Takaful fund  (5,762,329)  (2,863,545)  (1,704,741)
Investments fair value reserve  -     4,875   131,250 
Total deficit in Policyholders’ 
Fund - General Takaful  (5,762,329)  (2,858,670)  (1,573,491)
   
Deficit in Family Takaful fund  (1,022,320)  (726,257)  (510,566)
Takaful finance reserve  40,312   194,318   253,659 
Investments fair value reserve  (183,656)  (87,140)  226,875 
Total deficit in Policyholders’ 
Fund - Family Takaful  (1,165,664)  (619,079)  (30,032)
Total policyholders’ fund  (6,927,993)  (3,477,749)  (1,603,523)
   
Shareholders’ equity   
Share capital  6,667,000   6,667,000   6,667,000 
Retained earnings  865,477   561,767   326,116 
Statutory reserve  91,852   58,106   31,923 
Investments fair value reserve  31,875   38,250   (161,250)
Total shareholders’ equity  7,656,204   7,325,123   6,863,789 
   
Total liabilities, policyholders’ fund    
and shareholders’ equity  22,288,203   23,837,201   25,366,638 

Statement of comprehensive income  
For the year ended 31 December 2025

Medgulf Takaful B.S.C. (c)
31 December 

2024
BHD

(Restated)

31 December 
2025
BHD

31 December 
2025
BHD

31 December 
2024
BHD

(Restated)

1 January 
2024
BHD

(Restated)

Statement of policyholders’ revenue and expenses    
For the year ended 31 December 2025 

  General Takaful   Family Takaful   General Takaful   Family Takaful

31 December 2025 
BHD

31 December 2024 
BHD 

(Restated)

The financials have been audited by BDO, Kingdom of Bahrain, and approved by the Board of directors on 21 May 2026 and signed on their behalf by:

 Chairman   Deputy Chaiman
 Interested parties may contact the Company at the below address for full financial statements.

Registered Office: 14th Floor, Bait Al Tijjar, Building 519, Road 1010, Block 410, Sanabis. P.O.Box 31397, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain Tel: + 973 17218881
Medgulf Takaful B.S.C (c) are authorised by Central Bank of Bahrain . C.R.: 66716

Statement of financial position    
as at 31 December 2025   

Income  
Wakala, management and other fees earned  2,217,275   2,223,728 
Investment income  438,753   358,807 
Other income  103,183   8,068 
Total income  2,759,211   2,590,603 
  
Expenses  
Staff expenses  (1,038,709)  (1,033,595)
Acquisition costs  (557,661)  (580,521)
Other operating expenses  (753,038)  (666,300)
(Allowance for) / reversal of impairment 
on financial assets  (3,527)  20,346 
Depreciation  (26,528)  (29,304)
Amortisation of intangible assets  (42,292)  (39,395)
Total expenses  (2,421,755)  (2,328,769)
  
Net profit for the period attributable to shareholders  337,456   261,834 
  
Other comprehensive loss/income  
  
Items that will not be reclassified to income  
         in subsequent period  
Change in fair value of FVOCI investments  (6,375)  199,500 
Total other comprehensive loss for the year  (6,375)  199,500 
  
Total comprehensive income/(loss) for the year  331,081   461,334 
  

Takaful contributions  7,534,604   1,921,948   6,866,952   2,053,419 
Takaful service expense  (9,374,004)  (1,399,130)  (6,363,386)  (1,305,933)
Takaful results before retakaful contracts held  (1,839,400)  522,818   503,566   747,486 
    
Net (expense) / income from retakaful contracts held  (1,002,869)  (212,905)  (1,751,472)  (607,753)
    
Takaful service results  (2,842,269)  309,913   (1,247,906)  139,733 
    
Net finance expense from takaful contracts  (151,102)  (803,024)  (143,110)  (590,375)
Net finance income for retakaful contracts  -     221,721   -     191,063 
    
Net takaful operations results  (2,993,371)  (271,390)  (1,391,016)  (259,579)
Investment income  83,221   -     196,296   -   
Other income / (operating expenses)  11,366   (24,673)  35,916   43,889 
    
Deficit of takaful revenue over expenses for the year  (2,898,784)  (296,063)  (1,158,804)  (215,690)
    
Other comprehensive loss    
Items that may be reclassified to income in subsequent period    
Change in fair value of FVOCI investments  (4,875)  (96,516)  (126,375)  (314,015)
Takaful finance income / (expense)  -     (86,209)  -     (587,174)
Total other comprehensive loss for the year  (4,875)  (182,725)  (126,375)  (901,189)
Total comprehensive loss for the year  (2,903,659)  (478,788)  (1,285,179)  (1,116,879)
    

Toshifumi Suzuki, ‘father’ of Japan 
convenience stores, dies at 93

• Suzuki -- known 
as the “father of the 
convenience store” 
in Japan -- died due 
to heart failure

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

Former chairman of Seven & i 
Holdings Toshifumi Suzuki, 

credited for the global success 
of 7-Eleven convenience stores, 
has died at the age of 93, the 
company said Monday.

Suzuki -- known as the “fa-
ther of the convenience store” 
in Japan -- died due to heart 
failure on May 18, the company 
said in a statement.

“We would like to express 
our deepest gratitude for the 
kindness shown to him during 
his lifetime and respectfully 
inform you of his passing,” the 
statement said.

Suzuki is known for opening 
the first 7-Eleven in Japan in 
1974 and growing the business 
into the world’s largest con-
venience store chain, including 
through turning the struggling 
US headquarters into a subsid-
iary of the Japanese company 
and rebuilding it.

He told the Asahi newspaper 
in an interview that he person-
ally came up with the idea of 
selling rice balls, or onigiri in 
Japanese, at 7-Eleven stores. 

More than 2 billion of the 
snacks are now sold annually 
in their branches around Japan, 
the Asahi said.

After joining major su-
permarket chain operator 
Ito-Yokado in 1963, Suzuki 
brought the convenience store 
format to Japan from the US 
through 7-Eleven.

He introduced 24-hour oper-
ations, as well as a wide range of 
other services including ATMs 
and utility bill payments.

In 1978, he became president 
of Seven-Eleven Japan, and in 
2005, when the holding com-
pany Seven & i Holdings was 
established to integrate the 
group’s supermarket and family 
restaurant businesses, he took 
over as chairman and CEO.

Suzuki quit the company 
in 2016 after losing a board-
room battle that critics said 
was aimed at putting his son 
in charge.

The personnel shake-up he 
proposed was fiercely opposed 
by US billionaire investor Daniel 
Loeb, who accused the compa-
ny of slipping toward nepotism.

India 
hikes fuel 
prices 
again 
AFP | New Delhi, India

India's state-run fuel 
companies raised pet-

rol and diesel prices for 
the fourth time in 10 days  
yesterday.

Automobile fuel prices 
have increased by five per-
cent since the war broke out 
in February.

Fuel rates vary across 
the country but prices have 
broadly been increased 
by a little over two rupees 
($0.02) after the latest ad-
justment.

In New Delhi, petrol 
prices rose to 102.12 rupees 
from 99.5 rupees, while die-
sel is now at 95.20 rupees.

The hike comes days after 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said restrictions on 
fuel use were necessary to 
save foreign currency spent 
on imports.

India has ramped up 
imports of Russian crude 
to plug gaps in supplies 
from the Middle East, 
ship-tracking and import 
data show, following a 
temporary US waiver on  
sanctions.

Earlier this month, min-
ister for petroleum and 
natural gas Hardeep Sin-
gh Puri said oil marketing 
companies had taken a hit 
on their revenues -- losses 
of up to $120 million per 
day -- but assured "uninter-
rupted energy imports and 
 supply".

Huawei touts new chipmaking 
technology to sidestep US restrictions
• Sanctions since 
2019 have cut Huawei’s 
access to components 
and technologies made 
by the United States 
and some of its allies

AFP | Shanghai, China

Chinese tech giant Hua-
wei said yesterday it had 
developed a new way of 

making semiconductors that 
could get around its US-en-
forced lack of access to the most 
advanced chipmaking equip-
ment.

Huawei has been at the cen-
tre of a geopolitical standoff in 

recent years after Washington 
warned its equipment could be 
used by the Chinese govern-
ment for espionage, an allega-
tion the firm denies.

Sanctions since 2019 have cut 
Huawei’s access to components 
and technologies made by the 
United States and some of its 
allies -- including the lithogra-
phy machines used to make the 
world’s most advanced chips.

However, the head of Hua-
wei’s semiconductor division 
He Tingbo said on Monday 
that the company will be able 
to produce chips equivalent to 
next-generation 1.4-nanometre 
(1.4nm) ones by 2031.

Taiwan’s TSMC, the industry 
leader, has projected it will be 
able to do the same by 2028.

Cutting-edge chips that can 
train and power artificial intel-
ligence systems are a crucial and 
highly sensitive element of the 
technology rivalry between the 
United States and China.

The computing power of 
chips has increased dramati-

cally over the decades as makers 
cram them with more micro-
scopic electronic components.

Huawei’s announcement sug-
gests it might have sidestepped 
the need for extreme ultraviolet 
lithography (EUV) machines, 
which have been considered 
crucial for mass manufacturing 
chips of 5nm or under.

“Over the past six years, I 
have often been asked... how did 
you survive and come back on 
top?” He said in a presentation 
to the International Symposium 
on Circuits and Systems (ISCAS) 
in Shanghai.

She said the new technique 
came about through a shift in 
how chipmaking has been con-
ceptualised historically.

“Moore’s Law”, a principle 
developed by Intel co-founder 
Gordon Moore, states that the 
number of transistors -- devices 
regulating the flow of electricity 
-- on a chip doubles every two 
years.

A higher density of transistors 
results in a smaller chip or one 

the same size with faster pro-
cessing power.

He proposed on Monday “the 
Tau Scaling Law”, or “Her’s 
Law”, by which instead of op-
timising for space, designers 
optimise for the time taken for 
the various elements making up 
a chip to communicate.

This overcomes a key chal-
lenge facing Moore’s Law that 
Intel sums up as: “You can make 
something smaller and smaller 
and smaller... until you can’t”.

US sanctions have meant that 
“these challenges arrived earlier 
and are tougher” for Huawei, 
He said. “Our solution is feasi-
ble and affordable. The perfor-
mance of the new chip can fully 
compete with that of the other 
path,” she said.

Huawei’s next iteration of its 
Kirin chip, set to launch in the 
autumn, will be the first to ful-
ly adopt an architecture called 
“LogicFolding” based on the 
new principle, the company 
said.

‘No way out’
“Over the past six years, there 

was a period when I felt quite 
frustrated, as if there was really 
no way out,” He told reporters 
after the ISCAS presentation.

But she said she had been 
inspired by “a masterpiece of 
engineering”, southwestern 
China’s Dujiangyan irrigation 
system that was originally con-
structed around 256 BC.

She said she realised she 
was just facing problems oth-
ers would come across 10 years 
later.

Japan plans $19 
bn extra budget as 
costs rise with Iran 
war

Tokyo, Japan

Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Sanae Takaichi said 

yesterday the government 
will compile a $19 billion 
supplementary budget to 
support households grap-
pling with soaring everyday 
costs driven by the Iran war.

Takaichi said the budget, 
which is about 3 trillion yen, 
will be used to ease the ris-
ing cost of petrol, electricity 
and gas, explaining that “the 
situation in the Middle East 
remains uncertain”.

“With a view to minimis-
ing risk, we have drawn up 
a supplementary budget to 
ensure we’re fully prepared 
financially,” she told report-
ers, adding the draft would 
be submitted to parliament 
possibly next week.

Early this month, leading 
potato chip maker Calbee 
unveiled a new grey pack-
aging for 14 product lines, 
swapping its signature or-
ange-and-yellow packets, 
with local media attributing 
the move to an ink shortage 
linked to the Iran war.

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi
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After the US parent com-
pany of 7-Eleven went 
bankrupt in the early 
1990s, Suzuki helped 

the Japanese side rescue 
and eventually take con-
trol of the iconic Ameri-
can brand — a rare case 
of a Japanese franchisee 
effectively buying back 

its US parent.

KNOW WHAT

Huawei began as a tiny 
telecom reseller in a 
small apartment in 

Shenzhen in 1987 with 
just a few thousand 

dollars in capital. Today, 
it is one of the world’s 
largest telecom equip-
ment makers and has 

built more than half of 
the world’s 5G networks 

outside the United 
States.

KNOW WHAT

Assets  
Cash and cash equivalents  2,406,855   1,779,109   2,153,421 
Islamic placements with financial institutions   2,185,599   2,189,081   2,123,191 
Investments  11,716,051   12,859,904   14,095,755 
Takaful contract assets  -     396   2,592 
Retakaful contract assets  5,086,541   5,930,727   5,824,305 
Other receivables  222,666   233,818   314,615 
Prepayments and other assets  356,102   494,938   520,129 
Statutory deposit  193,302   183,951   152,290 
Property and equipment  24,648   50,428   75,327 
Intangible assets  96,439   114,849   105,013 
Total assets  22,288,203   23,837,201   25,366,638 
   
Liabilities, policyholders’ fund and shareholders’ equity   
Liabilities   
Takaful contract liabilities  19,140,140   17,843,444   18,095,666 
Retakaful contract liabilities  425,492   280,861   75,666 
Payables and other liabilities  1,888,269   1,642,624   1,724,045 
Provision for employees’ leave and 
end-of-service benefits   106,091   222,898   210,996 
Total liabilities  21,559,992   19,989,827   20,106,373 
   
Policyholders’ fund   
Deficit in General Takaful fund  (5,762,329)  (2,863,545)  (1,704,741)
Investments fair value reserve  -     4,875   131,250 
Total deficit in Policyholders’ 
Fund - General Takaful  (5,762,329)  (2,858,670)  (1,573,491)
   
Deficit in Family Takaful fund  (1,022,320)  (726,257)  (510,566)
Takaful finance reserve  40,312   194,318   253,659 
Investments fair value reserve  (183,656)  (87,140)  226,875 
Total deficit in Policyholders’ 
Fund - Family Takaful  (1,165,664)  (619,079)  (30,032)
Total policyholders’ fund  (6,927,993)  (3,477,749)  (1,603,523)
   
Shareholders’ equity   
Share capital  6,667,000   6,667,000   6,667,000 
Retained earnings  865,477   561,767   326,116 
Statutory reserve  91,852   58,106   31,923 
Investments fair value reserve  31,875   38,250   (161,250)
Total shareholders’ equity  7,656,204   7,325,123   6,863,789 
   
Total liabilities, policyholders’ fund    
and shareholders’ equity  22,288,203   23,837,201   25,366,638 

Statement of comprehensive income  
For the year ended 31 December 2025

Medgulf Takaful B.S.C. (c)
31 December 

2024
BHD

(Restated)

31 December 
2025
BHD

31 December 
2025
BHD

31 December 
2024
BHD

(Restated)

1 January 
2024
BHD

(Restated)

Statement of policyholders’ revenue and expenses    
For the year ended 31 December 2025 

  General Takaful   Family Takaful   General Takaful   Family Takaful

31 December 2025 
BHD

31 December 2024 
BHD 

(Restated)

The financials have been audited by BDO, Kingdom of Bahrain, and approved by the Board of directors on 21 May 2026 and signed on their behalf by:

 Chairman   Deputy Chaiman
 Interested parties may contact the Company at the below address for full financial statements.

