
His Majesty, HRH 
CP, PM extend 
Christmas greetings 
to leaders of 
friendly nations

TDT | Manama 

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, yesterday 
sent congratulatory cables 
to Their Majesties and Ex-
cellencies, including Kings, 
Presidents, Crown Princes, 
and Prime Ministers of sev-
eral countries, on the occa-
sion of Christmas.

In their messages, His 
Majesty and the Crown 
Prince extended wishes 
for good health and hap-
piness, and for continued 
progress and prosperity for 
their countries and peoples. 
HM and HRH, CP, PM also 
expressed hope for peace, 
security, and prosperity 
throughout the world for 
the benefit of all humanity.
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Christians in Bahrain celebrated 
Christmas Mass and prayers 
yesterday evening at the Church 
of Our Lady of the Arabian 
Peninsula in Awali, the largest 
Catholic cathedral in the Arabian 
Gulf, with a large congregation 
of believers from diverse 
communities across the Kingdom.

Bahrain condemns 
terrorist attack 
on police patrol in 
Pakistan
TDT | Manama

Bahrain has strongly 
condemned the terror-

ist attack on a police patrol 
in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province, which 
claimed the lives of several 
security personnel.

In a statement, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs reaf-
firmed Bahrain’s firm rejec-
tion of all forms of violence 
and terrorism aimed at un-
dermining security, stabil-
ity, and targeting innocent 
civilians

Fire at Al-Naeem 
restaurant storage 
extinguished, no 
injuries reported
TDT | Manama 

Civil  Defense teams 
quickly brought under 

control a fire that broke out 
in a restaurant storage area 
in the Al-Naeem district, 
with no injuries reported.

Preliminary investiga-
tions indicate the blaze was 
caused by an electrical short 
circuit in a transformer. Au-
thorities are continuing to 
implement safety measures 
and preventive procedures 
in line with established reg-
ulations.

First-home utility 
subsidies to continue

Executive, Legislative authorities continue joint meetings
TDT | Manama 

Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa, the Minister 
of Finance and National 

Economy, yesterday reaffirmed 
that electricity and water subsi-
dies for citizens’ first homes will 
continue, as the government 
and legislature met to discuss 
initiatives aimed at strengthen-
ing public finances while main-
taining vital social support.

The meeting was chaired by 
Speaker Ahmed bin Salman 
Al Musallam on behalf of the 
Council of Representatives, 
Chairman Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh 
for the Shura Council, and Shai-
kh Salman for the government 
team.

The discussions reflected the 
vision of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa and the di-
rectives of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, to enhance so-
cial services, strengthen support 
programmes, mobilise national 
resources for citizens, preserve 

the middle class, and prioritise 
Bahrainis in accessing services 

and entitlements.
Speaker Al Musallam reaf-

firmed the Council of Repre-
sentatives’ commitment to con-
structive discussions on public 
finance, offering proposals that 
serve the interests of the nation, 
citizens, and Bahraini families, 
while ensuring the sustainabil-
ity of national resources. Chair-
man Al Saleh highlighted the 
Shura Council’s ongoing role 
in enhancing policy efficiency, 
safeguarding national achieve-
ments, and serving the supreme 
interests of the country and its 
people.

Shaikh Salman said the meet-
ing reached consensus on sev-
eral initiatives and reaffirmed 
the government’s commitment 
to continuing and developing 
social services, strengthening 
support programmes, and ef-
fectively utilising national re-
sources. He stressed the impor-
tance of protecting public funds, 
preventing waste, improving 
spending efficiency, ensuring 
support reaches those entitled, 
and preventing misuse by finan-
cially capable individuals.

The meeting agreed on initiatives, including:
1. Introducing a tax on corporate profits.

2. Increasing natural gas prices for factories and companies.

3. Introducing sewage fees, with first homes exempt.

4. Continuing employment programmes for citizens and 
gradually increasing fees on foreign labour, excluding 
domestic workers.

5. Increasing the selective tax on soft drinks.

6. Introducing fees on undeveloped investment land with 
existing infrastructure.

7. Launching initiatives to further reduce government 
administrative spending.

8. Increasing contributions from government-owned companies 
to the state budget.

9. Simplifying government procedures to support investment, 
attract foreign capital and enhance the private sector.

HM King attends closing of virtual national exercise

TDT | Manama 

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, the Supreme 

Commander of the Armed Forc-
es, attended the conclusion of 
the national virtual exercise 
“Azm Al Watan 1” at the head-
quarters of the General Secre-
tariat of the Supreme Defence 
Council. The exercise was led by 
the Royal Guard of the Bahrain 
Defence Force (BDF). 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-

fa, the Crown Prince, Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces and Prime Min-
ister, followed the exercise via 
video conference. 

Upon arrival, His Majesty 
was received by Field Marshal 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa, Commander-in-Chief 
of the BDF; Lieutenant General 
His Highness Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, National 
Security Adviser, Command-
er of the Royal Guard, Secre-
tary-General of the Supreme 

Defence Council and Director 
of the Exercise; and Colonel 
His Highness Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Com-
mander of Royal Guard Special 
Operations. 

Lieutenant General His High-
ness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 
briefed His Majesty on the ob-
jectives and outcomes of the 
exercise. During a video call 
with HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, His Majesty 
expressed his appreciation for 
the efforts that contributed to 

the success of this important 
national exercise. He also re-
ceived a detailed briefing on 
the exercise. The King empha-
sised that unity of purpose re-
mains the Kingdom’s foremost 
strength, and that effective in-
tegration is vital to safeguarding 
Bahrain’s security and stability. 
He stressed the importance of 
building on the lessons learned 
and outcomes achieved to fur-
ther enhance national readi-
ness and strengthen teamwork 
across all sectors.

Outstanding 
private sector 
workers 
honoured

A moment of faith, 
unity and celebration
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Lieutenant General Tariq Al Hassan, Chief of Police, honoured two Special Security Force officers, Mohammed Majed and Bilal Akbar, for their quick thinking 
and dedication in rescuing a three-year-old child from drowning. The officers provided first aid on the spot before the child was transferred to the hospital for 
treatment. The Chief of Police praised their swift response and professionalism, highlighting that their humanitarian act exemplifies the values upheld by police 
personnel and demonstrates the Ministry of Interior’s readiness and efficiency in handling emergencies.

Heroes on duty

Housewife caught with marijuana hidden in sweets 
 The suspect came to collect the parcel, initially claiming it contained cosmetics

• The woman admitted 
to using drugs in court

• Tests confirmed 
marijuana and cannabis

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

A Bahraini housewife has 
landed in the dock at the 
High Criminal Court for 

attempting to smuggle nearly 
200 grams of marijuana into 
the country, cleverly hidden 
in a parcel of sweets and food 
 items.

The court has scheduled the 
hearing for 30 December, or-
dering the suspect to remain 
in custody and appointing a 
defence lawyer to represent  
her.

Prosecutors stated that the 
parcel, sent from a European 
country, arrived at Bahrain In-
ternational Airport and was 

flagged during an X-ray scan 
due to an unusual mass inside. 
Upon inspection, authorities 
found food items and confec-
tionery alongside small bags and 
containers holding a herbal sub-
stance weighing approximately 
194.15 grams, suspected to be 
marijuana.

The following day, the sus-
pect came to collect the parcel, 
claiming it contained cosmet-
ics. When opened before her, 
she admitted the contents were 
marijuana and revealed that an 

Asian national had asked her to 
collect the package.

The Public  Prosecution 
charged her with importing 
marijuana and possessing can-
nabis, also known as hashish, for 
personal use.

Anti-narcotics officers further 
discovered a cigarette containing 
a suspected narcotic substance 
in her car near the post office 
in Al Hidd. During a search of 
her home, police recovered a 
dark-coloured piece believed to 
be hashish, rolling papers, and a 

sensitive scale.
In statements to prosecutors, 

the suspect admitted collecting 
the parcel in exchange for 30 
grams of hashish and acknowl-
edged her personal use of the 
drug. Laboratory tests con-
firmed the seized items con-
tained cannabis and marijuana, 
while her urine sample tested 
positive for cannabis.

During the court hearing, she 
admitted to using drugs but de-
nied any involvement in import-
ing them.Representative image

Eskan Bank coordinating with  banks 
to accelerate housing finance
TDT | Manama 

Following the di-
rectives of His 

Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
to accelerate housing 
projects and provide 
50,000 new housing units, 
and the order of His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, to 
commence the provision of 
7,000 housing services, Ab-
dulla Taleb, Director General 
of the Eskan Bank, said the 
bank is maintaining ongoing 
coordination with financing 

banks to expedite 
the disbursement of 
housing finance to 
beneficiaries.

 Taleb said the Es-
kan Bank, in coordi-
nation with the Min-
istry of Housing and 

Urban Planning, is implement-
ing the plan to provide housing 
services to citizens, includ-
ing ownership services and 
housing finance programmes, 
through coordination with 
participating banks to begin 
disbursing financing under the 
"Tas’heel", "Tas’heel+", and the 
newly introduced "Mazaya" 
category.

Extreme vetting 
need of the hour

MP warns of fake certificates in key professions

• Closer coordination 
urged between 
regulators and 
professional bodies 
to protect the 
labour market

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

Qualified nationals should 
be given priority in re-
cruitment, rather than 

workers with questionable pa-
perwork. The comments were 
made by MP Jalal Kadhem, who 
said such practices are harming 
the prospects of well-qualified 
Bahraini job seekers.

He said the issue can only be 
addressed through strict meas-
ures, including rigorous verifi-
cation of academic and profes-
sional credentials. Kadhem also 
accused employers of recruiting 
from abroad while overlooking 
Bahrainis who are qualified for 
the same roles.

“Priority should be given to 
nationals, not to workers with 
questionable paperwork,” he 
said.

As a solution, he called for 
closer coordination between 
the Labour Market Regulato-
ry Authority and professional 
bodies in each sector, noting 

that some professions require 
specialist assessment before li-
cences are issued or overseas 
recruitment is approved. Re-
ferring to engineering, Kadhem 
said specialist committees com-
prising representatives from the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Planning, the Ministry of Works 
and the Bahrain Society of En-
gineers should be involved in 
verifying qualifications.

He also urged stronger co-
operation with civil society or-
ganisations, pointing out that 
professional associations for 
engineers, lawyers and doctors 
include Bahraini experts who 

can support monitoring and 
follow-up.

Kadhem said cases involv-
ing so-called “paper” qualifi-
cations and forged certificates 
have been recorded in several 
sensitive sectors, including law, 
healthcare, education and engi-
neering, with a number of cases 
referred to the Public Prosecu-
tion. He further warned that 
social media has contributed 
to the spread of unrecognised 
titles, while in some densely 
populated countries certificate 
forgery is reportedly offered 
for small sums to individuals 
seeking work overseas.

Many roles filled 
through overseas 

recruitment already 
have Bahraini 

candidates, and priority 
should be given to 

nationals rather than 
workers supported 

by questionable 
paperwork.

MP JALAL KADHEM
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Police bust gang behind 
currency exchange scam

The victim was tricked into handing over BD1,200

• Victims were lured 
through WhatsApp 
with promises of 
currency exchange rates 
above market value

• BD1,200 stolen after 
suspects arranged a 
meeting and fled with 
cash in an envelop

Ghadeer Alkumaish 
TDT | Manama

A WhatsApp message prom-
ising unusually high cur-

rency exchange rates turned 
into an expensive lesson for 
one victim and a jail term for a 
scam gang. 

 Police say the offer, which 
appeared legitimate at first 
glance, was in fact a careful-

ly planned fraud designed to 
steal cash from unsuspecting 
customers.

The case emerged after a vic-
tim reported the loss of BD1,200 
from a parked car. Initial checks 
found no evidence of a break-
in, prompting investigators to 
conduct a deeper probe. It later 
emerged that the money had 
not been stolen from the vehi-
cle but handed over as part of a 
carefully planned scam.

According to the Ministry 
of Interior, the head of Hidd 
Police Station, Colonel Dr Osa-
ma Bahar, said the victim was 
first contacted on WhatsApp 
by a suspect posing as a foreign 
currency dealer from a neigh-
bouring country. The suspect 
offered to exchange dollars, 
euros and other currencies at 
rates significantly above market 

value.
A meeting was subsequently 

arranged, with the victim in-
structed to bring the cash in an 
envelope. Upon arrival, the sus-
pect, acting with an accomplice, 
swiftly snatched the envelope 
and fled the scene.

Colonel Bahar warned the 
public to be cautious of offers 
promising unusually high ex-
change rates, stressing that 
such deals are often a clear in-
dicator of fraud. He also noted 
that the victim initially with-
held key information, which 
delayed the investigation, and 
urged full disclosure when re-
porting crimes.

Police later tracked down and 
arrested the gang. The case was 
referred to court, where those 
involved were convicted and 
sentenced to prison terms.

Picture for representation only

Colonel Osama Bahar

More firms, more jobs 
as financial sector grows
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s financial sector 
continued to expand in 
2025, with the number 

of licensed institutions rising 
to 375 by September, up from 
369 at the end of May, accord-
ing to data from the Central 
Bank of Bahrain. The addition 
of six firms represents growth 
of about 1.6% over the period.

Employment in the sector 
also recorded a modest increase. 
The workforce reached 14,940 
in 2025, compared with 14,775 
in 2024, an increase of 165 em-
ployees, or around 1.1%. Bahrai-
nis accounted for 10,383 jobs, 
representing 69.5% of total em-
ployment, while non-Bahrainis 
numbered 4,557, or 30.5%.

The figures align with broad-
er economic indicators for 
2025. Bahrain’s gross domestic 

product (GDP) at current prices 
stood at $47.1 billion, reflecting 
growth of 2.0%, while GDP at 
constant prices reached $40.3 
billion, up 2.6%. The financial 
sector contributed 17.2% of GDP 
at constant prices.

