
Wagner says handing Bakhmut to 
Russian army, Japan scrambles jets
Yevgeny Prigozhin announces ruined Ukrainian city will be handed over to Russian military by 1 June

• Wagner forces 
begin withdrawing 
from Bakhmut and

AFP | Washington

The head of Russia’s Wag-
ner mercenary group said 
yesterday his troops had 

started transferring their posi-
tions in the flashpoint eastern 
Ukraine city of Bakhmut to the 
Russian military.

Japan said it had scrambled 
fighter jets after detecting Rus-
sian “intelligence gathering” 
planes off its coastline, while 
Moscow announced China’s spe-
cial envoy would discuss Ukraine 
with Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov today.

In Bakhmut, Wagner said it be-
gan pulling out its fighters after 
claiming to have fully captured 
the destroyed city at the weekend.

Ukraine, which denies that 
Bakhmut has fallen to Russia, 
insisted it still controlled a “micro 
district” of the ruined city and 

said it was still advancing on the 
flanks.

The battle for Bakhmut has 
raged for nearly a year, levelling 
the city and decimating waves 
of Wagner recruits who have led 
Russia’s assault on the industrial 
hub.

“We are withdrawing units 
from Bakhmut today. We are 
handing over positions to the 
m i l i t a r y,  a m m u n i t i o n  a n d 

everything,” Wagner boss Yevge-
ny Prigozhin said in a video.

“We pull back, we rest, we pre-
pare and then we will get new 
tasks,” added Prigozhin, who was 
dressed in tactical body armour 
and a military helmet.

Earlier this week, he conceded 
that around 10,000 prisoners he 
had recruited to fight in Ukraine 
had been killed on the battlefield.

The 61-year-old Kremlin ally 

toured Russian prisons last year 
to persuade inmates to fight with 
Wagner in exchange for a prom-
ised amnesty on their return -- 
should they survive.

Wagner’s announcement came 
days after Moscow’s military said 
it had deployed jets and artillery 
on Russian soil against a “sab-
otage” group that crossed from 
Ukraine.

In Kyiv, President Volodymyr 

Zelensky accused Russia of ter-
rorising Ukrainians by launching 
a new wave of Iranian-made at-
tack drones at targets across his 
country.

“The enemy continued to ter-
rorise Ukraine by launching 36 
Shaheds. None reached their 
target,” Zelensky said on social 
media.

“I’m grateful to our air defence 
forces for the 100-percent result.”

The Ukrainian military said 
Russia was probably targeting 
key infrastructure and military 
facilities in western Ukraine.

Russia subjected Ukraine to 
a campaign of aerial bombard-
ments on infrastructure including 
energy facilities during the winter 
months but these attacks recently 
diminished.

Kyiv has become increasing-
ly adept at taking down waves 
of Russian cruise missiles and 
drones after appealing to West-
ern allies for greater air defence 
capabilities.

Separately, the Russian-in-
stalled head of Crimea announced 
that air defence had intercepted 
several drones targeting various 
parts of the territory annexed 
from Ukraine in 2014.

“Six drones were shot down 
or blocked ... in different parts 
of Crimea,” Sergei Aksyonov an-
nounced on social media, adding 
that no one had been injured.

In Moscow, Russia’s FSB securi-
ty service said it had arrested two 
Ukrainians who had allegedly 
planned to target nuclear power 
plants in the country.

The aim was to cause “serious 
economic harm to Russia and 
damage its reputation”, the FSB 
alleged in a statement.
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The threats to health 
from our changing 

climate are here and 
now. #ClimateAction is 
essential for protecting 
health. This is why @
WHO is mobilising the 
health community to 
take part in demanding, 
creating and implement-
ing solutions. #WHA76

@DrTedros

To d a y,  A m e r i c a 
mourns the murder 

of George Floyd three 
years later. I’ll never 
forget Gianna Floyd’s 
words: “Daddy changed 
the world.” He has – 
unifying people of every 
race and generation in 
peace and with purpose 
to say: Enough. Hate can 
never have safe harbor in 
America.

@POTUS

Heart-breaking to 
see the devastation 

caused by the floods in 
the beautiful region of 
Emilia Romagna. I have 
come here to tell you that 
Europe is mourning with 
you. And that we are by 
your side.

@vonderleyen

People in the Horn of 
Africa are paying an 

unconscionable price for 
a climate crisis they did 
nothing to cause. We owe 
them solidarity. We owe 
them assistance. We owe 
them a measure of hope 
for the future.

