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‘Efforts to uncover buried
rich treasures in full pace’

Excavations continue to offer archaeological and anthropological materials and data

Artefacts reflect
richness of Bahrain
civilisational heritage

staff Reporter
TDT | Manama

est efforts are on to un-
B cover the archaeological

treasures buried, arte-
facts that reflect the richness of
Bahrain’s civilisational heritage
and the prosperity of its people
throughout the ages, according
to Bahrain Authority for Culture
and Antiquities (BACA) officials.

Since 2017, the French Ar-
chaeological Mission in Bahrain
has been engaged in a research
project at Abu Saiba, a major ne-
cropolis from the Tylos archaeo-
logical period of the island.

The site of Abu Saiba is a hill
tomb dating back to the Middle
Tylos period (50 BC-150 AD),
with a maximum diameter of
70 metres, and a height of 4 to
4.5 metres. Indeed, since 2017
until today, about a third of the
total area of the mound has been
uncovered, and 93 burials have
been identified.

During this year 2022, 23 new
tombs were discovered, while 11
were completely excavated, and
out of these 11 burials that were
excavated, three were intact, the
others were deliberately looted
and robbed, most likely in an-
tiquity, though they still yield
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The site of Abu Saiba is a hill tomb dating back to the Middle Tylos period

sometimes interesting archae-
ological and anthropological
materials and data.

Julien Cuny, Head of the
French Archaeological Mission
Team, earlier asserted that the
main goals and objectives of ex-
cavation at the Abu Saiba site is
to study the material culture of
the people of Bahrain during the
Tylos period, looking for accu-
rate information on chronology,
the different materials and man-
ufacturing process, funerary rit-
uals, and trade relations.

During this year, Julien added,
an interesting intact tomb was
excavated. The body was laid on
its back in a built burial chamber
covered with stone slabs. “The
burial chamber was not filled
with sediment, as is usually the
case when tombs are looted. The
skeleton was well preserved and
in good conservation conditions.
The dead is a male over 50 years
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“Many details are
not known about
the story of the
dice’s origin, but it is
considered the first
dice discovered in
Bahrain. It was part
of a game or ritual of
fortune-tellers.”

- DR SALMAN AL MAHARI, DIRECTOR
OF ANTIQUITIES AND MUSEUMS

old, who was buried with few
things: only a bowl placed in
his right hand and parts of an
animal, possibly a chicken, as an
afterlife offering.”

A pair of ancient dice, consid-
ered to be the first ever found in
the county and probably used
for gaming or fortune telling rit-

uals, was also discovered during
the excavation at the archaeo-
logical site of Abu Saiba.

“Many details are not known
about the story of the dice’s ori-
gin, but it is considered the first
dice discovered in Bahrain. It
was part of a game or ritual of
fortune-tellers,” Dr Salman Al
Mabhari, Director of Antiqui-
ties and Museums, had told Al
Arabiya TV.

“What looks like a hill cem-
etery was found dating back to
the middle Tylos period (50 BC
to 150 AD), with a maximum
diameter of 70 metres, and a
height between 4 and 4.5 me-
tres,” Mr Al Mahari said.

In 2019, the Unesco World
Heritage Committee voted to add
Bahrain’s Dilmun Burial Mounds
to the World Heritage List.

The landmark comprises 21 ar-
chaeological sites, in the western
part of the island. They were built

between 2050 BC and 1750 BC.

It provides evidence of the
Early Dilmun civilisation, in
about the second millennium
BC, when Bahrain became a
trade hub.

Last month, archaeologists
discovered a 4,500-year-old
highway network in Saudi Ara-
bia lined with well-preserved
ancient tombs.

Researchers from the Univer-
sity of Western Australia have
carried out a wide-ranging in-
vestigation over the past year, in-
volving aerial surveys conducted
by helicopter, ground survey and
excavation and examination of
satellite imagery.

In findings published, the re-
searchers said the “funerary av-
enues” spanning large distances
in the northwestern Arabian
counties of Al ‘Ula and Khaybar
had received little examination
until quite recently.

Bahrain Red Crescent Society holds annual Ramadan meeting
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The Bahrain Red Crescent
Society held its annual Ram-
adan meeting at its headquarters
in the diplomatic area, under
the patronage of its chairman,
Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh
Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa,
in the presence of several board
members and executive man-
agement, as well as about 100 of
its members.

Mr Ali Mohammed Murad
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Deputy Chairman of the Socie. Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah at the event

ty, delivered a speech in which
he thanked Shaikh Khalid bin
Abdullah for his support, which
enabled it to continue its suc-
cesses and promote relief and
humanitarian work both inside

and outside Bahrain.

He also extended thanks to the
members of the Society’s Board
of Directors and the General Ad-
ministration, represented by Mr
Mubarak Al-Haddi, as well as all

other affiliates and volunteers,
while emphasising the Society’s
eagerness to strengthen partner-
ships with various governmental
and private organizations and
donors in order to carry out its

ambitious initiatives.

Several members and volun-
tary organisations were honoured
during the meeting for their ef-
forts and support of the Society,
notably during the pandemic, as

well as their distribution of aid
to needy families in various parts
of Bahrain. A video was also dis-
played, showcasing the activities
and programs of the Society’s dif-
ferent volunteer committees.

Bahraini training
to approve
foreigner
employment
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ivil Service Bureau

(csB) has required
the training of Bahraini
employees to approve the
employment contracts of
non-Bahrainis as an essen-
tial part of their duties and
responsibilities.

The bureau said the rule
applies to professions in
rare specialties in govern-
ment entities.

The majority of such
professions occupied by
non-Bahraini employees
fall within the health sector,
educational sector, higher
education institutions and
some other specialisations.

The csB said that the
implementation of the in-
struction refers to each
government organisation
independently, due to their
ability to assess their need
to fill vacancies and the
possibility of developing a
training mechanism that
enables the replacement
of foreigners with Bahraini
employees according to the
necessary qualifications and
experience.

Philippine
Embassy Head of
Mission graces
PTAB event
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he new Head of Mis-

sion of the Philippine
Embassy, Charge d’ Affair-
es, ad interim, Anne Jalan-
do-on Louis, attended the
oath-taking and turnover
ceremony of the Philippine
Teachers Association-Bah-
rain (PTAB) on 22 April at
the Unitag House in Ma-
nama.

Louis inducted into of-
fice PTAB’s newly-elected
Executive Committee for
the year 2022-2023 and also
delivered an inspirational
message.

In her message, she com-
mended the officers and
members of PTAB for their
spirit of volunteerism and
dedication in promoting the
interests of its members,
including advancing their
knowledge and skills as ed-
ucators.

As a former clinical in-
structor herself, the Charge
d’ Affaires conveyed her af-
finity with the teaching pro-
fession and expressed her
joy over meeting the group
of Filipino teachers.
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Over 1,000 people took part in the Grand Iftar held at Manama Central Market yesterday. Dignitaries, leading officials and eminent personalities were present at the event, which was attended by workers and traders at the market.