Registered Office: 14th Floor, Bait Al Tijjar, Building 519, Road 1010, Block 410, Sanabis. P.O.Box 31397, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain Tel: + 973 17218881
Medgulf Takaful B.S.C (c) are authorised by Central Bank of Bahrain . C.R.: 66716

Statement of financial position    
as at 31 December 2025   

Income  
Wakala, management and other fees earned  2,217,275   2,223,728 
Investment income  438,753   358,807 
Other income  103,183   8,068 
Total income  2,759,211   2,590,603 
  
Expenses  
Staff expenses  (1,038,709)  (1,033,595)
Acquisition costs  (557,661)  (580,521)
Other operating expenses  (753,038)  (666,300)
(Allowance for) / reversal of impairment 
on financial assets  (3,527)  20,346 
Depreciation  (26,528)  (29,304)
Amortisation of intangible assets  (42,292)  (39,395)
Total expenses  (2,421,755)  (2,328,769)
  
Net profit for the period attributable to shareholders  337,456   261,834 
  
Other comprehensive loss/income  
  
Items that will not be reclassified to income  
         in subsequent period  
Change in fair value of FVOCI investments  (6,375)  199,500 
Total other comprehensive loss for the year  (6,375)  199,500 
  
Total comprehensive income/(loss) for the year  331,081   461,334 
  

Takaful contributions  7,534,604   1,921,948   6,866,952   2,053,419 
Takaful service expense  (9,374,004)  (1,399,130)  (6,363,386)  (1,305,933)
Takaful results before retakaful contracts held  (1,839,400)  522,818   503,566   747,486 
    
Net (expense) / income from retakaful contracts held  (1,002,869)  (212,905)  (1,751,472)  (607,753)
    
Takaful service results  (2,842,269)  309,913   (1,247,906)  139,733 
    
Net finance expense from takaful contracts  (151,102)  (803,024)  (143,110)  (590,375)
Net finance income for retakaful contracts  -     221,721   -     191,063 
    
Net takaful operations results  (2,993,371)  (271,390)  (1,391,016)  (259,579)
Investment income  83,221   -     196,296   -   
Other income / (operating expenses)  11,366   (24,673)  35,916   43,889 
    
Deficit of takaful revenue over expenses for the year  (2,898,784)  (296,063)  (1,158,804)  (215,690)
    
Other comprehensive loss    
Items that may be reclassified to income in subsequent period    
Change in fair value of FVOCI investments  (4,875)  (96,516)  (126,375)  (314,015)
Takaful finance income / (expense)  -     (86,209)  -     (587,174)
Total other comprehensive loss for the year  (4,875)  (182,725)  (126,375)  (901,189)
Total comprehensive loss for the year  (2,903,659)  (478,788)  (1,285,179)  (1,116,879)
    

Toshifumi Suzuki, ‘father’ of Japan 
convenience stores, dies at 93

• Suzuki -- known 
as the “father of the 
convenience store” 
in Japan -- died due 
to heart failure

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

Former chairman of Seven & i 
Holdings Toshifumi Suzuki, 

credited for the global success 
of 7-Eleven convenience stores, 
has died at the age of 93, the 
company said Monday.

Suzuki -- known as the “fa-
ther of the convenience store” 
in Japan -- died due to heart 
failure on May 18, the company 
said in a statement.

“We would like to express 
our deepest gratitude for the 
kindness shown to him during 
his lifetime and respectfully 
inform you of his passing,” the 
statement said.

Suzuki is known for opening 
the first 7-Eleven in Japan in 
1974 and growing the business 
into the world’s largest con-
venience store chain, including 
through turning the struggling 
US headquarters into a subsid-
iary of the Japanese company 
and rebuilding it.

He told the Asahi newspaper 
in an interview that he person-
ally came up with the idea of 
selling rice balls, or onigiri in 
Japanese, at 7-Eleven stores. 

More than 2 billion of the 
snacks are now sold annually 
in their branches around Japan, 
the Asahi said.

After joining major su-
permarket chain operator 
Ito-Yokado in 1963, Suzuki 
brought the convenience store 
format to Japan from the US 
through 7-Eleven.

He introduced 24-hour oper-
ations, as well as a wide range of 
other services including ATMs 
and utility bill payments.

In 1978, he became president 
of Seven-Eleven Japan, and in 
2005, when the holding com-
pany Seven & i Holdings was 
established to integrate the 
group’s supermarket and family 
restaurant businesses, he took 
over as chairman and CEO.

Suzuki quit the company 
in 2016 after losing a board-
room battle that critics said 
was aimed at putting his son 
in charge.

The personnel shake-up he 
proposed was fiercely opposed 
by US billionaire investor Daniel 
Loeb, who accused the compa-
ny of slipping toward nepotism.

India 
hikes fuel 
prices 
again 
AFP | New Delhi, India

India's state-run fuel 
companies raised pet-

rol and diesel prices for 
the fourth time in 10 days  
yesterday.

Automobile fuel prices 
have increased by five per-
cent since the war broke out 
in February.

Fuel rates vary across 
the country but prices have 
broadly been increased 
by a little over two rupees 
($0.02) after the latest ad-
justment.

In New Delhi, petrol 
prices rose to 102.12 rupees 
from 99.5 rupees, while die-
sel is now at 95.20 rupees.

The hike comes days after 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said restrictions on 
fuel use were necessary to 
save foreign currency spent 
on imports.

India has ramped up 
imports of Russian crude 
to plug gaps in supplies 
from the Middle East, 
ship-tracking and import 
data show, following a 
temporary US waiver on  
sanctions.

Earlier this month, min-
ister for petroleum and 
natural gas Hardeep Sin-
gh Puri said oil marketing 
companies had taken a hit 
on their revenues -- losses 
of up to $120 million per 
day -- but assured "uninter-
rupted energy imports and 
 supply".

Huawei touts new chipmaking 
technology to sidestep US restrictions
• Sanctions since 
2019 have cut Huawei’s 
access to components 
and technologies made 
by the United States 
and some of its allies

AFP | Shanghai, China

Chinese tech giant Hua-
wei said yesterday it had 
developed a new way of 

making semiconductors that 
could get around its US-en-
forced lack of access to the most 
advanced chipmaking equip-
ment.

Huawei has been at the cen-
tre of a geopolitical standoff in 

recent years after Washington 
warned its equipment could be 
used by the Chinese govern-
ment for espionage, an allega-
tion the firm denies.

Sanctions since 2019 have cut 
Huawei’s access to components 
and technologies made by the 
United States and some of its 
allies -- including the lithogra-
phy machines used to make the 
world’s most advanced chips.

However, the head of Hua-
wei’s semiconductor division 
He Tingbo said on Monday 
that the company will be able 
to produce chips equivalent to 
next-generation 1.4-nanometre 
(1.4nm) ones by 2031.

Taiwan’s TSMC, the industry 
leader, has projected it will be 
able to do the same by 2028.

Cutting-edge chips that can 
train and power artificial intel-
ligence systems are a crucial and 
highly sensitive element of the 
technology rivalry between the 
United States and China.

The computing power of 
chips has increased dramati-

cally over the decades as makers 
cram them with more micro-
scopic electronic components.

Huawei’s announcement sug-
gests it might have sidestepped 
the need for extreme ultraviolet 
lithography (EUV) machines, 
which have been considered 
crucial for mass manufacturing 
chips of 5nm or under.

“Over the past six years, I 
have often been asked... how did 
you survive and come back on 
top?” He said in a presentation 
to the International Symposium 
on Circuits and Systems (ISCAS) 
in Shanghai.

She said the new technique 
came about through a shift in 
how chipmaking has been con-
ceptualised historically.

“Moore’s Law”, a principle 
developed by Intel co-founder 
Gordon Moore, states that the 
number of transistors -- devices 
regulating the flow of electricity 
-- on a chip doubles every two 
years.

A higher density of transistors 
results in a smaller chip or one 

the same size with faster pro-
cessing power.

He proposed on Monday “the 
Tau Scaling Law”, or “Her’s 
Law”, by which instead of op-
timising for space, designers 
optimise for the time taken for 
the various elements making up 
a chip to communicate.

This overcomes a key chal-
lenge facing Moore’s Law that 
Intel sums up as: “You can make 
something smaller and smaller 
and smaller... until you can’t”.

US sanctions have meant that 
“these challenges arrived earlier 
and are tougher” for Huawei, 
He said. “Our solution is feasi-
ble and affordable. The perfor-
mance of the new chip can fully 
compete with that of the other 
path,” she said.

Huawei’s next iteration of its 
Kirin chip, set to launch in the 
autumn, will be the first to ful-
ly adopt an architecture called 
“LogicFolding” based on the 
new principle, the company 
said.

‘No way out’
“Over the past six years, there 

was a period when I felt quite 
frustrated, as if there was really 
no way out,” He told reporters 
after the ISCAS presentation.

But she said she had been 
inspired by “a masterpiece of 
engineering”, southwestern 
China’s Dujiangyan irrigation 
system that was originally con-
structed around 256 BC.

She said she realised she 
was just facing problems oth-
ers would come across 10 years 
later.

Japan plans $19 
bn extra budget as 
costs rise with Iran 
war

Tokyo, Japan

Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Sanae Takaichi said 

yesterday the government 
will compile a $19 billion 
supplementary budget to 
support households grap-
pling with soaring everyday 
costs driven by the Iran war.

Takaichi said the budget, 
which is about 3 trillion yen, 
will be used to ease the ris-
ing cost of petrol, electricity 
and gas, explaining that “the 
situation in the Middle East 
remains uncertain”.

“With a view to minimis-
ing risk, we have drawn up 
a supplementary budget to 
ensure we’re fully prepared 
financially,” she told report-
ers, adding the draft would 
be submitted to parliament 
possibly next week.

Early this month, leading 
potato chip maker Calbee 
unveiled a new grey pack-
aging for 14 product lines, 
swapping its signature or-
ange-and-yellow packets, 
with local media attributing 
the move to an ink shortage 
linked to the Iran war.

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi
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NBB introduces Yalla Eidiya Pocket through 
its Yalla Family Banking proposition

Turning Eid Gifting into a Digital Saving Experience

• Customers can create a 
dedicated Yalla Eidiya Pocket 
within the NBB app and save 
BHD 20 to qualify for the raffle

Manama

The National Bank of Bahrain (NBB) has 
launched the Yalla Eidiya Campaign, in-
troduced under its broader Yalla Family 

Banking proposition. The initiative aims to en-
courage digital engagement and promote positive 
saving behaviour among the youth by connecting 
one of Eid’s most cherished traditions, Eidiya, 
with practical money management through the 
NBB App.

Customers can create a dedicated Yalla Eidiya 
Pocket within the NBB app and save BHD 20 to 
qualify for the raffle. A total of 20 winners will 

each receive BHD 50, giving families an engaging 
way to introduce children to the value of saving 
while adding a rewarding element to the Eid 
experience. The campaign will run from 25th 
May to 22nd June 2026, with the raffle draw 
scheduled to take place on 5th July 2026.

Pockets is a digital savings wallet that ena-
bles children to clearly set their savings goals, 
easily track their progress, and strengthen their 
financial understanding, all within a safe and 
user-friendly digital environment.

Commenting on the occasion, Subah Abdullatif 
Al Zayani, Chief Executive – Retail Banking at 
NBB, said, “Saving can start with something as 

simple as Eidiya. By going digital, our children 
can now easily develop financial awareness 
from an early age, boosting their confidence in 
managing their money in a fun and engaging  
way.”

The Yalla Eidiya Campaign builds on the ob-
jectives of Yalla Family Banking, which aims to 
give young users a more accessible introduction 
to banking while providing parents with digital 
tools that support financial education at home. 

By making saving more interactive and re-
warding, the Bank continues to support custom-
ers with solutions that combine convenience 
with long-term benefits.

The Yalla Eidiya Campaign builds on the objectives of Yalla 
Family Banking, which aims to give young users a more 

accessible introduction to banking while providing parents 
with digital tools that support financial education at home. 

Al Salam Bank launches an exclusive offer with Keeta featuring 
discounts of up to 50% in celebration of Eid Al Adha

Manama

Al Salam Bank has an-
nounced the launch of 
its exclusive offer in col-

laboration with Keeta, in cele-
bration of Eid Al Adha, enabling 
its Credit and Prepaid cardhold-
ers to benefit from up to 50% 
discount daily during the offer 
when paying through the app 
using their cards.

Al Salam Bank clients will be 
able to benefit from the limit-
ed-time offer during the period, 
running from 27 to 31 May 2026. 
Credit and Prepaid cardholders 
will receive up to 50% discount, 
capped at BD 2 daily, when reg-
istering on the Keeta app, adding 
their Al Salam Bank card to the 
wallet, and using it to complete 
the payment, with a minimum 
order value of BD 4. Each client 
can redeem the discount once 
daily throughout the offer peri-
od. The offer is valid for a limited 
number of clients and terms and 
conditions apply.

Commenting on the occa-

sion, Mr. Mohammed Buhijji– 
Chief Retail Banking Officer at 
Al Salam Bank, said: “We are 
pleased to announce our collab-
oration with Keeta to launch this 
exclusive offer in celebration 
of Eid Al Adha, providing our 
clients with additional reward-
ing benefits that cater to their 

everyday needs and enhance the 
value of using Al Salam Bank 
cards across various digital plat-
forms and services. We encour-
age our valued clients to take 
advantage of this limited-time 
offer during the offer period 
by adding their Al Salam Bank 
Credit or Prepaid cards to the 

Keeta app and using them for 
payment, enabling them to en-
joy a seamless and rewarding 
experience throughout the Eid  
holiday.”

On his part, Mr. Aiden Qiao, 
General Manager of Keeta Bah-
rain, said: “We are pleased to 
collaborate with Al Salam Bank 
to launch this exclusive offer 
in celebration of Eid Al Adha, 
reflecting our commitment to 
delivering greater value and con-
venience to users in Bahrain. 
Through this collaboration, Al 
Salam Bank Credit and Prepaid 
cardholders will be able to enjoy 
rewarding daily discounts when 
using the Keeta app, further en-
hancing their digital ordering 
and payment experience during 
the Eid period.”

For more information about 
Al Salam Bank’s products and 
services, please visit the web-
site www.alsalambank.com, con-
tact the Bank via WhatsApp on 
17005500, or book an appoint-
ment at the virtual branch via 
the Skiplino app.

Mr. Aiden Qiao, General Manager of 
Keeta Bahrain

Mr. Mohammed Buhijji– Chief Retail 
Banking Officer at Al Salam Bank

Oil drops below $100 on hopes of US-Iran deal to open Hormuz
AFP | Paris, France

Oil prices plunged below 
$100 a barrel on Monday 

and stock markets rallied as in-
vestors raised their expectations 
of a reopening of the Strait of 
Hormuz following signs that 
Washington and Iran were edg-
ing closer to a deal.

Both North Sea Brent, the 
international benchmark, and 
West Texas Intermediate crude 
futures contracts were down 
more than 5% after headlines 
over the weekend suggested pro-
gress on talks to end the Middle 
East war.

