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Investigators are still 
piecing information 
together about the 

attack and those 
involved, with Wijew-

ardene revealing 
Wednesday that one 
attacker had stud-
ied in Britain and 
did post-graduate 

studies in Australia 
before returning to 

Sri Lanka

KNOW WHAT

Sri Lanka churches halt public services
The president has asked the police chief and top defence ministry bureaucrat to step down

• FBI team is now 
in Sri Lanka

• In all, nine people 
are believed to have 
blown themselves up

• Sri Lanka’s top 
defence official Hemasiri 
Fernando resigned

• Authorities also 
announced a ban 
on drone flights

AFP | Colombo, Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka’s Catholic church-
es suspended all public ser-
vices over security fears 

yesterday, as thousands of troops 
joined the hunt for suspects in 
deadly Easter bombings that 
killed nearly 360 people.

Security forces also made 
fresh arrests overnight over the 
attacks, as the government faced 
pressure over its failure to act 
on intelligence warnings about 
possible bombings.

Recriminations have flown 
since suicide bombers blew 
themselves up in luxury hotels 
and churches packed with East-
er worshippers on Sunday.

Overnight, security forces us-
ing newly granted powers under 
the country’s state of emergen-
cy arrested 16 more suspects in 
connection with the attacks.

Police have so far arrested 
75 people but tensions remain 
high with several suspects un-
accounted for.

A senior Catholic priest said 
that all public services were be-
ing suspended and all churches 
closed “on the advice of security 
forces”. Private services for bur-
ials will still be carried out, but 
no public masses are scheduled.

Brigadier Sumith Atapattu 
said the army had increased its 
deployment by 1,300 to 6,300 
overnight, with the navy and air-
force also deploying 2,000 more 
personnel. Authorities also an-
nounced a ban on drone flights 
and suspended licences issued 
to commercial operators with 
immediate effect.

 Defence official resigns 
Sri Lanka’s government has 

come under increasing pressure 
over the revelation it failed to act 
on intelligence about planned 
attacks, which claimed nearly 
360 lives, and Hemasiri Fernan-
do had been widely expected to 
step down.

A defence ministry official 
said Fernando had submitted a 
letter of resignation to head-of-
state Maithripala Sirisena.

“He told the president that he 
was accepting responsibility and 
resigning so that the president 
can make a new appointment,” 
the official said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity.

Indian intelligence shared 
several specific warnings about 
attacks with Sri Lankan author-
ities, an Indian source said, but 
the information was not given to 
ministers, in what the govern-
ment has called a “major” lapse.

Authorities are now in a des-
perate hunt for suspects linked 
to the attacks, and police yes-
terday released the names and 
photos of three men and three 
women they want to question..

“Most of them are well-ed-
ucated and come from middle, 
upper-middle class families, so 
they are financially quite inde-
pendent and their families are 
quite stable financially, that is 
a worrying factor in this,” the 
minister added.

Security forces using state 
of emergency powers arrest-
ed 16 more suspects over-
n i g h t ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  t o t a l 
 in custody to 74.

Sirisena met with politi-
cal party leaders on Thursday 
and announced he would re-
vive a military-police body last 
used during the country’s fight 
against Tamil insurgents to co-
ordinate operations after the 
bombings.

 Key suspect
An FBI team is now in Sri Lan-

ka, Wijewardene said, and Brit-
ain, Australia and the United 
Arab Emirates have also offered 
intelligence help.

Experts say the bombings bear 
many of the hallmarks of IS at-
tacks, and the government has 
suggested local militants could 
not have acted alone.

But it has not yet official-

ly confirmed any IS role in the 
blasts.

A key suspect in the attacks 
also remains unaccounted for: 
NTJ leader Zahran Hashim.

He appears to be among eight 
people seen in a video released 
Tuesday by IS after it claimed the 
attacks, seen leading a pledge of 
allegiance to IS chief Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi.

Officials said it was still 
u n c l e a r  w h e t h e r  Ha s h i m 
was among the suicide at-
tackers or had escaped after 
 the blasts.

Authorities have said they 
cannot rule out further attacks 
while suspects remain at large.

In all, nine people are believed 
to have blown themselves up on 
Sunday, either during attacks or 

when police attempted to arrest 
them.