@antonioguterres
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News in brief 
 u A cargo ship ran 
aground yesterday 
in Egypt’s Suez Canal 

before it was quickly refloated without 
interrupting traffic, the authority in 
charge of the vital waterway said. The 
Hong Kong-flagged Xin Hai Tong 23 bulk 
carrier was refloated after “a sudden 
malfunction of the machinery” while it was 

crossing on its way from Saudi Arabia to Egypt, the Suez Canal Authority said. 
The authority, which oversees the waterway that accounts for about 10 percent 
of global maritime trade, said three tugboats and a marine rescue team were sent 
to refloat the vessel. It added that the Xin Hai Tong 23 measures 190 metres (208 
yards) in length and 32 metres in width, with a loading capacity of 34,000 tonnes..

u A serial sexual predator 
who used Snapchat to prey on 
more than 100 children was 
jailed by a Finnish court yesterday. Most of the 
120 underage girls who brought charges against Jesse 
Erkkonen were aged between 12 and 16. The court in 
Pirkanmaa in southern Finland heard the 27-year-old 
used the social media platform to approach young girls, 
asking them for naked photos and sexual videos. 

 u South African police said 
yesterday four people believed 
to be of “Bulgarian descent” 

were shot dead in a upmarket Cape Town district. 
Police did not identify the victims, but one of the 
deceased was believed to be Krasimir Kamenov, a high-
profile Bulgarian organised crime figure, according to 
judicial and government sources in Sofia. The bodies of 

two women and two men aged between 40 and 50 were discovered with gunshot 
wounds in Constantia, an affluent suburb of the South African port city, in the 
morning, police stated in a statement. “The motive for the multiple murders is yet 
to be determined,” police said adding an investigation has been opened.

Cargo Ship briefly grounded 
in Egypt’s Suez Canal

Four ‘Bulgarians’ shot dead 
in upmarket Cape Town area

Finnish abuser used 
Snapchat to prey on 120 girls

Paralysed man walks again via 
thought-controlled implants

AFP | Paris

A paralysed man has re-
gained the ability to 

walk smoothly using only his 
thoughts for the first time, re-
searchers said on Wednesday, 
thanks to two implants that 
restored communication be-
tween brain and spinal cord.

The patient Gert-Jan, who 
did not want to reveal his sur-
name, said the breakthrough 
had given him “a freedom that 
I did not have” before.

The 40-year-old Dutchman 
has been paralysed in his legs 
for more than a decade after 
suffering a spinal cord injury 
during a bicycle accident.

But using a new system he 
can now walk “naturally”, take 
on difficult terrain and even 
climb stairs, according to a 
study published in the journal 
Nature.

The advance is the result of 
more than a decade of work 
by a team of researchers in 
France and Switzerland.

Last year the team showed 
that a spinal cord implant -- 
which sends electrical pulses 
to stimulate movement in leg 
muscles -- had allowed three 
paralysed patients to walk 
again.

But they needed to press a 

button to move their legs each 
time.

Gert-Jan, who also has 
the spinal implant, said this 
made it difficult to get into the 
rhythm of taking a “natural 
step”.

The latest research com-
bines the spinal implant 
with new technology called 
a brain-computer interface, 
which is implanted above the 
part of the brain that controls 
leg movement.

The interface uses algo-
rithms based on artificial in-
telligence methods to decode 
brain recordings in real time, 
the researchers said.

This allows the interface, 
which was designed by re-
searchers at France’s Atomic 
Energy Commission (CEA), 
to work out how the patient 
wants to move their legs at any 
moment.

Dramatic Sydney blaze 
consumes seven-storey building

AFP | Sydney

More than 100 firefighters bat-
tled towering flames and 

thick smoke yesterday as a huge 
blaze consumed an unoccupied 
seven-storey building in central 
Sydney.

The flames appeared to be dy-
ing down as firefighters poured 
in water from multiple hoses two 
hours after the fire took hold in a 
building near the Central Station 
railway hub.

Shortly after it erupted, flames 
almost as high as the building it-
self shot into the sky.

The entire top floor wall leaned 
over and crashed in pieces into 
the street below, fire service video 
showed, as the building glowed 
orange with flames.

The carcass of a burning van 
was parked in front.

“More than 100 firefighters, 
from 20 fire trucks and multiple 
stations, continue to work to ex-
tinguish the blaze,” Fire and Res-

cue NSW said in an update after 
night fell in the city.

Two buildings had been affected 
by the fire, it said, both believed to 
have been vacant.

“Crews have also been dousing 
smaller fires which threatened to 
spread to surrounding buildings, 
including residential apartments.”

One firefighter suffered a minor 
burn on his right arm but did not 
need hospital treatment, the fire 
service said.

“Firefighting operations are ex-
pected to continue throughout the 
night,” it said.

