
It is both unfortunate and unsettling that a pregnant ex-
patriate woman, travelling from Bahrain to Saudi Arabia 
in a hired taxi, found herself detained at immigration due 

to circumstances entirely beyond her control. What should 
have been a routine journey turned into a distressing ordeal 
when authorities discovered that the driver had allegedly 
attempted to smuggle liquor bottles into Saudi Arabia, one 
of the strictest jurisdictions in the region when it comes to 
prohibited substances.

 The woman, unaware of any wrongdoing, was held for 
nearly 10 hours before she could establish her innocence. 
Eventually, she was allowed to continue her journey. But the 
emotional and physical strain she endured raises a larger 
and more troubling question: in such situations, is innocence 
enough?

 For many expatriates, cross-border travel—especially be-
tween Bahrain and Saudi Arabia—is routine. Taxis are hired, 
journeys are arranged quickly, and trust is placed, sometimes 
blindly, in drivers or informal travel arrangements. Yet, this in-
cident highlights a harsh re-
ality: at international borders, 
responsibility is not always 
determined by intent alone.

 It may seem logical to as-
sume that a written declara-
tion between a passenger and 
a driver, clearly stating that 
the passenger is responsible 
only for their own belongings, 
could offer protection. How-
ever, such assumptions do not 
hold up in practice. Immigra-
tion and customs authorities 
operate under criminal law, 
not private agreements. Of-
ficers are neither obligated 
to accept nor consider such 
documents. Instead, all oc-
cupants of a vehicle may be 
treated as part of a shared 
environment and questioned 
until clarity is established.

 This principle—often re-
ferred to as constructive pos-
session—means that even an 
innocent passenger can be 
drawn into a legal situation 
simply by being present in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
time. A document may later 
help during an investigation 
to establish intent or lack of 
knowledge, but it does little 
to prevent immediate conse-
quences such as detention or 
interrogation.

 The more effective safe-
guard lies in awareness and 
personal responsibility. Choosing a licensed and reputable 
transport provider is essential. Informal or unverified taxis, 
particularly for cross-border journeys, carry risks that are 
often underestimated. Equally important is verifying the 
vehicle before departure. A quick check of the boot and the 
car’s visible areas may feel unnecessary, but it can prevent 
serious complications later.

 Passengers should also be mindful of their own belongings. 
Bags with multiple open pockets can be vulnerable, making 
it easier for someone to insert prohibited items without the 
passenger’s knowledge. Properly securing luggage reduces 
this risk.

 In today’s digital age, even a quick photo or video of the 
vehicle before departure can serve as useful evidence if ques-
tions arise. At a broader level, travel agencies facilitating such 
journeys must adopt stricter compliance practices, including 
providing written assurances that vehicles have been checked 
and are free from prohibited items.

Ultimately, this incident is not just about one driver’s 
wrongdoing. It is a reminder of how vulnerable individuals 
can become when assumptions replace awareness. For pas-
sengers navigating unfamiliar legal environments, caution is 
not optional—it is essential.

IF EVERYONE FOUGHT FOR THEIR 
OWN CONVICTIONS THERE WOULD 
BE NO WAR.
 LEO TOLSTOY, WAR AND PEACE
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Pope John XIX crowns 
Conrad II as Holy Ro-
man Emperor, found-
ing the Salian dynasty

Earthquake measuring 7.7 on the 
Richter scale destroys 90% of Cara-
cas, Venezuela, and kills an estimat-

ed 15,000 to 20,000 people

Municipal elections bring rev-
olutionaries to power in Paris 
who form the short lived Paris 
Commune government

First “Eichmann 
transport” to Auschwitz 

and Birkenau 
concentration camps
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Th e  t ra n s a t l a n t i c 
slave trade was a 

crime against humanity 
that struck at the core 
of personhood, broke up 
families & devastated 
communities. Let us re-
ject the false narrative of 
racial difference & fully 
commit to human rights, 
equality & the inherent 
worth of every person.

