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Debt trap
Rising electronics instalment sales leave Bahraini families 

struggling with mounting financial burdens
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

A growing number of Bah-
raini families are find-
ing themselves buried 

in debt as concerns intensify 
over instalment sales practices 
in electronics shops.

MPs warn that the issue is no 
longer purely commercial, but 
deeply social.

MP Hamad Al Doy con-
firmed via a post on the 
social media platform “X” 
that a formal complaint 
will be filed with the Pub-
lic Prosecution next week 
regarding an ongoing case 
linked to electronics in-
stalment sales, stressing 
that the file remains open 
and continues to affect 
citizens.

He urged all those im-
pacted to come forward 
without delay, highlight-
ing that the scale of harm 
has moved beyond iso-
lated incidents and now 
affects multiple house-
holds.

Salaries
According to Al Doy, 

some individuals have lost their 
entire salaries trying to keep up 
with repayments, while oth-
ers have seen debts accumu-
late to the point of losing their  
homes.

Behind each case, he noted, 
are families struggling to main-
tain stability, with financial 
pressure spilling into daily life 
and creating lasting emotional 
and social strain.

The remarks come after Al 
Doy, alongside four MPs, tabled 
an urgent proposal calling for 
tighter oversight of instalment 
selling practices, particularly in 
electronics stores, and for legal 
action against violators.

Complaints
He pointed to a rise in com-

plaints involving unclear con-
tracts, poor disclosure of the 

actual cash price com-
pared with instalment 
costs, and confusion 
over profit rates, ad-
ministrative fees and 
penalties for late pay-
ments.

Al Doy stressed that 
electronic devices are 
no longer luxury items, 
but essential tools for 
modern living, warn-
ing that weak regula-
tion in this sector risks 
pushing ordinary cit-
izens into financial 
commitments they 
cannot sustain.

He added that vague 
contract terms and 
poor transparency not 
only expose buyers to 

financial harm, but also open 
the door to disputes and erode 
trust in the market.

Burden
For many, what begins as a 

simple purchase is turning into 
a long-term burden, raising ur-
gent questions over consumer 
protection and the safeguards 
needed to protect households 
from slipping further into debt.

“Weak regulation 
in this sector 
risks pushing 

ordinary citizens 
into financial 

commitments they 
cannot sustain.” 

— MP HAMAD AL DOY

Security and public service 
sectors maintain operations
TDT | Manama

Security and public service 
sectors continue to operate 

without interruption despite 
ongoing regional tensions and 
recent attacks targeting the 
Kingdom, officials said.

Captain Abdulla Waheed Al 
Mannaei from the Ministry of 
Interior confirmed that teams 
across all departments remain 
on full alert, working around 
the clock to ensure stability and 
continuity of services.

He noted that officers are car-

rying out routine duties while 
also responding to emerging 
security developments.

Authorities emphasised that 
daily life has continued across 
the Kingdom, with roads op-
erational, emergency services 
functioning, and public assis-
tance available as needed. 

Priority
Officials said maintaining 

both security and essential ser-
vices remains a top priority.

The Ministry of Interior has 
also issued safety guidance to 
the public, urging residents to 
follow precautionary measures, 
particularly during power out-
ages.

These include staying in-
doors where possible, using 
battery-powered lighting, and 
avoiding unsafe practices such 
as operating generators in en-
closed spaces.

Warning
Officials further warned 

against the spread of mis-
information, stressing the 
importance of relying on 
verified sources.

The National Communi-
cation Centre continues to 
provide regular updates to 
ensure the public receives 
accurate and timely infor-
mation.

JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
The Embassy of India, P.O. Box No. 26106, Manama, Bahrain 
invites application from interested candidates for the post 

of Marketing Executive.
For details, please check the Embassy’s website at

http://www.eoibahrain.gov.in or send email to 
hoc.bahrain@mea.gov.in and adm.bahrain@mea.gov.in

“Teams across all departments remain on 
full alert, working around the clock to ensure 

stability and continuity of services.” 
— CAPTAIN ABDULLA WAHEED AL MANNAEI, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 

Man held 
for phone 
Installment 
scam and fraud

Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Interi-
or announced that the 

Southern Governorate Po-
lice Directorate has arrested 
a 53-year-old man following 
multiple reports accusing 
him of fraud and deception.

According to authorities, 
the suspect sold mobile 
phones on an installment 
basis, then required cus-
tomers to sign contracts 
which he later altered by 
falsifying details and inflat-
ing the amounts beyond the 
actual value of the devices.

