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Britain evacuates 
New York city, its 
last military position 
in the United States

Cyclone slams south eastern India with high winds 
and a 40 foot storm surge, destroying city of Coringa. 
Storm waves sweep inland, destroying 20,000 ships 

and killing an estimated 300,000 people

Telimco makes the 1st ever advertisement 
for a radio set, by advertising a $7.50 set in 
the “Scientific American” which claimed 
to receive signals for up to one mile

 Iran-Contra affair erupts, 
President Reagan reveals 

secret arms deal
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The World Trusts In-
dia! Venture Capital 

inflow in India stands 
at an all-time high of 
$19.5 billion in the first 
9 months of 2021. With 
innovative startups & 
business-friendly eco-
system, India emerges 
as a trusted destination 
for global investors.

@PiyushGoyal

Jill and I know first-
hand what it means 

to be a military family, 
and we’re so grateful 
for everything they do. 
It was an honor to cel-
ebrate an early Thanks-
giving with them last 
night at Fort Bragg.

@JoeBiden

Andrew Harper was 
killed doing the job 

he loved.  Today we are 
honouring him by intro-
ducing Harper’s Law. 
This new law will in-
troduce mandatory life 
sentences for those who 
are convicted of killing 
on-duty emergency work-
ers while committing a 
crime.

@pritipatel

I c o n d e m n  i n  t h e 
strongest terms the 

use of violence and the 
murders of human rights 
defenders and FARC 
ex-combatants in Co-
lombia. My condolences 
to their families and my 
solidarity with all those 
who continue working 
to realize the promise of 
the Peace Agreement.

@antonioguter-
resSecPompeo

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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259,303,379
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234,595,946
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New cases 

New deaths 
+275,478

+4,515

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 352,123 20,052 293,374 38,697

Saudi 
Arabia

549,590 +34 8,828 +1 538,702 2,060

UAE 741,643 +73 2,145 +1 736,423 3,075

Kuwait 413,177 2,465 410,471 241

Oman 304,514 +5 4,113 299,938 463

Qatar 242,518 +143 611 240,046 1,861

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 48,835,216 796,319

2 India 34,535,763 466,584

3 Brazil 22,038,731 613,240

4 UK 9,932,408 144,137

5 Russia 9,434,393 267,819

6 Turkey 8,624,580 75,443

7 France 7,450,691 118,653

8 Iran 6,092,822 129,280

9 Germany 5,488,209 100,254

10 Argentina 5,317,633 116,415

11 Spain 5,103,315 87,866

12 Colombia 5,052,733 128,188

13 Italy 4,942,135 133,330

14 Indonesia 4,254,443 143,766
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u  Germany will enable 
multiple citizenship and 
simplify the process of 
acquiring German nationality, 
according to a coalition deal yesterday. 
“As a rule, naturalization should be 
possible after five years, with special 
integration achievements after 
three years,” the document 
said. The current time 
requirement for naturalization 
is eight years which could 
be cut to six years in special 
integration cases, the agreement said.

u Apple Inc issued yesterday alert messages to at least six 
Thai activists and researchers who have been critical of the government, 
warning it believed their iPhones had been targeted by “state-sponsored 
attackers”, according to activists and the alerts reviewed by Reuters. Apple and 
Thailand’s Digital Ministry did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

Prajak Kongkirati, 
a political scientist 
at Bangkok’s 
Thammasat 
University, said he 
had received two 

emails from Apple warning it believed his iPhone and iCloud accounts had been 
targeted, along with a “threat notification” on his Apple account.

u European Union ambassadors approved the renewal 
of sanctions on four Chinese officials and one Chinese entity on 
Wednesday as part of an extension of a human rights blacklist, two diplomats 
said. The 
decision, which 
will formally 
be adopted 
early next 
month, puts 
in jeopardy a 
Chinese-EU investment agreement signed in late December 2020. The EU added 
the four Chinese officials, including a top security director, to its sanctions list in 
March over accusations of human rights abuses in China’s 
Xinjiang region. Beijing responded with its own sanctions 
on Europeans.

u Lebanon has yet to 
give the IMF its estimate 
of losses in the financial 
system as discussions on the 
issue continue, but is working 
hard to sign a memorandum of understanding with the 
Fund by year-end, governor Riad Salameh said on Tuesday. Disagreements in 
Lebanon over the size of the losses and how they should be distributed torpedoed 
IMF talks last year. The central bank, banks and political elite rejected figures set 
out in a government plan that was endorsed by the IMF at the time. The issue has 
obstructed attempts to chart a way out of the crisis that has devastated Lebanon 
since 2019, sinking the currency by more than 90%, causing poverty to skyrocket 
and leading many Lebanese to emigrate.