A deal could be announced 
“today”, US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio said Monday dur-
ing a visit to New Delhi.

His comment came after Pres-
ident Donald Trump said nego-

tiations were being conducted 
in an “orderly and constructive 
manner”, even while cautioning 

that US negotiators had been 
advised “not to rush into a deal”.

But many investors are betting 

Trump is eager to declare an ac-
cord that would see Gulf tanker 
traffic resume through the Strait 
of Hormuz -- and help ease fuel 
prices ahead of the northern 
hemisphere’s summer tourism 
season.

“According to reports from 
Donald Trump, a memoran-
dum of understanding has been 
‘largely negotiated’, with details 
to be announced at some stage 
soon,” said Chris Weston, head 
of research at Pepperstone.

The prospect sent stock mar-
kets higher across the board in 
Asia, with Tokyo jumping 2.9% 
and topping 65,000 points for 
the first time.

In Europe, Paris and Frank-
furt saw strong buying though 
trading volumes were light due 
to Whit Monday market closures 

in several countries on the con-
tinent, while London was closed 
for the Spring Bank holiday.

Wall Street was also closed 
Monday for Memorial Day.

Later this week, investors will 
be keeping an eye on how the 
US Federal Reserve and its new 
chief Kevin Warsh react to key 
consumer inflation data and its 
potential effect on interest rates.

M a n y  e c o n o m i s t s  h av e 
warned that sustained price in-
creases from the US and Israeli 
war against Iran will limit the 
likelihood of interest rate cuts 
by the Fed to boost US growth 
-- something Trump has repeat-
edly called for in recent months.

“The inflation story remains 
central to the entire setup,” said 
Stephen Innes at SPI Asset Man-
agement.

“After several hotter-than-ex-
pected consumer and produc-
er inflation reports earlier this 
month, markets are increasingly 
concerned that elevated oil pric-
es and supply disruptions tied to 
the Middle East conflict are be-
ginning to seep into the broader 
inflation pipeline,” he said.

In Europe, higher inflation is 
widely expected to lead the Eu-
ropean Central Bank to increase 
rates in the coming weeks, in-
creasing borrowing costs even 
as economic growth remains 
subdued. But lofty corporate 
earnings and AI-driven tech 
enthusiasm have encouraged 
investors to look past the infla-
tion risks, with bellwether US 
indexes trading at record highs 
despite the economic fallout 
from the Mideast war.

Key figures at around 1540 GMT
Brent North Sea Crude:   5.5% at $94.73 a barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   5.9% at $90.88 a barrel

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:   2.9% at 65,158.19 points (close)

Shanghai - Composite:   1.0% at 4152.57 (close)

Hong Kong - Hang Seng Index: Closed for a holiday

London - FTSE 100: Closed for a holiday

Paris - CAC 40:   1.8% at 8,258.26 (close)

Frankfurt - DAX 30:   2.0% at 25,389.10 (close)

New York - DOW: Closed for a holiday

Euro/dollar:   at 1.1646 from 1.1608 on Friday

Pound/dollar:   at $1.3502 from $1.3441

Dollar/yen:   at 158.90 from 159.13 yen

Euro/pound:   at 86.25 from 86.36 pence
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Ebola has killed more 

than 15,000 people 
across Africa in the past 

half-century.

Trump throws Tehran 
Abraham lifeline

Demands widespread sign-up to Abraham Accords 

• Iran’s top negotiator 
Mohammad Bagher 
Ghalibaf arrived in 
Qatar on Monday as 
part of the “diplomatic 
process” to end the war

• Trump listed 
countries whose 
leaders he spoke with 
in a conference call

AFP | Washington, United States

US  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump on Monday urged 
Muslim-majority nations 

across the Middle East and be-
yond to normalise relations with 
Israel as part of the emerging 
Iran peace deal.

In a lengthy social media post, 
Trump listed countries whose 
leaders he spoke with in a con-
ference call on Saturday about 
efforts to end the war with Iran.

"After all the work done by the 
United States to try and pull this 
very complex puzzle together, it 

should be mandatory that all of 
these Countries, at a minimum, 
simultaneously, sign onto the 
Abraham Accords."

"Those Countries discussed 
are Saudi Arabia, The United 
Arab Emirates (already a Mem-
ber!), Qatar, Pakistan, Turkiye, 
Egypt, Jordan, and Bahrain (al-
ready a Member!)"

Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman told 
Trump in November 2025 that 
the kingdom was open to joining 
the Abraham Accords, as long as 
there was "a clear path" toward 
a two-state solution.

"It may be possible that one or 

two have a reason for not doing 
so, and that will be accepted, but 
most should be ready, willing, 
and able to make this Settlement 
with Iran a far more Historic 
Event than it would, otherwise, 
be," Trump wrote in his Truth 
Social post.

"It should start with the im-
mediate signing by Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar, and everybody else 
should follow suit. If they don't, 
they should not be part of this 
Deal in that it shows bad inten-
tion," he wrote.

Trump even implied that Isra-
el's bitter enemy -- Iran -- should 
sign on to the accords.

"If Iran signs its Agreement 
with me, as President of the 
United States of America, it 
would be an Honor to have them 
also be part of this unparalleled 
World Coalition," Trump wrote.

Over the three-day US holi-
day weekend, Trump and his 
top diplomat Marco Rubio have 
offered varying assessments of 
the timing of a deal to end the 
war, at times suggesting it was 
imminent.

In his latest post, while in-
troducing what appears to be 
a completely new element to 
the peace talks, Trump said that 
"Negotiations with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran are proceeding 
nicely!"

Iran warned Monday that, 
while some progress had been 
made, it was not yet close to an 
agreement, while Trump de-
clared: "The deal with Iran will 
either be a great and meaningful 
one, or there will be no deal."

Iran's top negotiator Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf arrived in 
Qatar on Monday as part of the 
"diplomatic process" to end the 
war with the United States, state 
media reported.

Trump took to his social media platform Truth Social to declare: “The deal 
with Iran will either be a great and meaningful one, or there will be no deal.”

Self-driving bus crashes on first day 
carrying passengers in Sweden
AFP | Sweden

A self-driving bus was in-
volved in a collision with 

a tram on its first day of carry-
ing passengers in the Swedish 
city of Gothenburg on Monday, 
raising questions about the 
safety of autonomous public 
transport systems.

The automated bus braked 
suddenly and was struck from 
behind by a tram in central 
Gothenburg. No injuries were 
reported among passengers or 
other individuals involved in 
the incident.

Vasttrafik, the public trans-
port company operating the 
service, immediately removed 

the bus from service for in-
spection following the 25 May 
crash.

The bus had been circulat-
ing in the Swedish city since 
the end of March, but Monday 
marked its first day transport-
ing members of the public. A 
human driver was present on 
the vehicle with the ability to 
take control if necessary.

China's Xi meets Pakistan PM Sharif 
as Iran war mediation drags on

AFP | Beijing

China's leader Xi Jinping 
met with Pakistan's Prime 

Minister Shehbaz Sharif in 
Beijing yesterday, state media 
reported, as diplomatic efforts 
by several countries to formal-
ly end the Iran war drag on.

The high-level meeting, re-
ported by state news agency 
Xinhua, followed Sharif's talks 
earlier in the day with Premier 
Li Qiang, China's number two 
leader.

Sharif was accompanied on 
his trip by army chief Asim 
Munir, Islamabad's key negoti-
ator between the United States 
and Iran, Pakistan television 
showed on Monday.

Xi praised Pakistan for "tak-
ing the initiative to play a me-
diating role in restoring peace 
in the Middle East", according 
to a Chinese readout of the 

talks between the two leaders.
"Both sides should continue 

to maintain close communi-
cation and coordination (and) 
jointly oppose unilateralism 
and Cold War mentality," Xi 
said.

Sharif, speaking to Chinese 
leaders alongside Munir, said 
"the world is passing through 
a critical moment", Pakistan's 
state-run PTV channel showed.

"Pakistan has played a sin-
cere role to mediate between 
US and Iran. Field marshal 
(Munir) was in Tehran and 
did not want to miss this great 
visit," Sharif said.

"Things are moving in the 
right direction. I would like 
to thank China's support to 
promote peace," he said.

Sharif kicked off his four-
day official visit in Hangzhou 
in eastern Zhejiang province 
on Saturday.

Suspected Ebola cases top 900 
in DR Congo: WHO chief
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

More than 900 suspected 
Ebola cases have been 

identified in the conflict-hit 
Democratic Republic of Con-
go, the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) chief has said.

"As surveillance efforts have 
been scaled up in the #DRC 
#Ebola response, more than 
900 suspected cases have been 
identified so far, including 101 
confirmed cases," WHO Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said in a Sunday 
social media post that gave no 
update on the death toll.

Ebola is a deadly viral dis-
ease that spreads through di-
rect contact with bodily fluids. 
It can cause severe bleeding 
and organ failure.

The country declared an 
outbreak on May 15 caused by 
the Bundibugyo strain, which 
has no approved vaccine or 
treatments. In a previous up-
date released on Saturday, the 
DR Congo health ministry said 
204 deaths had been recorded 
in three provinces of the vast 
central African country, from 
867 suspected cases.

Iran health 
official says 
supreme leader 
suffered only 
‘superficial’ 
wounds in US-
Israel strike
AFP | Tehran, Iran

An Iranian health minis-
try official said yester-

day the injuries suffered by 
supreme leader Ayatollah 
Mojtaba Khamenei in US-Is-
raeli strikes in late February 
were only “superficial”, of-
fering a rare account of the 
day he was wounded.

The 56-year-old has not 
appeared publicly since he 
was named as Iran’s su-
preme leader on March 8, 
issuing only written state-
ments, fuelling speculation 
about his health.

In March, US Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth said 
Mojtaba was “believed to be 
alive, wounded and disfig-
ured”. Mojtaba succeeded 
his father, Ali Khamenei, 
who was killed in US-Israeli 
strikes on February 28 that 
triggered retaliatory Iranian 
attacks across the region.

On Monday, health min-
istry spokesman Hossein 
Kermanpour described the 
day Mojtaba was wounded 
and his arrival at a hospital, 
which he did not identify.

Pope calls idea of ‘just war’ put 
forward by US ‘outdated’
AFP | Vatican City, Holy See

Pope Leo XIV yesterday 
labelled “outdated” the 
concept of a “just war” 

put forward by U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s administration, 
warning that “humanity is slip-
ping into a violent culture of 
power”.

In his first encyclical, a sort 
of manifesto, U.S.-born Leo 
focused mainly on the rise of 
artificial intelligence but also 
returned to an anti-war message 
that has caused tensions with 
Washington.

“Today, more than ever, 
without prejudice to the right 
to self-defense in the strictest 
sense, it is important to reaffirm 
that the ‘just war’ theory, which 
has all too often been used to 
justify any kind of war, is now 
outdated,” he wrote in Mag-
nifica Humanitas (Magnificent 
Humanity).

“Humanity possesses far more 
effective and capable tools for 
promoting human life and re-
solving conflicts, such as dia-
logue, diplomacy and forgive-
ness,” he wrote.

The Pope has been a high-pro-
file critic of the West Asia war 
which started with U.S. and Is-
raeli air strikes on Iran in Feb-
ruary. He condemned Trump’s 
threat to destroy Iran as “truly 

unacceptable” and urged Amer-
icans to demand that U.S. law-
makers “work for peace”.

Mr. Trump slammed the pon-
tiff as “WEAK on Crime, and ter-
rible for Foreign Policy” — to 
which Pope Leo replied that he 
had a “moral duty to speak out”.

The Trump administration 
has repeatedly justified its at-
tack on Iran as a way to prevent 
the country from developing a 
nuclear weapons capability.

U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance, 
a Catholic convert, has used the 
“just war” argument and has 
urged the pope to be “careful” 

on theological matters.
In an interview earlier this 

month, Mr. Trump again criti-
cised the pope, alleging that Leo 
believes it is “OK for Iran to have 
a nuclear weapon”.

“I think he’s endangering a lot 
of Catholics and a lot of people,” 
Mr. Trump said.

Asked about the comments, 
Pope Leo said that the Catholic 
Church’s mission was to “preach 
peace” and the Gospel.

“If anyone wishes to criticise 
me for proclaiming the Gospel, 
let them do so truthfully,” he told 
reporters.

The Vatican Media shows Pope Leo XIV signing his first Encyclical Letter 
“Magnifica Humanitas”, focused on the rise of artificial intelligence, in The 
Vatican
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Dow Jones Industrial Average 
begins with an average of 12 in-
dustrial stocks, the daily closing 
value is 40.9

Henry Ford and the Ford 
Motor Company produce 
the last (and 15 millionth) 
Model T Ford / Tin Lizzie

South Africa elects a nation-
alist government under D. 
F. Malan with an apartheid 
policy

US Army veteran Terry Nichols is 
found guilty of 161 state murder 

charges for helping carry out the 
Oklahoma City bombing
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#Ebola Bundibugyo virus 
update:

- So far, 101 cases have 
been confirmed in the 
#DRC, including 10 con-
firmed deaths. But we know 
the epidemic in the DRC is 
much larger. There are now 
more than 900 suspected 
cases and 220 suspected 
deaths.- #Uganda has re-
ported two additional con-
firmed cases among health-
care workers, bringing the 
total number of confirmed 
cases to seven, including 
one confirmed death. We 
are continuing to scale up 
the response with our part-
ners, and we expect more 
cases to be identified in the 
coming days and weeks. 
The sooner we can trace 
people with infections and 
identify their contacts, the 
sooner we can provide the 
care they need and bring 
this outbreak under con-
trol.

@DrTedros

In the era of #Artificial-
Intelligence, when hu-

man dignity is threatened 
by new forms of dehuman-
ization, ours is the pressing 
duty to remain profoundly 
human. We must lovingly 
safeguard the grandeur of 
humanity bestowed upon us 
and revealed in its fullness 
in Christ, the splendor of 
which no machine can ever 
replace

@Pontifex

On #AfricaDay, we cel-
ebrate the continent’s 

abundant strengths, resil-
ience, potential & grow-
ing influence on the world 
stage.The people of Africa 
have overcome the de-
structive consequences 
of slavery & colonialism 
& forged unity & purpose 
out of adversity. The @
UN is proud to work with 
African countries to build 
a peaceful, prosperous & 
sustainable future all Afri-
cans & our world.

@antonioguterres
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A “heat dome” forms when a strong high-
pressure system traps hot air beneath it, like 
a lid on a pot. In Europe, heat domes are often 
fuelled by scorching air masses moving north 
from the Sahara and northern Africa, pushing 
temperatures far above seasonal averages.

KNOW WHAT

The white-robed pilgrims on buses or on foot arrived at the sprawling encampment in Mina af-
ter performing the “tawaf”  -- walking seven times around the Kaaba

Pilgrims kick off hajj as peace 
deal hangs in the balance

AFP | Mecca, Saudi Arabia

Over 1.5 million Muslims 
began filling a vast tent 
city in the holy city of 

Mecca yesterday for an annu-
al hajj pilgrimage carried out 
against the backdrop of hopes 
for an end to the war in the Mid-
dle East.

The white-robed pilgrims on 
buses or on foot arrived at the 
sprawling encampment in Mina 
after performing the “tawaf” -- 
walking seven times around the 
Kaaba, the giant black cube at 
Mecca’s Grand Mosque.