There were no other reports 
of injuries from the blaze, which 
broke out in the afternoon in a 
building described by local media 
as a heritage-listed, unoccupied 
former hat factory.

“The public is urged to avoid 
the area as firefighting operations 
continue,” the fire service said, as 
the sound of emergency vehicle 
sirens echoed through the city 
streets.

One of last four Rwanda genocide fugitives arrested in S.Africa
AFP | Johannesburg

Fulgence Kayishema, one of four remain-
ing fugitives sought for their role in the 

1994 Rwanda genocide, has been arrested 
in South Africa, UN investigators said on 
yesterday.

“Yesterday afternoon, Fulgence Kay-
ishema -– one of the world’s most wanted 
genocide fugitives -– was arrested in Paarl, 
South Africa in a joint operation,” the Inter-
national Residual Mechanism for Criminal 
Tribunals (MICT) said in a statement.

Around 800,000 Rwandans, most of them 
ethnic Tutsis, were slaughtered over 100 
days at the hands of Hutu extremists.

Kayishema, a former judicial police in-

spector, faces charges of genocide, complic-
ity in and conspiracy to commit genocide, 
and crimes against humanity.

He has been on the run since July 2001, 
according to the MICT website, which gives 

his year of birth as 1961.
He and others allegedly murdered more 

than 2,000 Tutsi men, women and children 
who had taken refuge in a Catholic church 
in Nyange in Kivumu district.

“Kayishema directly participated in the 
planning and execution of this massacre, 
including by procuring and distributing 
petrol to burn down the church with the 
refugees inside,” the statement said.

“When this failed, Kayishema and others 
used a bulldozer to collapse the church, 
burying and killing the refugees inside.

“Kayishema and others then supervised 
the transfer of corpses from the church 
grounds into mass graves over the next 
approximately two days.”

DeSantis White House launch plagued by Twitter meltdown
AFP | Washington

Florida governor Ron De-
Santis’s long-awaited entry 

into the 2024 presidential cam-
paign descended into a fiasco 
on Wednesday as the opening of 
the live Twitter event intended 
to announce his candidacy was 
derailed by glitches.

The conversation repeatedly 
crashed as the platform’s servers 
were apparently overwhelmed, 
and many of the 400,000-plus 
users who were hoping to lis-
ten in missed the 44-year-old 
conservative throwing down the 
gauntlet to Republican primary 
frontrunner Donald Trump.

DeSantis finally began speak-
ing after almost half an hour of 
confusion and chaos -- although 
what should have been an exult-
ant launch had been thoroughly 
overshadowed by the time he 
was able to make his case for the 

Republican nomination.
“I am running for president 

of the United States to lead our 
great American comeback,” he 
told the listeners, although tens 
of thousands had abandoned 
Twitter by that point.

As the website struggled to 
get the event back on track, its 
owner Elon Musk, performing 
hosting duties, could be heard 
noting the “massive number of 
people online” who had caused 
the servers to begin “straining 

somewhat.”
While organizers sought to 

highlight the event’s popularity 
-- the DeSantis camp said it had 
raised $1 million online in one 
hour -- Biden’s team was quick 
to capitalize on the glitches, 
tweeting a link to a fundrais-
ing page and stating: “This link 
works.”

Fulgence Kayishema, bottom left, is pictured on a 
wanted poster

The live Twitter talk with Elon Musk on a background of Ron DeSantis as he 
announces his 2024 presidential run on his Twitter page

Gert-Jan walks with his implants during a press conference in Lausanne

A video grab shows a fire in central Sydney

Thieves again ram-raid luxury shop in France
AFP | Paris

Thieves yesterday smashed 
a car into a luxury store 

for the third time this year in 
the same French city to steal 
handbags and other valuables, 
a police source said.

The burglary at dawn from 
the Hermes shop in the north-
eastern city of Lille comes just 
days after another store belong-
ing to Louis Vuitton was tar-
geted some 100 metres down 
the road on Wednesday last  
week.

The Louis Vuitton shop was 
itself already burgled in Janu-
ary. The thieves yesterday made 
off with clothes, jewellery and 
handbags, but part of the loot 

was abandoned on site, the 
source said.

They also left behind two 
cars, including the one used 

to ram-raid the shop, but po-
lice were on the lookout for a 
third vehicle used, the source  
added.

Vietnam jails noodle vendor who parodied Salt Bae
AFP | Hanoi

A Vietnam court has jailed 
a noodle seller who went 

viral for impersonating Salt Bae, 
after the celebrity chef served 
a gold-leaf steak to a powerful 
official, his lawyer said.