In the banking sector, total 
assets reached $246.8 billion 
by September 2025. Bahrain’s 
banking industry comprises 
83 banks, including 15 Islam-
ic banks, whose assets stood 

at $65.7 billion over the same 
period.

Insurance act ivi ty  a lso 
showed growth, with 140 firms 
licensed to operate in Bahrain 
by September 2025, compared 
with 137 in December 2024. To-
tal insurance premiums reached 
BD239.4 million by the end of 
the year. The investment sector 
comprised 51 firms operating in 
Bahrain by September 2025, the 
Central Bank data showed.

Ice-cream truck crash leads to BD630 payout for property damage
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

A residential building owner 
has been awarded BD630 

in compensation after an ice-
cream truck damaged safety 
equipment fixed to the front 
of his property, with the court 
holding both the driver and 
the vehicle’s owner company 
jointly liable.

The case was filed by the 
property owner, represented 
by lawyer Eman Hassan, who 
sought BD530 to cover repair 
costs and BD200 for moral and 
psychological harm.

According to court docu-

ments, the driver struck a pipe 
installed as part of mandatory 
security and safety measures 
required under Civil Defence 

regulations. The collision broke 
the pipe and caused additional 
damage to the building.

The claimant told the court 
that the driver later said the 
vehicle was not insured in Bah-
rain and that the incident could 
not be officially registered. The 
driver reportedly offered to 
repair the damage and arrange 
for a specialist, which the own-
er initially accepted. However, 
the repairs were never carried 
out.

The owner later obtained 
quotations from two special-
ist firms and submitted them 
to the driver, who refused to 
pay. During the hearings, the 

claimant’s lawyer submitted 
written pleadings supported 
by video footage of the incident 
and WhatsApp correspond-
ence between the parties.

The court also found that 
the driver had rented the vehi-
cle from the second defendant 
company, which was operating 
without a licence to conduct a 
vehicle rental business.

Citing Article 158 of the Civil 
Code, which stipulates that an-
yone whose fault causes harm 
to another is obliged to pro-
vide compensation, the court 
ordered both defendants to 
jointly pay BD630, in addition 
to court costs and legal fees.

Representative image

MPs push to 
regularise 
long-serving 
temporary staff
At Jaafari Waqf Directorate

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

Lawmakers are calling on 
the Government to con-

vert temporary contracts at 
the Jaafari Waqf Directorate 
(JWD) into permanent posts, 
arguing that many employees 
have spent years on repeated 
renewals while performing 
permanent duties.

The proposal ,  s igned 
by MPs Basema Mubarak, 
Hanan Fardan and Jalal Kad-
hem, along with First 
D e p u t y  S p e a ke r 
Abdulnabi Salman 
and Second Depu-
ty Speaker Ahmed 
Qarata, says a sta-
ble workforce 
is essential to 
the JWD’s role 
in managing and 
developing religious 

facilities.
In an explanatory memo-

randum, the MPs said long-
term reliance on temporary 
contracts undermines job and 
financial security and risks los-
ing accumulated experience. 
They noted that many tempo-
rary staff have demonstrated 
competence over extended pe-

riods and should be 
retained to ensure 
continuity  and 
service quality.

The MPs called 
for eligible tem-

porary staff 
at the JWD 
to be con-
firmed in 
permanent 

posts in 
l i n e 
w i t h 

current reg-
ulations.

Basema Mubarak, MP
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Outstanding private sector 
workers honoured

40th annual Ministry of Labour ceremony

TDT | Manama

Outstanding workers in 
the private sector were 
honoured yesterday by 

the Ministry of Labour under 
the patronage of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa, in conjunction with Bah-
rain’s National Day celebrations 
and the 26th anniversary of 
His Majesty’s accession to the  
throne.

The 40th annual ceremony 
recognised distinguished na-
tional figures, human resourc-
es professionals, institutions, 
and exemplary employees from 
across Bahrain’s economic and 
productive sectors. The event 
was attended by Ahmed bin Sal-

man Al Musallam, Speaker of 
the Council of Representatives; 
Yousif bin Abdulhussain Khalaf, 
Minister of Labour and Minister 
of Legal Affairs; members of 
both the Council of Represent-
atives and the Shura Council; 
Sameer Abdulla Nass, Chair-
man of the Bahrain Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry; 
representatives of trade un-
ions and labour organisations; 
as well as the honourees and 
delegates from participating  
companies.

In his opening address, the 
Minister of Labour highlighted 
the government’s ongoing ini-
tiative to provide three job op-
portunities for every registered 
jobseeker before the end of the 

year, reflecting the leadership’s 
commitment to placing Bahraini 
citizens at the centre of govern-
ment policies.

The minister praised labour 
unions for protecting workers’ 
rights, promoting social dia-
logue, and supporting produc-
tivity growth, while recognising 
employers’ role in providing 
stable and motivating work en-
vironments.

Special recognition was given 
to Jameel bin Mohammed Ali 
Humaidan for his long-standing 
contributions to employment, 
workforce development, and 
labour rights. The minister also 
commended the legislative au-
thority for its continued sup-
port of labour-related issues and 

workers’ rights.
Speaking on behalf of the 

honourees, Ameena Abdul-
nabi Al Banna, Senior Trainer 
at Silah Gulf, expressed pride 
in receiving national recogni-
tion, describing it as an incen-
tive to continue contributing 
to Bahrain’s development and 
excellence across economic  
sectors.

The ceremony concluded 
with the Minister of Labour 
presenting certificates of ap-
preciation and commemorative 
shields to distinguished compa-
nies, administrators, entrepre-
neurs, and exemplary workers, 
representing a wide range of 
categories across the national 
economy.

300 waste recycling 
points now active 

TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Municipal-
ities and Agriculture has 

completed the installation of 
300 recycling and waste man-
agement points across all gov-
ernorates, the Undersecretary 
for Municipal Affairs, Engi-
neer Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa, announced. 
Collection of recyclable waste 
from these points has been un-
derway since January 2025, in 
coordination with the Capital 
Governorate Secretariat and 
local municipal councils.

Sheikh Mohammed high-
lighted that from January to 
October 2025, a total of 279 
tonnes of recyclable waste 
was collected through the 
sorting points. This included 
209 tonnes of paper and card-
board, 28 tonnes of plastic, 28 
tonnes of glass, and 14 tonnes 
of metals. He noted that clean-

ing companies, in cooperation 
with local recycling firms and 
NGOs, ensure that collected 
materials are sorted and recy-
cled according to type, with a 
focus on maximising recovery 
from mixed waste to achieve 
the highest efficiency in recy-
cling operations.

Each recycling point is 
equipped with separate bins 
for glass, plastic, metals, paper, 
and cardboard, placed in easily 
accessible locations. Special 
collection mechanisms will be 
used to streamline the transfer 
of these materials for process-
ing.

All cleaning bins have been 
fitted with sensor systems to 
allow multiple daily empty-
ing when full. An electronic 
system monitors each bin, en-
suring proper collection, dis-
infection, and washing, while 
tracking the movement of 
cleaning vehicles to maintain 
public hygiene across all areas.

The National Digital Economy Strategy (NDES) Steering Committee held its fourth meeting, led by Information & eGovernment Authority (iGA) Chief Executive and 
Committee Chairman Mr. Mohammed Al Qaed. The meeting was attended by representatives from the Prime Minister Office, the Ministry of Finance and National 
Economy, the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, the Ministry of Education, the Economic Development Board (EDB), and the Labor Fund (Tamkeen). Al Qaed 
said that the meeting focused on strengthening coordination among the entities implementing the national initiatives to support their timely completion and the 
achievement of the strategy’s goals. 

National Digital Economy Strategy Steering Committee

Thirteen go on trial in major drug 
smuggling and distribution case

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

Thirteen defendants ap-
peared before the High 

Criminal Court in a major nar-
cotics case, after the Anti-Nar-
cotics Directorate said it dis-
mantled a network involved in 
smuggling drugs into Bahrain 
and distributing them locally 
for profit. The court adjourned 
the case to 29 December and 
ordered the continued deten-
tion of the first to seventh de-
fendants.

The Public Prosecution 
charged the first defendant 
with possessing and traffick-
ing narcotics during 2025, as 
well as holding drugs for per-

sonal use. The remaining de-
fendants are accused of using 
narcotic and psychotropic 
 substances.

According to investigators, 
the first defendant sold drugs 
within his social circle. Arrests 
were carried out at several loca-
tions, with the second and fifth 
defendants detained at the King 
Fahd Causeway and the first de-
fendant arrested later the same 
day. A search of his residence 
led to the arrest of the fourth 
defendant, who was found in 
the same building.

Police said the third and 
ninth defendants were arrest-
ed when they went to a se-
curity directorate to enquire 
about the first and second de-

fendants. Two days later, the 
fifth defendant was arrested at 
Bahrain International Airport, 
while the remaining suspects 
were detained on different  
dates.

Further investigations indi-
cated that the second defendant, 
his sister, the third defendant, 
and the fifth defendant alleg-
edly smuggled drugs from a 
Gulf country through the King 
Fahd Causeway. Investigators 
also told the court that the first 
defendant had a prior drug con-
viction abroad dating back to 
2012, for which he received a 
prison sentence, flogging and a 
deportation order, before later 
settling in Bahrain.

Searches of the first defend-

ant’s home uncovered narcot-
ics, psychotropic substances, 
medical tablets, and equipment 
used for packing, selling and 
consuming drugs, police said. 
Officers also seized cash in sev-
eral currencies, three gold bars, 
a watch and a gold chain, which 
the first defendant admitted be-
longed to him. A search of the 
fourth defendant’s residence led 
to the seizure of narcotic tablets 
and cash.

During questioning, the first 
defendant admitted to drug 
use and said he had purchased 
some of the seized substances 
on about four occasions over a 
year. The remaining defendants 
also admitted to using drugs, 
prosecutors said.

From guards to gadgets

• Parks to embrace 
e-surveillance

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

The Capital Trustees Board 
yesterday moved a step 

closer to turning Bahrain’s 
parks into smart, digitally 
monitored spaces, approving a 
plan to gradually replace some 
security guards with electronic 
surveillance systems.

The proposal, put forward 
by board member Engineer 
Mohammed Tawfiq Al Abbas 
and reviewed by the Services 
and Public Facilities Commit-
tee, aims to boost security, en-
hance visitor experience, and 
align park management with 
smart city trends.

Al Abbas said the initiative 
seeks to shift from reliance 
on human guards to modern 
electronic systems, ensuring 
round-the-clock coverage 
across all park areas and im-
proving operational efficiency.

Supporters of the plan said 
electronic monitoring could 
reduce human error, speed up 
responses to incidents, and 
cut guarding-related mainte-
nance and operating costs by 
up to 60%. The savings could 

then be redirected towards 
park upkeep and upgrades. 
The proposed system includes 
high-definition cameras cov-
ering entrances and main 
routes, motion and alarm sen-
sors at key points, and secure 
recording and data storage via 
a central or cloud-based plat-
form. A dedicated monitor-
ing room linked to the Capital 
Trustees Board’s operations 
centre and relevant authorities 
is also planned, along with vis-
ible signage informing visitors 
of 24-hour surveillance.

The recommendation envi-
sions a phased rollout, starting 
with electronic systems com-
plementing existing guards, 
with potential for full expan-
sion after the pilot phase is 
evaluated.

Dr Abdulhassan Al Dairi, Capital 
Trustees Board member
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Bapco Refining recognized for 
World-Class Safety, wins dual awards

Setting a new benchmark for safety excellence in Bahrain
Manama

Bapco Refining, a subsid-
iary of Bapco Energies, 
the integrated energy 

company leading the energy 
transition in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, was recognized for 
its exemplary commitment 
to workplace safety with two 
major international awards 
from the British Safety Coun-
cil (BSC).

The Company received the 
Five Star Award for Occupa-
tional Health and Safety and 
the coveted Sword of Honour 
award, marking Bapco Refin-
ing as the first company in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain to achieve 
both distinctions, reflecting its 
dedication to the highest stand-
ards of health and safety.

The awards follow a compre-
hensive audit conducted by the 
British Safety Council, which 
assessed Bapco Refining ’s 
health and safety management 
systems against international 
best practices. The audit re-
viewed all aspects of the com-
pany’s operational practices to 
safeguarding the health and 
wellbeing at its facilities. 

In addition, the Bapco Mod-
ernization Program (BMP) also 
underwent a thorough audit 
and was granted the prestigious 
Five Star Award. The British 
Safety Council confirmed that 
BMP is the only major project in 
the region to receive this level 
of recognition, further high-

lighting Bapco Energies’ lead-
ership in safety management.

These achievements reflect 
the company ongoing commit-
ment to health and safety as a 
core pillar of the Bapco Ener-
gies Group operational prac-
tices. Maintaining the highest 
standards of health and safety 
is fundamental to the Group’s 
operations, ensuring the pro-
tection of its workforce, con-
tractors, and the communities 
in which it operates. 

Bapco Refining continues 
to lead in HSE excellence, reg-
ularly engaging in impactful 
initiatives that reinforce its 
dedication to safety and envi-
ronmental stewardship. These 
efforts not only support the 
Group’s strategic objectives but 
also set new benchmarks for 
the industry in Bahrain and 
beyond.

Dr. Abdulrahman Jawahery, 
Managing Director of Bapco 

Energies, and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Bapco Refining 
commented: “Receiving both 
the Five Star Award and the 
Sword of Honour sets a new 
benchmark for safety excel-
lence in Bahrain and is a tes-
tament to Bapco Refining’s 
unwavering commitment to 
the highest international 
safety standards. These 
prestigious accolades 
not only reinforce our 
leadership in health 
and safety, but also 
mark a proud achieve-
ment for the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, demonstrat-
ing our ability to meet 
and exceed global bench-
marks.”

