
THE WAY TO GET STARTED IS TO 
QUIT TALKING AND BEGIN DOING
WALT DISNEY
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HISTORY
Theodosius I makes his 
adventus, or first formal 
entry, into Constantino-
ple

1st observation of transit of Ve-
nus by Jeremiah Horrocks and 
William Crabtree - helped es-

tablish size of the Solar System

Dutch explorer Abel 
Tasman discovers 
Van Diemen’s Land 
(Tasmania)

English naturalist Charles Darwin pub-
lishes “On the Origin of Species” radically 
changing the view of evolution and laying 
the foundation for evolutionary biology

 UN troops begin an 
assault intending to 
end Korean War by 

Christmas
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Vice President-elect 
@KamalaHarris

 and I spent the after-
noon meeting with a bi-

partisan group of may-
ors. It was just the start 
of what I know will be a 
strong partnership in the 
months and years ahead. 
Together, we’re going to 
beat COVID-19 and build 
back better.

@JoeBiden

We chose the most 
qualified, experi-

enced, and crisis-tested 
national security pro-
fessionals to restore our 
standing in the world, 
project leadership, and 
protect our country.

@KamalaHarris

Pleased the Trump ad-
ministration has tak-

en the final & necessary 
step to formally withdraw 
from the Open Skies Trea-
ty. I’ve been proud to lead 
the fight in the Senate to 
help deliver this blow to 
Putin’s espionage opera-
tions & to counter efforts 
that weaken our national 
security.

@SenTedCruz

Fight, and I believe we 
will prevail! Never-

theless, in the best in-
terest of our Country, I 
am recommending that 
Emily and her team do 
what needs to be done 
with regard to initial pro-
tocols, and have told my 
team to do the same.

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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59,733,982

1,405,813

41,325,024

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+191,353

+4,162

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 113,381 6,560 101,981 4,840

Saudi 
Arabia

355,741 +252 5,811 +15 344,311 5,619

UAE 161,365 +1,310 559 +5 150,261 10,545

Kuwait 140,795 +402 870 +2 133,407 6,518

Oman 122,579 +223 1,391 +5 113,856 7,332

Qatar 137,642 +227 236 134,698 2,708

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 12,786,174 263,899

2 India 9,193,982 134,383

3 Brazil 6,088,004 169,541

4 France 2,144,660 49,232

5 Russia 2,138,828 37,031

6 Spain 1,606,905 43,131

7 UK 1,527,495 55,230

8 Italy 1,431,795 50,453

9 Argentina 1,374,631 37,122

10 Colombia 1,254,979 35,479

11 Mexico 1,049,358 101,926

12 Germany 951,324 14,695

13 Peru 950,557 35,641

14 Poland 909,066 14,314

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u At least three people 
were killed and six were 
injured in a major road 
collision involving over 40 
vehicles and a chemical 
tanker in central China 
yesterday. About 10 vehicles caught 
fire in the crash, which occurred at 
about 7am on Baomao highway in 
the city of Tongchuan, in Shaanxi province. 
Emergency efforts were continuing with 
many people trapped, state broadcaster 
CCTV reported. Two people had so far been 
rescued. The response involved at least 16 
fire engines and more than 100 firefighters. 
The flames were extinguished before they spread to the 34-tonne tanker, which 
was carrying highly flammable methanol, according to CCTV.

u Dozens of nations began pledging billions of dollars in aid 
for Afghanistan at a conference in Geneva yesterday, hoping 

that peace negotiations 
recently begun between 
the government and the 
Taliban will end nearly 
two decades of war. 
During the lead up to the 

quadrennial international donors conference, diplomats reckoned Afghanistan 
could receive 15-20% less funding than the roughly $15.2 billion pledged at the 
last conference in Brussels in 2016 due to uncertainties over the peace process 
and difficulties getting commitments during the coronavirus pandemic.

u Paolo Gabriele, the butler of former Pope Benedict who 
passed on 
the pontiff’s 
personal 
documents to 
the media and 
was convicted 
in the so-called “Vatileaks” case, has died. He was 54. Official Vatican media 
said on Tuesday he died in a Rome hospital after a long illness. Gabriele worked 
for several years as Benedict’s private butler before leaking letters and other 
documents from the pope’s desk in 2012 to an Italian journalist who wrote a book 
about corruption in the Vatican.

u Russia 
said Tuesday 
its Sputnik V 
coronavirus 
vaccine was 
95 percent 
effective and would be cheaper 
and easier to store than some 
alternatives, as the global race 
heats up to develop a jab. The 
announcement was the latest in a flurry of breakthroughs as several vaccine 
makers worldwide published preliminary data showing efficacy rates of 90 
percent and higher. Countries are hoping to begin inoculating their populations by 
year’s end or in early 2021 to stop a pandemic that has claimed the lives of nearly 
1.4 million people.

International 
donors meet to 
pledge billions in 
aid to Afghanistan

Papal butler 
convicted in 
“Vatileaks” case 
dies

Russia 
says Sputnik 
V virus 
vaccine 95pc 

effective

3 dead in 
China road crash 
involving 40 
vehicles and 
chemical tanker

KNOW WHAT

“I’ve got a shark”
Aus girl proves a valuable fish 

friend in shark rescue
Reuters | Sydney

While the words shark 
and Australia typ-
ically conjure up 

images of attacks on swim-
mers and surfers, 11-year-old 
Billie Rea didn’t think twice 
in rescuing a shark trapped by 
the low tide in a rock pool and 
carrying it to deeper water.