The directorate stated 
that upon receiving the 
reports, it immediately 
launched investigations, 
collecting evidence and 
identifying the suspect be-
fore arresting him.

Legal procedures have 
been taken, and the case has 
been referred to the Public 
Prosecution.

Suspect

Five-year sentence 
upheld for two 
‘police officers’

• Garage robbery

Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

The First High Criminal 
Court of Appeal upheld 

a five-year prison sentence 
against two appellants con-
victed of a robbery involving 
assault at a garage.

The defendants were found 
guilty of breaking into the 
premises at night and stealing 
belongings from three victims 
using force.

According to court records, 
the first and second defend-
ants scaled the garage wall and 
entered the premises, where 
they confronted two victims, 
falsely claiming to be police 
officers.

Injuries
They assaulted the victims 

using their hands and an iron 
rod, causing injuries as doc-
umented in medical reports, 
in order to immobilize them 
and prevent resistance be-
fore stealing valuables and  

fleeing.
The case dates back to when 

the third, fourth, and fifth de-
fendants were at the second 
defendant’s residence.

The fourth defendant in-
formed them of an Asian man 
at a garage in Salmabad and 
suggested robbing him to ob-
tain drugs.

The second defendant then 
contacted the first defendant, 
who agreed to participate.

The group drove to the loca-
tion in a car driven by the first 
defendant.

Arrival
Upon arrival, the second, 

third, and fourth defendants 
entered the garage after scal-
ing its gate, while the first and 
fifth remained in the car.

They stormed the victims’ 
room while they were asleep, 
shouted at them, pretended to 
be police officers, and assault-
ed them before stealing mobile 
phones, a wristwatch, a tablet, 
BD350 in cash, ID cards, drugs, 
and the garage’s surveillance 
control device and monitor.

They then locked the victims 
inside and fled.
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Mosquito traps 
approved for 
public spaces
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

The Southern Municipal 
Council has approved 

the use of electric mosquito 
traps in open public areas, 
aiming to address increased 
insect activity, particularly 
following periods of rainfall.

The decision was passed 
by majority vote following 
a recommendation from the 
Services and Public Utilities 
Committee. It includes the 
deployment of both mobile 
and fixed traps across resi-
dential neighbourhoods and 
recreational spaces.

Council members said the 
move responds to concerns 
from residents regarding 
mosquito presence in out-
door areas, which has affect-
ed the use of public spaces.

Rain response reviewed 
after Council approval
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

When rain falls, the dif-
ference between a clear 

street and a flooded one is 
measured in minutes.

This reality came into fo-
cus as the Southern Munici-
pal Council reviewed rain re-
sponse procedures, bringing 
everyday experiences into the 
heart of the session.

The review followed a 
request by Second Constit-
uency member Mubarak 
Faraj, with members agree-
ing by majority to open the 
discussion.

The move reflected a 
shared understanding that 
preparedness involves not 
only plans but also how 
quickly those plans become 
effective when needed.

Reality
D u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n , 

Fourth Constituency mem-
ber Mohammed Hussain 
Daraj presented a detailed 
intervention that moved the 
discussion beyond proce-
dures into lived experience.

He pointed to the gap that 
can appear between what is 
written and what is felt on 
the ground when rainwater 

gathers.
For residents, these mo-

ments arrive without warning. 
A road slows. Water rises at the 
edge of pavements. 

Daily routines pause, not for 
long, but long enough to be 
noticed.

The council examined how 
response systems operate dur-
ing peak conditions, particu-
larly the deployment of water 
suction tankers. 

LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION 
(INTERNATIONAL) BSC(C)

Change of Registered Office Address

This is to notify the public that Life Insurance Corporation 
(International) BSC(c) (“Company”) Registered Office 
previously located in Office No.11, Building 4017, Road 
No.482, Block 304, Manama Centre, Kingdom of Bahrain will 
be moved to Office No.11, 1st Floor, Al Zamil Tower, Building 
No.31, Road No.383, Block 305, Area: Manama Centre, 
Kingdom of Bahrain.
Kindly be notified that there is no change in the address of 
our Branch office located at First Floor, Ali Al wazzan Bldg., 
Al-khalifa Avenue, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain.  
For further enquiries, please call the customer service center 
on Tel: +973-17210610 or 
visit the website https://licinternational.com/