Apple warns Thai 
activists “state-sponsored 
attackers” may have 

targeted iPhones

EU extends 
human rights 
sanctions, 
including on 

Chinese officials

Lebanon 
has yet to give 
IMF figure for 
financial losses, 
central bank 
governor says

Germany to simplify 
naturalisation process 

for immigrants

UAE holds talks with Taliban to run 
Kabul airport - foreign diplomats
• UAE bid competing 
against Qatar, 
Turkey - sources

• Kabul airport gives 
influence in Afghanistan

• UAE maintained some 
ties with Taliban - sources

Reuters | Dubai

The United Arab Emirates 
has held talks with the Tal-
iban to run Kabul airport, 

according to four sources with 
knowledge of the matter.

UAE officials have held a series 
of discussions with the group in 
recent weeks to discuss operating 
the airport that serves as land-
locked Afghanistan’s main air link 
to the world, the foreign diplo-
mats based in the Gulf region told 
Reuters.

The Qataris have been helping 
run the Hamid Karzai Interna-
tional Airport along with Tur-
key after playing a major role in 
evacuation efforts following the 
chaotic US withdrawal in August, 
and have said they are willing to 
take over the operations.

Yet the Taliban has not yet for-
malised an arrangement with Qa-
tar, the four diplomats said.

A senior Emirati foreign min-
istry official said the UAE, which 
previously ran Kabul airport 
during the US-backed Afghan re-
public, “remains committed to 
continuing to assist in operating” 
it to ensure humanitarian access 
and safe passage.

Abu Dhabi also aided recent 
evacuation efforts.

The Taliban and Qatari authori-
ties did not respond to request for 
comment.

Two of the diplomats said the 
Taliban has also sought financial 
assistance from the UAE, though 
they added it was not clear if this 
was related to the airport discus-
sions.

The Emirati foreign ministry 

official, Sa-
lem Al Zaa-
bi, director 
of interna-
tional se-
curity co-
operation, 
did not re-
spond to a 
question on 
whether the UAE was considering 
providing financial help to the 
Taliban.

Airport intelligence 
One key issue that’s still to be 

resolved between the Taliban and 
potential airport operators is who 
would provide security at the site, 
the four diplomats said. The Tal-

iban say they 
do not want 
foreign forces 
in the coun-
try following 
their return 
to power af-
ter two dec-
ades of war.

Still, Qatari 
special forces 
are presently 
providing se-
curity within 

the airport’s perimeter, the dip-
lomats added, while Taliban spe-
cial forces were patrolling areas 
outside.

So far countries have been re-
luctant to formally recognise the 
Taliban’s government, accusing 
the group of backtracking on 
pledges to uphold the rights of 
women and minorities.

Yet Qatari officials have urged 
greater international engage-
ment with the Taliban to prevent 
impoverished Afghanistan from 
falling into a humanitarian cri-
sis. Gulf states have also voiced 
concern that the US withdrawal 
would allow al Qaeda to regain a 
foothold in Afghanistan. 

While there is little commercial 
benefit for any operator, the air-
port would provide a much-need-
ed source of intelligence on move-
ments in and out of the country, 
according to the four diplomats, 
who said that since the withdraw-
al many countries have lacked 
real-time information.

The UAE has maintained ties 
with the Taliban too, according 
to two of the diplomats. They said 
the country had been home to 
some members of the group in 
recent years, including Sher Mo-
hammad Abbas Stanikzai, who 
they added lived in the Sharjah 
emirate with his family from at 
least 2013. Stanikzai is now dep-
uty foreign minister in the Taliban 
administration.

Al Zaabi did not respond to 
questions on the UAE’s relation-
ship with Stanikzai. The Taliban 
did not immediately respond to 
queries on Stanikzai living in the 
UAE.

The Taliban said this month 
that the UAE had reopened its 
embassy in Kabul. The UAE has 
not commented.

Taliban forces patrol at a runway a day after U.S troops 
withdrawal from Hamid Karzai International Airport in 
Kabul, Afghanistan

A Qatari security force member patrols 
near a plane carrying passengers bound 
for Qatar

A member of Taliban forces stands guard at 
Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, 
Afghanistan

Children at lower risk from COVID, vaccines should go to poor - WHO

• WHO issues guidance 
on vaccination of 
children, adolescents

• Says youth at 
lower risk of severe 
COVID than adults

• Obesity, asthma and 
heart disease are risk 
factors for children

• Rare cases of 
myocarditis in young men 
after mRNA vaccines

Reuters | Geneva

As children and adolescents 
are at lower risk of severe 

COVID-19 disease, countries 
should prioritise adults and shar-
ing vaccine doses with the CO-
VAX programme to bring supplies 
to poorer countries, the World 
Health Organisation said yester-

day.  Some rare cases of heart in-
flammation called myocarditis 
have been reported in younger 
men who received vaccines based 
on mRNA technoloy - Pfizer Bi-
oNtech and Moderna - but these 

were generally mild and respond-
ed to treatment, it said.