Sri Lankan police sources have 

said that two Muslim brothers, 
sons of a wealthy Colombo spice 
trader, blew themselves up at the 
Shangri-La and the Cinnamon 
Grand hotels.

Their father is now in custody.
The Kingsbury hotel in the 

capital was the last one hit. A 
fourth planned attack on a ho-
tel failed, authorities said. The 
would-be attacker was followed 
back to a Colombo lodge, where 
he blew himself up, killing two 
people.

Sources close to the investi-
gation said two more people -- a 
man and a woman -- blew them-
selves up at another location as 
security forces launched a raid. 
Those blasts killed three police.

Dozens of foreigners were 
among the victims of the blasts, 
including three children of a 
Danish billionaire, eight Britons, 
10 Indians and four Americans.

The United Nations said at 
least 45 children, Sri Lankans 
and foreigners, were among the 
dead.

Anusha Kumari 43, wife of a St Sebastian’s Church suicide blast victim Dulip 
Appuhami, 46, reacts as she cries in her house in Negombo

Buddhist devotees pray for the bomb blast victims at Kelaiya temple in Colombo

Relatives carry the coffin of a bomb blast victim for a burial ceremony at a 
cemetery in Negombo on April 24, 2019, three days after a series of suicide 
attacks targeting churches and luxury hotels in Sri Lanka.

Professional gambler raking in the cash on ‘Jeopardy!’
New York, United States 

A professional gambler with 
nerves of steel and an ency-

clopedic mind has just surpassed 
the $1 million mark in earnings 
on the popular US television quiz 
show “Jeopardy!” -- in lightning 
quick fashion.

James Holzhauer, 34, is only 
the second contestant in the 
show’s decades-long history to 
pass that mark in regular season 
play, after the legendary Ken 
Jennings. Well, legendary for the 
show’s avid fans.

While it took Jennings, a com-
puter scientist from Utah, 74 
episodes to amass his fortune, 
Holzhauer has earned $1.06 mil-
lion in just 14 appearances.

The gambler with the wide 
grin is now aiming to best the 
$2.52 million in prize money 
set by Jennings during his long 
string of victories in 2004.

“This is absolutely insane,” 

Jennings said on Twitter of the 
success of Holzhauer, who has 
repeatedly broken his own re-
cord for the most money won 
on a single night -- it currently 
stands at $131,127.

ESPN is covering Holzhauer’s 
episodes on its Chalk betting 
section. Rock bands are tweeting 
at him when he answers ques-
tions about them.

“Dream job: pro sports bet-
tor and Jeopardy contestant,” 
Holzhauer tweeted.

 How does he do it?
“Jeopardy!” is one of the old-

est television quiz shows in the 
United States, dating back ini-
tially to 1964, and to 1984 in its 
current format with host Alex 
Trebek.

It is a testament to the show’s 
beloved nature that when Tre-
bek recently announced he was 
battling cancer, the news trend-

ed on Twitter.
Every night, three contestants 

are presented with trivia ques-
tions in various categories and 

asked to come up with the an-
swer -- in the form of a question.

A recent example: “Rulers of 
this Empire included Darius I 
and his son Xerxes I.”

Holzhauer’s correct answer: 
“What is Persia?”

A monetary value is attached 
to each question, and the first 
contestant to press a buzzer gets 
to answer.

Ho l z h a u e r  h a s  p r o v e d 
t o  b e  s u p e r  f a s t  o n  t h e  
buzzer.

But more importantly, in 
racking up the wins, he has also 
employed a novel -- but risky 
-- strategy befitting his day job 
in Vegas.

He frequently zeroes in on 
the high-value questions first to 
quickly amass money, and then 
unhesitatingly bets big -- really 
big -- on his ability to offer the 
correct answer when he lands on 
a special Daily Double question. 

Explaining his success to 
ESPN, Holzhauer said: “There’s 
not a lot of professional gam-
blers out there.

“Even if people wanted to be, I 
don’t think a lot have the mind-
set that ‘Oh, I can just put in 
$10,000 and if I lose, OK, I move 
on with my game and keep play-
ing the rest of the game with a 
level head.”