As pilgrims arrived in Mina in 
waves, temperatures hit 45C in 
the area as Saudi health author-
ities called on hajj participants 
to use umbrellas and reduce sun 
exposure to prevent heat ex-
haustion.

The start of the hajj came as 
US President Donald Trump 
continued to send mixed sig-
nals over a possible agreement 
to extend an uneasy ceasefire 
with Iran and a deal to reopen 
the Strait of Hormuz.

This year’s rites, drawing wor-
shippers from across the world, 
including Iran, follow waves 
of Iranian attacks on targets in 
Saudi Arabia and its Gulf neigh-

bours.Despite the uncertainty 
triggered by the conflict, Saudi 
officials noted over the weekend 
that more pilgrims had travelled 
from abroad to participate in 
this year’s hajj than in 2025.

A video posted on social me-
dia by the Saudi defence minis-
try showed advanced air defence 
batteries positioned on the out-
skirts of Mecca.

“The air defence forces are 
responsible for protecting the 
skies over the holy sites and 

dealing with all aerial threats, 
ensuring the safety and peace 
of mind of the guests,” read the 
post.

Many pilgrims who spoke to 
AFP expressed their hope that 
peace would prevail soon.

“The war in Iran has affected 
the entire world. Nobody wants 
wars or harm to countries and 
peoples,” said Mohammed Cha-
hada, an Egyptian in his 50s, 
as he walked through a crowd 
exiting the Grand Mosque.

Worshippers walk along the Grand Mosque complex under the water-mist fans 
installed in the holy city of Mecca, ahead of the annual Hajj pilgrimage

Lebanon 
president 
says Israeli 
withdrawal 
‘non-
negotiable’
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Lebanese President Jo-
seph Aoun yesterday 

said Israel’s withdrawal 
from the country’s south 
was a “non-negotiable” 
demand that authorities 
would pursue through ne-
gotiations, days ahead of a 
new round of talks in Wash-
ington.

In a statement commem-
orating Israel’s previous 
withdrawal from south Leb-
anon in 2000 after some two 
decades of occupation, Mr. 
Aoun said that “this year, 
the anniversary of the lib-
eration comes as Lebanon is 
weighed down by a painful 
reality.” “Israeli attacks have 
not stopped and our dear 
southern villages are still 
suffering under a renewed 
occupation,” he said.

Israeli troops who in-
vaded Lebanon during the 
latest war with Hezbollah 
began on March 2 are op-
erating inside a self-de-
clared “yellow line” running 
around 10 kilometres (six 
miles) deep inside Lebanese 
territory.

Heat dome over Europe scorches UK, France, Spain
AFP | London 

Temperatures hit record 
highs for May in the United 

Kingdom and France on Mon-
day, as forecasters warned of 
a prolonged period of extreme 
heat across Europe throughout 
the week.

A so-called "heat dome" of 
warm air from northern Africa 
trapped under a high-pressure 
system over western Europe is 
behind the high temperatures 
not usually seen until high sum-
mer.

Temperatures in Spain were 
expected to peak later this week 
at 38C, while parts of Italy im-
posed restrictions on working 
outdoors.

"The weather here, it's like a 
mini version of hell. It's boiling. 
It's like really hot," said 10-year-
old Liza Nizari on a visit to Lon-
don, where temperatures nor-
mally average about 17C or 18C 
at this time of year.

L i n d y  B ra n d - Da l o z e,  a 
66-year-old Australian admin-
istrator who has been living in 
London for 12 years, said: "It's 
warm, but it's climate change, 
isn't it? So, you know, (we have) 
probably got to get used to  
this."

The Met Office weather agen-
cy said Monday was the hot-
test May day on record, with 
the mercury rising to 33.5C at 
Heathrow, west of the capital, at 
1:00 pm (1200 GMT) -- 1.3C more 
than the previous benchmark 

recorded in 1922 and 1944.
"Records are usually only 

broken by tenths of a degree 
-- making this heatwave unprec-
edented for the time of year," the 
agency said in a social media 

post.
Scientists say human-in-

duced climate change is making 
extreme weather events like 
heatwaves, droughts and floods 
more intense, resulting in tem-

perature records being broken 
more frequently.

Met Office meteorologist 
Greg Dewhurst told AFP the 
increase in extreme tempera-
tures was "a good indication of 
climate change in action" and 
more likely to become "the new 
norm".

Climate advisers last week 
warned the UK government that 
the country was "built for a cli-
mate that no longer exists" and 
urged it to adapt infrastructure 
like schools and hospitals for a 
warming planet.

People relax in the sunshine on Durdle Door beach, east of Weymouth on the south coast of England
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GPS satellites orbit Earth at about 
20,200 kilometres (12,550 miles) 

above the planet and travel at 
nearly 14,000 km/h, yet can 

pinpoint a location on Earth with 
accuracy down to a few metres — or 

even centimetres with advanced 
systems.

KNOW

BETTER

Taj Mahal, Village People and elephants
Rubio leads US foreign policy as diplomacy on Iran goes down to the wire

AFP | Agra, India

Marco Rubio leads US 
foreign policy as di-
p l o m a c y  o n  I r a n 

goes down to the wire, but he 
is also making time for cultur-
al attractions as divergent as 
the Taj Mahal and the Village  
People.

Rubio, who serves as Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s secretary 
of state and national security 
advisor, took a day for sightsee-
ing in India on Monday, touring 
the Taj Mahal, the renowned 
monument to love.

“It’s one of the wonders of the 
world,” Rubio said of the impos-
ing mausoleum in Agra.

“I think it’s important to show 
respect to the culture of the 
countries that you visit.”

Rubio travelled to the Taj Ma-
hal with his wife Jeanette, who 
usually shuns the spotlight. He 
put his arm gently around her as 
they posed on a bench that fea-
tured the iconic shot of Princess 
Diana in 1992.

Jeanette was not the only per-
son to take pictures with Rubio 
at the Taj.

He also posed with members 
of the Village People, the dis-
co group originally associated 

with the camp New York gay 
underground but whose cul-
tural meaning has been trans-
formed entirely by Trump after 
he adopted their song “YMCA”.

They flew in to perform Sun-

day night at a gala party in New 
Delhi for the 250th anniversary 
of US independence, where they 
serenaded Rubio with “Hap-
py Birthday” over a towering 
four-storey cake. Rubio turns 55 

on Thursday.
The party was the brainchild 

of the US ambassador to India, 
Sergio Gor, a high-octane for-
mer aide to Trump, who eager-
ly joined the Rubios at the Taj 

Mahal.
Crowds were kept 100 metres 

away, but the Taj Mahal did not 
go into a full shutdown as it did 
for Vice President JD Vance.

The Rubios, joined by Gor and 
senior aides, later flew to the 
desert city of Jaipur, where they 
took open-windowed jeeps up 
a ragged road to tour the im-
posing Amber Fort, the former 
residence of the Rajput ma-
harajas that stares down on a  
lake.

Rubio was welcomed at the 
fort by twirling dancers in red 
turbans pounding drums, to 
which he gave a fist of approval.

After a brief tour, he was wel-
comed at his hotel, a converted 
palace, by assembled elephants, 
white horses and camels as pea-
cocks fluttered in the garden.

Wooing India
The excursion is unusual for 

Rubio, who in nearly a year and 
a half on the job has preferred 
short, business-like trips and 
rarely done events outside of 
government meetings.

Rubio said he was taking ad-
vantage of a one-day break in 
his schedule before a meeting 
in New Delhi on Tuesday of 
the Quad -- Australia, India, Ja-

pan and the United States. He 
will also stop in Armenia on 
Tuesday on his way home.

The hectic pace comes as Ru-
bio comments daily on Iran, pre-
dicting chances of an imminent 
breakthrough.

The Taj Mahal was built in 
the 17th century on orders of 
Mughal emperor Shah Jahan 
as a mausoleum for his beloved 
wife Mumtaz Mahal who died 
in childbirth.

Rubio is visiting four cit-
ies over four days in India as 
he seeks to revive ties with a 
country successive US admin-
istrations saw as a like-minded 
partner in a world dominated by 
China’s rise.

Trump has shaken up that 
approach since returning to of-
fice, temporarily imposing high 
tariffs, warming to both China 
and India’s historic adversary 
Pakistan, curbing visas used by 
Indian professionals, and re-
posting insulting language about 
Indian immigrants.

In remarks Sunday by speak-
erphone to the party, Trump in-
sisted he was on board with the 
relationship, telling the crowd: 
“We’ve never been closer to In-
dia, and India can count on me 
100 percent”.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio poses alongside his wife Jeanette at the Taj Mahal in Agra

Pope calls for ‘disarming’ AI in first major manifesto
Agencies

Pope Leo XIV yesterday used 
his first major manifesto to 

urge governments to “disarm” 
artificial intelligence and ensure 
it serves the common good rath-
er than power or profit.

The first US-born pontiff 
warned that while AI could be 
a valuable tool, it also posed 
serious risks to humanity.

“Artificial Intelligence now 
demands to be disarmed, freed 
from logics that turn it into an 
instrument of domination, ex-
clusion and death,” the pope 
said during a special Vatican 
presentation of the document, 
known as an encyclical.

Titled Magnifica Humanitas 
(“Magnificent Humanity”), the 
encyclical follows years of Vat-
ican study on AI and emerging 
technologies. Encyclicals are 
regarded as authoritative teach-
ings addressed to the Catholic 
Church’s 1.4 billion followers.

Leo was particularly critical 
of the use of AI in warfare, say-
ing autonomous weapons sys-
tems had made conflict “more 
feasible”. He stressed that lethal 
decisions must never be entrust-
ed to machines and said any 
military use of AI should face 
strict ethical limits.

At the same time, the pope 

said “disarming” AI did not 
mean rejecting technology, but 
preventing it from dominating 
humanity. He called for AI to 
remain accessible, transparent 
and subject to public debate.

Warning against the concen-
tration of power in the hands 
of a few technology companies, 
Leo said influential groups 

could shape information, con-
sumer behaviour and democrat-
ic processes for their own ben-
efit. He urged governments to 
impose strong legal safeguards 
and independent oversight on 
AI systems.

The Vatican presentation was 
attended by several AI experts, 
including Anthropic co-founder 
Chris Olah, who acknowledged 
that commercial pressures in 
the AI industry could sometimes 
conflict with ethical decisions.

The pope also warned that the 
growth of AI was creating “new 
forms of slavery”, citing exploit-
ative labour conditions faced by 
content moderators and chil-
dren mining rare earth minerals 
for the digital economy.

In a rare move, Leo apologised 
for the Vatican’s historical role 
in the transatlantic slave trade, 
calling it “a wound in Christian 
memory”. “For this, in the name 
of the Church, I sincerely ask for 
pardon,” he wrote.

Pope Leo XIV

Jet carrying UK defence secretary had signal jammed near Russia: ministry
• The incident 
disabled the plane’s 
GPS for the three-hour 
journey, forcing pilots 
to use alternative 
navigation systems

AFP | London, United Kingdom

A British Royal Air Force 
plane carrying UK Defence 

Secretary John Healey had its 
signal jammed and GPS disabled 
when it flew near the Russian 
border last week, the defence 
ministry confirmed yesterday. 

The Times newspaper first 
reported that the RAF jet had 
its signal knocked out as Hea-

ley was returning to the UK on 
Thursday after visiting British 
soldiers stationed in Estonia.

The UK Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) confirmed to AFP that 
the report was accurate, adding: 

“This is reckless Russian inter-
ference, but the RAF is well pre-
pared to deal with this activity.”

It did not confirm who was 
behind the incident and whether 
Healey’s plane was targeted on 
purpose.

The incident disabled the 
plane’s GPS for the three-hour 
journey, forcing pilots to use al-
ternative navigation systems, the 
newspaper reported.

The Times, whose reporter 
was accompanying Healey, said 
electronic devices were unable 
to connect to the internet and 
parts of the dashboard malfunc-
tioned. It comes after the MoD 
last week said two Russian jets 
“repeatedly and dangerously” 
intercepted a British surveil-
lance aircraft over the Black Sea 

in April.
Healey condemned that inci-

dent as “dangerous and unac-
ceptable” behaviour by Russian 
pilots in international airspace, 
adding that it would not “deter 
the UK’s commitment to defend 
NATO, our allies and our inter-
ests from Russian aggression”.

Officials said the Black Sea 
encounter was the most serious 
involving a UK Rivet Joint since 
2022, when a Russian aircraft 
fired a missile near a British 
plane over the same region.

Relations between Russia and 
the UK are in deep freeze, with 
Britain one of the staunchest 
backers of Ukraine since Mos-
cow’s 2022 invasion.

In 2024, an RAF plane carrying 
then-defence secretary Grant 

Shapps had its signal temporar-
ily jammed near Russian terri-
tory on its return journey from 
Poland.

Defence Secretary John Healey visited Estonia earlier this week

India orders migrant detention centres 

AFP | New Delhi, India

India’s ruling party has or-
dered detention centres for 

undocumented Bangladeshis 
and Rohingyas in West Bengal 
state.

The order calls on local au-
thorities to set up “holding 
centres” for “apprehended for-
eigners” awaiting deportation, 
as part of a broader crackdown 
on illegal migration.

The government has defend-

ed its “detect, delete, deport” 
principle, saying those target-
ed are migrants living illegally 
in the country.

“Illegal migration has se-
curity and socio-economic 
ramifications which are often 
well beyond law enforcement,” 
read the order, issued last  
week.

The planned centres in West 
Bengal have raised concern 
because of the state’s porous 
border with Bangladesh and 
its long history of migration.

Representative image
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Ukrainian officials say drones 
now account for more than 80% 
of Russian battlefield casualties 

in some sectors, making the 
conflict one of the first major 

“drone wars” in history. 

KNOW

BETTER

17 dead, 10 injured in Pakistan 
as van hits parked bus

AFP | Peshawar, Pakistan

At least 17 people were 
killed and 10 injured in 

a road accident yesterday in 
northwest Pakistan, officials 
said.

The crash occurred when a 
passenger bus travelling from 
Swat to Peshawar in the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province 
developed a mechanical fault 
and stopped on the roadside.

Passengers had stepped out 
of the vehicle and were waiting 
nearby when a van lost control 
and ploughed into the crowd 
and the parked bus.

“At least 17 people have been 

killed and more than 10 in-
jured,” Bilal Ahmad Faizi, a 
rescue official told AFP, adding 
that three of the injured were 
in critical condition.

Muhammad Ali, a doctor at 
a local hospital receiving the 
victims, also confirmed the 
death toll.

Many of the passengers were 
travelling home ahead of Eid, 
one of the most important re-
ligious festivals in the Muslim 
calendar.

Road accidents remain com-
mon in Pakistan due to weak 
enforcement of traffic laws, 
speeding, poor road safety 
standards, and reckless driv-
ing.

People gather beside damaged vehicles after an accident on a motorway in 
Swabi

‘He’s tiny! It’s blue!’: Scientists find new deep-sea octopus
AFP | Paris, France

On the ocean floor near the 
Galapagos Islands, a sub-

mersible controlled by scien-
tists came across a mysterious 
octopus as blue as the ocean and 
no bigger than a golf ball.