@antonioguterres

Very good visit to the 
Garden Island De-

fence Precinct, Sydney’s 
major naval base.The 
Indo-Pacific is crucial 
for the world’s security.
Any tension here echoes 
through the whole world.
With our Security and 
Defence partnership, we 
will be able to carry out 
joint military exercises on 
land and at sea. It will also 
boost our defence indus-
tries in terms of produc-
tion, scale and innovation.

@vonderleyen

Spoke with President 
Anura Kumara Dis-

sanayake and discussed 
the evolving situation in 
West Asia, with particu-
lar focus on disruptions 
affecting global energy 
security. We reviewed 
progress on key initia-
tives aimed at strength-
ening India-Sri Lanka 
energy cooperation and 
enhancing regional se-
curity.

As close and trusted 
partners, we reaffirmed 
our commitment to work 
closely together in ad-
dressing shared chal-
lenges.

@narendramodi
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The risk you 
didn’t pack!

Choosing a licensed 
and reputable 

transport provider is 
essential. Informal 
or unverified taxis, 

particularly for 
cross-border journeys, 

carry risks that are 
often underestimated. 

Equally important is 
verifying the vehicle 
before departure. A 

quick check of the 
boot and the car’s 

visible areas may feel 
unnecessary, but it 

can prevent serious 
complications later.

(The author is the Chairman & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

15-point US plan Iran talks 
continue

AFP | Tehran, Iran

The White House said yes-
terday it was still in talks 
with Iran despite Tehran 

reportedly rejecting a US plan to 
end the war -- but warned Pres-
ident Donald Trump is ready to 
“unleash hell” if there is no deal.

Iranian state media cited an 
unidentified official as saying 
that the Islamic republic had 
responded “negatively” to the 
reported overture from Trump 
as the Middle East war nears the 
four-week mark.

White House Press Secretary 
Karoline Leavitt denied that ne-

gotiations with Iran had hit a 
dead end. “Talks continue. They 

are productive,” Leavitt told a 
briefing when asked about the 

Iranian report. Leavitt said that 
there were “elements of truth” 

to media reports on the details 
of a 15-point US plan setting out 
demands on Tehran, but said 
some of the reporting was “not 
entirely factual.”

US and Israeli media said the 
points involved Iran giving up 
any right to a nuclear program 
and agreeing to dismantle its 
ballistic missile arsenal. 

Leavitt declined to say whom 
the US was dealing with in Teh-
ran. Reports have suggested the 
Trump administration’s inter-
locutor is Mohammad Bagh-
er Ghalibaf, Iran’s speaker of 
parliament and one of its most 
prominent non-clerical figures.

Israel said it 
had struck 

targets in Teh-
ran as well as 
a submarine 
development 
facility in the 
central city of 

Isfahan

Trump is moving thousands of airborne troops and extra marines to the Gulf amid speculation 
that he might order a ground invasion to either seize Iranian oil assets in the Gulf or secure the 

strategic Strait of Hormuz. The White House meanwhile appeared to stick to the four to six-week 
timeline it has previously given for the war.

Trump told reporters in the Oval Office on Tuesday that Iran had given him "a very big present worth a tremendous amount of money", which he said demonstrat-
ed that "we're dealing with the right people". The US president did not elaborate further but said it was related to the Strait of Hormuz, which Iran has largely 

blockaded in retaliation for US and Israeli strikes.

Safe passage

Tehran, in a message 
circulated by the 

International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), 
assured safe passage 
through the strait to 
“non-hostile vessels”. 
However, the IMO also 
cited a statement from 
Iran’s foreign ministry 
as saying no passage 
would be granted to 
vessels belonging to 
“the aggressor parties 
-- namely the United 
States and the Israeli 
regime”.

