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Nine-year Liverpool
career ends

® Third in all-
time scorers list

Won multiple
major trophies

Form dipped
this season

AFP | Liverpool

ohamed Salah will
leave Premier League
champions Liverpool

at the end of the season, the
Egypt forward announced as he
started a farewell to what the
club said were nine “illustrious”
years at Anfield.

The 33-year-old arrived from
Roma in 2017 and has made
435 appearances for Liverpool
to date, scoring 255 goals to
be third on the club’s all-time
goalscorers chart behind Ian
Rush and Roger Hunt.

Salah has won four Premier
League Golden Boots and
starred for Liverpool in both
their 2019/20 and 2024/25 title
triumphs as well as lifting the
2019 Champions League trophy.

His Liverpool honours also
include a Club World Cup, UEFA
Super Cup, FA Cup and two
League Cups.

Salah has scored just five Pre-
mier League goals this season,
compared with 29 in last term’s
title-winning campaign.

His Anfield future became the
subject of intense speculation
after a dramatic bust-up with
Liverpool manager Arne Slot in
December.

He accused Liverpool of
throwing him “under the bus”
after he was benched for three
games in a row and said he had
no relationship with the Dutch
boss.

—

Liverpool’s Egyptian striker #11 Mohamed Salah celebrates with the Premier League trophy

‘The day has come’

Salah, in a video on social me-
dia featuring highlights of his
time with Liverpool, said: “Hello
everyone. Unfortunately, the day
has come.

“This is the first part of my
farewell. T will be leaving Liv-
erpool at the end of the season.

“I wanted to start by saying
that I never imagined how deep-
ly this club, this city, these peo-
ple would become part of my life.
Liverpool is not just a football
club.

“It’s a passion, it’s a history, it’s
a spirit. I can’t explain in words
to anyone not of this club.”

Salah, who in common with
many Liverpool players and
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goals have been scored by
Mohamed Salah during
his time at Anfield, placing
him third on the club’s all-
time list behind only Ian
Rush and Roger Hunt

staff was deeply affected by
the death of team-mate Diogo
Jota in a car crash in July, add-
ed: “We celebrated victory, we
won the most important tro-
phies and we fought together
through the hardest time in our
life.

“TI want to thank everyone who
was part of this club through-
out my time here, especially the
teammates past and present.

“And to the fans, I don’t have
enough words. The support you
showed me through the best
time of my career, and you stood
by me in the toughest times. It’s
something I will never forget
and something I will take with
me always.

“Leaving is never easy. You
gave me the best time of my life.
I will be always one of you. This
club will always be my home, to
me and to my family.

“Thank you for everything.
Because of all of you, I will never
walk alone,” insisted Salah in a
reference to the Liverpool fans’
anthem.

‘Illustrious’ Salah to leave

Liverpool at the end of the season

Egyptian forward confirmed exit following record-breaking career and recent managerial tensions
iy

Salah’s emotional
video referenced
teammate Diogo Jota’s
tragic death and end-
ed with “You’ll Never
Walk Alone,” promis-
ing fans he’d remain
“one of you” forever

‘Perfect send-off’

Salah’s agent, Ramy Abbas
Issa, posted on X: “We do not
know where Mohamed will play
next season. This also means
that no one else knows.”

Liverpool said on their web-
site: “Mohamed Salah is to bring
the curtain down on his illustri-
ous career with Liverpool at the
end of the 2025-26 season.

“The forward has reached an
agreement with the Reds that
will see him close a remarkable
nine-year chapter at Anfield.”

Salah was forced off at An-
field last week after scoring in
Liverpool’s 4-0 victory against
Galatasaray, which sealed their
place in the Champions League
quarter-finals.

Injury meant he missed fifth-
placed Liverpool’s 2-1 loss at
Brighton last weekend.

Former Liverpool defender
Jamie Carragher, in a column
for the Daily Telegraph, said Sa-
lah would aim to leave in style
with victory in the Champions
League final.

“Knowing Salah’s mindset and
competitive spirit, he will be set-
ting his sights on the greatest of
all possible goodbyes, inspiring
his team to victory in the Cham-
pions League final in Budapest,”
said Carragher.

“Do not bet against the perfect
send-off”

Manchester City

star Erling Haaland invests in Norway Chess

to launch the new Total Chess World Championship Tour

Oslo | Dubai

orway Chess has been a
driving force for innova-
tion in chess for years and is now
taking another major step with
the launch of the Total Chess
World Championship Tour. The
initiative is now gaining a new
strategic investor: global football
superstar Erling Haaland. To-
gether with Norwegian business
leader Morten Borge, Haaland
has established the company
Chess Mates, which will be a sig-
nificant owner of Norway Chess.
“Chess is an incredible game. It
sharpens your mind, and there are
clear similarities to football. You
have to think quickly, trust your
instincts, and think several moves
ahead. Strategy and planning are
everything”, says Erling Haaland.

“Chess is ultimately about
strategy and long-term think-
ing”, says Morten Borge. “Those
are qualities that also define
both elite sport and the ability
to make sound investments over
time. In many ways, chess sits
right at the intersection of the
worlds Erling and T come from.
I’'ve even promised to give Erling
a bit of chess training!”

With millions of fans around
the world, Haaland is already a
global sports icon and a natural
partner to help grow new audi-
ences and bring fresh energy to
the game.

“I’m investing in Norway
Chess because I believe the new
Total Chess World Champion-
ship Tour can turn chess into an
even bigger sport for spectators
around the world. The team be-

Behind from left_ COO of Norway Chess Benedicte Westre Skog, Co-founder of
Chess Mates Morten Borge. Below from left, Co-founder of Chess Mates Erling
Haaland and CEO of Norway Chess Kjell Madland

hind Norway Chess has already
done an impressive job growing
the event, and joining the project
was too exciting to pass up,” says

Haaland.

The new championship, fea-
turing the world’s best players,
is expected to become one of the

most significant developments in
modern chess. The Total Chess
World Championship Tour will
consist of four tournaments
each year, hosted by four differ-
ent cities, and will crown a com-
bined world champion across
three disciplines — Fast Classic,
Rapid, and Blitz chess. This new
World Championship has been
approved by the International
Chess Federation (FIDE) for a
minimum of 16 years. A pilot
tournament is planned for au-
tumn 2026, followed by a full
championship season in 2027.
Each season will consist of four
events, and a minimum annual
prize pool of USD 2.7 million.
Kjell Madland, CEO of Nor-
way Chess and Total Chess,
welcomes the investment and
involvement of Haaland as a

long-term strategic partner.

“We expect the new cham-
pionship to become one of the
most prestigious events in the
global chess calendar. The fact
that Erling is joining us as an
investor says a great deal about
the commercial potential of this
tour. Erling has an enormous
global following and is truly
world-class when it comes to
creating magical sporting mo-
ments. I am absolutely certain
he will bring tremendous value
to Total Chess, help generate in-
creased interest in the fascinat-
ing world of chess, and attract
new audiences. He has already
contributed with several great
ideas. With Erling on board, we
are now entering the final phase
of finding host cities for the first
tour,” says Madland.



