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HISTORY
Marshal Philippe Pétain, leader of 
France’s Vichy collaborationist re-
gime during World War II, arrested 
for treason

First modern container 
ship, the Ideal X, leaves 
Port Newark, New Jer-
sey for Houston, Texas

World’s worst nuclear disaster: 4th reac-
tor at Chernobyl nuclear power station in 
USSR explodes, 31 die, radioactive contam-
ination reaches much of Western Europe

Under international pressure, Syria 
withdraws the last of its 14,000 troop 

military garrison in Lebanon, ending its 29-
year military domination of that country.

I tried to grab my son 
but I got a blanket 
instead. The water 
took him from me

AMID DANDACH
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Congratulations to 
my friend @Em-

manuelMacron  on be-
ing re-elected as the 
President of France! I 
look forward to contin-
ue working together to 
deepen the India-France 
Strategic Partnership.

@narendramodi

Malaria is prevent-
able & treatable - 

yet it continues to claim 
the lives of more than 
600,000 people every 
year. On #WorldMalari-
aDay, I urge countries to 
step up investments and 
innovation to accelerate 
progress towards a ma-
laria-free future.

@BorisJohnson

Congratulations to @
EmmanuelMacron

 on your re-election as 
President of France. 

France is one of our clos-
est and most important al-
lies. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work together 
on the issues which mat-
ter most to our two coun-
tries and to the world. 

@BorisJohnson

Congratulations to 
@ E m m a n u e l Ma -

cron on his re-election. 
France is our oldest ally 
and a key partner in 
addressing global chal-
lenges. I look forward 
to our continued close 
cooperation — including 
on supporting Ukraine, 
defending democracy, 
and countering climate 
change.

@JoeBiden

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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509,691,132

6,243,826

462,583,933

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+215,582

+882

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

753,526 +109 9,079 +1 740,871 3,576

UAE 897,351 +215 2,302 880,145 14,904

Kuwait 631,294 2,555 627,899 840

Oman 389,074 +21 4,258 +1 384,172 644

Qatar 364,300 +113 677 362,776 847

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 82,662,748 1,018,335

2 India 43,060,086 522,223

3 Brazil 30,349,463 662,701

4 France 28,303,931 145,060

5 Germany 24,173,897 134,683

6 UK 21,933,206 173,352

7 Russia 18,144,788 375,061

8 S. Korea 16,929,564 22,243

9 Italy 16,161,339 162,781

10 Turkey 15,018,547 98,691

11 Spain 11,786,036 103,908

12 Vietnam 10,563,502 43,013

13 Argentina 9,060,923 128,344

14 Netherlands 8,040,607 22,227

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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News in brief 
 u Russia said yesterday it would 
investigate the cause of a large fire that 
erupted in the early hours of the morning at 
an oil storage facility in the city of Bryansk 
154 km (96 miles) northeast of the border 
with Ukraine. Unverified social media footage 
showed what sounded like two explosions 
followed by a tower of flames, with one 
unverified video showing a fire raging around 
a giant fuel reservoir. Russia’s Ministry of Emergency Situations said nobody 
had been hurt in the incident. The ministry said in a statement that the fire had 
broken out at a facility owned by oil pipeline company Transneft at 0200 Moscow 
time (2300 GMT), and that there had been no need to evacuate any parts of 
Bryansk, a city of 400,000 people.

u US 
President 
Joe Biden 
named veteran 
diplomat 
Bridget Brink 

as the new US ambassador to Ukraine, the White House said yesterday, moving 
to fill a crucial position that was vacant for nearly three years and at a time 
when Washington is ramping up its support to help Ukraine fend off a Russian 
invasion. Brink, who is currently serving as the US ambassador to Slovakia, has 
been a career diplomat for 25 years and has worked in Uzbekistan and Georgia as 
well as at several senior positions across the State Department and White House 
National Security Council. A Michigan native who speaks Russian, Brink’s “decades 
of experience make her uniquely suited for this moment in Ukraine’s history,” a 
State Department statement said.