Pentagon orders 
more missiles for 
Mideast war
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The US Department of 
Defense yesterday an-

nounced three agreements 
with defense contractors to 
boost production of missiles 
and other parts to replenish 
dwindling supplies used in the 
Mideast war.

Lockheed Martin and BAE 
Systems agreed to a fourfold 
increase in production of a 
key component called "seeker 
heads" for THAAD, a high-alti-
tude anti-missile system that 

has seen significant use in the 
Middle East.

The agreement puts the 
"industrial base on a wartime 
footing," the Department of 
Defense said in a press release.

At the end of January, Lock-
heed Martin had already an-
nounced an acceleration of 
its THAAD production from 
around 100 to about 400 a 
year within a few years.The 
Pentagon announced a sec-
ond agreement with Lockheed 
Martin to "accelerate" produc-
tion of Precision Strike Mis-
siles, or PrSM, tactical ballistic 

missiles used for the first time 
against Iran. They succeed the 
previous Army Tactical Mis-
sile System, or ATACMS.

Lockheed Martin confirmed 
the order to quadruple output 
of the PrSM missiles, saying it 
builds on a previous $4.94 bil-
lion contract award from the 
US Army last year. In a third 
deal, Honeywell Aerospace 
agreed to boost the production 
of "critical components for 
America's munitions stock-
pile," including navigation sys-
tems, a DoD press release said.

Makeshift tent encampments for people displaced from their homes by war are pictured at a parking area near Beirut's waterfront 

Iran would target 
Red Sea shipping 
in event of US 
invasion: local 
media
Tehran, Iran

Iran would target shipping 
in the Red Sea, a crucial 

conduit for global oil and 
other goods leading to the 
Suez Canal, if the United 
States launches a ground 
invasion, an unnamed mili-
tary official told local media 
yesterday.

“If the enemy attempts a 
ground operation on Irani-
an islands or anywhere else 
on our territory, or if it seeks 
to impose costs on Iran 
through naval manoeuvres 
in the Persian Gulf and the 
Sea of Oman, we will open 
other fronts as a ‘surprise’,” 
the official was quoted as 
saying by the Tasnim news 
agency. “The Bab el-Man-
deb Strait is among the 
most strategic straits in the 
world, and Iran has both the 
will and the capability to 
pose a fully credible threat 
against it,” the official said.

UN 
condemns 
Gulf 
strikes 

The UN Human Rights 
Council condemned 

Iran's "egregious attacks" 
on its Gulf neighbours, 
calling for full and swift 
"reparation" to all victims 
of its strikes.

The 47-member coun-
cil backed a resolution 
condemning Tehran's 
actions aimed at closing 
the Strait of Hormuz, and 
demanding Iran imme-
diately "cease all unpro-
voked attacks".

‘Unleash hell’
Leavitt warned that it was 

time for Iran to make a 
deal, asserting that Trump was 
nearing what the White House 
says are the key US military 
objectives of “Operation Epic 
Fury.” 

“If Iran fails to accept the 
reality of the current moment, 
if they fail to understand that 
they have been defeated mili-
tarily and will continue to be, 

President Trump will ensure 
they are hit harder than they 
have ever been hit before,” 
Leavitt said.

“President Trump does not 
bluff and he is prepared to 
unleash hell. Iran should not 
miscalculate again.”

Iran’s speaker Ghalibaf 
warned on Wednesday on X of 
the possible invasion of an Ira-
nian island with the support of 

an unnamed regional country. 
Trump announced that his vis-
it to China to meet Xi Jinping 
had now been rescheduled for 
mid-May, having postponed 
it by six weeks to deal with 
the conflict. “We’ve always 
estimated approximately four 
to six weeks (for the length 
of military operations against 
Iran), so you could do the 
math on that,” Leavitt added.

Fire at Kuwait airport after drones 
hit fuel tank: aviation agency

AFP | Kuwait City, Kuwait

Drones hit a fuel tank and 
sparked a fire at Kuwait 

International Airport, the Gulf 
state’s civil aviation authority 
said yesterday, as Iran presses 
on with its attacks in the nearly 
four-week regional war.