“The Bapco Modernization 
Program industry-lead-

ing safety performance, with 
exceptionally low Total Re-
cordable Injury Frequency 
Rate (TRIFR) and Loss Time 
Injury (LTI) rates that sur-
pass the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 

(OSHA) standards, 
demonstrates 

our capa-
bil i ty  to 
d e l i v e r 
w o r l d -
c l a s s 
s a f e -

t y  o n 
complex, 
large-scale 

p ro j e c t s .” 
he added.  

Al Salam Bank wins Mobile Excellence Award 
for advanced Digital Banking Capabilities

Manama

Al Salam Bank has been 
awarded the Mobile Excel-

lence Award at the OutSystems 
ONE Executive Day UAE 2025, in 
recognition of its advanced mo-
bile banking capabilities and its 
effective use of modern digital 
platforms to deliver secure, re-
liable, and high-quality banking 
experiences for clients.

The award recognizes the 
Bank’s successful implemen-
tation of the OutSystems plat-
form across its mobile banking 
channels, reflecting its ability 
to design, deploy, and scale dig-
ital solutions efficiently while 
maintaining strong standards of 
security, governance, and oper-
ational resilience.

Al Salam Bank’s mobile bank-
ing application offers clients a 
comprehensive and intuitive 
digital experience, enabling 
them to manage their banking 
needs seamlessly anytime and 
anywhere. Key features include 

instant account access, fund 
transfers, bill payments, card 
management, financing appli-
cations, real-time transaction 

tracking, and enhanced security 
controls, all delivered through a 
streamlined and user-friendly 
interface.

This recognition underscores 
Al Salam Bank’s broader digi-
tal strategy, which focuses on 
strengthening its mobile and dig-

ital banking capabilities through 
agile technology platforms, da-
ta-led decision-making, and con-
tinuous improvement. The Bank 
is also cultivating a Citizen De-
veloper ecosystem, empowering 
business and technology teams 
to collaboratively design and 
enhance digital solutions using 
governed low-code platforms. 
This approach accelerates inno-
vation, shortens time-to-market, 
and ensures that digital capabil-
ities remain closely aligned with 
client and business needs. By 
adopting modern development 
approaches, intelligent automa-
tion, and a controlled Citizen 
Developer model, the Bank has 
enhanced its ability to introduce 
new features efficiently while 
maintaining robust security, 
compliance, and governance 
standards.

Hosted by OutSystems, the 
ONE Executive Day UAE con-
vened senior executives, tech-
nology leaders, and industry ex-
perts to explore emerging trends 

in digital transformation and 
the alignment between business 
objectives and technology exe-
cution. At the event, Mohammed 
AlShehabi, Head of Innovation 
at Al Salam Bank, represented 
the Bank in a panel discussion 
titled “The Role of AI and Low-
Code in Accelerating Digital 
Transformation and Driving 
Innovation.”

Commenting on the recog-
nition, Mohammed AlShehabi, 
Head of Innovation at Al Salam 
Bank said: “This award reflects 
the disciplined execution of our 
digital strategy and our focus on 
building practical, secure, and 
client-centric mobile banking 
solutions. Our mobile banking 
application continues to evolve 
to meet clients’ daily banking 
needs, combining ease of use 
with strong security and relia-
bility. We remain committed to 
enhancing our digital channels 
in ways that deliver real value 
and support our clients’ chang-
ing expectations.”

Batelco by Beyon, 
Cisco sign deal

• To Modernise Core 
Network Infrastructure 

Manama

Batelco by Beyon, has signed 
an agreement with Cisco 

to modernize its IP Back-
bone infrastructure. Batel-
co Chief Technology Officer 
Rashid Mohammed and Cisco 
Managing Director for Ser-
vice Providers, MEA, Zayan 
Sadek, signed the agreement 
in the presence of Batelco CEO 
Maitham Abdulla and senior 
executives from both compa-
nies during a meeting held at 
the Beyon Campus in Hamala, 
Bahrain. 

Through this collaboration, 
Cisco will provide cutting edge 
networking capabilities with 
advanced routing, automa-
tion, and intelligent assurance 
& monitoring tools. Batelco 
aims to boost network per-
formance and deliver faster, 
more resilient connectivity, 
improving the experience of 
Batelco’s Mobile, Fixed and 
Enterprise customers across 
the Kingdom.

This upgrade also estab-
lishes a robust foundation for 
AI-driven network operations, 
with the intention of achiev-
ing greater intelligence, auto-
mation, and efficiency. These 

enhancements will empower 
Batelco to deliver improved 
service quality and the agility 
to support 5G-Advanced, 6G 
readiness, IoT, network slic-
ing, and cloud-native service 
delivery, helping to support 
Bahrain’s digital transforma-
tion goals.

Batelco Chief Technology 
Officer Rashid Mohammed 
said: “Our collaboration with 
Cisco marks a major step for-
ward in Batelco’s network 
evolution strategy. We are 
modernising our IP backbone 
to ensure it is future-ready, 
capable of supporting intelli-
gent, AI-powered digital ser-
vices that will shape the next 
phase of connectivity across 
Bahrain. It will enable us to 
deliver faster, more reliable, 
and more intelligent services 
to our customers while help-
ing to advance Bahrain’s na-
tional digital ambitions.” Cisco 
Managing Director for Service 
Providers, MEA, Zayan Sadek, 
commented, “We are proud 
to collaborate with Batelco to 
deliver cutting-edge technol-
ogies that aim to empower the 
digital future. Through this 
collaboration, we are helping 
Batelco evolve its network 
with automation and intel-
ligence at its core, with the 
intention of providing greater 
operational efficiency, scala-
bility, and innovation.”

Dr. Abdulrahman 
Jawahery, Managing 
Director of Bapco 
Energies

Bapco Refining received the Five Star Award for Occupational Health and 
Safety and the coveted Sword of Honour award

Bapco Refining Receices Economic Operator Certificate



India inaugurates emergency bridge in cyclone-hit Sri Lanka
TDT | Agencies

India on Tuesday inaugu-
rated a 120-foot dual car-

riageway Bailey Bridge in 
Sri Lanka’s northern Kilin-
ochchi District, underscor-
ing New Delhi’s role as a key 
partner in the island nation’s 
post-cyclone recovery ef-
forts.

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar joined Sri Lan-
kan President Anura Kuma-
ra Dissanayake and Foreign 
Minister Vijitha Herath at 
the opening ceremony in the 
Northern Province, one of 
the areas worst affected by 
Cyclone Ditwah. Jaishankar 
said the 110-tonne bridge had 
been airlifted from India and 
installed under Operation 

Sagar Bandhu, India’s emer-
gency response initiative.

The bridge inaugura-
tion came as Jaishankar 
announced that India has 
proposed a comprehensive 
assistance package worth 
450 million dollars to sup-
port Sri Lanka’s longer-term 
reconstruction following 
the cyclone. The proposal 
follows the completion of 
the immediate humanitari-
an phase of Operation Sagar  
Bandhu.

Speaking in Colombo as a 
special envoy of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Jais-
hankar said India’s support 
reflected its commitment as 
a first responder. He noted 
that the initial relief opera-
tion delivered around 1,100 

tonnes of aid, including about 
14.5 tonnes of medicines and 
medical equipment.

Jaishankar said the pro-
posed package would com-
prise 350 million dollars in 
concessional credit and 100 
million dollars in grants, and 
is being finalised in close 
consultation with the Sri 
Lankan government to pri-
oritise critical infrastructure 
and recovery needs.

The initiative reinforc-
es India’s “Neighbourhood 
First” policy and its stated 
aim of supporting Sri Lan-
ka’s stability and rebuilding 
efforts. Jaishankar arrived in 
Colombo on Monday evening 
and was received by Deputy 
Tourism Minister Ruwan Ra-
nasinghe.

Bethlehem celebrates first festive Christmas since Gaza war
AFP | Bethlehem

Scouts marched under a clear 
blue sky in Bethlehem yes-

terday, as the Palestinian city 
emerged from the shadow of the 
war in Gaza to celebrate its first 
festive Christmas in more than 
two years.

Throughout the Gaza war that 
began with Hamas’s attack on 
Israel in October 2023, a sombre 
tone marked Chistmases in Beth-
lehem, the biblical birthplace of 
Jesus Christ.

But yesterday, celebrations 
were in full swing again in the 
occupied West Bank city, as a 
fragile truce held in the Gaza 
Strip where hundreds of thou-
sands of people face the winter 
living in makeshift tents.

In the Vatican, Pope Leo 
XIV was due to deliver his first 
Christmas Mass at 2030 GMT at 
Saint Peter’s Basilica, after he 
called for “24 hours of peace in 
the whole world”.

The US pontiff was elected by 
fellow cardinals in May following 

the death of Pope Francis.
He has a more discreet and 

conciliatory style than his char-
ismatic predecessor, but Leo has 
followed in Francis’s footsteps on 
key issues like immigration and 
social justice.

Across the world, families be-

gan gathering to mark Christ-
mas Eve and millions of children 
everywhere waited eagerly for 
their gifts to be delivered.

 ‘Full of joy’ 
In Bethlehem, the sound of 

drums and bagpipes playing 

renditions of popular Christmas 
carols filled the air, as Christians 
young and old made their way 
down to the city’s central Man-
ger Square.

“Today is full of joy because 
we haven’t been able to cele-
brate because of the war,” said 
Milagros Anstas, 17, dressed in 
the yellow and blue uniforms 
of Bethlehem’s Salesian scout  
group.

Hundreds of people took part 
in the parade down Bethlehem’s 
narrow Star Street.

A dense crowd massed in Man-
ger Square, while a handful of 
spectators peered from the bal-
conies of the municipality build-
ing to get a view of the festivities 
below.

A towering Christmas tree cov-
ered with red and gold baubles 
sparkled next to the Church of 
the Nativity.

The basilica dates back to the 
fourth Century and was built on 
top of a grotto where Christians 
believe Jesus was born more 
than 2,000 years ago.

ISRO’s record launch 
boosts space ambitions
Heavy-lift mission underlines India’s growing role in global satellite markets

• Heaviest payload 
launched from India

• US-built satellite 
deployed successfully

• Modified LVM3 
rocket used

AFP | New Delhi

India’s space agency launched 
its heaviest ever payload yes-
terday, with Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi calling the de-
ployment “a significant stride” 
for the space sector.

The LVM3-M6 rocket launched 
the US-built AST SpaceMobile 
communications satellite into 
low-Earth orbit.

The Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) said it was the 
“heaviest payload to be launched 
from Indian soil”.

The launch is a boost for 
India’s ambitious space pro-
gramme, with plans for an un-
crewed orbital mission and hu-
man spaceflight in the coming 
years.

The satellite, weighing 6,100 
kilograms (13,448 pounds), 
was launched on a modified 
version of a rocket that India 
plans to use for its future space  
missions.

India is vying for a larger slice 
of the booming commercial sat-
ellite business as phone, inter-
net and other companies seek 
expanded and more high-end 
communications.

Modi said the launch marked 
“a proud milestone in India’s 
space journey”.

“It strengthens India’s heavy-

lift launch capability and rein-
forces our growing role in the 
global commercial launch mar-
ket,” he said in a statement.

Earlier this year, ISRO launched 
the CMS-03 communication sat-
ellite, which weighs about 4,410 

kilograms.
For these heavy launches, In-

dia has deployed an upgraded 
version of the rocket it used to 
send an unmanned craft to the 
Moon in August 2023.

The world’s most populous 
nation has flexed its spacefar-
ing ambitions in the last decade 
with its space programme grow-
ing considerably, and rivalling 
the achievements of established 
powers at a much cheaper price 
tag.

It has said it plans to launch 
an uncrewed orbital mission be-
fore its first human spaceflight 
in 2027.

Modi has also announced 
plans to send an astronaut to the 
Moon by 2040.

SANTA CLAUS HAS THE RIGHT IDEA 
- VISIT PEOPLE ONLY ONCE A YEAR
VICTOR BORGE
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Wishing you joyful 
holidays filled with 

peace, serenity and cher-
ished moments. Happy 
Christmas! Joyeux Noël!

@eucopresident

From my family to 
yours, I wish you a 

very happy Christmas. 
This is a time to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus Christ, 
the Christmas story, and 
the Christian values that 
define it. Let’s look for-
ward and celebrate the joy 
and hope that Christmas 
brings.

@Keir_Starmer

Thousands of mem-
bers of the @Cana-

dianForces are spending 
Christmas away from 
home – standing on guard 
for our freedoms, and 
those of our allies. In this 
increasingly dangerous 
and divided world, we 
are ever more grateful for 
your service and sacrifice. 
Merry Christmas.

@MarkJCarney

@realDonaldTrump 
has sanctioned my 

former colleague @Thier-
ryBreton and other Euro-
peans for wanting to apply 
EU legislation on monitor-
ing the quality of infor-
mation. I fully reject this 
decision and express all 
my solidarity with them.

@JosepBorrellF

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Two police officers were 
killed an overnight explosion 
in Moscow that occurred when 

they tried to stop a suspicious person, 
Russia’s Investigative Committee said 
in a statement yesterday. “An explosive 
device was triggered” as the officers 
approached the suspect who was near their 
service vehicle, the statement said. The blast 
occurred close to the site where a Russian 
general was killed earlier this week.

 u Turkish authorities 
found the cockpit voice 
recorder and black box 
from a private jet that crashed 
yesterday killing the head of 
Libya’s armed forces and his 
four aides. The Falcon 50 aircraft 
requested an emergency landing 
because of electrical failure minutes 
after it took off from the Turkish 
capital Ankara, but contact was 
lost, Turkish officials said. The plane was returning to Tripoli. The wreckage was 
located by Turkish security personnel in the Haymana district near Ankara.

 u El Salvador’s leader 
Nayib Bukele on Tuesday 
defended a huge prison 

that has become key to deportations 
from the United States under 
President Donald Trump, after drawing 
criticism for alleged rights abuses. The 
Terrorism Confinement Center (CECOT) 
is a maximum security facility lauded 
by Bukele as part of his attempts to rid 
the Central American country of prolific 
narco-gangs. US broadcaster CBS News 

had been due to air an investigation Sunday about alleged abuses at CECOT on 
its flagship “60 Minutes” program, but it was pulled at the last minute, leading to 
accusations of political meddling.