Although that risk had not been 
fully determined, it was less than 
the risk of myocarditis linked to 
SARS-CoV-2 infection, it said.

The WHO’s interim guidance 
was issued as more regulatory 
agencies authorise certain vac-
cines for use in children, includ-
ing the United States, China, Eu-
ropean Union, India and Israel, 
and most recently Canada last 
week. “As children and adoles-
cents tend to have milder disease 
compared to adults, unless they 
are in a group at higher risk of 
severe COVID-19, it is less urgent 
to vaccinate them than older peo-
ple, those with chronic health 
conditions and health workers,” 
the WHO said.

Children can experience “long 
COVID-19” with prolonged symp-
toms but this was still under in-

vestigation, it said.
Several risk factors for severe 

COVID-19 in children have been 
reported including older age, obe-
sity and pre-existing conditions 
including type 2 diabetes, asthma 
and heart disease, it added.

Maintaining education for all 
school-aged children should be 
an important priority during the 
pandemic, although transmission 
mitigation measures might be 
needed in schools, the WHO said.

Given vaccine supply con-
straints, immunisation pro-
grammes should focus on protect-
ing groups at high risk of hospital-
isation and death, the WHO said.

“As many parts of the world 
face extreme vaccine shortages, 
countries with high coverage in 
at-risk populations should prior-
itize global sharing of COVID-19 
vaccines before vaccinating chil-
dren, adolescents,” it said.

Ethiopian Airlines Cargo terminal workers offload a shipment of Johnson & 
Johnson’s coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccines that arrived under the COVAX 
scheme

France backs Poland over Belarus but warns EU row not over

• Macron backs 
Poland on border but 
raises rule of law row

• Polish PM says 
discussed toughening 
sanctions on Minsk

• Ukraine holds drills 
near Belarus border

• HRW says Belarus, 
Poland share blame 
for migrant suffering

• Poland reports 
renewed crossing 
attempts overnight

Reuters | Paris/Warsaw

France assured Poland of Eu-
ropean Union support in its 

stand-off with Belarus yester-
day, but reminded Warsaw it 
needed to resolve a row with 
the bloc over its values and the 
rule of law.

Polish Prime Minister Ma-

teusz Morawiecki met French 
President Emmanuel Macron as 
part of a diplomatic effort to ral-
ly support for a tough response 
to what European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen 
called an attempt by Belarus to 
use migrants to destabilise the 
European Union.

While Macron reaffirmed his 
solidarity with Poland, he reit-
erated concerns over the rule 
of law and “called on the Polish 

government to find a solution 
that safeguarded the core val-
ues of the European Union,” his 
office said.

With thousands of people 
fleeing the Middle East and 
other hotspots stranded on the 
EU’s eastern border, Poland, 
Lithuania and Latvia are on 
the front line of what the EU 
says is a crisis engineered by 
Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko.

He has denied EU allegations 
that Belarus has flown mi-
grants into the country and then 
pushed them across EU borders.

At the same time, Brussels is 
locked in a long-running dispute 
with Warsaw over the inde-
pendence of Poland’s judiciary, 
press freedoms and LGBT rights.

The row came to a head in Oc-
tober when a Polish court ruling 
questioned the supremacy of EU 
law, which was seen in Brussels 
as a challenge to the bloc’s unity 
and stoked fears that Poland 
could eventually leave.

Morawiecki, who visited Bu-
dapest and Zagreb on Tuesday, 
was due in Slovenia, which 
holds the EU rotating presiden-
cy, later on Wednesday and to 
meet Germany’s acting Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel on Thurs-
day and British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson on Friday.

“The prime minister is now 
talking to the EU leaders, 
starting with Paris, President 
Macron, to keep the unity of 
the European Union ... and be 
prepared for further actions,” 
Polish Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Marcin Przydacz told  
Reuters.

Migrants look through clothes near the transport and logistics centre Bruzgi on 
the Belarusian-Polish border, in the Grodno region, Belarus

Russia and Ukraine both step up military alert
• Russia holds drills 
in Black Sea, Ukraine 
near Belarus

• Moscow says 
conventional, nuclear 
forces need to be 
combat-ready

Reuters | Moscow/Kyiv

Russia staged military drills 
in the Black Sea, south of 

Ukraine, yesterday and said it 
needed to sharpen the com-
bat-readiness of its conventional 
and nuclear forces because of 
heightened NATO activity near 
its borders.

Ukraine, which with its ally 
the United States has said it be-
lieves Russia may be preparing 
an invasion, staged exercises of 
its own near the border with 
Belarus. 