Citing preliminary informa-
tion, the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation said in a state-
ment posted online that the at-
tack had caused only “limited” 
damage and no casualties.

Firefighters were working to 
bring the blaze under control, 
said agency spokesman Abdul-
lah Al-Rajhi.

Iran’s Revolution-
a r y  G u a r d s 

said in a statement carried 
by state broadcaster IRIB that 
they had launched missiles and 
drones at military bases hosting 
US forces in Kuwait, Jordan 
and Bahrain as well as targets 
in Israel.

The Kuwait National Guard 
said in a statement that its forc-
es intercepted six drones early 
Wednesday, and the army said 
air defences were “responding 
to hostile missile and drone at-
tacks”.

Saudi Arabia said it had in-
tercepted at least four drones 
in the kingdom’s east.

In Israel, the military said 
air defences responded to 

Iranian missiles that 
triggered 

warning sirens across much 
of  the  country ’s  central  
region.

The Kuwait airport is largely 
closed to commercial flights 
and has come under attack 
several times since the region-
al war began on February 28, 
when Israel and the United 
States launched strikes on Iran.

On March 14, the civil avi-
ation authority said an attack 
with “several drones” targeted 
the airport and “struck its ra-

dar system”. No casualties 
were reported.

Saudi Arabia said it had intercepted at least four drones 
in the kingdom’s east.

Iran sets five 
conditions
The Iranian official quoted by Press TV 

said Tehran has put forward its own five 
conditions for hostilities to end.

These include ending "aggression and assas-
sinations" against the country and its leaders, 
setting up a robust mechanism guaranteeing 
that neither Israel nor the US will resume the 
war, as well as compensation for the destruc-
tion caused.

Iran's conditions also include a cessation of 
hostilities on all regional fronts and against all 
"resistance groups" -- an implicit reference to 
the Tehran-backed Lebanese group Hezbollah.

Tehran also wants international recognition 
and guarantees of Iran's rights to exercise its 
sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz.

How are ships crossing?

Maritime trackers indicate that a handful of vessels are still 
crossing daily through the Strait of Hormuz, which is guard-

ed by Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) -- most of them 
leaving the Gulf.

Some have taken a new Iranian-approved route through its 
waters, dubbed the “Tehran Toll Booth” by leading shipping 
journal Lloyd’s List.

At least one vetted vessel paid $2 million to use the corridor 
around Larak Island just off Iran’s coast, it reported.

Lloyd’s List cited sources as saying that governments from coun-
tries including India, Pakistan and China discussed vessel transits 
directly with Tehran, with the IRGC establishing a registration 
system of “approved ships”.

On Tuesday, IRGC naval commander Alireza Tangsiri said on X 
the force had “turned back” a container ship “due to failure to com-
ply with legal protocols and lack of permission to pass through”.

Ship tracker MarineTraffic showed that the vessel, the Selen, 
was bound for Pakistan.

Lloyd's List reported Monday that it had 
tracked more than 20 ships using the 

emerging route, most of them Greek-owned 
but others Indian-, Pakistani-owned or 

linked to China.

Is Iran acting illegally?

Charging fees to cross the strait would 
"lack a valid legal basis", Marco Roscini, 

international law professor at Westminster 
Law School said. Shipowners risk violating the 
law and Western sanctions if they pay a toll.

Transit passage rights through straits re-
main applicable during armed conflicts and 
suspending commercial navigation through 
Hormuz "cannot be lawful" barring exception-
al circumstances, he added.

However in its statement to the IMO, Iran 
said it acted in self-defence, taking "necessary 
and proportionate measures" in line with in-
ternational law.

Gulf countries demand Iraq stop attacks by pro-Iran 
groups from its territory

Trump to ‘unleash hell’ if Iran fails to make a deal