Two police officers killed in 
Moscow explosion: Investigators

El Salvador defends mega-
prison key to Trump deportations

Black box recovered from 
Libyan general’s crashed plane

North Korean POWs in Ukraine 
seeking ‘new life’ in South

AFP | Seoul

Two North Korean pris-
oners of war held by 

Ukraine have said they hope 
to start a “new life” in South 
Korea, according to a letter  
yesterday.

Previous reports have indi-
cated that the two men, held 
captive by Kyiv since January 
after sustaining injuries on the 
battlefield, were seeking to 
defect to the South.

But the letter represents the 
first time the two of them have 
said so in their own words.

“Thanks to the support of 
the South Korean people, new 
dreams and aspirations have 
begun to take root,” the two 
soldiers wrote in a letter dated 
late October to a Seoul-based 
rights group which shared it 
with AFP this week.

North Korea has sent thou-
sands of troops to support Rus-
sia’s nearly four-year invasion 
of Ukraine, according to South 
Korean and Western intelli-
gence agencies.

At least 600 have died and 
thousands more have sus-
tained injuries, according to 

South Korean estimates.
Analysts say North Korea is 

receiving financial aid, mili-
tary technology and food and 
energy supplies from Russia 
in return.

North Korean soldiers are 
instructed to kill themselves 
rather than be taken prisoner, 
according to South Korea’s in-
telligence service.

In the letter, the two prison-
ers thanked those working on 
their behalf “for encouraging 
us and seeing this situation not 
as a tragedy but as the begin-
ning of a new life”.

“We firmly believe that 
we are never alone, and we 
think of those in South Ko-
rea as our own parents and 
siblings and have decided to 
go into their embrace,” they  
wrote.

The letter is signed by the 
two soldiers, whose names 
were asked to withhold to pro-
tect their safety.

Under South Korea’s consti-
tution, all Koreans -- including 
those in the North -- are con-
sidered citizens, and Seoul has 
said this applies to any troops 
captured in Ukraine.

1 800 1066 1741
The first Christmas 
according to calendar-
maker and Eastern Roman 
monk Dionysius Exiguus

Pope Leo III crowns 
Charles the Great 
(Charlemagne) Holy 
Roman Emperor

William the Conqueror is 
crowned King of England at 
Westminster Abbey, completing 
the Norman Conquest of England

Astronomer Anders Celsius 
introduces the Celsius 
temperature scale, which now 

bears his name

The 6,100-kilogram 
AST SpaceMobile 

satellite is the 
heaviest ever 

launched from Indian 
soil, significantly 

surpassing the 
4,410-kilogram record 

set by the CMS-03 
satellite earlier this 

year
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Ukraine gains concessions 
in new US plan to end war
New draft plan drops key Russian demands, but major territorial issues remain unresolved

• Ukraine reveals 
revised US peace draft

• Plan removes 
NATO membership 
renunciation clause

• No immediate land 
withdrawal required

• Moscow yet to 
accept new terms

• Zelensky says some 
points are unacceptable

AFP | Washington

Ukraine won some conces-
sions in the latest version 
of a US-led draft plan to 

end the Russian invasion, re-
vealed by President Volodymyr 
Zelensky, though key questions 
remain over territory and wheth-
er Moscow could accept the new 
terms.

The 20-point plan, agreed on 
by US and Ukrainian negotiators, 
was being reviewed by Moscow, 
but the Kremlin is unlikely to 
abandon its hardline territorial 
demands for full Ukrainian with-
drawal from the east.

Zelensky also conceded there 
are some points in the document 
that he does not like.

But Kyiv has succeeded in re-
moving immediate requirements 
for Ukraine to withdraw from 
the Donetsk region or that land 
seized by Moscow’s army would 
be recognised as Russian.

It also got rid of demands that 
Kyiv must legally renounce its 
bid for NATO membership.

And though it is not prescribed 
in the document, the proposal 
still paves the way for Ukraine 
to pull some troops back, includ-
ing from the 20 percent of the 

Donetsk region that it controls, 
where demilitarised zones would 
be established.

Zelensky presented the plan 
during a two-hour briefing with 

journalists, reading from a high-
lighted and annotated version.

“In the Donetsk, Lugansk, 
Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson re-
gions, the line of troop deploy-
ment as of the date of this agree-
ment is de facto recognised as 
the line of contact,” Zelensky 
said of the latest version.

“A working group will convene 
to determine the redeployment 
of forces necessary to end the 
conflict, as well as to define the 
parameters of potential future 
special economic zones,” he add-
ed.

This appears to suggest the 
plan opens the way for, but de-
lays, options that Ukraine was 
previously reluctant to consider 
-- a withdrawal of troops and the 
creation of demilitarised zones.

“We are in a situation where 
the Russians want us to with-
draw from the Donetsk region, 
while the Americans are trying to 
find a way,” Zelensky said.

“They are looking for a de-

militarised zone or a free eco-
nomic zone, meaning a format 
that could satisfy both sides,” he 
continued.

 NATO, land, nuclear plant 
US President Trump is pushing 

Moscow and Kyiv to agree to end 
the four-year war, triggered by 
Russia’s 2022 invasion.

Tens of thousands have been 

killed, eastern Ukraine decimat-
ed and millions forced to flee 
their homes.

Russian troops are advancing 
on the front and hammering cit-
ies and Ukraine’s energy grid 
with nightly missile and drone 
barrages.

Moscow in 2022 claimed to 
have annexed four Ukrainian 
regions -- Donetsk, Kherson, Lu-
gansk and Zaporizhzhia -- in ad-
dition to the Crimean peninsula 
which it seized in 2014.

In Moscow, President Vladimir 
Putin has shown no willingness 
to compromise, doubling down 
on his hardline demands for a 
sweeping Ukrainian withdrawal 
and a string of political conces-
sions that Kyiv and its European 
backers have previously cast as 
capitulation.

But Zelensky has admitted that 
it could be forced to give in to 
some demands, particularly on 
territory, or it could face losing 
Washington’s vital military sup-
port.

Any plan that involves Ukraine 
pulling back its troops would 
need to pass a referendum in 
Ukraine, Zelensky said.

“A free economic zone. If we 
are discussing this, then we need 
to go to a referendum,” Zelensky 
said.

On NATO, Zelensky said: “It 
is the choice of NATO members 
whether to have Ukraine or not. 
Our choice has been made. We 
moved away from the proposed 
changes to the Constitution of 
Ukraine that would have pro-
hibited Ukraine from joining  
NATO.”

Nevertheless, the prospects of 
Ukraine being admitted to the 
bloc appear slim-to-none, as it 
has been ruled out by Washing-
ton.

Moscow has repeatedly said 
NATO membership for Ukraine 
is unacceptable, presenting it as 
one of the reasons it invaded in 
the first place.

We are in a situation 
where the Russians want 

us to withdraw from 
the Donetsk region, 
while the Americans 

are trying to find a way. 
They are looking for a 
demilitarised zone or 
a free economic zone, 

meaning a format that 
could satisfy both sides

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

Zelensky revealed 
details by reading 

aloud from a 
highlighted, annotated 

copy of the peace 
draft during a 

two-hour briefing 
with journalists, 

underscoring Kyiv’s 
cautious but tactical 

acceptance of the 
proposal

KNOW WHAT

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky during a meeting with journalists in Kyiv

The 120-foot bailey bridge installed by India in Sri Lanka’s Kilinochchi District

ISRO’s launch vehicle LVM3-M6 lifting off from the launch pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota

A proud milestone in 
India’s space journey. 
It strengthens India’s 

heavy-lift launch 
capability and reinforces 

our growing role in 
the global commercial 

launch market
NARENDRA MODI

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un welcoming soldiers from the Korean 
People’s Army’s 528th Regiment of Engineers, which returned from an 
overseas deployment in Russia’s Kursk region

Members of the scouting movement march during Christmas eve celebrations at 
the Manger Square outside the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem



India inaugurates emergency bridge in cyclone-hit Sri Lanka
TDT | Agencies

India on Tuesday inaugu-
rated a 120-foot dual car-

riageway Bailey Bridge in 
Sri Lanka’s northern Kilin-
ochchi District, underscor-
ing New Delhi’s role as a key 
partner in the island nation’s 
post-cyclone recovery ef-
forts.

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar joined Sri Lan-
kan President Anura Kuma-
ra Dissanayake and Foreign 
Minister Vijitha Herath at 
the opening ceremony in the 
Northern Province, one of 
the areas worst affected by 
Cyclone Ditwah. Jaishankar 
said the 110-tonne bridge had 
been airlifted from India and 
installed under Operation 

Sagar Bandhu, India’s emer-
gency response initiative.

The bridge inaugura-
tion came as Jaishankar 
announced that India has 
proposed a comprehensive 
assistance package worth 
450 million dollars to sup-
port Sri Lanka’s longer-term 
reconstruction following 
the cyclone. The proposal 
follows the completion of 
the immediate humanitari-
an phase of Operation Sagar  
Bandhu.

Speaking in Colombo as a 
special envoy of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Jais-
hankar said India’s support 
reflected its commitment as 
a first responder. He noted 
that the initial relief opera-
tion delivered around 1,100 

tonnes of aid, including about 
14.5 tonnes of medicines and 
medical equipment.

Jaishankar said the pro-
posed package would com-
prise 350 million dollars in 
concessional credit and 100 
million dollars in grants, and 
is being finalised in close 
consultation with the Sri 
Lankan government to pri-
oritise critical infrastructure 
and recovery needs.

The initiative reinforc-
es India’s “Neighbourhood 
First” policy and its stated 
aim of supporting Sri Lan-
ka’s stability and rebuilding 
efforts. Jaishankar arrived in 
Colombo on Monday evening 
and was received by Deputy 
Tourism Minister Ruwan Ra-
nasinghe.

Bethlehem celebrates first festive Christmas since Gaza war
AFP | Bethlehem

Scouts marched under a clear 
blue sky in Bethlehem yes-

terday, as the Palestinian city 
emerged from the shadow of the 
war in Gaza to celebrate its first 
festive Christmas in more than 
two years.

Throughout the Gaza war that 
began with Hamas’s attack on 
Israel in October 2023, a sombre 
tone marked Chistmases in Beth-
lehem, the biblical birthplace of 
Jesus Christ.

But yesterday, celebrations 
were in full swing again in the 
occupied West Bank city, as a 
fragile truce held in the Gaza 
Strip where hundreds of thou-
sands of people face the winter 
living in makeshift tents.

In the Vatican, Pope Leo 
XIV was due to deliver his first 
Christmas Mass at 2030 GMT at 
Saint Peter’s Basilica, after he 
called for “24 hours of peace in 
the whole world”.

The US pontiff was elected by 
fellow cardinals in May following 

the death of Pope Francis.
He has a more discreet and 

conciliatory style than his char-
ismatic predecessor, but Leo has 
followed in Francis’s footsteps on 
key issues like immigration and 
social justice.

Across the world, families be-

gan gathering to mark Christ-
mas Eve and millions of children 
everywhere waited eagerly for 
their gifts to be delivered.

 ‘Full of joy’ 
In Bethlehem, the sound of 

drums and bagpipes playing 

renditions of popular Christmas 
carols filled the air, as Christians 
young and old made their way 
down to the city’s central Man-
ger Square.

“Today is full of joy because 
we haven’t been able to cele-
brate because of the war,” said 
Milagros Anstas, 17, dressed in 
the yellow and blue uniforms 
of Bethlehem’s Salesian scout  
group.

Hundreds of people took part 
in the parade down Bethlehem’s 
narrow Star Street.

A dense crowd massed in Man-
ger Square, while a handful of 
spectators peered from the bal-
conies of the municipality build-
ing to get a view of the festivities 
below.

A towering Christmas tree cov-
ered with red and gold baubles 
sparkled next to the Church of 
the Nativity.

The basilica dates back to the 
fourth Century and was built on 
top of a grotto where Christians 
believe Jesus was born more 
than 2,000 years ago.

ISRO’s record launch 
boosts space ambitions
Heavy-lift mission underlines India’s growing role in global satellite markets

• Heaviest payload 
launched from India

• US-built satellite 
deployed successfully

• Modified LVM3 
rocket used

AFP | New Delhi

India’s space agency launched 
its heaviest ever payload yes-
terday, with Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi calling the de-
ployment “a significant stride” 
for the space sector.

The LVM3-M6 rocket launched 
the US-built AST SpaceMobile 
communications satellite into 
low-Earth orbit.

The Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) said it was the 
“heaviest payload to be launched 
from Indian soil”.

The launch is a boost for 
India’s ambitious space pro-
gramme, with plans for an un-
crewed orbital mission and hu-
man spaceflight in the coming 
years.

The satellite, weighing 6,100 
kilograms (13,448 pounds), 
was launched on a modified 
version of a rocket that India 
plans to use for its future space  
missions.

India is vying for a larger slice 
of the booming commercial sat-
ellite business as phone, inter-
net and other companies seek 
expanded and more high-end 
communications.

Modi said the launch marked 
“a proud milestone in India’s 
space journey”.

“It strengthens India’s heavy-

lift launch capability and rein-
forces our growing role in the 
global commercial launch mar-
ket,” he said in a statement.

Earlier this year, ISRO launched 
the CMS-03 communication sat-
ellite, which weighs about 4,410 

kilograms.
For these heavy launches, In-

dia has deployed an upgraded 
version of the rocket it used to 
send an unmanned craft to the 
Moon in August 2023.