“He’s tiny! It’s blue!” one ex-
cited scientist was recorded as 
saying when she first caught 
sight of the cerulean cepha-
lopod on footage transmitted 
from the sub.

The team from the Charles 
Darwin Foundation had just 
discovered a new species of 
octopus nearly 1,800 metres 
(5,900 feet) below the water’s 
surface, according to research 
published on Monday.

“Right away, I knew it was 
something really special,” said 
octopus expert Janet Voight, 
who was asked to identify the 
strange species.

At first the curator at the Field 
Museum of Natural History in 
Chicago had to make do with 
photos of the animal.

Then she received its pre-
served body in the mail.

“When it arrived, I was like 
‘Oh! My goodness! It’s beauti-
ful’,” Voight told AFP.

She was immediately inter-
ested because the closest known 
octopus of that shape lives off 
the coast of Uruguay -- in a dif-
ferent ocean on the other side 
of South America.

Normally to describe a new 
octopus species, a specimen 
needs to be cut open so that its 

mouth, beak, teeth and other 
parts can be examined.

“We only had the one speci-
men, so I didn’t want to take it 
apart,” Voight said.

Instead, the team at the Field 
Museum used CT scans to take 
thousands of X-ray images, then 
compiled them to make a 3D 
model of the octopus, revealing 
its insides.

“There’s nothing like spend-
ing the day looking at some-
thing no other human has ever 
seen,” the Field Museum’s X-ray 
lab head Stephanie Smith said 
in a statement.

‘Deep purple’
The new species, named Mi-

croeledone galapagensis, stands 
out for reasons other than its 
blue hue, which is believed to 
be the rarest colour in nature.

The octopus appears to be the 

runt of the Megaleledonidae 
family, whose members are nor-
mally much larger and live in 
the Southern Ocean surround-
ing Antarctica.

“Its stubby little arms with 
only one row of suckers set it 
apart from most octopus we are 
familiar with,” Voight said.

Even among “other species 
with short little arms and a sin-
gle sucker row, its colouration 
and smooth skin on the back 
surface separate it”, she added.

While the octopus is light 
blue on its back, underneath it 
is a “very deep purple”, Voight 
said.

“We think this colour pat-
tern helps keep it safe. If the 
octopus grabs a prey item that 
emits light, that light may at-
tract predators that might then 
eat the octopus,” she explained.

“So the octopus puts its 

dark-coloured web over the 
prey item, keeping itself safe.”

Surprisingly, it is not uncom-
mon to find new species of oc-
topus in the deep sea -- particu-
larly in areas that have not been 
well explored, which is a mas-
sive amount of the ocean floor.

“If you took all the land on 
Earth and pieced it together, 
you would not cover the Pacific 
Ocean,” Voight pointed out.

She added that she had last 
seen a new octopus in 2023, off 
the coast of Costa Rica.

The first sighting of the new 
blue octopus was made in 2015 
near Darwin Island, named af-
ter the English scientist whose 
visit to the Galapagos helped 
him form the theory of evolu-
tion.

Voight’s research on the spe-
cies was published in the jour-
nal Zootaxa.

A newly discovered blue pygmy octopus off the Galapagos Islands.

Child found dead with towel round neck in France: prosecutors
AFP | Rennes, France

French police launched a 
murder investigation Sun-

day after after a 12-year-old boy 
was found dead near a city cen-
tre with a towel tied around his 
neck, prosecutors said.

The child was found on the 
banks of the Vilaine river in the 
northwestern city of Rennes, 
the local prosecutors' office said 
in a statement.

"The circumstances that led 
to the death have yet to be es-
tablished," but "the involvement 

of a third party is among the 
hypotheses", it added.

"A wet bath towel was tied 
very tightly around his neck."

Police were at the scene on 
Sunday evening, carrying out 
examinations near a residential 
complex close to the river, an 
AFP journalist saw.

"It's a real shock. It's a quiet 
neighbourhood, not far from 
the centre. I've never been both-
ered," a local resident in her 
thirties, who declined to give 
her name, told AFP.

Divers search for evidences in the Vilaine river near the site where the body of 
a 12-year-old boy was found dead the day before in Rennes

China launches crewed space flight 
as part of Moon ambitions

AFP | Beijing, China

China launched its crewed 
Shenzhou-23 spacecraft 
and eased it into a suc-

cessful docking with a space 
station early yesterday as part 
of Beijing's ambitions to send 
humans to the Moon by 2030, 
state media said.

During this mission, a Chi-
nese astronaut is scheduled to 
spend a full year in orbit on the 
Tiangong space station, a cru-
cial first in the Chinese lunar 
landing programme.

The Long March 2-F rocket 
blasted off in a cloud of flames 
and smoke on time at 11:08 pm 
(1508 GMT) Sunday night from 
the Jiuquan launch centre in 
China's northwestern Gobi De-
sert, video from state broadcast-
er CCTV showed.

The spacecraft separated 
from the rocket around 10 min-
utes later and entered orbit, the 
Chinese Manned Space Agency 
(CMSA) said on social media.

"The astronauts are in good 
condition, and the launch has 
been a complete success," it 
added.

The craft docked successfully 
with the Tiangong space station 
after a flight of about 3.5 hours, 
the state news agency Xinhua 
reported, quoting CMSA.

The mission marks the first 
spaceflight by an astronaut from 
Hong Kong: 43-year-old Li Jiay-
ing (Lai Ka-ying in Cantonese), 
who previously worked for the 
Hong Kong police.

The two other crew members 
are 39-year-old space engineer 

Zhu Yangzhu and 39-year-old 
Zhang Zhiyuan, a former air 

force pilot, who is travelling into 
space for the first time.

Cheering crowds waved Chi-
nese flags at a farewell ceremo-
ny ahead of the launch, while a 
band played and the three astro-
nauts saluted on stage.

The crew is set to carry out 
numerous scientific projects in 
life sciences, materials science, 
fluid physics and medicine.

A key experiment of Shen-
zhou-23 will be the full-year 
stay in orbit by one of the crew 
in order to study the effects of a 
long stay in microgravity.

Year-long experiment
The experiment is part of Chi-

na's preparations for future lu-
nar missions, as well as missions 
to Mars.

The astronaut selected for this 
one-year mission will be named 
at a later date, depending on the 
progress of the Shenzhou-23 
mission, a spokesperson for the 
CMSA said on Saturday.

The main challenges will in-
volve long-term effects on hu-
mans, including bone density 
loss, muscle wasting, radiation 
exposure, sleep disturbances, 
behavioural and psychological 
fatigue, said Richard de Grijs, 
an astrophysicist and profes-
sor at Macquarie University in 
Australia.

He also underlined the im-
portance of reliable water and 
air recycling systems, as well as 
the ability to manage potential 
medical emergencies far from 
Earth.

Astronauts for China’s Shenzhou-23 space mission (L-R) Li Jiaying, Zhu Yangzhu, 
and Zhang Zhiyuan, wave during a departure ceremony

A Long March-2F carrier rocket, carrying the Shenzhou-23 spacecraft and a crew 
of three astronauts, lifts off from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre in the Gobi 
Desert in northwest China

Russia threatens more strikes on Kyiv, 
urges foreigners to leave city
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia has told foreign citi-
zens and diplomats living 

in Kyiv to leave the city, warn-
ing that it plans to launch more 
strikes on the Ukrainian cap-
ital and its “decision-making 
centres”.

The evacuat ion warn-
ing comes a day after Russia 
launched a massive wave of 
missile and drone strikes in 
one of it biggest attacks on 
Kyiv since 2022, leaving two 
people dead and more than 90 
wounded.

“Under the current circum-
stances, the Russian Armed 
Forces are starting to launch 
systematic strikes against 
Ukrainian military-industrial 
facilities in Kyiv,” Russia’s for-
eign ministry said in a state-
ment.

“The strikes will target 
both decision-making centres 
and command posts... We are 

warning foreign citizens, in-
cluding personnel of diplomat-
ic missions and international 
organisations, to leave the city 
as soon as possible,”.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin claims the attack was 
retaliation for a Ukrainian as-
sault days before on a voca-
tional school which killed 21 
people in the Russian-occu-
pied region of Luhansk.
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Hajj 2026: Mission Begins
Millions of pilgrims brave extreme heat as Mecca 

temperature hits 47°C

Egyptian pilgrim Inas 
Gamal had one dream: 
spend her days pray-

ing at Islam’s holiest site, the 
Grand Mosque in Mecca. Re-
ality forced a different plan. 
With temperatures crossing 
40°C, the first-time pilgrim re-
treated to her air-conditioned 
hotel room for daytime prayers 
instead.

“It’s very hot, much hotter 
than I imagined,” the mother 
of four told AFP. “I can’t adapt. 
I had planned to perform all my 
prayers at the Grand Mosque, 
but I couldn’t go down during 
the day.”

She is not alone. As hajj offi-
cially begins Monday, more than 
a million devotees are gathering 
in Mecca under punishing de-
sert sun — and the worst may 
be yet to come.

Temperatures Set to Hit 47°C
Saudi Arabia’s  National 

Center for Meteorology has 
forecast daytime temperatures 
of between 42 and 47°C in Mec-
ca this week. For pilgrims from 
cooler climates, the shock is 
immediate. Mohamed Nabil, 
a professor from the Algerian 
coastal city of Oran — where it 
is currently a mild 25°C — said 
he constantly pours water on his 
face while clocking 30,000 steps 
a day exploring the city.

British pilgrim Imad Ahmed 

said his survival strategy is sim-
ple: “I make sure to drink large 
amounts of water and beverages 
rich in salts and minerals, be-
cause we sweat constantly and 
are always on the move.”

Fans, Mist and Free Ice Water
Saudi authorities have de-

ployed an arsenal of cooling 
measures to protect worship-
pers. The Grand Mosque runs 
one of the most powerful air 
conditioning systems in the 
world. Outside, giant fans, mist 
sprayers, and cooled flooring 
systems line the surrounding 
areas. Trucks continuously dis-
tribute free bottles of ice-cold 
water.

Ice cream stands are routinely 
mobbed. Pilgrims seek shade 

in building shadows or rest on 
carpets inside indoor galleries 
beneath enormous fans while 
waiting for prayer times.

A Deadly Risk Every Year
Despite all precautions, the 

hajj’s outdoor rites — where 
most rituals must be performed 

— expose pilgrims to heatstroke, 
fainting, and cardiac arrest. Last 
year’s hajj saw hundreds of 
deaths linked to extreme heat.

With hajj 2026 beginning in 
days, authorities and pilgrims 
alike are racing to stay one step 
ahead of the sun.

GCC Secretary-General 
condemns Hezbollah chief’s 
remarks on Bahrain

The secretary gener-
al of the Gulf Co-
operation Council 

strongly condemned remarks 
by Naim Qassem concerning 
Bahrain’s internal affairs, ac-
cusing the Lebanese group of 
continued hostile activities 
against Gulf states.

Jassem Mohamed Albudai-
wi, secretary general of the 
GCC, denounced Qassem’s 
statements regarding meas-
ures taken by the Bahraini gov-
ernment against individuals 
convicted of crimes linked to 
alleged cooperation with Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards as “irre-
sponsible.”

According to a GCC state-

ment, Albudaiwi said those 
individuals were found co-
ordinating with the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps to 
carry out “terrorist and hostile 
acts” against Bahrain and harm 
its interests.

Qatar, Oman discuss Iran-
US mediation efforts

Qatar’s Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister 

Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim Al Thani held 
talks on Monday with Oma-
ni Foreign Minister Badr bin 
Hamad Al Busaidi on medi-
ation efforts aimed at easing 
tensions between the United 
States and Iran, according to 
a Qatari statement.

During the phone call, the 
two officials reviewed bilat-
eral cooperation between Qa-
tar and Oman and discussed 
ongoing Pakistani mediation 
efforts involving the United 
States and Iran.

The talks also focused on 
coordinating efforts to support 
mediation initiatives aimed at 
de-escalation and strength-
ening regional security and 
stability.

Shaikh Mohammed stressed 
the importance of all parties 
engaging positively with the 
ongoing mediation efforts, the 
statement said.

He also underlined the need 
to address the root causes of 
the crisis through peaceful 
means and dialogue to secure 
a lasting agreement and pre-
vent renewed escalation in the 
region.

Jordan, Venezuela sign four 
agreements to boost bilateral ties

Jordan and Venezue-
la signed four agree-
m e n t s  o n  Mo n d ay 

aimed at boosting bilateral 
cooperation in politics, agri-
culture and diplomacy during 
talks in Amman between the 
two countries’ foreign min-
isters.

Ayman Safadi,  Jordan’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Expatriates, and Yvan Gil 
signed the agreements at the 
Jordanian foreign ministry 
headquarters.

The deals included a frame-
work cooperation agreement 
establishing a joint committee 
for bilateral cooperation be-
tween the two governments.

The two sides also signed a 

memorandum of understand-
ing on agricultural coopera-
tion, aimed at strengthening 
collaboration and exchanging 
expertise in the sector.

Another memorandum es-
tablished a mechanism for po-
litical consultations between 
the Jordanian and Venezuelan 
foreign ministries on issues of 
common interest.

The fourth agreement fo-
cused on academic coopera-
tion between the Jordanian 
Diplomatic Institute and the 
Pedro Gual Higher Institute 
for Diplomatic Studies.

The signing ceremony came 
as Jordan and Venezuela seek 
to deepen diplomatic engage-
ment and expand cooperation 
across several sectors.

Kuwait, Pakistan discuss strengthening 
defence cooperation

Ku wa i t ’s  D e -
f e n c e  M i n -
ister Shaikh 

Abdullah Ali Abdullah 
A l - Sa l e m  A l - Sa b a h 
met Pakistan’s ambas-
sador to Kuwait, Dr 
Zafar Iqbal, on Mon-
day to discuss bilater-
al relations and ways 
to expand cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries.

The meeting focused 
on issues of mutual 
interest and efforts to 
strengthen cooperation 
across various sectors, 

reflecting the close ties 
shared by Kuwait and 
Pakistan, according to 
a statement from Ku-
wait’s Ministry of De-
fence.

F r i e n d l y  d i s c u s -
sions were exchanged 
during the talks, the 
statement said, with-
out providing further 
details.

Ku w a i t i  D e f e n c e 
Ministry Undersecre-
tary Sheikh Dr Abdul-
lah Mishal Al-Mubarak 
Al-Sabah also attended 
the meeting.

UAE set for Eid Al Adha as prayers
Millions across the 

United Arab Emir-
ates are preparing 

for Eid Al Adha, expected to 
begin on Wednesday, May 27, 
as the country readies for one 
of the most significant festivals 
in the Islamic calendar marked 
by prayers, family reunions and 
charitable traditions.

Astronomical calculations in-
dicate that the Hajj season for 
2026 began on Sunday, May 24, 
while Arafat Day is expected to 
fall on Tuesday, May 26, placing 
the first day of Eid Al Adha on 
the following day.

Eid prayers are traditional-
ly performed 15 to 20 minutes 
after sunrise on the first morn-
ing of Eid, in accordance with 
Islamic practice. Preliminary 
estimates suggest prayer tim-
ings across the UAE will range 
between 5:39am and 5:50am.