u Iran and Saudi Arabia held a fifth round 
of “positive” talks in Baghdad last Thursday on 
normalising bilateral relations, Iran’s foreign ministry 
spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh confirmed yesterday. 
“The fifth round of talks between Saudi Arabia and Tehran 
were held in Iraq and the talks were progressive and positive,” Khatibzadeh told 
a televised weekly news conference. On Sunday, Iraq’s Foreign Minister Fouad 
Hussein said Baghdad would host a new round of talks. Khatibzadeh said “initial 
talks were underway between Tehran and Riyadh on sending 40,000 Iranian 
pilgrims to the haj in Mecca” this year.

u US President Joe Biden will visit Israel in the coming 
months following an invitation from Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett, Bennett’s office and the White House said on Sunday. The two leaders 
spoke on Sunday and Bennett briefed Biden on efforts “to stop the violence 
and incitement in Jerusalem,” Bennett’s office said in a statement, in reference 

to Israeli-Palestinian clashes at the holy city’s 
Al-Aqsa mosque. At least 57 Palestinians were 
injured in clashes with Israeli police within the 
mosque compound on Friday, raising concern of 
a repeat of last year’s war between Israel and the 
Hamas Islamists ruling Gaza. US officials have 
been engaged with Israelis, Palestinians and Arab 

representatives in the region amid the tensions. Biden “took note of ongoing 
efforts between Israeli and Palestinian officials to lower tensions and ensure a 
peaceful conclusion to the holy season of Ramadan” and affirmed “his unwavering 
support for Israel and its defense needs,” the White House said in its statement.

Biden names 
veteran career 
diplomat Brink as US 
ambassador to Ukraine

Iran confirms 
fifth round of talks 

held with Saudi

Biden to visit 
Israel in coming 
months after 
Bennett invitation

Russia 
investigates large 
oil depot fire 
in region near 

Ukraine

800m
US President Joe Biden 

pledged $800 million 
in more weaponry for 
Ukraine on Thursday 
and said he would ask 

Congress for more money 
to help bolster support

Russia warns US against sending more arms to Ukraine
• Russia warns 
West over arms 
supplies to Ukraine

• US pouring oil 
on fire of Ukraine 
conflict - ambassador

• US pledges more 
security aid

• Blinken, Austin 
visit Kyiv

Reuters | London

Russia told the United States 
to stop sending more arms 
to Ukraine, warning that 

large Western deliveries of weap-
ons were inflaming the conflict 
and would lead to more losses, 
Moscow’s ambassador to Wash-
ington said.

Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion of 
Ukraine has killed thousands of 
people, displaced millions more 
and raised fears of a wider con-
frontation between Russia and 
the United States - by far the 
world’s two biggest nuclear pow-
ers. The United States has ruled 
out sending its own or NATO forc-
es to Ukraine but Washington and 
its European allies have supplied 
weapons to Kyiv such as drones, 
Howitzer heavy artillery, anti-air-

craft Stinger and anti-tank Javelin 
missiles.

Anatoly Antonov, Russia’s am-
bassador to the United States, 
said such arms deliveries were 
aimed at weakening Russia but 
that they were escalating the con-
flict in Ukraine while undermin-
ing efforts to reach some sort of 
peace agreement.

“What the Americans are do-
ing is pouring oil on the flames,” 
Antonov told the Rossiya 24 TV 
channel. “I see only an attempt 
to raise the stakes, to aggravate 

the situation, to see more losses.”
Antonov, who has served as 

ambassador to Washington since 
2017, said an official diplomatic 
note had been sent to Washington 
expressing Russia’s concerns. No 
reply had been given, Antonov 
said. “We stressed the unaccepta-
bility of this situation when the 
United States of America pours 
weapons into Ukraine, and we de-
manded an end to this practice,” 
Antonov said. The interview was 
replayed on Russian state televi-
sion throughout Monday.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin visited Kyiv on Sun-
day.

They told Ukrainian President 
Volodomyr Zelenskiy of more 
than $322 million in new military 

financing for Ukraine, taking total 
US security assistance since the 
invasion to about $3.7 billion, a 
US official said. 

President Vladimir Putin says 
the “special military operation” in 
Ukraine is necessary because the 

United States was using Ukraine 
to threaten Russia and Moscow 
had to defend against the per-
secution of Russian-speaking 
people.

Putin, who says Ukraine and 
Russia are essentially one people, 

casts the war as an inevitable con-
frontation with the United States, 
which he accuses of threatening 
Russia by meddling in its back-
yard and enlarging the NATO mil-
itary alliance.

