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The meeting was
Kim’s first one-on-
one talks after Hanoi
summit with Trump

® Focus will be on the
fate 0f10,000 North
Korean labourers
working in Russia

AFP | Vladivostok, Russia

ussia’s Vladimir Putin and
RNorth Korea’s Kim Jong

Un met face-to-face for
the first time yesterday, vowing
to seek closer ties as they look to
counter US influence.

The summit in Russia’s Far
Eastern city of Vladivostok came
with Kim locked in a nuclear
stand-off with Washington and
Putin keen to put Moscow for-
ward as a player in another glob-
al flashpoint.

The two leaders shook hands
and shared smiles before head-
ing into one-on-one talks that
lasted nearly two hours, longer
than expected, on an island off
the Pacific coast city.

In brief statements before
their meeting, both men said
they were looking to strengthen
ties that date back to the Soviet
Union’s support for the founder
of North Korea, Kim’s grandfa-
ther Kim I1 Sung.

Kim said he hoped to turn
the modern relationship with
Moscow into a “more stable and
sound one” while Putin said the
visit would give a boost to diplo-
matic and economic ties.

As the talks expanded to
include other officials, Kim
thanked Putin for “a very good”
meeting.

“We have just had a very
meaningful exchange of views
on issues of mutual interest,”
he said.

Putin said the talks had been
“rather detailed” but neither
leader said much about their
substance.

The meeting was Kim’s first
one-on-one talks with another
head of state since returning
from his Hanoi summit with US
President Donald Trump, which
broke down without a deal on
North Korea’s nuclear arsenal
in February.
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key exports and sources of cash.
Pyongyang has reportedly asked
Russia to continue to employ its
workers after the deadline.

Kim, whose government has
told the United Nations it is fac-
ing food shortfalls this year, will
also be keen to see Moscow con-
tinue or boost its aid.

Russia has provided some $25
million in food aid to North Ko-
rea in recent years, according
to the Kremlin. One delivery
in March saw more than 2,000
tonnes of wheat supplied to the
port of Chongjin, news agency
TASS reported.

For Putin, the summit is a
chance to push Russia’s agen-
da of opposing US international
influence.

In an interview with China’s
official People’s Daily published
on Thursday, Putin lashed out at
“countries claiming sole global
leadership”.

“They carelessly trample

onthenorms andprinciples ofin-

ternational law, resort to black-
mail, sanctions and pressure,
and try to force their values
and dubious ideals on entire
countries and populations,” said
Putin, who is heading to Chi-
na after the talks for another
summit.

The Vladivostok meeting fol-
lows repeated invitations from

Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
greet members of the delegations prior to their talks at the Far Eastern
Federal University campus on Russky island in the far-eastern Russian port of
Vladivostok

North Korean labourers

Among the issues likely to be
on the table was the fate of some
10,000 North Korean labourers
working in Russia and due to
leave by the end of this year un-
der sanctions.

Labour is one of North Korea’s

Putin after Kim embarked on a
series of diplomatic overtures
last year.

Since March 2018, the former-
ly reclusive North Korean leader
has held four meetings with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, three
with South Korea’s Moon Jae-in,

Soviet-era allies

also held in Vladivostok.

m, Putin vow closer ties
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mssia has already called for the sanctions to be eased, while the US has accused it of trying to
elp Pyongyang evade some of the measures -- accusations Russia denies.

Moscow was a crucial backer of Pyongyang for decades and their ties go back to the founding of
North Korea, when the Soviet Union installed Kim Il Sung as leader.

The USSR reduced funding to the North as it began to seek reconciliation with Seoul in the 1980s,
but Pyongyang was hit hard by its demise in 1991.

Soon after his first election as Russian president, Putin sought to normalise relations and met
Kim Jong Il -- the current leader’s father and predecessor -- three times, including a 2002 meeting

China has since cemented its role as the isolated North’s most important ally, its largest trading
partner and crucial fuel supplier, and analysts say Kim could be looking to balance Beijing’s influence.
While ties between Moscow and Pyongyang have remained cordial, the last meeting between
their leaders came in 2011, when Kim Jong Il told then-president Dmitry Medvedev that he was
prepared to renounce nuclear testing.

His son has since overseen by far the country’s most powerful blast to date, and launch of missiles
which Pyongyang says are capable of reaching the entire US mainland.

two with Trump and one with
Vietnam’s president.

At the meeting with Trump
in Hanoi, the cash-strapped
North demanded immediate
relief from sanctions, but the
talks broke up in disagree-
ment over what Pyongyang

was prepared to give up in
return.

North Korea last week
launched a blistering attack
on US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, insisting he be removed
from the negotiations just hours
after announcing it had carried

out a new weapons test.

Pompeo said on Wednesday
he expected “bumpy” talks
ahead with Pyongyang but that
he still hoped to reach a poten-
tially landmark denuclearisation
deal.

Three-year-old boy ‘abandoned’ at US-Mexico border

Washington, United States

Sborder patrol agents found
Ua crying three-year-old boy
in a Texas cornfield on Tues-
day with his name and a phone
number written on his shoes,
the US Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) agency said
Wednesday.

The boy was “abandoned” by
a group of suspected illegal im-
migrants who had crossed into
the United States from Mexico
near Brownsville, Texas, the CBP
said. “As agents attempted to in-
tercept the group, the suspected
illegal aliens scattered in the
overgrown field,” the CBP said
in a statement.

The boy, who was “alone and
crying,” was discovered during
a search of the field and taken
to alocal hospital, where he was
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A Guatemalan boy plays soccer next to portable toilets at the Casa del
Refugiado, or The House of Refugee, a new centre opened by the Annunciation
House to help the large flow of migrants being released by the United States
Border Patrol and Immigration and Customs Enforcement in EI Paso, Texas

found to be in good condition, it
said. Efforts to locate his family
have so far been unsuccessful.

He is being taken care of at a
centralized processing center
and will be turned over to the

custody of the Department of
Health and Human Services,
the CBP said.

According to the CBP, bor-
der patrol agents apprehended
92,607 people along the south-

| west border in March, up from

66,884 in February.

Among those apprehended in
March were 8,975 unaccompa-
nied children.

President Donald Trump said
Wednesday that the United
States would send armed sol-
diers to the southern border
after Mexican soldiers recently
“pulled guns” on US troops, es-
calating his war of words with
Mexico on immigration.

Trump also said on Twitter
that “a very big Caravan of over
20,000 people” is making its
way through Mexico toward the
United States.

Instagram account reactivated,

says Syria presidency

Damascus, Syria

he Syrian presidency

said Wednesday it had
regained access to its of-
ficial Instagram account a
day after it was apparently
blocked.

In a statement posted on
social networks including
Instagram, the presidency
said the account was “reacti-
vated”, but complained that
“other national accounts”
were still suspended without
specifying the dates they were
closed.

The presidency said Tues-
day the move came without
“prior warning or a logical jus-
tification”.

YouTube had previously
blocked the presidency’s chan-

nel several times, it said.

The “deliberate” decision
to close-down official govern-
ment channels and accounts
on social media networks is
part of a “growing siege” im-
posed on Syria since the start
of the country’s war in 2011,
the presidency said.

It said it believed further
measures may follow as part
of a so-called “soft war” being
waged on the country, now
that “the military conflict is
receding”.

Instagram did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for
comment, but a spokesman
said last week that compliance
with US sanctions prompted
the application to block the
accounts of several Iranian
Revolutionary Guards.