The world’s most populous 
nation has flexed its spacefar-
ing ambitions in the last decade 
with its space programme grow-
ing considerably, and rivalling 
the achievements of established 
powers at a much cheaper price 
tag.

It has said it plans to launch 
an uncrewed orbital mission be-
fore its first human spaceflight 
in 2027.

Modi has also announced 
plans to send an astronaut to the 
Moon by 2040.

SANTA CLAUS HAS THE RIGHT IDEA 
- VISIT PEOPLE ONLY ONCE A YEAR
VICTOR BORGE
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Wishing you joyful 
holidays filled with 

peace, serenity and cher-
ished moments. Happy 
Christmas! Joyeux Noël!

@eucopresident

From my family to 
yours, I wish you a 

very happy Christmas. 
This is a time to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus Christ, 
the Christmas story, and 
the Christian values that 
define it. Let’s look for-
ward and celebrate the joy 
and hope that Christmas 
brings.

@Keir_Starmer

Thousands of mem-
bers of the @Cana-

dianForces are spending 
Christmas away from 
home – standing on guard 
for our freedoms, and 
those of our allies. In this 
increasingly dangerous 
and divided world, we 
are ever more grateful for 
your service and sacrifice. 
Merry Christmas.

@MarkJCarney

@realDonaldTrump 
has sanctioned my 

former colleague @Thier-
ryBreton and other Euro-
peans for wanting to apply 
EU legislation on monitor-
ing the quality of infor-
mation. I fully reject this 
decision and express all 
my solidarity with them.

@JosepBorrellF

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Two police officers were 
killed an overnight explosion 
in Moscow that occurred when 

they tried to stop a suspicious person, 
Russia’s Investigative Committee said 
in a statement yesterday. “An explosive 
device was triggered” as the officers 
approached the suspect who was near their 
service vehicle, the statement said. The blast 
occurred close to the site where a Russian 
general was killed earlier this week.

 u Turkish authorities 
found the cockpit voice 
recorder and black box 
from a private jet that crashed 
yesterday killing the head of 
Libya’s armed forces and his 
four aides. The Falcon 50 aircraft 
requested an emergency landing 
because of electrical failure minutes 
after it took off from the Turkish 
capital Ankara, but contact was 
lost, Turkish officials said. The plane was returning to Tripoli. The wreckage was 
located by Turkish security personnel in the Haymana district near Ankara.

 u El Salvador’s leader 
Nayib Bukele on Tuesday 
defended a huge prison 

that has become key to deportations 
from the United States under 
President Donald Trump, after drawing 
criticism for alleged rights abuses. The 
Terrorism Confinement Center (CECOT) 
is a maximum security facility lauded 
by Bukele as part of his attempts to rid 
the Central American country of prolific 
narco-gangs. US broadcaster CBS News 

had been due to air an investigation Sunday about alleged abuses at CECOT on 
its flagship “60 Minutes” program, but it was pulled at the last minute, leading to 
accusations of political meddling.

Two police officers killed in 
Moscow explosion: Investigators

El Salvador defends mega-
prison key to Trump deportations

Black box recovered from 
Libyan general’s crashed plane

North Korean POWs in Ukraine 
seeking ‘new life’ in South

AFP | Seoul

Two North Korean pris-
oners of war held by 

Ukraine have said they hope 
to start a “new life” in South 
Korea, according to a letter  
yesterday.

Previous reports have indi-
cated that the two men, held 
captive by Kyiv since January 
after sustaining injuries on the 
battlefield, were seeking to 
defect to the South.

But the letter represents the 
first time the two of them have 
said so in their own words.

“Thanks to the support of 
the South Korean people, new 
dreams and aspirations have 
begun to take root,” the two 
soldiers wrote in a letter dated 
late October to a Seoul-based 
rights group which shared it 
with AFP this week.

North Korea has sent thou-
sands of troops to support Rus-
sia’s nearly four-year invasion 
of Ukraine, according to South 
Korean and Western intelli-
gence agencies.

At least 600 have died and 
thousands more have sus-
tained injuries, according to 

South Korean estimates.
Analysts say North Korea is 

receiving financial aid, mili-
tary technology and food and 
energy supplies from Russia 
in return.

North Korean soldiers are 
instructed to kill themselves 
rather than be taken prisoner, 
according to South Korea’s in-
telligence service.

In the letter, the two prison-
ers thanked those working on 
their behalf “for encouraging 
us and seeing this situation not 
as a tragedy but as the begin-
ning of a new life”.

“We firmly believe that 
we are never alone, and we 
think of those in South Ko-
rea as our own parents and 
siblings and have decided to 
go into their embrace,” they  
wrote.

The letter is signed by the 
two soldiers, whose names 
were asked to withhold to pro-
tect their safety.

Under South Korea’s consti-
tution, all Koreans -- including 
those in the North -- are con-
sidered citizens, and Seoul has 
said this applies to any troops 
captured in Ukraine.

1 800 1066 1741
The first Christmas 
according to calendar-
maker and Eastern Roman 
monk Dionysius Exiguus

Pope Leo III crowns 
Charles the Great 
(Charlemagne) Holy 
Roman Emperor

William the Conqueror is 
crowned King of England at 
Westminster Abbey, completing 
the Norman Conquest of England

Astronomer Anders Celsius 
introduces the Celsius 
temperature scale, which now 

bears his name

The 6,100-kilogram 
AST SpaceMobile 

satellite is the 
heaviest ever 

launched from Indian 
soil, significantly 

surpassing the 
4,410-kilogram record 

set by the CMS-03 
satellite earlier this 

year
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Ukraine gains concessions 
in new US plan to end war
New draft plan drops key Russian demands, but major territorial issues remain unresolved

• Ukraine reveals 
revised US peace draft

• Plan removes 
NATO membership 
renunciation clause

• No immediate land 
withdrawal required

• Moscow yet to 
accept new terms

• Zelensky says some 
points are unacceptable

AFP | Washington

Ukraine won some conces-
sions in the latest version 
of a US-led draft plan to 

end the Russian invasion, re-
vealed by President Volodymyr 
Zelensky, though key questions 
remain over territory and wheth-
er Moscow could accept the new 
terms.

The 20-point plan, agreed on 
by US and Ukrainian negotiators, 
was being reviewed by Moscow, 
but the Kremlin is unlikely to 
abandon its hardline territorial 
demands for full Ukrainian with-
drawal from the east.

Zelensky also conceded there 
are some points in the document 
that he does not like.

But Kyiv has succeeded in re-
moving immediate requirements 
for Ukraine to withdraw from 
the Donetsk region or that land 
seized by Moscow’s army would 
be recognised as Russian.

It also got rid of demands that 
Kyiv must legally renounce its 
bid for NATO membership.

And though it is not prescribed 
in the document, the proposal 
still paves the way for Ukraine 
to pull some troops back, includ-
ing from the 20 percent of the 

Donetsk region that it controls, 
where demilitarised zones would 
be established.

Zelensky presented the plan 
during a two-hour briefing with 

journalists, reading from a high-
lighted and annotated version.

“In the Donetsk, Lugansk, 
Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson re-
gions, the line of troop deploy-
ment as of the date of this agree-
ment is de facto recognised as 
the line of contact,” Zelensky 
said of the latest version.

“A working group will convene 
to determine the redeployment 
of forces necessary to end the 
conflict, as well as to define the 
parameters of potential future 
special economic zones,” he add-
ed.

This appears to suggest the 
plan opens the way for, but de-
lays, options that Ukraine was 
previously reluctant to consider 
-- a withdrawal of troops and the 
creation of demilitarised zones.

“We are in a situation where 
the Russians want us to with-
draw from the Donetsk region, 
while the Americans are trying to 
find a way,” Zelensky said.

“They are looking for a de-

militarised zone or a free eco-
nomic zone, meaning a format 
that could satisfy both sides,” he 
continued.

 NATO, land, nuclear plant 
US President Trump is pushing 

Moscow and Kyiv to agree to end 
the four-year war, triggered by 
Russia’s 2022 invasion.

Tens of thousands have been 

killed, eastern Ukraine decimat-
ed and millions forced to flee 
their homes.

Russian troops are advancing 
on the front and hammering cit-
ies and Ukraine’s energy grid 
with nightly missile and drone 
barrages.

Moscow in 2022 claimed to 
have annexed four Ukrainian 
regions -- Donetsk, Kherson, Lu-
gansk and Zaporizhzhia -- in ad-
dition to the Crimean peninsula 
which it seized in 2014.

In Moscow, President Vladimir 
Putin has shown no willingness 
to compromise, doubling down 
on his hardline demands for a 
sweeping Ukrainian withdrawal 
and a string of political conces-
sions that Kyiv and its European 
backers have previously cast as 
capitulation.

But Zelensky has admitted that 
it could be forced to give in to 
some demands, particularly on 
territory, or it could face losing 
Washington’s vital military sup-
port.

Any plan that involves Ukraine 
pulling back its troops would 
need to pass a referendum in 
Ukraine, Zelensky said.

“A free economic zone. If we 
are discussing this, then we need 
to go to a referendum,” Zelensky 
said.

On NATO, Zelensky said: “It 
is the choice of NATO members 
whether to have Ukraine or not. 
Our choice has been made. We 
moved away from the proposed 
changes to the Constitution of 
Ukraine that would have pro-
hibited Ukraine from joining  
NATO.”

Nevertheless, the prospects of 
Ukraine being admitted to the 
bloc appear slim-to-none, as it 
has been ruled out by Washing-
ton.

Moscow has repeatedly said 
NATO membership for Ukraine 
is unacceptable, presenting it as 
one of the reasons it invaded in 
the first place.

We are in a situation 
where the Russians want 

us to withdraw from 
the Donetsk region, 
while the Americans 

are trying to find a way. 
They are looking for a 
demilitarised zone or 
a free economic zone, 

meaning a format that 
could satisfy both sides

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

Zelensky revealed 
details by reading 

aloud from a 
highlighted, annotated 

copy of the peace 
draft during a 

two-hour briefing 
with journalists, 

underscoring Kyiv’s 
cautious but tactical 

acceptance of the 
proposal

KNOW WHAT

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky during a meeting with journalists in Kyiv

The 120-foot bailey bridge installed by India in Sri Lanka’s Kilinochchi District

ISRO’s launch vehicle LVM3-M6 lifting off from the launch pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota

A proud milestone in 
India’s space journey. 
It strengthens India’s 

heavy-lift launch 
capability and reinforces 

our growing role in 
the global commercial 

launch market
NARENDRA MODI

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un welcoming soldiers from the Korean 
People’s Army’s 528th Regiment of Engineers, which returned from an 
overseas deployment in Russia’s Kursk region

Members of the scouting movement march during Christmas eve celebrations at 
the Manger Square outside the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem
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Nepal Embassy in Bahrain Hosts Special Session 
to Mark Second World Meditation Day
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Celebrities Grace ‘Niram 2025’ in Bahrain

The ‘Niram 2025’ cultural extravaganza, directed by Muralidharan Palliyath, was held in Manama as part of Bahrain’s National Day celebrations. Indian Ambassador Vinod K. Jacob and MP Mohamed Hussain Al Janahi graced the occasion. The event 
featured stellar performances by actor Kunchacko Boban, singer M.G. Sreekumar, Ramesh Pisharody, and Jewel Mary. Artists including Shikha, Rahman, and Meera Manoj also performed, making it a memorable night for the audience. Kunchacko 
Boban praised the event’s coordination and the massive turnout. This grand fusion of art and music provided a rich cultural experience for the expatriate community in Bahrain.

The Bahrain Mar Thoma Suvisesha Sevika Sanghom hosted ‘ZAN ZIBA MEET 2025’, an ecumenical women’s meeting at the Mar Thoma Complex, Sanad. The meeting commenced with a prayer by Very Rev. Sleeba Paul Cor Episcopa (Vicar, St. Mary’s 
Syrian Jacobite Church) and was presided over by Rev. Biju John, President of the Bahrain Mar Thoma Suvisesha Sevika Sanghom. Mrs. Suja Ashish, Secretary of the Sanghom, welcomed the attendees. The event was formally inaugurated by Rev. 
Sister Roselyn Thomas, Principal of Sacred Heart School, who also delivered an inspiring keynote address. A highlight of the meet was a psychosocial session led by Dr. Feba Percy Paul, a child psychologist from the American Mission Hospital, on the 
theme “What Makes Women Beautiful.” The gathering was  enriched by a musical evening featuring performances by women from various ecumenical churches. Distinguished clergy members, including Rev. Fr. Jacob Thomas, Rev. Aneesh Samuel, 
Rev. Mathews David, Rev. Anoop Sam, and Rev. Jacob Kalluvila, graced the occasion with their presence.

‘Devji Voice of Bahrain’ Season 1 Concludes; Winners Announced

The first season of ‘Devji Voice of Bahrain,’ a talent hunt organized by the Indian Institute for Performing Arts (IIPA) 
in collaboration with the Geetanjali Music Club, concluded with a grand finale. The event, which aimed to discover the 
finest vocal talents in the Kingdom, saw a high level of competition across various categories.  The title winners of the 
season are Ziad Elmoussa (Senior category), Charvi Surjith (Junior category), and Vivan Koshy (Sub-Junior category). 
Amira Fawzi, Arjun Raj, and Aamilah Shanavas secured the runner-up positions in their respective categories. 
Abhishek Devji graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and distributed trophies and attractive prizes to the winners. As 
part of their achievement, the title winners have been awarded an exclusive opportunity to perform on Radio Suno and 
will receive six months of free training at the IIPA.