Holzhauer’s remarkable run 
has earned him legions of ad-
mirers -- including Jennings, the 
man whose record he is threat-
ening to break.

“I’ve always wanted to see 
someone try Jeopardy! wager-
ing this way who had the skills to 
back it up,” Jennings said.

“I don’t feel I get enough 
credit for making small, sen-
sible Jeopardy wagers, which 
helped the show with its prize 
budget,” he quipped in another  
tweet.

‘Jeopardy’ winner James Holzhauer
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We have just had 
a very meaningful 
exchange of views 

on issues of mutual 
interest

KIM JONG UN

Kim, Putin vow closer ties
• The meeting was 
Kim’s first one-on-
one talks after Hanoi 
summit with Trump

• Focus will be on the 
fate of 10,000 North 
Korean labourers 
working in Russia

AFP | Vladivostok, Russia

Russia’s Vladimir Putin and 
North Korea’s Kim Jong 
Un met face-to-face for 

the first time yesterday, vowing 
to seek closer ties as they look to 
counter US influence.

The summit in Russia’s Far 
Eastern city of Vladivostok came 
with Kim locked in a nuclear 
stand-off with Washington and 
Putin keen to put Moscow for-
ward as a player in another glob-
al flashpoint.

The two leaders shook hands 
and shared smiles before head-
ing into one-on-one talks that 
lasted nearly two hours, longer 
than expected, on an island off 
the Pacific coast city.

In brief statements before 
their meeting, both men said 
they were looking to strengthen 
ties that date back to the Soviet 
Union’s support for the founder 
of North Korea, Kim’s grandfa-
ther Kim Il Sung.

Kim said he hoped to turn 
the modern relationship with 
Moscow into a “more stable and 
sound one” while Putin said the 
visit would give a boost to diplo-
matic and economic ties.

As the talks expanded to 
include other officials, Kim 
thanked Putin for “a very good” 
meeting.

“We have just had a very 
meaningful exchange of views 
on issues of mutual interest,” 
he said. 

Putin said the talks had been 
“rather detailed” but neither 
leader said much about their 
substance.

The meeting was Kim’s first 
one-on-one talks with another 
head of state since returning 
from his Hanoi summit with US 
President Donald Trump, which 
broke down without a deal on 
North Korea’s nuclear arsenal 
in February.

North Korean labourers
Among the issues likely to be 

on the table was the fate of some 
10,000 North Korean labourers 
working in Russia and due to 
leave by the end of this year un-
der sanctions. 

Labour is one of North Korea’s 

key exports and sources of cash. 
Pyongyang has reportedly asked 
Russia to continue to employ its 
workers after the deadline.

Kim, whose government has 
told the United Nations it is fac-
ing food shortfalls this year, will 
also be keen to see Moscow con-
tinue or boost its aid.

Russia has provided some $25 
million in food aid to North Ko-
rea in recent years, according 
to the Kremlin. One delivery 
in March saw more than 2,000 
tonnes of wheat supplied to the 
port of Chongjin, news agency 
TASS reported.

For Putin, the summit is a 
chance to push Russia’s agen-
da of opposing US international 
influence.

In an interview with China’s 
official People’s Daily published 
on Thursday, Putin lashed out at 
“countries claiming sole global 
leadership”.

“They carelessly trample 
on the norms and principles of in-
ternational law, resort to black-
mail, sanctions and  pressure, 
and  try to  force their values 
and  dubious ideals on  entire 
countries and populations,” said 
Putin, who is heading to Chi-
na after the talks for another 
summit.

The Vladivostok meeting fol-
lows repeated invitations from 

Putin after Kim embarked on a 
series of diplomatic overtures 
last year.

Since March 2018, the former-
ly reclusive North Korean leader 
has held four meetings with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, three 
with South Korea’s Moon Jae-in, 

two with Trump and one with 
Vietnam’s president.

At the meeting with Trump 
in Hanoi, the cash-strapped 
North demanded immediate 
relief from sanctions, but the 
talks broke up in disagree-
ment over what Pyongyang 

was prepared to give up in  
return.

No r t h  Ko re a  l a st  we e k 
launched a blistering attack 
on US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, insisting he be removed 
from the negotiations just hours 
after announcing it had carried 

out a new weapons test.
Pompeo said on Wednesday 

he expected “bumpy” talks 
ahead with Pyongyang but that 
he still hoped to reach a poten-
tially landmark denuclearisation 
deal.