Abu Dhabi is expected to hold 
Eid prayers at around 5:50am, 

while Dubai and Al Ain are like-
ly to pray at 5:45am. Sharjah and 
Umm Al Quwain are expected 
at 5:43am, Fujairah at 5:41am, 
Ras Al Khaimah at 5:40am, and 
Ajman at 5:39am.

Authorities across the coun-
try are preparing hundreds of 
mosques and open-air prayer 
grounds to accommodate wor-

shippers, with designated sites 
in residential areas and major 
city centres expected to host 
large congregations.

In Abu Dhabi, key prayer 
locations include Musalla Al 
Mushrif, Bani Yas Musalla, Mo-
hammed bin Zayed City Musalla 
and the Sheikh Zayed Grand 
Mosque.

Dubai’s main Eid 
prayer sites include 
Nad Al Hamar Mus-
alla, Al Warqa Musal-
la, Jumeirah Musalla 
and Sheikh Rashid 
bin Saeed Mosque in 
Zabeel.

Sharjah will also 
host prayers at ma-
jor venues such as 
Al Badee Musalla, Al 
Gharb district Musal-
la and Al Khan Mus-
alla, along with ad-
ditional sites on Abu 
Musa Island.

Eid Al Adha is tra-
ditionally observed with a set 
of Sunnah practices, including 
bathing before prayers, wearing 
one’s best clothes, and reciting 
the takbeer while travelling to 
prayer grounds. Muslims also 
typically refrain from eating un-
til after the Eid prayer and the 
ritual sacrifice.



FIRE FIGHTER CO SECURITY AND SAFE-
TY EQUIPMENT TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33337287 or AZIZ65211@
GMAIL.COM
QUEBEC BUILDING CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39755200 or Quebecgroup9@gmail.com
MUHBIYAN BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17714710 or muhbiyanbakery61@gmail.
com
ARABIAN INTERNATIONAL SERVICES 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17473262 or AWALSERV@BATELCO.COM.
BH
SIGMA STAR TRADE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39484066 or GULFBAHRAIN33@GMAIL.
COM
JOHNNY & CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17313373 or 
JOHNNY.COMPANY@GMAIL.COM
FAST LINE FOR MAINTENANCE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33858745 or 
INFO.DAMIRGROUP@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN PRIDE TRADING CENTRE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17601873 or NAY-
LASHAKEEL.STC@GMAIL.COM
HYBRIDIG BAHRAIN MARKETING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAR-
KETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFI-
CER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66643747 or LAYALIBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
AL BARAKA GROUP B.S.C (CLOSED) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of VICE PRES-
IDENT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17535300 or abdulla.suwaileh@
albaraka.bh
SALAH NASER ABDULHUSSAIN ALDER-
AZI (QATMEER / 12395 ) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39005068 or 
FADWAL@HOTMAIL.COM
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17536275 or BEMCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH
M by Mirai Restaurant W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39659666 or sharifalsamahiji@hotmail.com
FLOWRS  COLORS  PAINTS  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34053736 or ALHAMRI86@GMAIL.COM
BLOX COMPUTER CONSULTENCIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of NETWORK ENGINEER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36421421 or 
AHMED@BLOX.BH
OMAR AL HAYAT CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35457897 or TA-
HIRMAHMOOD0788@GMAIL.COM
RAFSAN FASHION  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TAILOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36898975 or SHAMIMAHAMMED111@
GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SHEET 
METAL WORKERS (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
AL JAZEERA SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36945444 or info@jssbahrain.
com

W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17540235 or MOHAMA-
DALSHEIKH2015@GMAIL.COM
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17252078 or 
S.RADHI@EAMCO.BH
synergic facility services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DIS-
TRIBUTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66637663 or HESSAHESSA-
HESSA@YAHOO.COM
MAHEEN EVENT MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 37418030 or 
MUQEETABDUL87@GMAIL.COM
ALRAHA CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33009600 or alayanibade@yahoo.com
MAHMOOD FOR IRONING CLOTHES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ERS(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36671633 or MU-
HARRAQY1@HOTMAIL.COM
HAYAT PALACE SUITES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39661612 or FSEENG@BATELCO.COM.BH
NIKAPOL EXPRESS CARGO W L L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13112414 or ops.
team@nikapol-express.com
CHICKY BUNCH RESTAURANTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RE-
CEPTIONIST (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33148438 or 
Fatiel6775@GMAIL.COM
PASCAL LINE CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33458931 or SARHANLINE@GMAIL.COM
KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33316767 or kaf-
lanconstrution@gmail.com
CONFIANZA BUSINESS CONSULTANCY 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of COMPUTER PROGRAMMER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34674093 or CINFIANZABUSINESSBH@
GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED RIZWAN ALUMINIUM CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35964321 or 
MOHDRIZWANBUTT127@GMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPA-
NY W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36636640 or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.
COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
LUMEN ARTS LIGHTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17232880 or bushra@lumenarts.net
DATA BRAIN CONVOBOT TECHNOLO-
GIES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33391968 or WABDUL-
LA979@GMAIL.COM
RAVTA CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39755791 or ELDHOSBM@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPA-
NY W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36636640 or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.
COM
ELITE SEEF RESIDENCE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 

LOTUS HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SOUND AMPLIFYING 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17251444 or 
NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17534342 or sajilnath@urbaser.com
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17534342 or sajilnath@urbaser.com
ASRAR ALWADI CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17242566 or MH2990@HOT-
MAIL.COM
RISE & SHINE DOCUMENT CLEARANCE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33437449 or SULMAN8675@
GMAIL.COM
HAIR INNOVATION GENTS SALOON CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35052671 or MALIRA-
ZA8088@GMAIL.COM
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com
DRAGON AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17611939 or dragonautoservices@gmail.
com
BOU BILAL BAKER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BREAD BAKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36120088 or ABDULLAABDULHAL-
EEM183@GMAIL.COM
DRAGON MASSAGE CENTRE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17554202 or KHEJAIR@GMAIL.COM
ON SPOT FURNITURE MOVING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33334224 or OMDA172@YAHOO.COM
9092 GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
66744645 or 9092.WLL@GMAIL.COM
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77996666 or GOVERNMENT@
MRE.CO
NADEEN SCHOOL DILMUNIA W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TEACHER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39206432 or shanee.puri@nadeen-
school.com
MUHAMMAD AMIR DECOR W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33293427 or ASIFALI01BH@GMAIL.COM
KING HAMAD AMERICAN MISSION 
HOSPITAL N.P.C has a vacancy for the 
occupation of NURSE(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39748885 or CATHERINE@AMH.ORG.BH
BANAT AL NAWAEM FOR ACCESSORIES 

contact 17313373 or hrd@dadabhaicon-
struction.com
Real Value Contracting WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36767312 or INFO@REALVALUECON-
TRACTING.COM
AASHI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33687178 or DIMENSIONAL.STONES@
GMAIL.COM
Aqua Global Logistics W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33112395 or mgr.coIrrrpOq88@aquaigllo-
balloipigistics.com
MAITHAM AHMED A. J. / SULTAN ALQU-
LUB -13715 has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36000966 or MAI-
THAMALBINJASSIM@GMAIL.COM
BOLAN TOWER CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17000490 or bolanbh@gmail.com
NES Bahrain W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of EQUIPMENTS OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36742383 or BAHER.HAMDAN@NESFIR-
CROFT.COM
FAHAD TITAN CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33547985 or 
SA165112@GMAIL.COM
SINDBAD JENTS SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39122272 
or ALIMALI111@HOTMAIL.COM
BAB ALMEDIA ADVERTISING & PRINTING 
CO.W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39225470 or BAM-
PRINTERS@GMAIL.COM
Olive Green Carpentry Workshop has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER(DECOR), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39222682 or contact@
OGCBH.NET
HI TECH PAINT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17414043 or 
sy@hitechbh.com
QUANTUM HOLDING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38800182 or F-TELEMAN@HOT-
MAIL.COM
BROTHERS UNION TRADING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DATA ENTRY OPERATOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34113731 or 
ABO-ODE89@HOTMAIL.COM
MASDAR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(PROJECT), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33393899 or HR@UNITE-
DENTERPRISES.BIZ
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33461761 or 
MAJADJAVED12@GMAIL.COM
I BED W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36960999 or IN-
FOBAHRAIN2@GMAIL.COM
SWEET MOMENTS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39840693 or AHMED.ALEEM80@YAHOO.COM
MAGIC KARAK - BAHRAINI PARTNER-
SHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39867872 or 
HASH2H2@GMAIL.COM
LUMINA SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33482399 or HY-
BRIDMAINTENANCE@YAHOO.COM
S N COATING WORKSHOP W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(METAL CLEANING), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33074488 or SN-
COATING@GMAIL.COM

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
Buildco WLL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39496994 or SHABUPARAKADAN@
GMAIL.COM
SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38826888 or SILVERCITY-
CONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
ALI HASAN CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34438754 or YES4PK@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOP-
MENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17226618 or 
ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
JOZ CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39999887 or JOZGROUP@BATELCO.COM.BH
M K P SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34440237 or mk-
pserviceswll@gmail.com
MANIKA TAMANG SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35693082 or MANIKAT-
MG970@GMAIL.COM
CHAKWAL RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36238523 or MOHAMMADEJAZ1965@
GMAIL.COM
WHITE LIFE SERVICES  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39183582 or ELVISLUSIBA@GMAIL.COM
KING HAMAD AMERICAN MISSION 
HOSPITAL N.P.C has a vacancy for the 
occupation of NURSE(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39748885 or CATHERINE@AMH.ORG.BH
NEAT AND TIDY LAUNDRY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37103199 or KHALIDDOSSA-
RY2@GMAIL.COM
HINTERLAND COLDSTORE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38229737 or ibrahimmohd1975@gmail.
com
KING HAMAD AMERICAN MISSION 
HOSPITAL N.P.C has a vacancy for the 
occupation of NURSE(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39748885 or CATHERINE@AMH.ORG.BH
MAKKA RESTAURANT  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BREAD BAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35148099 or RASHIDJUTT0260@
GMAIL.COM
BLUE PANTHER BUSINESS SUPPOERT 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35172145 
or MOHSINPERVEZ06@GMAIL.COM
SPECTRA MEDICAL AND PHARMACEUTI-
CAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALES MANAGER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17770615 or 
ALHILLO@BATELCO.COM.BH
BREAED TOAST EXPRESS FOR BAKERY 
PRODUCTS CO.W.L.L. has a vacancy for 

the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17699719 or 
BREADTOS@BATELCO.COM.BH
Logicom Bahrain WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39458624 or A.PAPACHRISTOFOROU@
GMAIL.COM
PETROJANA CONTRACTING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34688884 or LOAI@PETRO-
JANA.COM
SEVEN CRAFT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BOAT MAINTENANCE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77177771 or 7craftacc@
gmail.com
DEVES GATE CAR WASH MANUAL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CAR 
WASHER/CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39464585 or 
YKHALFAN@GMAIL.COM
ALDOULABI BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36757508 or WADEEAJAFFER@GMAIL.
COM
ain adari salon has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39185253 or ALBI-
LADYYOGURT@GMAIL.COM
BU FAROOQ TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33929797 or FAKHIRALBALUSHI@
GMAIL.COM
ALIF MAS LAUNDRY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38800561 or 
ADILLINE@GMAIL.COM
SKY WAVE CARGO & PROMOTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36410369 or 
HAFIZRASHID5223431@GMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17749697 or secure.me@live.com
HOUSE OF UNIFORMS H.O.U has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38388494 or admingov@
uniforms.com.bh
BAHRAIN BAYAN SCHOOL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TEACHER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
77122255 or ZAINAB.SHABAN@BAYAN-
SCHOOL.EDU.BH
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17773006 or 
arnaud.allix@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
TASTY PLAZA CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17783636 or AALAALI@HOTMAIL.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICAL TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VIN-
CI-ENERGIES.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN (INSTRU-
MENT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VIN-
CI-ENERGIES.COM
Mohamed Ali Rashed Fakhroo Company 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39611511 or admin@marfakhroo.com
ANOWARY CAR SERVICE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37744431 or BOTAMEM55@GMAIL.COM
AL NAMAL CAFETERIA W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33522100 or MTAHIRNAWAZ786@
GMAIL.COM
TAMLEEK REALESTATE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17291010 or HUS-
SAINALHAMAR@GMAIL.COM
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360 GENT SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33070333 or wa-
haboo1986@gmail.com
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAHOO.COM
GOLDEN CODES SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PROGRAMMER(COMPUTER), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33090834 or KFROSHAN@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17727676 or aqeel@basma.
com.bh
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com
CONSILIUM HOUSE MANAGEMENT CON-
SULTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36631276 or KESSY.IRABOR@
GMAIL.COM
Combi Supermarket WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39817261 or mohd.akter1974@gmail.com
SWITCH VAPE BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33500540 or ZO-
HAIBAPTECHNN@GMAIL.COM
GELATEEMO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17251700 or A-ZULAIKH@HOTMAIL.COM
SMART NUTRITION LIFE CENTER W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES AGENT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39340133 or smartnu-
trition.bh@gmail.com
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CON-
STRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17784584 or HR@AMJASSIM.
COM
MAG SPEED GARAGE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39056885 or HUSSAINALOWD@GMAIL.
COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN (INSTRU-
MENT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VIN-
CI-ENERGIES.COM
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CON-
STRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PLUMBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17784584 or HR@AMJASSIM.COM
MATTAR JEWEL ART has a vacancy for 
the occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17212717 or LUBNA@MAT-
TARJEWELERS.COM
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
Lucky 9 Transport W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33242404 or LUCKY9CONT@GMAIL.COM
DIPLOMAT INTERNATIONAL CARS 
SPARE PARTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 38331213 or 
diplomat.intl.wll@gmail.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 or 

ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 or 
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
BLACK NORWALA COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35172144 or 
WALIDBAHRAINI015@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or you-
sif@aanass.net
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
RAI SHAHMEER CARGO HANDLING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33677089 or RAYMUSTA-
FA1919@GMAIL.COM
RAI SHAHMEER CARGO HANDLING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33677089 or RAY-
MUSTAFA1919@GMAIL.COM
VOLCANO CARGO HANDLING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34445596 or XRF.611@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33461761 or 
MAJADJAVED12@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
SAKHI CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38966458 or 
AAMIRSOHAIL0243@GMAIL.COM
ANAGHA ELECTRICAL SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PLUMBER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33435367 or anaghaeletri-
cal4@gmail.com
BRILLIANT TUTION ACADEMY CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33740139 or JAN-
QADIRKHAN@GMAIL.COM
H V P INTERNATIONAL  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES EX-
CUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33715201 or MOHAMME-
DRASEB@HOTMAIL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39279042 or gm@powertechde-
velopment.com
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36491411 or choicefirst82@
gmail.com
ACEFRAME CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN(BUILDINGS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33301113 or ZA-
HIDRASHID_333@HOTMAIL.COM
ALJAZZAF BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36724475 or 
ALJAZAFDOCUMENTS@GMAIL.COM
ABAYAAT ZAHRAT AL MUHARRAQ has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39692931 or AZAMZAKARIA@YAHOO.
COM
Bu Ali Spice Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17240030 or hr@bualigroup.bh
SIGNATURE LUXE HEAD OFFICES & 
MANAGEMENT OFFICES SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38430819 or HARRISKHAN2220@
GMAIL.COM
CHILL & FILL THAI FOOD W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOOD 
SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39567307 or 
SAMYRIZK911@GMAIL.COM
HEMMING FASHION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38290322 or HEMMINGFASHION@
GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
Universal foodstuff factory W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36328228 or ACCOUNTS@
UNIVERSAL.BH
APLUS SUSHI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33153222 or ABO0ODALHADDAD@
GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 
or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@AL-
TRAD.COM
KARAK MISHKAT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34666967 or ALSHAIJE_88@ICLUD.COM
CERAMICA DELMON CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PORTER 
(SHOP), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17608207 or md.delmon@
GMAIL.COM
AHMED PERFUMES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66382836 or AKHIL.KNOVENTURE@
OUTLOOK.COM
MANASALU FOR CLEANING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36484627 or info.manasalugroup@
gmail.com
Protect Products W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PORTER (STORES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34165153 or hasnain@PROTECT-PROD-
UCTS.COM
CHICKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35114403 or 
DPASIF@LIVE.COM
BANDO BARBER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36454071 or 
RMOKHA69@GMAIL.COM
KHOLOOD INTERNATIONAL TRADING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17789585 or BIGBOSSVIP911@
GMAIL.COM
Ramee Grand Hotel & Spa has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17111999 or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
ABU KHIDR FOOD STUFF AND GENER-
AL TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR SALES, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33067650 or ALAHRY87@GMAIL.COM
DOUBLE COOL MACHINERY AND EQUIP-
MENTS SERVICE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC (AIR-CON-
DITIONING), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36277436 or hhashimpp@
gmail.com
UM YASMIN MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR (PURCHASING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38200780 
or HAPPYTOWN113@GMAIL.COM
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Manama crowned champions of 
“Golden Generation” Basketball League
TDT | Manama

Manama were crowned 
champions of the Khalid 

bin Hamad Golden Generation 
Basketball League for Juniors 
after a dominant victory over Al 
Ahli in the final held on Sunday 
at Zain Sports Hall in Umm Al 
Hassam.