Ukraine says it is fighting an 

imperial-style land grab and 
that Putin’s claims of genocide 
are nonsense. Putin warned in 
February that there would be no 

winners in a conflict between 
NATO and Russia, which has the 
world’s biggest arsenal of nuclear 
warheads.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
attend a meeting with Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy

Russia says it will let civilians 
leave besieged steel plant
Reuters

Russia’s defence ministry said 
its troops would halt hostili-

ties to allow civilians to leave the 
besieged steel plant Azovstal in 
Ukraine’s port city of Mariupol 
from 1400 Moscow time (1100 
GMT) yesterday. 

The ministry said any civil-
ians trapped at the facility could 
leave in whichever direction 
they chose.

Service members of pro-Russian 
troops, including fighters of the 
Chechen special forces unit, stand in 
front of the destroyed administration 
building of Azovstal Iron and Steel 
Works

NATO warships arrive at Finnish 
port for training exercises

Reuters | Helsinki

Three NATO warships arrived 
in the southwestern Finnish 

port of of Turku yesterday to 
train with Finland's navy as Hel-
sinki considers the possibility of 
joining the US-led alliance amid 
increased tensions with Russia 
over Ukraine.

Latvian minelayer LVNS Vir-
saitis and minehunters Estonian 
ENS Sakala and Dutch HNLMS 
Schiedam will train with two 
minehunters from Finland's 
coastal fleet, the Finnish de-
fence forces said in a statement.

The two-day exercise, set to 
commence on April 28, will pre-
pare the Finnish ships to take 
part in NATO response forces in 
2022 and focus on "mine coun-
termeasures and working in a 

multinational framework", the 
statement said.

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna 
Marin said on April 13 that her 
country would take a decision 
in the next few weeks about 
whether to apply to join NATO, 
prompting an angry response 
from Russia. 

Finland and neighbouring 
Sweden are close partners with 
NATO but have shied away from 
joining the 30-member alliance, 
founded in 1949 to counter the 
Soviet Union during the Cold 
War.

Marin said the option to join 
NATO had to be carefully ana-
lysed but that everything had 
changed since Russian forces 
invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24. 
Finland shares a 1,300-km 
(810-mile) land border with  
Russia.

Three NATO warships from the Standing Nato Mine Countermeasures Group 1 
(SNMCMG1 group), EML Sakala from Estonia, Dutch HNLMS Schiedam and the 
flagship LVNS Virsaitis from Latvia, arrive to a harbour, to train with Finland’s 
coastal fleet, in the Finnish southwestern coastal city of Turku, Finland

US to reopen Kyiv embassy soon, says Russia has failed in war aims

• Washington pledges 
$713 mln in military aid

• Russia demands 
Washington stop 
sending arms

• US diplomats to 
return to Ukraine 
in sign of support

• Huge fire hits Russian 
fuel depot near border

Reuters | Kyiv

The United States will reo-
pen its embassy in Ukraine 

soon, Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said yesterday after he 
and Defence Secretary Lloyd 
Austin visited Kyiv, promising 
more military aid and hailing the 
fight against Russia's invasion.

Both men said the fact they 
were able to come to Kyiv was 
proof of Ukraine's tenacity in 
forcing Moscow to abandon an 
assault on the capital last month.

"What you've done in repelling 
the Russians in the battle of Kyiv 
is extraordinary and inspiring 
quite frankly to the rest of the 
world," Austin told President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskiy at a meeting 
overnight after a train journey 
from Poland. "We are here to 
support you in any way possible."

Said Blinken: "The reason 

we're back is because of you, 
because of the extraordinary 
courage, leadership and success 
that you've had in pushing back 
this horrific Russian aggression."

The meeting between the US 
delegation and Ukraine's leaders 
ran for three hours, more than 
double the allotted time, a US 
official said.

"In terms of Russia’s war aims, 
Russia has already failed and 
Ukraine has already succeeded," 
Blinken told a briefing in Poland 
after returning.

US officials said Austin and 
Blinken pledged new assistance 
worth $713 million for Zelen-
skiy's government and other 
countries in the region. An ex-
tra $322 million in military aid 
for Ukraine would take the total 
U.S. security assistance since the 

invasion to about $3.7 billion, 
one official said.