The Good Word Society and Bahrain 
National Society hosted a joint celebration 
titled “May Your Glory Last, O Homeland” 
to commemorate Bahrain’s National Day 
and the King’s accession anniversary. The 
event featured traditional performances, 
poetry, and a productive families corner, 
with a special focus on members from the 
Muharraq House for the Care of Parents. 
Leaders Anwar Saleh Bu Hassan and Dr. 
Fatima Asiri emphasized the importance 
of national unity and loyalty to the 
Kingdom’s leadership. Muna Masoud 
highlighted the society’s goals of fostering 
volunteerism and national identity 
among youth. The celebration served as 
a platform to honor Bahrain’s regional 
and international achievements while 
renewing the community’s commitment 
to national progress and heritage 
preservation.

The Embassy of Nepal in Bahrain marked the Second World Meditation Day with a special interactive session. Organized 
at the Ambassador’s Residence in collaboration with Jeevan Vigyan, the event was led by Ambassador Tirtha Raj Wagle. 
Instructor Raju Humagain conducted guided sessions on breathing techniques and Swajagaran meditation, followed 
by discussions on holistic wellness. The Ambassador highlighted Nepal’s spiritual legacy and the global significance of 
meditation as recognized by the UN. Attended by Nepali community leaders and embassy staff, the program aimed to 
promote inner health and mental well-being among the diaspora.
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GOURMET BURGER W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOOD 
SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17001720 
or GOURMETBURGERBAH@GMAIL.
COM
AKHTAR ALI COMMUNICATION 
EQUIPMENT REPAIR W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN(COMPUTER), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37568854 or 
MIANMIANAKHTAR@GMAIL.COM
DOONAS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38788212 or ELBELIBAKRI@GMAIL.
COM
DISTRICT PHARMACY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33560613 or 
tabarak.lmra@gmail.com
MUHAMMAD USMAN ASLAM COM-
BINED FACILITIES SUPPORT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
35577620 or USMANBH69999@
GMAIL.COM
NOSHAI INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34489050 or UMAIRGULZ-
AR581@GMAIL.COM
BU HADI ELECTRONIC SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of EQUIPMENT MECHANIC, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35035134 or JUNAID-LIVE1@HOT-
MAIL.COM
ANILA ABDULMAJID INTERIOR DEC-
ORATION has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(PAINT FINISHER), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35137134 or ANILAMASOOD-
BH@GMAIL.COM
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMS-
BAHRAIN.COM
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMS-
BAHRAIN.COM
BU ABDUL SALAM GARAGE  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
GARAGE MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39454342 
or SHAKEELG8607@YAHOO.COM
AMMA BUSINESS CONSULTANCY- 
Bahraini Partnership has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE AD-
MINISTRATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262541 or 
JOJISH@GULFCOMPUTERS.IN
RUBOO AL SHAM FOR TRADING 
IN SELLING SWEETS AND FOOD 
PRODUCTS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33371333 or ALIALI3332010@
GMAIL.COM
SANAMINA VISITOR ASSISTANCE 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DATA ENTRY OPER-
ATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34690477 or FATIMAS-
AYED0327@GMAIL.COM
ABU KHALIL 786  FOR REAL ESTATE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37447677 or 
SMARTBOY620716@GMAIL.COM
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77996666 or Govern-
ment@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77996666 or Govern-
ment@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77996666 or Govern-

ment@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77996666 or Govern-
ment@mre.co
MANGUARD SECURITY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17404949 or 
SECURITY@MANGUARD.COM.BH
MAQ Marine Services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36266658 or MAQMARINE@
GMAIL.COM
HAWAA JEWELLERY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39550042 or 
AA22AA99@HOTMAIL.COM
FUTURE DESTINATION CONSULTAN-
CY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36326464 or MEPRIYAN-
KA123123@GMAIL.COM
Castillo Trading & Construction has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELEC-
TRICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17717474 or rami-
azadi1972@gmail.com
TADBEER AUTO PARTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ME-
CHANICAL HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17007118 
or ACCOUNTS@TADBEERPARTS.
COM
BAHRAIN CITY CENTER TOWERS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17811616 or BMFAQEEH@GMAIL.
COM
NEW ACCESS TYRE CENTERE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34304636 or 
SRAMBIKKALBINU@GMAIL.COM
BEYOND CATERING BOUTIQUE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17774554 or beyondcater-
ing.boutique@gmail.com
LOCATION ME CAFE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39785588 or ABUZAH-
RA993@GMAIL.COM
SHER REHMAN MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
35137133 or SHERMAINTENANCE-
BH@GMAIL.COM
AL AWAN MECANICAL WORK SHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39826402 or AL-
WANMW@GMAIL.COM
DUHA TEXTILES AND ABAYAT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33720064 or BURHAN-
M011A011@GMAIL.COM
BUGALLON SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77088490 or 
INFO28TRAVEL@GMAIL.COM
GHAUSIA PARVEEN HADAITULLAH 
HUSAIN   BAKSH (191002) has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33667325 or ECHI3968@
GMAIL.COM
YASH CAFETERIA W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39577247 or BINHAFIZ662@
GMAIL.COM
AL JEANY TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34343495 or ABDUL-
LAH33821112@GMAIL.COM
TRIPLE NINE STARS CONTRACTING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39074784 or falaksherourangzaib@
gmail.com
Real Value Contracting WLL has 

a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36767312 or INFO@REALVALUECON-
TRACTING.COM
SAID DAL 1923 RESTAURANT  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38365147 or SAID-
DAL1923BH@MASDAR.COM.KW
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17404949 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
110 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17259995 or nhbahrain@yahoo.com
ALBUSTAN ELECTRO MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTING  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17231818 or FAW-
ZI@AL-FAWZ.COM
AL MANNAI PROJECTS S P C has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17703131 or ad-
min@almannaiprojects.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
BOSS SPA AND SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36611882 or M.66661666@GMAIL.
COM
ALZAIMOOR GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SERVICEMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17553224 or zaimoorga-
rage@gmail.com
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
STEPUP ARABIA EVENTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38121202 or w.akhtar.h@
hotmail.com
Al Alwan real estate co. w.l.l has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAG-
ER (MARKETING), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34340905 or 
M_A_M180@HOTMAIL.COM
CHOCOMELT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36843013 or TARIQ.SHARIF@RITZ-
CARLTON.COM
SPARK FLY BUILDING CONTRACTING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33515042 or ALEEMALI6082233@
GMAIL.COM
NEW ISLAND CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER(FORKLIFT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39287383 or account@nicbh.com
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17224578 or INFO@JAN-
IKINGBAHRAIN.COM
ALNAIZAK TRANSPORT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 

66673333 or ALNAIZAKCARGO@
HOTMAIL.COM
GE VERNOVA SOLUTIONS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DIR, 
PROJECTS, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39909800 or mo-
hammed.alsamahiji@gevernova.com
AMBAS RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
66337880 or E_ALSABBAGH@HOT-
MAIL.COM
AMBAS RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
66337880 or E_ALSABBAGH@HOT-
MAIL.COM
ZUBAIR KEY REPAIR W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37476655 or ZUBAIR.
ZAK143@GMAIL.COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17224578 or INFO@JAN-
IKINGBAHRAIN.COM
PRO PIZZA BH W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66668266 or sales@
plus965trading.com
ROSE OF THE DESERT FOR PLANTS  
AND FLOWERS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FLORIST/FLOWER 
SETTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36680979 or ro-
seofthedesert2011@hotmail.com
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17224578 or INFO@JAN-
IKINGBAHRAIN.COM
HL.VAPE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39994590 or HL.VAPE.2024@GMAIL.
COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36767312 or INFO@RE-
ALVALUECONTRACTING.COM
Al Rabeea Dental Center Isa Town 
WLL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SPECIALISED DENTIST, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39338879 or NISARTA@GMAIL.COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36767312 or INFO@RE-
ALVALUECONTRACTING.COM
AL HELAL RECYCLING FACTORY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TECHNICIAN(ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
66696696 or namlity@gmail.com
SAAJ INTERNATIONAL TRADING CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
77060554 or sales@saajtrading.com
Al Sahel Resort B.S.C. (Closed) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17561327 or hr@
edamah.com
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
AIR COFFEE AND GAME LOUNGE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COFFEE SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66995339 or 
NOORALMQAHWI3@GMAIL.COM
TITAN COMPANY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33066011 or 
F.SALEH@TITAN-BH.COM
Prime Auto Care WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39063176 or 
primeauto.bh@gmail.com
SHAH NAWAZ SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTANTS, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33020047 or 
SHAH.VIRK2@GMAIL.COM

FRASCO SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33833439 or FRASCO.
SERVICE@GMAIL.COM
QUANTUM JOURNEYS CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33082004 or PRAVEEN.DDJL@
GMAIL.COM
SHAHEEN ELECTROMECHANICAL 
W.L.L (SEMCO) W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17813535 or 
hrd@shaheengroup.com
EGYPT LAND GENERAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34611996 or 
EGYLAND2025@GMAIL.COM
T J M ADMINSTRATIVE SERVICES 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE HELPER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33655204 or TAJAMMULKHAN40@
GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED RADHI AHMED MO-
HAMED has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17000477 or ORLEANS.GR.BH@
GMAIL.COM
GREEN OCEAN GENERAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33140088 or khaleeq@bindarwish-
perfumes.com
OPHELIA INTERIORS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33201207 or SAN-
GAMITHRAVIJAYAN99@GMAIL.COM
MAHEEN CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37418030 or 
MUQEETABDUL87PAK@GMAIL.COM
BANDASHA SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33156347 or 
MUGHEERAJUTT9812@GMAIL.COM
SARARA RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CHEF, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39905689 or AARA7791@GMAIL.
COM
MUTHAMIL CONSTRUCTION AND 
FACILITIES MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33123434 or Muthamiltradingco@
gmail.com
NAFEES PERWAIZ FACILITY SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR(INTER-
NAL WORKS), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39648698 or 
NABEEL1@LIVE.COM
FAST & FURIOUS OFFICE SUPPORT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34166900 or 
WFATHAR@YAHOO.COM
AL HASEEB A/C WORK SHOPE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33572848 or 
a.hafeez62@yahoo.com
INQLABI REAL ESTATE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37738460 or EJAZ.PAZEER.
PK.BH@GMAIL.COM
EVER GLOW SERVICES BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37560298 or 
BILALMAHBOOBRANA@GMAIL.COM
ON LINE CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17280099 or ONLINEBAHRAIN@
BATELCO.COM.BH
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SERVICE-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17345569 or YAMAMA-
HOUSE1@GMAIL.COM

DURRAT AL KHALEEJ MARINE SER-
VICES has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SCAFFOLDER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17674316 
or duratkhaleej@hotmail.com
ISHBILIA MOTORS SHOWROOM 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36722278 or ALHUDOOD4@GMAIL.
COM
STONEWELL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
MANAGER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33689986 or 
SAJJADAWAN8366@GMAIL.COM
Van Gogh Designs has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17555170 or info@van-
gogh-designs.com
AL-QAISI HONEY FOR TRADE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35546274 or 
IT1000IT100@GMAIL.COM
SMART FOX CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
32348148 or HAMZAJATT1040@
GMAIL.COM
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCE W ).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39697979 or hr@7hills-
group.com
RESTAURANT MADGHOOT AL JA-
NOOB W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36776779 or NAYEFSALMAN19@
GMAIL.COM
ALLAQ RESORT COMPANY BSC 
CLOSED SOFITEL BAHRAIN ZALLAQ 
THALA has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17631660 or ahmed@jazayani.com
MILLENIUM CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35588880 or milleniumbh183@
gmail.com
CONVSTORE MART W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32295684 or FAGISMV@
GMAIL.COM
AZAD REPAIR OF ELECTRONIC W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
REPAIRMAN (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33099463 or MDAZAD33099463@
GMAIL.COM
BRIGHT CASTLES CONTRACTING 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MACHINIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17001335 or 
BRIGHT-CASTLES@HOTMAIL.COM
ALOTHMAN & TABIAT FASHION CO. 
WLL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of STORE MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17532762 or daliaq@gmail.com
T G M CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39255393 or EKRAMUZMAN@
GMAIL.COM
EBRAHIM ALI ABDULLA ALI has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33111722 or MAJEED390908@
GMAIL.COM
BLACK STAR TRAVEL & TOURISM 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TRAVEL AGENT(TICKETING 
& RESERVATION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13693331 or 
INFO@BLACKSTAR.BH
SILVER STAR GATE LAUNDRY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LAUN-
DERER/PRESSER(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
66666432 or FAISALALSELAITI@
HOTMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM



MUBASHIR RAFIQ MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35968188 or MUBASHIRRAFIQ112@
GMAIL.COM
NISHAT FOODSTUFF W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38837951 or 
sysn7017@gmail.com
FENI RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39461263 or HKARIMI67@GMAIL.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17250078 or KEHF-
2011@HOTMAIL.COM
ALNASEEM INTERNTIONAL SCHOOL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17782000 or 
mgmt@merbati.com
FARFASHA TRADING CENTRE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39414663 or FARFASHA_10@
HOTMAIL.COM
KING KARAK CAFETERIA W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39857572 or HHASHIMPP@
GMAIL.COM
CRUMBLES CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33550228 or CRUMBLE-
SADM@GMAIL.COM
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CABIN CREW / 
FLIGHT STEWARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17337804 or 
recruitment@gulfair.com
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17250078 or KEHF-2011@
HOTMAIL.COM
DESI CHATKHARA W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34509910 or IMFAISAL1987@GMAIL.
COM
SHAZIA ASLAM MOHAMAD ASLAM 
FARZAND ALI KHAIR (189679) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33547985 
or SA165112@GMAIL.COM
RANWA STONE CONSTRACTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36361228 
or ALIJMAA16@GMAIL.COM
AL NAWRAS MANPOWER has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECRETARY, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17002240 or alnawrasmanpower-
bh@gmail.com
.LNDRY 24 W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39550063 or BADRAN.35@HOT-
MAIL.COM
ALMAHMOOD COMPANY LTD.W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17400484 or AHMED@ALMAH-
MOOD.CO
MUDEER DELIVERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37779391 or 
MUDEER.BH@GMAIL.COM
SANAMINA VISITOR ASSISTANCE 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DATA ENTRY OPER-
ATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34690477 or FATIMAS-
AYED0327@GMAIL.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CON-
TRACTS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh
TRIDEV SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33015010 or INFO28TRAVEL@
GMAIL.COM