Backed by strong support 
from His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the final showcased the best 
young basketball talent in Bah-
rain, with officials from the 
General Sports Authority and 
the Bahrain Basketball Associ-
ation in attendance.

Manama delivered a com-
manding performance in the 
final, defeating Al Ahli 85–52 
to secure the title in convinc-
ing fashion. Al Ahli finished as 
runners-up, while Muharraq 
claimed third place in the com-
petition.

Following the final whistle, 
the winners were presented 
with the championship tro-
phy and gold medals by offi-
cials from the General Sports 

Authority. Al Ahli received the 
silver medals, while Muharraq 
were awarded bronze.

The closing ceremony was 
attended by senior figures from 
the Bahrain Basketball Associ-
ation, who praised the success 
of the tournament and its role 

in developing young players 
and identifying future national 
team talent.

The league continues to play 
an important role in supporting 
youth basketball in Bahrain and 
strengthening the pipeline of 
talent for the future.

Smartest ball ever
How World Cup 2026 technology is changing football

• Match 
ball requires 
charging before 
kickoff

Hussain Al-
maskati
TDT | Manama

The 2026 
F I F A 
Wo r l d 

C u p  i s  e x-
p e c t e d  t o 
feature one 
of the most 
t e c h n o l o g i -
cally advanced 
match balls in 
the sport’s his-
tory. Designed 
as part of foot-
ball’s growing 
i n t e g r a t i o n 
w i t h  d i g i t a l 
s y s t e m s ,  t h e 
official ball is 
equipped with 
internal sen-
sor technolo-
gy that works 
a l o n g s i d e 
next-generation 
video assistant ref-
eree (VAR) systems.

The ball ,  known as 
“Trionda,” contains an embed-
ded motion sensor capable of 
tracking movement hundreds 
of times per second. This al-
lows it to capture detailed data 
including speed, spin, direction, 
trajectory, and the exact mo-
ment of contact with a player. 
The information is transmit-
ted in real time and combined 
with stadium camera systems 
to construct a live 3D model of 
on-field action.

This integrated tracking 
system is designed to support 
referees with faster and more 
precise decision-making, par-
ticularly in tight situations such 
as offside calls. By accurate-
ly identifying when the ball is 
played, it reduces one of the 
most challenging variables in 
modern officiating.

The technology is not entire-

ly new. A similar 
sensor-equipped 

ball was used during 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar 

as part of FIFA’s semi-automat-
ed offside system. However, 
the 2026 version is expected to 
process data more quickly and 
integrate more efficiently with 
Hawk-Eye tracking and goal-
line technology. This could 
also help reduce delays caused 
by video assistant referee  
reviews.

The ball also includes an 
internal rechargeable battery 
designed to last through a full 
match, including extra time. 
While the idea of charging a 
football before kickoff may 
seem unusual, it reflects how 
deeply data and electronics are 
becoming embedded in elite 
sport.

In addition to its internal 
systems, the ball is expected 
to feature a redesigned outer 
structure with fewer panels 

t h a n 
p r e v i -

ous World 
Cup designs. 

Engineers suggest 
this could improve 

aerodynamics, flight stability, 
and consistency in different 
weather conditions.

Its design is also expected 
to reflect the identity of the 
host nations, Canada, Mexi-
co, and the United States. 
Colour accents in red, green, 
and blue are likely to appear, 
along with symbolic imagery 
such as stars, maple leaves, and  
eagles.

Not all reactions to this tech-
nological direction are positive. 
Critics argue that increased re-
liance on digital systems risks 
slowing the game and reduc-
ing its spontaneous human 
element. Supporters counter 
that greater accuracy in key 
decisions is worth the trade-off, 
especially on football’s biggest 
stage.

Whatever the debate, the 
match ball is no longer just 
equipment. At the 2026 World 
Cup, it may function as one of 
the most important data tools 
on the pitch.
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360 GENT SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33070333 or wa-
haboo1986@gmail.com
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAHOO.COM
GOLDEN CODES SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PROGRAMMER(COMPUTER), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33090834 or KFROSHAN@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17727676 or aqeel@basma.
com.bh
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com
CONSILIUM HOUSE MANAGEMENT CON-
SULTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36631276 or KESSY.IRABOR@
GMAIL.COM
Combi Supermarket WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39817261 or mohd.akter1974@gmail.com
SWITCH VAPE BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33500540 or ZO-
HAIBAPTECHNN@GMAIL.COM
GELATEEMO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17251700 or A-ZULAIKH@HOTMAIL.COM
SMART NUTRITION LIFE CENTER W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES AGENT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39340133 or smartnu-
trition.bh@gmail.com
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CON-
STRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17784584 or HR@AMJASSIM.
COM
MAG SPEED GARAGE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39056885 or HUSSAINALOWD@GMAIL.
COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN (INSTRU-
MENT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VIN-
CI-ENERGIES.COM
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CON-
STRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PLUMBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17784584 or HR@AMJASSIM.COM
MATTAR JEWEL ART has a vacancy for 
the occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17212717 or LUBNA@MAT-
TARJEWELERS.COM
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
Lucky 9 Transport W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33242404 or LUCKY9CONT@GMAIL.COM
DIPLOMAT INTERNATIONAL CARS 
SPARE PARTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 38331213 or 
diplomat.intl.wll@gmail.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 or 

ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 or 
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
BLACK NORWALA COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35172144 or 
WALIDBAHRAINI015@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or you-
sif@aanass.net
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
RAI SHAHMEER CARGO HANDLING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33677089 or RAYMUSTA-
FA1919@GMAIL.COM
RAI SHAHMEER CARGO HANDLING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33677089 or RAY-
MUSTAFA1919@GMAIL.COM
VOLCANO CARGO HANDLING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34445596 or XRF.611@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33461761 or 
MAJADJAVED12@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
SAKHI CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38966458 or 
AAMIRSOHAIL0243@GMAIL.COM
ANAGHA ELECTRICAL SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PLUMBER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33435367 or anaghaeletri-
cal4@gmail.com
BRILLIANT TUTION ACADEMY CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33740139 or JAN-
QADIRKHAN@GMAIL.COM
H V P INTERNATIONAL  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES EX-
CUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33715201 or MOHAMME-
DRASEB@HOTMAIL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39279042 or gm@powertechde-
velopment.com
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36491411 or choicefirst82@
gmail.com
ACEFRAME CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN(BUILDINGS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33301113 or ZA-
HIDRASHID_333@HOTMAIL.COM
ALJAZZAF BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36724475 or 
ALJAZAFDOCUMENTS@GMAIL.COM
ABAYAAT ZAHRAT AL MUHARRAQ has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39692931 or AZAMZAKARIA@YAHOO.
COM
Bu Ali Spice Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17240030 or hr@bualigroup.bh
SIGNATURE LUXE HEAD OFFICES & 
MANAGEMENT OFFICES SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38430819 or HARRISKHAN2220@
GMAIL.COM
CHILL & FILL THAI FOOD W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOOD 
SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39567307 or 
SAMYRIZK911@GMAIL.COM
HEMMING FASHION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38290322 or HEMMINGFASHION@
GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
Universal foodstuff factory W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36328228 or ACCOUNTS@
UNIVERSAL.BH
APLUS SUSHI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33153222 or ABO0ODALHADDAD@
GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 
or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@AL-
TRAD.COM
KARAK MISHKAT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34666967 or ALSHAIJE_88@ICLUD.COM
CERAMICA DELMON CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PORTER 
(SHOP), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17608207 or md.delmon@
GMAIL.COM
AHMED PERFUMES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66382836 or AKHIL.KNOVENTURE@
OUTLOOK.COM
MANASALU FOR CLEANING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36484627 or info.manasalugroup@
gmail.com
Protect Products W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PORTER (STORES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34165153 or hasnain@PROTECT-PROD-
UCTS.COM
CHICKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35114403 or 
DPASIF@LIVE.COM
BANDO BARBER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36454071 or 
RMOKHA69@GMAIL.COM
KHOLOOD INTERNATIONAL TRADING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17789585 or BIGBOSSVIP911@
GMAIL.COM
Ramee Grand Hotel & Spa has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17111999 or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
ABU KHIDR FOOD STUFF AND GENER-
AL TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR SALES, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33067650 or ALAHRY87@GMAIL.COM
DOUBLE COOL MACHINERY AND EQUIP-
MENTS SERVICE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC (AIR-CON-
DITIONING), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36277436 or hhashimpp@
gmail.com
UM YASMIN MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR (PURCHASING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38200780 
or HAPPYTOWN113@GMAIL.COM
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Manama crowned champions of 
“Golden Generation” Basketball League
TDT | Manama

Manama were crowned 
champions of the Khalid 

bin Hamad Golden Generation 
Basketball League for Juniors 
after a dominant victory over Al 
Ahli in the final held on Sunday 
at Zain Sports Hall in Umm Al 
Hassam.

Backed by strong support 
from His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the final showcased the best 
young basketball talent in Bah-
rain, with officials from the 
General Sports Authority and 
the Bahrain Basketball Associ-
ation in attendance.

Manama delivered a com-
manding performance in the 
final, defeating Al Ahli 85–52 
to secure the title in convinc-
ing fashion. Al Ahli finished as 
runners-up, while Muharraq 
claimed third place in the com-
petition.

Following the final whistle, 
the winners were presented 
with the championship tro-
phy and gold medals by offi-
cials from the General Sports 

Authority. Al Ahli received the 
silver medals, while Muharraq 
were awarded bronze.

The closing ceremony was 
attended by senior figures from 
the Bahrain Basketball Associ-
ation, who praised the success 
of the tournament and its role 

in developing young players 
and identifying future national 
team talent.

The league continues to play 
an important role in supporting 
youth basketball in Bahrain and 
strengthening the pipeline of 
talent for the future.

Smartest ball ever
How World Cup 2026 technology is changing football

• Match 
ball requires 
charging before 
kickoff

Hussain Al-
maskati
TDT | Manama

The 2026 
F I F A 
Wo r l d 

C u p  i s  e x-
p e c t e d  t o 
feature one 
of the most 
t e c h n o l o g i -
cally advanced 
match balls in 
the sport’s his-
tory. Designed 
as part of foot-
ball’s growing 
i n t e g r a t i o n 
w i t h  d i g i t a l 
s y s t e m s ,  t h e 
official ball is 
equipped with 
internal sen-
sor technolo-
gy that works 
a l o n g s i d e 
next-generation 
video assistant ref-
eree (VAR) systems.

The ball ,  known as 
“Trionda,” contains an embed-
ded motion sensor capable of 
tracking movement hundreds 
of times per second. This al-
lows it to capture detailed data 
including speed, spin, direction, 
trajectory, and the exact mo-
ment of contact with a player. 
The information is transmit-
ted in real time and combined 
with stadium camera systems 
to construct a live 3D model of 
on-field action.

This integrated tracking 
system is designed to support 
referees with faster and more 
precise decision-making, par-
ticularly in tight situations such 
as offside calls. By accurate-
ly identifying when the ball is 
played, it reduces one of the 
most challenging variables in 
modern officiating.

The technology is not entire-

ly new. A similar 
sensor-equipped 

ball was used during 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar 

as part of FIFA’s semi-automat-
ed offside system. However, 
the 2026 version is expected to 
process data more quickly and 
integrate more efficiently with 
Hawk-Eye tracking and goal-
line technology. This could 
also help reduce delays caused 
by video assistant referee  
reviews.

The ball also includes an 
internal rechargeable battery 
designed to last through a full 
match, including extra time. 
While the idea of charging a 
football before kickoff may 
seem unusual, it reflects how 
deeply data and electronics are 
becoming embedded in elite 
sport.

In addition to its internal 
systems, the ball is expected 
to feature a redesigned outer 
structure with fewer panels 

t h a n 
p r e v i -

ous World 
Cup designs. 

Engineers suggest 
this could improve 

aerodynamics, flight stability, 
and consistency in different 
weather conditions.

Its design is also expected 
to reflect the identity of the 
host nations, Canada, Mexi-
co, and the United States. 
Colour accents in red, green, 
and blue are likely to appear, 
along with symbolic imagery 
such as stars, maple leaves, and  
eagles.

Not all reactions to this tech-
nological direction are positive. 
Critics argue that increased re-
liance on digital systems risks 
slowing the game and reduc-
ing its spontaneous human 
element. Supporters counter 
that greater accuracy in key 
decisions is worth the trade-off, 
especially on football’s biggest 
stage.

Whatever the debate, the 
match ball is no longer just 
equipment. At the 2026 World 
Cup, it may function as one of 
the most important data tools 
on the pitch.
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Manama players celebrate after winning the 2025-2026 juniors title

Kooheji marks PFL debut with 
statement win for Bahrain

• Hamza Kooheji now 
holds a professional 
MMA record of 15–4–0

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Hamza Koohe-
ji emerged as one of the 

standout performers at PFL 
MENA: Dubai – Pride of Ara-
bia at the Coca-Cola Arena, 
earning a unanimous decision 
victory over Morocco’s Taha 
Bendaoud on Sunday night. All 
three judges scored it 29–28 
as he advanced to the feather-
weight semi-finals.