"It will provide support for 
capabilities Ukraine needs, es-
pecially the fight in the Don-
bas," the official said. It would 
also help Ukraine's armed forc-
es transition to more advanced 
weapons and air defense systems 
that were essentially NATO com-
patible, the official added. 

Today, the nearest Russian 
troops are hundreds of miles 
away, normal life is returning to 
the capital, Western leaders have 
been visiting and countries are 
reopening their embassies.

Blinken said US diplomats 
would first return to Lviv and 
should be back in Kyiv within 
weeks. The White House an-
nounced President Joe Biden 
had nominated Bridget Brink, 

now US ambassador in Slovakia, 
to be the new envoy to Kyiv.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said Moscow had thwart-
ed an attempt to assassinate a 
high profile Russian journalist 
by Ukrainian agents backed by 
the West. The FSB security ser-
vice said it had arrested a group 
planning to kill Vladimir Solovy-
ov, host of a talk show on Russia's 
main state television station and 
one of the most prominent voic-
es in support of the invasion.  

In a daily update on the con-
flict, Britain's defence ministry 
said Russia had made only minor 
advances in parts of Donbas.

"Without sufficient logistical 
and combat support enablers in 
place, Russia has yet to achieve 
a significant breakthrough," it 
said.

The relative calm in Kyiv is a 
contrast with the south and east 
of the country, where the war 
grinds on relentlessly.

Some 320 km (200 miles) 
southeast of Kyiv, Russian mis-
sile strikes on an oil refinery 
and power plant in Kremenchuk 
killed one person and wounded 
seven, the governor of the Pol-
tava region said. Moscow said 
it had destroyed oil production 
facilities.

Russia also fired rockets at two 
towns in the central Vinnytsia 
region, causing an unspecified 
number of deaths and injuries, 
regional Governor Serhiy Borzov 
reported.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy poses for a picture with U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken and US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin

Funerals held in Tripoli after shipwreck, dozens still missing

• A seventh body 
was found yesterday 
morning

Reuters | Tripoli, Lebanon

The families of migrants 
killed who died when their 

vessel capsized Lebanon’s 
northern coast held funerals 
in the port city of Tripoli yes-
terday while rescue efforts 
continued to find dozens still  
missing.

A dinghy carrying Lebanese, 
Syrian and Palestinian migrants 
sank late on Saturday off the 
coast near Tripoli when naval 
forces collided with the vessel 
as the smuggler tried to evade 
capture.

The United Nations’ refugee 
agency (UNHCR) estimates the 
dinghy was carrying 80 people 
at the time it capsized. The au-
thorities say 47 people were res-
cued, leaving around two dozen 
unaccounted for.

A seventh body was found 
yesterday morning, the head of 
the Tripoli port authority told 
Reuters.

In Tripoli’s Bab al-Tebbaneh 

neighbourhood, large crowds 
gathered for funeral processions 
of the victims, including a boy 

and a young man from the Dan-
dachi family who buried their 
loved ones while desperate to 
hear the fate of another eight 
still missing, among them chil-
dren.

Amid Dandachi, 38, said he 
and his wife had barely survived 
the shipwreck. Their children 
likely hadn’t.

“I tried to grab my son but I 
got a blanket instead. The water 
took him from me,” he told Reu-
ters, his eyes red from crying.

His brother Bilal was also still 

waiting to know what happened 
to his two children and wife, 
whose bodies he suspects are 
trapped in the sunken dinghy.

In the same neighborhood, 
another funeral was being held 
for two more victims of the dis-
aster - a young girl and a woman 
from the Sammak family. Men 
on foot and atop motorcycles 
fired rifles in the air in mourn-
ing as they accompanied the 
bodies to the cemetery.

In a press conference on Sun-
day, the army said naval forces 
had collided with the dinghy as 
the smuggler in charge tried to 
evade the military. It previously 
said the boat had left the coast 
of Lebanon illegally.

Breaking down into tears, Bi-
lal Dandachi said Lebanon’s na-
val forces had not done enough 
to rescue those drowning.

“I only have one request from 
the army command - a transpar-
ent investigation. It’s the right of 
my children and the children of 
my brother and the children of 
all these people,” he said.

In addition to the sunken din-
ghy, three boats carrying a total 
of 64 migrants had departed 
Lebanon this year, of which two 
were intercepted, according to 
UNHCR.