SHAKEEL AHMAD SUPPORT SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36364710 
or VIRK.CH11@GMAIL.COM
SUPER COLOUR ADVERTISING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DESIGN-
ER(COMMERCIAL ADVERTISMENTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39636615 or SUPERCOLOR.
ADVT@GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA SALMAN KAIKSOW has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17250878 or A_KGROUP@HOTMAIL.COM
AL JABERIYA FUTURE STVLL WORK-
SHOP has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39411797 or 
JABERIYAFUTURE@HOTMAIL.COM
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17826660 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALUMICOR BAHRAIN W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17830456 or ALUMICORBH@IM-
RITEC.COM
DREAM HOME FOR AIR CONDITION-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of AIR-CONDITIONING TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39963495 or Dreambh.
home@gmail.com
SAIFUL ISLAM FOR TAILORING BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP CO has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TAILOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36157071 or SAIFUL.72727@GMAIL.
COM
EXPERTS HOUSE TRADING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17630998 or 
EXPERTS1@BATELCO.COM.BH
MARTINIZING LAUNDRY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MAN-
AGER (LAUNDRY), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17297676 or 
HR@AZCSBH.COM
THC FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR OF MAINTENANCE, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
77225050 or satish@cinqo-me.com
KHAMAH BEAUTY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39266204 or SAEEDA306S@ICLOUD.
COM
H ALDHAEN BOATS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of UPHOL-
STERER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36555845 or HR@ALD-
HAENMARINE.COM
Wyndham Grand Manama has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17826260 or ANaser@wynd-
hamgrandbh.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17822228 
or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
TREVI MARKETING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36880843 or E.BRA5058@
YAHOO.COM
CAPITAL FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77132211 or 
operations@cfmbahrain.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17749697 or secure.me@live.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17749697 or secure.me@live.com
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SER-
VICES STS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17622082 or info@BAHSTS.COM
Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

THINK TANK CARGO HANDLING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34557624 or 
ADNANRASHEED9087@GMAIL.COM
AL KARAM ELECTRONICS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SHOP-
KEEPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17250034 or MOHAM-
MADKARAM@HOTMAIL.COM
BIG BAIK CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39411622 or SM_77S@
HOTMAIL.COM
KUMRAT VALLEY CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33880076 or KU-
MARVALLEYBH12@GMAIL.COM
TYROTECH ELECTROMECHANICAL 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of PLUMBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17256617 or 
TYROTECHWLL@GMAIL.COM
MUDAKHAN TRADITIONAL FOOD 
RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35352250 or MUDAKHAN.
BH@HOTMAIL.COM
Lamasat Line Gents Salon has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36060001 or SMOHAMMED529@
GMAIL.COM
TEA  TOWN RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(JUICE PREPARING & MIXING), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33093551 or BROTHERS.CARSSHOW-
ROOM@GMAIL.COM
CUTTING CLUB GENTS SALOON W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HAIR DRESSER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33830641 or VA-
SITHP@ICLOUD.COM
MOVE UP STEP CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39484066 or 
GULFBAHRAIN33@GMAIL.COM
danis building equipment hiring has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17777220 or NADER.NED-
HAM.59@GMAIL.COM
HIMALAYA PARBAT JEWELLERY 
DESIGN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33229242 or 
ASIYA.98@GMAIL.COM
DHANZ  MEDIA W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PHOTOGRA-
PHER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33910404 or 
KV.VYSAKH1990@GMAIL.COM
RED LIFE COMBINED FACILITIES SUP-
PORT ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37617271 or HAMMID777MP@
GMAIL.COM
CLEAN UP TIME has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66701118 or INFO@SUCCESS-
GUIDE.BH
CRYSTAL TILES FACTORY . has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39486000 or BIJAN.A.DAWANI@HOT-
MAIL.COM
grow interior decoration Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PLUMBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33502933 or 
naveelshahzad11@gmail.com
SOIR  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COFFEE SERVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33224341 or KHALIFAMAHJOB91@
GMAIL.COM
WAAD CAFITARYA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34095924 or HIND.AL-
THAWADI@GMAIL.COM
TRIDEV SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33015010 or INFO28TRAVEL@
GMAIL.COM
SANAMINA VISITOR ASSISTANCE 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the oc-

cupation of SALES WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34690477 or FATIMASAYED0327@
GMAIL.COM
BHATTI INTERIOR DECORATION CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36675632 or MRMJANNATUL@
GMAIL.COM
GULF DRIVE INTERNATIONAL CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 37165061 
or hafizmjdbh@gmail.com
ZAINAB HUSSAIN ALI NASSER ES-
TABLISHMENT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39828148 or ZAINABHA.NASSER81@
GMAIL.COM
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39651165 or Taghrid.wa-
nous@BFGINTERNATIONAL.COM
AMYAR DESIGN has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39892211 or AMYAR.DESIGN@GMAIL.COM
AL FAHAD CARGO HANDLING CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35314227 or 
NADEEM.6038@GMAIL.COM
TOTAL FLOORS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13666638 or AAMIR_
BAIG2001@YAHOO.COM
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17273133 or SIAM7373@BATEL-
CO.COM.BH
ALNOAIMI FOR REPAIRING AIR CON-
DITIONERS, REFRIGERATORS, WASH-
ING MACHINES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33823621 or AHNEDALNOAIMI@
GMAIL.COM
AGWA CONTRACTING AND CLEANING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35640020 
or MUHAMMADARSHAD81111@
GMAIL.COM
GOURMET BURGER W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOOD 
SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36020031 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
AL GERGAWI AIR CONDITIONING. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of STOREKEEPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33754173 
or PRO@GERGAWI.AE
ABU HUSSAIN UPHOISTERY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAI-
LOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33518834 or SALMANJAA-
FAR973@GMAIL.COM
ALHIDDI ALUMINUM W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ALUMIN-
IUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39466277 or ABDULLA.ALHIDDI55@
GMAIL.COM
e c  e  group co  wll has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRAFTSMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17200116 or pierre@ecegroups.com
AIN ALRAHA BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BAKER(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33744206 or AASJS7070@
GMAIL.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(-
CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17700888 or admin@nasserco.
net
New Idea Trading Co. W.l.l has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38765805 or RENZHAN-
FENG2006@GMAIL.COM
AL RAQEEM TRADING SPORTS SUP-
PLIES has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37119477 or 
MOOM1985@HOTMAIL.COM
DYAR SAIF CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-

ably qualified applicants can contact 
17179784 or SAIF.0073@YAHOO.COM
ALRAHA CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33009600 or RAHATALMAR-
FA@GMAIL.COM
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39697979 or hr@7hills-group.com
RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BREAD BAKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39888023 or chshafiq581@gmail.com
EVERCARE FOUNDATION FOR EL-
DERLY & DISABLED SUPPORT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SOCIAL 
WELFARE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36886644 or 
INFO@MAGICSHINEBH.COM
Jehlum Contracting W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38398065 or 
SHABANGUJJAR3002@GMAIL.COM
Jehlum Contracting W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WELDER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38398065 or SHABANGUJJAR3002@
GMAIL.COM
INTEGRATED WATER SYSTEMS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17730701 or INFO@IWS-E.NET
AWAL READY MIX CONCRETE COM-
PANY W L L - ARMCON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17700077 or m_jaffar@armcon.biz
BAB AL-MARWAH CARPENTERY 
WORKSHOP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39673276 or ALI-MATAR@HOTMAIL.
COM
THE NAIL CORNER MENS BARBER has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BAR-
BER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17211162 or FAIOOO@HOT-
MAIL.COM
FAST FOUR SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33993295 or
PRISMS MANAGEMENT CONSUL-
TANCY CO. WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COMPUTER SOFT-
WARE SPECIALIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38881112 or 
ASHUKRALLA@YMAIL.COM
GREEN BRANCH AGROSERVE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36658810 or GRE-
ENAGS@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALLIED MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SCAF-
FOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17534926 or METEIB_AL-
HAMMAM@YAHOO.COM
PHONE CONNECT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33894766 or ICONNECTSTAR@
GMAIL.COM
ALI MOHAMED SALEH ABDALI ABDA-
LI / WISAM - 7424 has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FISHERMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39139189 or MABDALI1255@GMAIL.
COM
GAFOOR HOT CAFETERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36502220 or ZAHRAKHALIL-
HAJIH@GMAIL.COM
ZACH LOOK GENTS BARBER has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BAR-
BER-HAIRDRESSER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33528884 or 
SALEHALSALEH.BH@GMAIL.COM
RCB DOCUMENTS AND FOOD TRANS-
PORT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37018000 or rcbdocuments2024@
gmail.com
ALMANAFA FOR TRANSPORTATION 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENTS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33966689 or Manafa18@
hotmail.com
AWAL INTERNATIONAL TRADING 

W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17533311 or 
JMJALAL@BATELCO.COM.BH
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17749697 or secure.me@live.com
LEMONGRASS LADIES MASSAGE 
CENTRE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77160333 or 
LEMONGRASSLADISSPA@GMAIL.COM
ALRAJI REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 32025231 or alrajicompany.bh@
gmail.com
KAZEROONI CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CAR-
PENTER(DECOR), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17742595 or 
HR@KAZEROONIGROUP.COM
SWISS-BELSUITES  ADMIRAL  JUF-
FAIR W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RESERVATIONS CLERK, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17252717 or RECRUITMENTSSAJ@
SWISS-BELHOTEL.COM
BATALA  CONTRACTING  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 37018000 
or RCBDOCUMENTS2024@GMAIL.COM
KENTUCKY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CASHIER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17262998 
or ssaleh@AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
Hardees. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262998 or ssaleh@AMERI-
CANA-FOOD.COM
MISTER MACHINE B.S.C c has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SHOVEL OP-
ERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17705050 or MUSTAFA@
MISTER-MACHINE.COM
PRIME GREEN TRADERS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33565810 or AHDMLK@
YAHOO.COM
Etoile Salon And Spa has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39603535 or hameed@futurebh.net
SOHEL MANAGEMENT CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39058589 or 
BABUBH58@YAHOO.COM
NATURAL FOOD COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35490165 or SHOAIB.
S1012@GMAIL.COM
KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33316767 or 
kaflanconstrution@gmail.com
KEBAB JI RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33572515 or CHAMPIONYOUSHA2@
GMAIL.COM
SHAHRAKAN GATE TAILORING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TAI-
LOR(LADIES), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36744199 or MANA-
MA2005@HOTMAIL.COM
ALWANOH FOR YEMENI HONEY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17334706 or al-
wanohbh@gmail.com
CRAVE FOOD TRANSPORTATION CO  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33249430 or 
KIANIBRAZILIAN@GMAIL.COM
Aqua Global Logistics W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33112395 or mgr.coIrr-
rp8@aquaiglloballoipigistics.com
TARGET SPORTS FOR TAILORING AND 
TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33225888 
or suitmebh@gmail.com
RAYTECH COMPUTER CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PROGRAMMER(COMPUTER), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17297754 or uraftab@hotmail.com
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Set-piece weakness costing 
Liverpool dear, says Slot

AFP | London

Liverpool manager Arne 
Slot believes his side are 

damaging their own hopes of a 
top-four finish in the Premier 
League because of a poor re-
cord at set-pieces.

The reigning champions 
head into the busy Christmas 
and New Year period behind 
fourth-placed Chelsea on goal 
difference.

Liverpool have scored just 
three set-piece goals while 
conceding 11 in the league so 
far this season, with a frus-
trated Slot saying: “I know the 
importance of it, it gets more 
and more, and that’s why we 
are so annoyed by our current 
record.

“It’s a big frustration we are 
where we are this season be-
cause when we were halfway 

through last season we had not 
conceded one set-piece (goal).

“It’s impossible to be top-
four, top-five with our set-
piece balance, let alone win-
ning the league.”

The Dutchman added: 
“We are the only team in the 
top end of the table that has 
a negative set-piece balance 
(Manchester City are in fact on 
minus-one according to offi-
cial data supplier Opta) –- not 
only are we negative, we are 
minus-eight and still on equal 
points with fourth.

“But if we are minus-eight 
– Chelsea is I think plus-eight 
(actually plus-four) and Arse-
nal and United are very high 
(scoring 10 apiece) and if you 
look at that you could say how 
special it is we have as many 
points as we have if you have 
that set-piece balance.

Sitra Still Chase 
First Gulf Club Win

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Sitra’s quest for a first Gulf 
Club Champions League 

victory continues after a 2-1 
defeat to Al Qadisiya in Ku-
wait last night at Mohammed 
Al Hamad Stadium.The Bah-
rainis showed fight but were 
undone by clinical finishing 
and set-piece precision from 
the Kuwaiti side. 

AlQadisiya’s Neeskens Ke-
bano opened the scoring in the 
29th minute, volleying home a 
rebound from Eid Al Rashidi’s 
floated free-kick after Sitra 
goalkeeper Youssef Habib in-
itially saved the effort.

Al Qadisiya doubled their 
lead in the 66th minute. An-
other delivery from Al Rashidi 
found Kebano, who connected 
with a low header that rock-
eted into the roof of the net, 
completing his brace.

Sitra responded quickly, 
pulling one back in the 72nd 

minute. Vincent Emmanuel’s 
curling cross from the left 
found Othman Al Hajj, who 
towered over his marker and 
sent a bullet header into the 
bottom corner. Despite the 
goal, the Bahrainis could not 
find an equaliser, and Al Qa-
disiya held on for the win.