The United States and NATO 
have signalled their backing for 
Ukraine in ways that Moscow 
considers provocative, includ-
ing through warship manoeu-
vres this month in the Black 
Sea and a delivery of U.S. patrol 
boats to the Ukrainian navy.

British Foreign Secretary Liz 
Truss told Reuters on Wednes-
day it would be “a grave mistake 
from Russia” to attack Ukraine.  

Russian fighter planes and 
ships practiced repelling air 

attacks on naval bases and re-
sponding with air strikes during 
military drills on Wednesday in 
the Black Sea, Interfax reported.

Separately, the news agency 
quoted Defence Minister Ser-
gei Shoigu as saying the need 
for Russia to further develop 
its armed forces was dictated 
by “the complicated military 
and political conditions in the 
world and the growing activity 
of NATO countries near Russia’s 
borders”.

He said raising the armed 
forces’ capabilities, supporting 
the combat readiness of nuclear 
forces and strengthening the 
potential of non-nuclear deter-
rence were among the priorities.

Shoigu on Tuesday com-
plained that US bombers had 
rehearsed a nuclear strike on 
Russia from two different di-
rections earlier this month and 
complained that the planes 
had come too close the Russian 
border, drills the Pentagon said 
had adhered to international 
protocols.

Russian Defence Minister Sergei 
Shoigu

A Ukrainian Air Force fighter jet takes off during a drill in Mykolaiv region in 
southern Ukraine

German parties set to announce coalition deal to end Merkel era
• Three parties reach a 
coalition deal in Germany

• Olaf Scholz close to 
taking over as chancellor

Reuters | Berlin

Social Democrat Olaf Scholz 
was preparing to take over as 

German chancellor after agreeing 

a coalition deal yesterday that 
aims to modernise Europe’s larg-
est economy, accelerate its green 

transition and bring the curtain 
down on the Angela Merkel era.

The centre-left Social Demo-

crats (SPD) said they would pres-
ent their three-way agreement 
with the ecologist Greens and the 
libertarian Free Democrats (FDP) 
at a news conference at 3 p.m. 
(1400 GMT) in Berlin following 
two months of talks.

The deal will install Germany’s 
first three-way federal coalition 
government since the 1950s and 
end 16 years of Merkel-led con-
servative government, marking a 
new era for relations with Europe 
and the rest of the world.

The alliance - named a traf-
fic light coalition after the three 
parties’ respective colours - has 
a majority in the lower house of 
parliament and hopes the govern-
ment will be sworn in early next 
month after the parties ratify the 
coalition pact. 

It faces immediate challenges, 
with Germany tackling its worst 
COVID-19 surge yet and Europe 
grappling with the fallout from 
Brexit and a crisis on the EU’s 
border with Belarus.

Acting German Chancellor Angela Merkel receives a bouquet from acting German 
Finance Minister Olaf Scholz

Iran’s top nuclear negotiator holds talks in UAE 
Reuters | Dubai

Iran’s top nuclear negotiator 
Ali Bagheri Kani met with 
senior Emirati officials yes-

terday during a visit to the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, state news 
agency WAM reported, in a rare 
visit that comes as Abu Dhabi 
moves to reduce tensions with 
Tehran.

WAM said Bagheri Kani, who 
is Iran’s deputy foreign minister, 
met with the diplomatic adviser 
to the UAE president, Anwar 
Gargash, and Emirati minister 
of state for foreign affairs Khal-
ifa Shaheen Almarar.

The discussions stressed the 
importance of strengthening 
relations “on the basis of good 
neighbourliness and mutual 
respect”, working for greater 
regional stability and prosper-
ity and developing bilateral 

economic and commercial ties, 
WAM said.

The visit comes ahead of the 
expected resumption of talks 

between global powers and 
Iran in Vienna on Monday to 
try to revive a 2015 nuclear pact, 
which Gulf states have criticised 

for not addressing Tehran’s mis-
sile programme and regional 
proxies.

Gargash earlier this month 
said that the UAE was taking 
steps to de-escalate tensions 
with Iran.

Senior Iranian and Gulf offi-
cials told Reuters last week that 
a top UAE delegation would visit 
Tehran soon. 

US President Joe Biden wants 
to negotiate a return to compli-
ance with the nuclear deal that 
his predecessor Donald Trump 
quit in 2018, re-imposing sanc-
tions. Iran, which denies pursu-
ing nuclear weapons, responded 
by resuming building its stock-
pile of enriched uranium.

Saudi Arabia launched direct 
talks with Iran in April. Riyadh 
has described the talks as “cor-
dial” but said they remained 
largely exploratory.

Ali Bagheri Kani arrives at the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
(FCDO), in London, Britain

267,819