People stand near stretchers that are prepared for dead bodies after a boat 
capsized off the Lebanese coast of Tripoli overnight, at port of Tripoli, northern 
Lebanon

Israel’s Strauss recalls 
chocolate after 
salmonella found
Reuters | Jerusalem

Israeli foodmaker Strauss Group 
said yesterday it was recalling 

more than a dozen types of Elite 
brand chocolate after a routine in-
spection at its plant in northern 
Israel found traces of salmonella.

Strauss disclosed in a regulatory 
filing the discovery of the bacte-
rium, which can cause intestinal 
disease.

Strauss recalled products made 
after Feb. 20 and the Nazareth-ar-
ea plant has been shut to find the 
source of the problem, the company 
said, adding it was coordinating 
with Israel’s Health Ministry.

The company said it was not 
aware of any customer contracting 
salmonella from one of its products.

It said that while it was not yet 
able to assess the impact of the 
recall and plant shutdown on its 
financial results, it may have a ma-
terial effect on 2022 profits.

Earlier this month, Belgian 
health authorities ordered Ital-
ian confectionary group Ferrero 
to suspend production at its plant 
in Belgium, after an investigation 
into dozens of cases of salmonella 
linked to the company’s Kinder 
chocolates.

Panic buying in Beijing stores amid COVID lockdown fears
Reuters | Beijing/Shanghai

A mass COVID-19 testing or-
der in Beijing’s biggest dis-

trict prompted residents in the 
Chinese capital to stock up on 
groceries, fearing they could be 
destined for a lockdown simi-
lar to that of Shanghai, which 
entered a fourth week of bitter 
isolation.

Authorities in Chaoyang, 
home to 3.45 million people, 
late on Sunday ordered those 
who live and work there to be 
tested three times this week as 
Beijing warned the virus had 
“stealthily” spread for about a 
week before being detected.

Knowing how Shanghai 
residents struggled to source 
food and other essentials while 
locked indoors, shoppers in Bei-
jing crowded stores and online 
platforms to stock up on vegeta-
bles, fresh meat, instant noodles 
and toilet paper.

A 63-year-old Chaoyang res-
ident surnamed Di bought two 
bags of vegetables - enough for 
8-10 days, he said - just in case 
his building is added to more 
than a dozen put under lock-
down.

“Shanghai was a lesson,” he 
said, adding that he doesn’t be-
lieve Beijing will suffer the same 

fate.
In the financial hub, the lack 

of enough couriers to make de-
liveries to homes has been the 
main supply bottleneck, fuelling 
widespread anxiety and anger. 
read more

In Beijing,  supermarket 
chains including Carrefour and 
Wumart said they had more 
than doubled inventories, while 
Meituan’s (3690.HK) grocery-fo-
cused e-commerce platform in-
creased stocks and the number 
of staff for sorting and delivery, 
state-backed Beijing Daily re-
ported.

Research by Gavekal Drag-
onomics published on Friday 
estimated that out of China’s top 
100 cities by economic output, 
57 had “relatively tough” COV-
ID-19 restrictions in place last 
week, down from 66 the week 
before.

Beijing’s case load is small 
compared with those globally 
and the hundreds of thousands 
in Shanghai. Most Chaoyang 
schools, stores and offices re-
mained open.

The district is home to many 
wealthy residents, most foreign 
embassies as well as entertain-

ment venues and corporate 
headquarters. It has little man-
ufacturing.

In Shanghai, draconian re-
strictions were still enforced 
widely across the city, but of-
ficials raised hopes of some 
respite by saying they would 
look into reserving the harshest 
curbs for smaller areas around 
confirmed cases.

“Every compound, every gate, 
every door must be strictly man-
aged,” Qi Keping, vice-head of 
Shanghai’s northeastern com-
mercial district of Yangpu, told 
a daily news conference, de-
scribing the new, more targeted 
approach, and saying it would 
“better achieve differentiated 
prevention”.

Over the weekend, authorities 
sealed off entrances of many 
public housing blocks and even 
entire streets with two-metre-
tall green wire mesh fences, 
with videos online showing 
residents protesting from their 
balconies as frustration reached 
new heights among the city’s 25 
million residents.

Police in hazmat suits have 
been patrolling the streets, 
setting up road blocks and 
asking pedestr ians  to  go  
home.

A staff member takes notes of goods at a half empty freezer for fruits at a 
supermarket in Beijing