The win marked a strong re-

sponse from Kooheji following 
his last outing, where he suf-
fered a fourth-round TKO defeat 
on home soil in Bahrain last No-
vember against Serbia’s Borislav 
Nikolić. This time, he appeared 
far more composed over three 
rounds, showing improved 
distance control, sharper deci-
sion-making, and a disciplined 
approach under pressure.

After the win, Kooheji was 
emotional in his post-fight re-
marks, dedicating the victory to 
Bahrain and its leadership.

“First and foremost, this hard-
earned victory belongs to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain and to His 
Highness Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa.”

He also acknowledged Shaikh 
Khalid’s absence from cageside, 

emphasizing that his support 
remains deeply felt.

“I truly wished His Highness 
could have been here with us 
tonight, but we completely un-
derstand that his demanding 
schedule and official respon-
sibilities kept him away. He is 
always with us in spirit, and his 
unwavering support remains 
our greatest motivation.”

Looking ahead, Kooheji made 
it clear that his focus remains 
firmly on the title.

“Our focus is now entirely on 

the finals. We will keep push-
ing forward, and with the right 
preparation, we look forward to 
having His Highness by our side 
to witness the culmination of 
this journey. The goal remains 
unchanged: to bring the cham-
pionship home to Bahrain.”

Elsewhere on the card, Bah-
rain’s Hamad Marhoon came 
up just short in a split-decision 
loss to Jordan’s Saher Qasmieh 
(3-0), with scorecards of 29–28, 
28–29, 29–28 in a flyweight bout 
that went the distance.

Omar Solomanov sets sights 
on undisputed Featherweight 
Crown at BRAVE CF 105

Manama

Omar Solomanov enters the 
main event of BRAVE CF 

105 on Sunday, May 31, with 
the kind of clarity only hard-
earned experience can bring.

The BRAVE CF Interim 
Featherweight World Cham-
pion now stands at the edge 
of something far more perma-
nent, a chance to remove all 
prefixes and finally be recog-
nized as the division’s undis-
puted ruler.

 The Baluan Sholak Sports 
Palace in Almaty, Kazakhstan 
will host a pivotal clash as 
Solomanov meets former ban-
tamweight titleholder Nicho-
las Hwende for the vacant un-
disputed featherweight crown.

 For Solomanov, the occasion 
represents more than another 
World Championship appear-
ance. It is a moment of vali-
dation, a chance to solidify a 
standing that has been forged 
through consistency and dom-
inance rather than temporary 
distinction.

 His defining breakthrough 
arrived at BRAVE CF 98 in 
September 2025, where he 
delivered a commanding five-
round performance against 
Kazakh rival Rauan “Shymyr” 
Bekbolat in their anticipated 
rematch.

 That night ended in a unan-
imous decision victory, earn-
ing Solomanov the BRAVE CF 
Interim Featherweight World 
Title and confirming his ascent 
as a force at 145 pounds.

  “Every fight at this level 
strips away illusion. I have 
carried the interim designa-
tion long enough. On May 31, 
I intend to leave no ambiguity 
and take my place as the true 
champion of this division,” he  
said.

 Now armed with a profes-
sional record of 14-3, including 
eight knockouts and three sub-
mission victories, the Ukraini-

an standout has developed into 
one of the most feared compet-
itors in his weight class.

 With five wins from his last 
six outings, his approach has 
been defined by calculated ag-
gression, surgical precision, 
and composure in volatile ex-
changes.

 “This is not a stepping stone 
or a transitional label for me. I 
have proven myself repeatedly 
against elite opposition. I am 
here to erase any perception 
that I am anything less than 
the man who rules this divi-
sion,” he added.

Standing across the cage is 
a tested and dangerous ad-
versary. Hwende carries a 
10-2 standing and has already 
made six appearances under 
the BRAVE CF banner, securing 
four victories along the way. 

His featherweight intro-
duction came at BRAVE CF 
98 against “The Stalker” Xie 
Bin, where he neutralized the 
Chinese spitfire’s momentum 
with disciplined striking and 
strategic control en route to a 
unanimous decision win. 

In fact .  Hwende is  no 
stranger to World Champion-
ship pressure. 

The Zimbabwean has previ-
ously held the BRAVE Bantam-
weight World Title and has 
repeatedly demonstrated the 
ability to perform under the 
bright lights. 

At BRAVE CF 105, Hwende 
stands on the verge of joining a 
rare echelon by potentially be-
coming a two-division World 
Champion.

Yet Solomanov remains in-
tent on denying that narrative 
its conclusion.

  “I respect what he has 
achieved, but this moment 
belongs to me. I am not trave-
ling to Almaty to share history  
or witness someone else’s leg-
acy being written. I am going 
there to seize it,” Solomanov  
stated.
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Action from Kooheji’s bout against Bendaoud

Kooheji performs sujud in gratitude after his victory

Hamza Kooheji during his post-fight interview

Hamza Kooheji reacts during his cage announcement

Guidetech-Indian Club Open Badminton Tournament 
2026 concludes after week of elite competition

Pradeep Puravankara
TDT | Manama

The local sports scene wit-
nessed a spectacular show-

case of athleticism as the week-
long Guidetech–Indian Club 
Open Badminton Tournament 
2026 successfully wrapped up at 
the Indian Club premises.

The prestigious tournament 
drew around 300 elite play-
ers from across the Kingdom 
of Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. 
The high-profile event gener-
ated over 400 entries across 15 

distinct categories—including 
Men’s Doubles, Women’s Dou-
bles, Mixed Doubles, and Mas-
ters Doubles—culminating in 
more than 250 action-packed 
matches. The entire week of in-
tense competition was smoothly 
coordinated under the leader-
ship of Tournament Director 
Mr. Anil Koliyadan.

Following the final matches, 
a formal prize distribution cer-
emony was hosted by the Indian 
Club Executive Committee and 
the organizing team to honor 
the athletes. The closing cer-

emony began with a welcome 
speech by the Club’s General 
Secretary, Mr. Anil Kumar R., 
followed by an official presiden-
tial address from Club President 
Mr. Joseph Joy.

The evening concluded with 
the presentation of trophies to 
the winners and runners-up of 
each respective category. Mr. 
Binu Pappachen, the Club’s Bad-
minton Secretary, delivered the 
official vote of thanks to close 
out the tournament.

Reflecting on the event’s suc-
cess, the Indian Club Executive 

Committee extended its deep-
est gratitude to all participating 
players, the organizing team, 
and the community supporters 
who made the large-scale tour-
nament possible.

The 2026 open tournament 
was powered by Title Sponsor 
Guidetech Trading W.L.L. and 
Main Sponsor Valueline Trading 
W.L.L. The event also received 
significant corporate backing 
from supporting sponsors, in-
cluding Silver Star Logistics, 
Eram Floors W.L.L., Indian De-
lights, and Al Hilal Hospital.



Al Najma, Manama 
Secure Top-Flight Spots
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Matchday 2 of the 2025–
2026 Bahrain promo-
tion and relegation 

play-offs confirmed the final 
composition of next season’s 
Nasser Bin Hamad Bahrain Pre-
mier Football League last night. 
With all four sides now aware 
of their fate, Al Najma retained 
their top-flight status, Mana-
ma secured promotion, Budaiya 
were relegated, and Al Ettihad 
remained in the First Division.

At Bahrain National Stadium, 
Al Najma completed a perfect 
play-off campaign with a con-
vincing 3-0 win over Budaiya. 
They took the lead just before 
half-time when Ali Al Doseri re-
acted quickest after Faisal Boda-
hoom’s corner was cleared and 
struck a loose ball from around 
30 yards, finishing low into the 
bottom corner.

Coach Mohamed Shamlan’s 
side doubled their lead in the 
55th minute through Saleh Al 

Zubaidi, who converted from 
close range after another danger-
ous Bodahoom delivery bounced 
inside the box. Their momentum 
was briefly disrupted in the 75th 
minute when Al Doseri was sent 
off following a VAR review for 
an accidental stamp on Qassim 
Saeed, reducing them to ten men 

for the closing stages.
Despite the dismissal, Al Najma 

remained in control and sealed 
the win in stoppage time. Budaiya 
captain Nawaf Abdulla played a 
poor back pass under pressure 
from Zachary Hadji, who was 
then brought down by Qassim 
Saeed inside the area, earning a 

penalty. The Moroccan stepped 
up and scored down the middle 
for his third goal of the play-offs 
to complete the 3-0 victory.

Meanwhile, at Al Ahli Club Sta-
dium, Manama were equally dom-
inant in a 3-0 win over Al Ettihad, 
confirming their return to the top 
flight. They opened the scoring in 

the 20th minute when Suelynton 
Thiago Silva de Lima Brito met 
a Nemanja Nikolic cross with a 
diving header into the corner.

Shortly after the restart, Al 
Ettihad were awarded a penalty 
and sensed a route back into the 
match. However, after review-
ing the incident on the monitor, 

referee Mohammed Bunafoor 
overturned his decision and 
ruled that Manama goalkeeper 
Mohamed Hassan had made a 
clean tackle.

The moment proved crucial as 
Manama doubled their advan-
tage in the 61st minute through 
Pablo Augusto Servo de Carval-
ho, who turned home from close 
range following a set piece. The 
goal was initially ruled out for 
offside before a VAR review over-
turned the flag and confirmed 
the strike. Carvalho added his 
second five minutes later, react-
ing quickest to a corner to ex-
tend the lead and put the result 
beyond doubt.

With Al Najma and Manama 
confirmed in the 2026–27 Nass-
er Bin Hamad Bahrain Premier 
Football League, the final round 
of fixtures on May 30 will not 
affect promotion or relegation. 
Al Ettihad will face Budaiya at 
Al Ahli Club Stadium, while Al 
Najma meet Manama at Bah-
rain National Stadium, with both 
matches kicking off at 7pm.

Bahrain handball league semi-finals get underway tonight
TDT | Manama

Barbar will aim to spring an 
upset when they face de-

fending champions Al Najma in 
the Golden Square semi-finals of 
the 2025–26 Khalid Bin Hamad 
Bahrain Handball League, with 
the best-of-three series begin-
ning tonight at Khalifa Sports 
City.

Najma enter the tie as clear 
favourites after topping the 
regular season standings with 
56 points, finishing ahead of all 

challengers and asserting their 
dominance with two wins over 
Barbar during the campaign. 
Their consistency across the 
season has reinforced their sta-
tus as the team to beat as they 
continue their bid to defend the 
title.

Barbar, meanwhile, finished 
fourth in the table with 46 points 
from 13 wins and seven defeats, 
but head into the semi-finals 
determined to overturn the 
odds. Despite losing both league 
meetings against Najma, Barbar 

will look to reset in a knockout 
environment where form can 
often shift under pressure, es-
pecially in a short best-of-three  
series.

The other semi-final promises 
to be just as competitive, with 
Al Shabab taking on Al Ahli in a 
closely matched contest. 

Shabab secured second place 
with 55 points after an impres-
sive campaign featuring 17 wins, 
one draw, and just two defeats, 
while Al Ahli finished close be-
hind in third on 54 points with 

17 victories and three losses, 
setting up a near-even clash for 
a place in the final. The series 
begins with a double-header to-
day, as Al Najma face Barbar at 
5:30pm followed by Al Shabab 
against Al Ahli at 7:30pm. 

The second round of fixtures 
will be played on Thursday, with 
a potential decider scheduled for 
Saturday if required. All matches 
will take place at Khalifa Sports 
City in Isa Town, where the race 
for a place in the final is set to 
intensify.

Al Zubaidi celebrates scoring Al Najma’s second goal against Budaiya Manama’s Mustafa Al Salem in action against Al Ettihad
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Swiatek, Rybakina cruise through Roland Garros openers
AFP | Paris

Four-time French Open 
champion Iga Swiatek and 

second seed Elena Rybakina 
both eased into the second 
round with comfortable wins 
at a sweltering Roland Garros 
yesterday, as Stan Wawrinka 
bade an emotional farewell to 
the tournament.

Swiatek, playing at a Grand 
Slam event for the first time 
since linking up with Rafael 
Nadal’s former coach Francis-
co Roig, made short work of 
seeing off Australian teenager 
Emerson Jones 6-1, 6-2 in just 
60 minutes.

The Pole is looking to regain 
the trophy she won at Roland 
Garros in three successive years 
from 2022-24 before losing to 
Aryna Sabalenka in the semi-fi-
nals 12 months ago.

Swiatek will take on Czech 

Sara Bejlek for a place in the last 
32 on Wednesday.

The third seed is among the 
favourites for the title after 
finding some form by reaching 
the Italian Open semi-finals 
earlier this month.

“I’m really happy with the 
way I played. It was a solid 
match from the beginning to 
the end. I technically knew how 
to play,” said Swiatek.

Rybakina also wasted little 
time in swatting aside Sloveni-
an Veronika Erjavec 6-2, 6-2 on 
Court Philippe Chatrier.

Like Swiatek, the Kazakh was 
pleased to not spend too much 
time on court in the 32C heat.

“It’s tough conditions but 
I’m happy things worked, and 
I’m looking forward to the next 
match,” she said.

Rybakina, who won the Aus-
tralian Open earlier this year, 
plays Ukraine’s Yuliia Staro-
dubtseva next.

Elina Svitolina survived a se-
rious scare against Hungary’s 
Anna Bondar on Court Suzanne 
Lenglen, fighting back from 3-1 
down in a deciding set to win 
3-6, 6-1, 7-6 (10/3).

Poland’s Iga Swiatek during the match

Yamal leads Spain World Cup squad, Merino recalled
AFP | Madrid

Lamine Yamal is the star 
name in Spain’s squad for 

the 2026 World Cup named by 
coach Luis de la Fuente yester-
day, which also included Arse-
nal midfielder Mikel Merino 
after his recent return from 
injury.

For the first time at a World 
Cup, the Spain squad will not 
feature a Real Madrid player 
with  Dean Huijsen  dropped  
and veteran Dani Carvajal also 
excluded after struggling 
through an injury-hit campaign.

Merino, a favourite of coach 
De la Fuente, appeared as 
a substitute for the Gunners 
against Crystal Palace on Sun-
day in their final Premier 
League match, for his first ap-
pearance since January after a 
foot fracture.

De La Fuente also called up 

defenders Eric Garcia and Marc 
Pubill  after impressive sea-
sons with  Barcelona  and  At-
letico Madrid  respectively, 
deciding to leave out Hu-
ijsen and Atletico’s Robin Le  
Normand.

Along with 18-year-old Bar-
ca star Yamal,  Athletic Bil-
bao’s Nico Williams played a  
key role as Spain won Euro 
2024 and he is in the squad de-
spite a season badly disrupted 
by fitness issues.

Lamine Yamal in action (file photo)

Khalid bin Hamad Handball League — 
Golden Square Semi-finals
Venue: Khalifa Sports City Hall

Game Date Time Fixture

Game 1 Tonight 5:30pm Al Najma vs Barbar

Game 1 Tonight 7:30pm Al Ahli vs Al Shabab

Game 2 28 May (Thu) 5:30pm Al Ahli vs Al Shabab

Game 2 28 May (Thu) 7:30pm Al Najma vs Barbar

Game 3* 30 May (Sat) 5:30pm Al Najma vs Barbar

Game 3* 30 May (Sat) 7:30pm Al Shabab vs Al Ahli