The result leaves Sitra with 
two points from four games, 
sitting bottom of Group C be-
hind leaders Zakho (IRQ), Al 
Ain (UAE), and Al Qadisiya 
(KWT). The team remains in 
contention mathematically but 
will need strong performances 
in upcoming fixtures to keep 
their knockout hopes alive.

Sitra return home to face 
UAE’s Al Ain on February 10, 
2026, before travelling to Iraq 
to meet Zakho on February 17. 
Coach Isa Al Saadoon’s squad, 
including Youssef Habib, Vin-
cent Emmanuel, and Othman 
Al Hajj, will aim to capitalise on 
home advantage and push for 
the first win of the campaign.

Sitra’s Abdulwasea Al Matari advances with the ball

Liverpool’s Dutch manager Arne Slot applauds the fans

Arsenal reach League Cup semis 
with shoot-out win over Palace
• Arsenal win 8-7 
on penalties

• Kepa Arrizabalaga 
save final kick

• Kepa Arrizabalaga 
saved the final kick

AFP | London

Kepa Arrizabalaga was 
Arsenal’s League Cup 
quarter-final hero with 

the decisive penalty shoot-out 
save that completed a misera-
ble evening for Crystal Palace 
defender Maxence Lacroix on 
Tuesday.

Lacroix’s own goal put Arse-
nal ahead with 10 minutes left 
at the Emirates Stadium before 
Marc Guehi snatched Palace’s 
stoppage-time equaliser in the 
1-1 draw.

That set the stage for a shoot-
out in which both teams scored 
their first seven penalties.

William Saliba converted Ar-
senal’s eighth kick and Kepa 
dived to his right to save Lac-
roix’s effort and secure an 8-7 
victory.

It was a cathartic moment for 
the Spanish goalkeeper, who 
infamously refused to be sub-
stituted before Chelsea’s League 
Cup final penalty shoot-out de-
feat against Manchester City 
in 2019.

Kepa also missed a spot-kick 
in the Blues’ 2022 League Cup 
final shoot-out loss to Liverpool.

The Gunners will play London 
rivals Chelsea in the semi-finals 
over two legs in January and 
February, with Manchester City 
facing holders Newcastle in the 

other last four clash.
“We generated a lot and 

should have scored many more 
goals. When you don’t close the 
games, it can always happen 
that you concede,” Arsenal boss 
Mikel Arteta said.

“We had some big individual 
performances. Kepa, his level of 
commitment with the group is 
just incredible.

“I think the players were so 
composed with the penalties 
and in the end, Kepa managed 
to save one. We are where we 
want to be.”

Arsenal are into the League 
Cup semi-finals for a second 
successive year as they chase 
their first trophy since winning 
the FA Cup in 2020.

The north Londoners have 

only won the League Cup twice, 
with their last triumph coming 
in 1992-93, before any of their 

current squad were born.
After celebrating Christmas 

on Thursday, Arteta’s men will 
turn their attention back to 
the title race with home games 
against Brighton and third-
placed Aston Villa to close out 
2025.

Winning their first English 
title since 2004 is clearly Arse-
nal’s main aim this season, but 
lifting the League Cup in March 
would be a significant boost to 
a club starved of silverware in 
recent years.

Arteta made eight changes 
to the side that won at Everton 
on Saturday, but still fielded a 
strong line-up featuring William 
Saliba, Mikel Merino, Eberechi 
Eze, Gabriel Martinelli and Ga-
briel Jesus.

The victory marked a 
major milestone for 

striker Gabriel Jesus, 
who completed his 

first start in 345 days 
following a grueling 
recovery from a rup-

tured anterior cruciate 
ligament

KNOW WHAT

Arsenal’s French defender #02 William Saliba (L), Arsenal’s Danish defender #16 Christian Norgaard, Arsenal’s English 
midfielder #49 Myles Lewis-Skelly, Arsenal’s Belgian midfielder #19 Leandro Trossard and Arsenal’s Dutch defender #12 
Jurrien Timber celebrate at winning the match
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sports of bahrain
Bahrain Clubs Exit AFC Champions League 2
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s AFC Champions 
League Two journey came 

to a disappointing close last 
night as both Muharraq and Al 
Khaldiya fell at the final hurdle, 
missing out on qualification for 
the Round of 16 on a decisive 
final matchday.

What began with optimism 
ended in frustration, as fine 
margins, key moments, and late 
goals swung the balance against 
the Kingdom’s two represent-
atives.

Muharraq knew a positive re-
sult at Shaikh Ali Bin Moham-
med Al Khalifa Stadium would 
secure progression, but they 
were undone by clinical finish-
ing and a costly second-half red 
card as Esteghlal claimed a 3–0 
win to leapfrog them into sec-
ond place in Group A.

The hosts started brightly 
in Arad, but against the run of 
play, Esteghlal struck in the 15th 
minute. Saleh Hardani’s low 
cross from the right bypassed 
the Muharraq defence, allowing 
Esmaeil Gholizadeh to stretch 
and slide the ball home from 
close range.

Muharraq continued to push 
but the turning point arrived on 
the hour when defender Waleed 
Al Hayyam received a second 
yellow card, leaving the Bahrain 
champions a man down.

Esteghlal made the advantage 
count late on. In the 82nd min-

ute, Duckens Nazon muscled 
his way through the defence 

before finishing across Sayed 
Jaafar, who was deputising for 
injured first-choice goalkeeper 
Ebrahim Lutfalla. Five minutes 
later, Jasir Asani sealed the re-
sult with a superb curling finish 
from the right.

Esteghlal advanced on eight 
points, while Muharraq finished 
third, a single point short.

Arkadag Edge Al Khaldiya 
Al Khaldiya’s hopes also end-

ed in Turkmenistan, where FK 
Arkadag came out 1–0 winners 
in foggy conditions to snatch 
second place in Group B.

The decisive moment came 
just before half-time when 
Shamammet Hydyrow’s long-
range strike was spilled by 
Ricardo Silva. Although the 
goalkeeper blocked Yazgylych 
Gurbanov’s first attempt, the 
midfielder reacted quickest to 
score from the rebound.

Al Khaldiya pressed after the 
break and came close through 
Ayoub Elamloud and Velmyrate 
Ballakov, but Arkadag held firm 
to see out the win. The result 
lifted Arkadag to seven points, 
one ahead of Al Khaldiya, who 
bowed out in third.

While the knockout stage 
beckons for others, Bahrain’s 
representatives exit the com-
petition with performances that 
showed promise, but also the 
unforgiving nature of football at 
the highest Asian level.

Action heats up as Muharraq face Esteghlal in Arad

Al Khaldiya’s Komail Al Aswad in action at foggy Arkadag Stadium



Australia’s Lyon determined 
to bounce back after surgery

AFP | Melbourne

Off-spinner Nathan Lyon 
is determined to fight his 

way back into the Australian 
team after undergoing surgery 
for a torn hamstring, coach 
Andrew McDonald said.

The 38-year-old faces an 
extended period on the side-
lines after damaging his right 
hamstring saving a boundary 
on day five of the third Ashes 
Test in Adelaide.

McDonald said Lyon re-
mained a key part of their 
plans  as reports speculated 
that his 141-Test career could 
be over.

It is the second serious inju-

ry Lyon has sustained in two 
years after being ruled out 
of the previous Ashes series 
against England with a calf 
injury picked up at Lord’s in 
2023.

He had surgery on Tuesday, 
but was expected to be with 
the team during the fourth 
Ashes Test in Melbourne start-
ing Friday.

“He’s pretty shattered,” 
McDonald told cricket.com.
au late Tuesday. “He’s a huge 
part of what we do.

“He’s facing a long recovery 
timeframe. That type of injury, 
it’s going to be a hard period 
for him to get back to where 
he was.

Stokes prioritises England player welfare
England captain deflects questions on reported excessive drinking during mid-series break in Noosa

• Stokes faces 
questions over team’s 
Noosa break

• Captain emphasizes 
player welfare over 
addressing claims

• Jofra Archer ruled 
out of series remainder

AFP | Melbourne

Captain Ben Stokes said 
protecting England play-
ers’ welfare was his top 

concern yesterday amid claims 
of excessive drinking on a 
mid-Ashes beach break, with-
out directly addressing the al-
legations.

Stokes was peppered with 
questions ahead of the fourth 
Test in Melbourne about the 
team’s behaviour at Noosa be-
tween the second and third Tests 
after British media reports com-
pared it to a “stag-do”.

Unverified social media foot-
age appeared to show opener 
Ben Duckett drunk and disori-
ented.

Their disastrous tour took an-
other hit yesterday when pace 
spearhead Jofra Archer was 
ruled out of the rest of the series 
with a side strain.

England cricket chief Rob Key 
on Tuesday pledged to investi-
gate the drinking claims, while 

the England and Wales Cricket 
Board said in a statement it was 
intent on establishing the facts.

Stokes, whose team have al-
ready lost the Ashes, said his 
main concern was the play-
ers’ mental welfare and to 
ensure they were ready for 
the Melbourne Test starting  
Friday.

“I’m obviously aware of the re-
ports and everything circulating 
around right now,” Stokes said.

“My main concern right now 
is my players, and how I handle 
this moment right now is the 
most important thing to me.

“The welfare of everyone in 
there, and probably some certain 
individuals as well, is the most 
important thing to me right now 
as England captain.

“It’s never a nice place to be in 
when not only the media world, 
but also the social media world, 
is piling on top of you,” he added.

“It’s a very tough place to be in 
as an individual. As an individ-
ual, when you know you’ve got 
the support of the people who 
are sort of leaders, in a sense, it’s 
very good to know that you’ve 
got that support.”

Asked directly whether his 

teammates had “done anything 
wrong in Noosa”, Stokes replied: 
“I’ve just answered everything 
there.”

 No leg to stand on 
England went to Queensland 

tourist resort Noosa after losing 
the first two Tests in Perth and 
Brisbane heavily.

They spent several days on 
the sand and around restaurants 
and bars before travelling to Ad-
elaide, where they lost the third 
Test as Australia retained the 
Ashes.

Britain’s Daily Telegraph re-

ported that “after drowning 
their sorrows after the Brisbane 
Test, it is no exaggeration to say 
some, certainly not all, players 
drank for five or six days”.

It added that players “did 
nothing outrageous in Noosa” 
but there was concern over the 
level of drinking, with Eng-
land’s professionalism already 
under the microscope after their 
limited preparations.

Stokes conceded that when a 
side was losing there would be 
scrutiny, and “rightly so”.

“When you are 3-0 down you 
don’t really have a leg to stand 
on but we’ve got two games of 
cricket to play. That’s what we 
have to focus on,” he said.

“We haven’t won a game in 
Australia for a long, long time.”

England have gone 18 Tests 
since winning a match in Aus-
tralia, dating back to their last 
series victory there in 2010-11.

Their capitulation in this 
series in 11 days of play is the 
joint second quickest in more 
than a century, since the 1921 
Ashes was completed in eight  
days.

Making matters worse, Archer 
will take no further part in the 
tour, with Gus Atkinson replac-
ing him in Melbourne.

The under-performing Ol-
lie Pope paid for his poor form 
at number three, with Jacob 
Bethell taking over in the only 
other change.

Batelco Fitness on Track offers fun post-
Christmas workout early Friday morning at BIC

Manama

Bahrain International Circuit 
(BIC) gets in on the festive 

cheer as it hosts on tomorrow 
day its widely popular Batelco 
Fitness on Track, offering fans 
a fun physical activity within a 
unique setting.

The event’s latest edition is 
scheduled to take place from 
6am to 10am at ‘The Home of 
Motorsport in the Middle East’, 
making for an ideal post-Christ-
mas workout.

Participants will be able to 
take part in the activity either 

individually or with family and 
friends.

Friday’s Batelco Fitness on 
Track will be the perfect occa-
sion to break in a sweat while 
enjoying the cool morning tem-
peratures, all within the safe 
and secure environment of a 
world-renowned Formula 1 
venue.

The activity can be done ei-
ther on foot or on a bicycle, giv-
ing participants the chance to 
select their preferred workout 
programme.

Runners and walkers will be 
utilising BIC’s 2.550-kilometre 

Inner Circuit, while cyclists will 
get to ride their bikes along the 
3.543-kilometre Outer Circuit, 
with another dedicated area for 
children’s cycling.

The cost to take part is BD2 
for cyclists and BD1 for runners. 
Payment must be made upon 
booking. Children under the age 
of 12 can participate for free if 
accompanied by a paying adult.

BIC’s Batelco Fitness on Track 
Season Pass is still also availa-
ble – ideal for regular partici-
pants as it grants access to all 
Batelco Fitness on Track events 
throughout the season. At the 

affordable price of just BD15, 
the pass is a great way to save 
money over the course of the 
year, with Batelco Fitness on 
Track being held multiple times 
each month, all the way through 
to April of 2026. Season Passes 
can be purchased by contacting 
the BIC Hotline.

For more information on 
Friday’s Batelco Fitness on 
Track or other events and ex-
periences at BIC, visit bahraingp.
com, call the BIC Hotline on 
+973-17450000, or follow the 
circuit’s official social media  
channels.

England’s captain Ben Stokes reacts during a training session

I’m obviously aware 
of the reports and 

everything circulating 
around right now. My 

main concern right now 
is my players, and how 
I handle this moment 
right now is the most 

important thing to me. 
The welfare of everyone 
in there, and probably 

some certain individuals 
as well, is the most 

important thing to me 
right now as England 

captain
BEN STOKES

Social media footage 
reportedly showed 
opener Ben Duckett 

drunk and disoriented. 
The Daily Telegraph 

reported some players 
drank for five or six 

days straight after the 
second Test, raising 

questions about pro-
fessionalism

KNOW WHAT
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sports of bahrain

Australia’s Nathan Lyon walks with the aid of crutches as he shakes hands 
with England players