In 2021, Peter Lam Bui posted 
a parody video impersonating 
Salt Bae - Turkish chef Nusret 
Gokce who parlayed his meme 
stardom into high-end eateries 
- by sprinkling herbs on noo-
dle soup, and calling himself 
“Green Onion Bae”.

But that video came after a 
clip of a high-ranking Vietnam-
ese official in London tucking 
into a steak at Gokce’s Knights-
bridge venue went viral in Vi-
etnam.

Lam was in trouble within 
days of uploading his video and 
filmed a police visit to his home 

in the central city of Danang.
Yesterday, the 39-year-old 

former activist was convicted 
of spreading anti-state prop-
aganda by a court in Danang, 
lawyer Le Dinh Viet told AFP.

“They charged the defendant 
based on posts and video clips 
Lam had on his accounts on so-
cial media platforms,” Viet said.

There was nothing about the 
Salt Bae clip, he added.

Lam denied the charges and 
said he had only “expressed 
his personal viewpoint and ex-
ercised his right to freedom of 
speech”.

He was also sentenced to four 
years probation.

Lam’s parody video came af-
ter To Lam, Vietnam’s minis-
ter of public security - whose 
agency monitors dissent and 
surveils activists - was filmed 
eating at Gokce’s luxury Nusr-
Et Steakhouse.

The restaurant serves up 
steaks wrapped in edible 
24-carat gold leaf, reportedly 
costing more than US$1,000, 
and the video sparked anger 
over the decadence on dis-
play while Vietnam struggled 
through the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

The outside of the Hermes luxury store on rue Grande-Chaussee

Peter Lam Bui

We are withdrawing 
units from Bakhmut 

today. We are handing 
over positions to the 
military, ammunition 

and everything. We 
pull back, we rest, we 

prepare and then we will 
get new tasks

WAGNER BOSS YEVGENY PRIGOZHIN

Now I can just do what 
I want -- when I decide 

to make a step the 
stimulation will kick 
in as soon as I think 

about it
GERT-JAN 

While organizers 
sought to highlight 

the event’s popularity 
-- the DeSantis camp 
said it had raised $1 
million online in one 
hour -- Biden’s team 
was quick to capital-
ize on the glitches, 
tweeting a link to a 

fundraising page and 
stating: “This link 

works.”

Russia subjected 
Ukraine to a campaign 

of aerial bombard-
ments on infrastruc-
ture including energy 
facilities during the 
winter months but 

these attacks recently 
diminished
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Two police, one woman killed 
in Japan gun and knife attack
AFP | Tokyo

A woman and two male po-
lice officers were killed in 

a shooting and stabbing attack 
at a farm in central Japan yes-
terday, police said.

A suspect, believed to be a 
farmer in his 30s, was holed up 
inside a building after the inci-
dent, which also left a fourth 
person injured, according to 
police and media reports.

The suspect’s mother es-
caped from the building where 
he was hiding, Kyodo News re-
ported late yesterday.

Authorities urged people to 
stay indoors in the semi-rural 
area around the city of Nakano 
in Nagano region, where the 
attack took place.

It was a rare instance of vio-
lent crime in Japan, which has 
a low murder rate and some of 
the world’s toughest gun laws.

Public broadcaster NHK and 
other major outlets said the 
woman was stabbed and the 
two police officers were shot in 
the afternoon attack.

The slain officers were iden-
tified as Yoshiki Tamai, 46, and 
Takuo Ikeuchi, 61, a Nagano 
police spokesman told AFP early 
Friday.

The deceased woman was 
believed to be in her 40s or 50s, 
the spokesman said.

Two women had escaped the 

house where the suspect was 
holed up, one at around 8:35 pm 
(1135 GMT) and the other soon 
after midnight, he added.

A witness told NHK he had 

been working at a farm nearby 
when “a woman came running 
from the road saying ‘help me’, 
and she fell down”.

“Behind her came a man 
wearing camouflage and car-
rying a large knife, who stabbed 
her in the back,” the 72-year-old 
witness said.

He said he called emergency 
services while neighbours tried 
to resuscitate the woman.

NHK, citing police, said the 
attacker then fired what ap-
peared to be a shotgun at the 
police officers who arrived at 
the scene.

The officers were inside a pa-
trol car and the attacker placed 
the weapon against a window 
of the vehicle and fired twice, 
NHK reported.

It was a rare instance 
of violent crime in 

Japan, which has a low 
murder rate and some 
of the world’s tough-

est gun laws
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The house where a suspect has barricaded himself with a hunting gun in 
Nakano City

Wagner Chief Yevgeny Prigozhin (L) with fighters in Bakhmut