Soviet-era allies
Russia has already called for the sanctions to be eased, while the US has accused it of trying to 

help Pyongyang evade some of the measures -- accusations Russia denies.
Moscow was a crucial backer of Pyongyang for decades and their ties go back to the founding of 

North Korea, when the Soviet Union installed Kim Il Sung as leader.
The USSR reduced funding to the North as it began to seek reconciliation with Seoul in the 1980s, 

but Pyongyang was hit hard by its demise in 1991.
Soon after his first election as Russian president, Putin sought to normalise relations and met 

Kim Jong Il -- the current leader’s father and predecessor -- three times, including a 2002 meeting 
also held in Vladivostok.

China has since cemented its role as the isolated North’s most important ally, its largest trading 
partner and crucial fuel supplier, and analysts say Kim could be looking to balance Beijing’s influence.

While ties between Moscow and Pyongyang have remained cordial, the last meeting between 
their leaders came in 2011, when Kim Jong Il told then-president Dmitry Medvedev that he was 
prepared to renounce nuclear testing.

His son has since overseen by far the country’s most powerful blast to date, and launch of missiles 
which Pyongyang says are capable of reaching the entire US mainland.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
greet members of the delegations prior to their talks at the Far Eastern 
Federal University campus on Russky island in the far-eastern Russian port of 
Vladivostok

Three-year-old boy ‘abandoned’ at US-Mexico border
Washington, United States

US border patrol agents found 
a crying three-year-old boy 

in a Texas cornfield on Tues-
day with his name and a phone 
number written on his shoes, 
the US Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) agency said 
Wednesday.

The boy was “abandoned” by 
a group of suspected illegal im-
migrants who had crossed into 
the United States from Mexico 
near Brownsville, Texas, the CBP 
said. “As agents attempted to in-
tercept the group, the suspected 
illegal aliens scattered in the 
overgrown field,” the CBP said 
in a statement.

The boy, who was “alone and 
crying,” was discovered during 
a search of the field and taken 
to a local hospital, where he was 

found to be in good condition, it 
said. Efforts to locate his family 
have so far been unsuccessful.

He is being taken care of at a 
centralized processing center 
and will be turned over to the 

custody of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
the CBP said.

According to the CBP, bor-
der patrol agents apprehended 
92,607 people along the south-
west border in March, up from 
66,884 in February.

Among those apprehended in 
March were 8,975 unaccompa-
nied children.

President Donald Trump said 
Wednesday that the United 
States would send armed sol-
diers to the southern border 
after Mexican soldiers recently 
“pulled guns” on US troops, es-
calating his war of words with 
Mexico on immigration.

Trump also said on Twitter 
that “a very big Caravan of over 
20,000 people” is making its 
way through Mexico toward the 
United States.

A Guatemalan boy plays soccer next to portable toilets at the Casa del 
Refugiado, or The House of Refugee, a new centre opened by the Annunciation 
House to help the large flow of migrants being released by the United States 
Border Patrol and Immigration and Customs Enforcement in El Paso, Texas

Instagram account reactivated, 
says Syria presidency
Damascus, Syria

The Syrian presidency 
said Wednesday it had 

regained access to its of-
ficial Instagram account a 
day after it was apparently  
blocked.

In a statement posted on 
social networks including 
Instagram, the presidency 
said the account was “reacti-
vated”, but complained that 
“other national accounts” 
were still suspended without 
specifying the dates they were  
closed.

The presidency said Tues-
day the move came without 
“prior warning or a logical jus-
tification”.

YouTube had previously 
blocked the presidency’s chan-

nel several times, it said. 
The “deliberate” decision 

to close-down official govern-
ment channels and accounts 
on social media networks is 
part of a “growing siege” im-
posed on Syria since the start 
of the country’s war in 2011, 
the presidency said.

It said it believed further 
measures may follow as part 
of a so-called “soft war” being 
waged on the country, now 
that “the military conflict is 
receding”.

Instagram did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for 
comment, but a spokesman 
said last week that compliance 
with US sanctions prompted 
the application to block the 
accounts of several Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards.