“I’ve got a shark. Come on 
darling,” the girl was heard 
answering her mother in a 
video shared on social me-
dia yesterday, as she plucked 
a draughtboard shark from a 
tidal pool on the edge of King-
ston Beach, Tasmania, about 
10 km (6 miles) south of the 
Australian island state’s capital 
of Hobart.

“It’s alright, it’s alright,” Rea 
cooed as she trod over mossy 
rocks with the brown-spotted 
shark in both hands before re-
leasing it in open water.

Rea was never in danger as 
the draughtboard shark is a 
slow-moving, bottom feeder 
that mostly eats small shell-
fish.

“As soon as it came into view, 
I knew what it was and I knew 
that it couldn’t hurt her,” her 
mother Abby Gilbert, who 
filmed the rescue six days ear-
lier, told the Australian Broad-
casting Corp.

“You saw in the video just 
how calm she is, and I feel like 
that animal felt so safe with 
her,” she added.

Abby was more concerned 
with the wet rocks that Billie 
clambered across to get to the 
open water than the live shark 
in her daughter’s hands.

“Just be careful because it’s 
super slippery,” Abby could be 
heard cautioning in the video 
just before Billie reaches the 
water’s edge and places the 
shark into the sea.

Ethiopia says ‘large number’ of 
Tigrayan fighters surrender
Reuters | Addis 
Ababa

Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy 

Ahmed’s govern-
ment said yes-
terday that many 
Tigrayan militia and special 
forces were surrendering in 
line with an ultimatum before 
a threatened offensive against 
the regional capital Mekelle.

“Using the government’s 72-
hour period, a large number 
of Tigray militia and special 
forces are surrendering. Many 
have surrendered through the 

Afar region, and 
the remaining 
forces are surren-
dering peaceful-
ly,” a government 
taskforce said.

There was no 
immediate  re-

sponse from the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front (TPLF), 
which earlier said it had de-
stroyed an important army 
division. Reuters has been un-
able to verify statements from 
either side since phone and 
internet connections to Tigray 
are down and access to the 
area is restricted.

Social media video grab of Billie Rea rescuing a draughtboard sharkTrump clears 
way for Biden

• Trump, in a post 
on Twitter, offered 
support for the move

• Biden forges ahead 
with building team

Reuters | Wilmington, Delaware

US President-elect Joe 
Biden yesterday began a 
new phase in his transi-

tion to the White House after 
the Trump administration gave 
the Democrat access to critical 
resources that will enable him 
to take the reins of power in 
January.

The General Services Admin-
istration’s announcement on 
Monday that it would formal-
ly recognize Biden’s transition 
came after weeks of the pres-
ident falsely claiming that the 
Nov. 3 election had been marred 
by widespread voter fraud.

Trump, in a post on Twitter, 
offered support for the move.

Critics have said the presi-
dent’s refusal to accept the re-
sults undermined US democracy 
and undercut the next adminis-
tration’s ability to fight the novel 
coronavirus.

While Trump stopped short 
of conceding, it was the closest 
he has come to acknowledging 
that it is time to hand over pow-
er to Biden, who will take office 
on Jan. 20.

The GSA announcement will 
allow the president-elect to ac-
cess millions of dollars in funds 
and focus on putting together a 

leadership team.
It also paves the way 

for Biden and Vice Presi-
dent-elect Kamala Harris to 
receive regular national se-
curity briefings that Trump 
also gets.

Biden and Harris are ex-
pected to formally introduce 
their appointments to criti-

cal national security and foreign 
policy positions in Wilmington, 
Delaware.

Biden on Monday tapped 
trusted aide Antony Blinken 
to head the State Department 
and John Kerry, a former U.S. 
senator, secretary of state and 
2004 Democratic presidential 
nominee, to serve as his special 
climate envoy.

Biden, who plans to undo 
many of Trump’s “America 
First” policies, also named Jake 
Sullivan as his national secu-
rity adviser and Linda Thom-
as-Greenfield as US ambassador 
to the United Nations - both 
with high-level government ex-
perience.

He is likely to tap former Fed-
eral Reserve Chair Janet Yellen 
to become the next Treasury 

secretary, according to two 
Biden allies, who spoke 
on condition of ano-

nymity to discuss 
a personnel deci-
sion that was not 

yet public.

US President-elect Joe Biden 
holds videoconference meeting 
with US Conference of Mayors 
at his transition headquarters in 
Wilmington, Delaware

306
Biden won 306 state-by-
state electoral votes to 

Trump’s 232.

Clean-up on Saudi oil facility after Houthi strike

Reuters

One of the 13 tanks at Aramco’s 
North Jeddah Bulk Plant is 

currently out of action, the offi-
cial told journalists on a tour. He 
described the site as a “critical 

facility” which distributes more 
than 120,000 barrels of products 
per day domestically to Jeddah, 
Mecca and the al-Baha region.

A fire caused in the incident 
was extinguished in around 40 
minutes with no casualties, the 

official said. The projectile struck 
the storage tank from the top, 
causing “major damage” to the 
tanks’ roof, with a hole around 2 
meters square, the official said. 
Black marks and some damage 
around its top rim were visible.

The tank damaged in the attack. Black marks and some damage around its top rim were visible.

Russia chases off US warship in row 
over waters in Sea of Japan

• The Admiral 
Vinogradov verbally 
warned USS John 
S. McCain

• Threatened to ram 
it in order to force it 
to leave the area

• Russia said its 
Pacific Fleet warship 
had been tracking the 
American destroyer

• The US Navy said 
its warship had been in 
international waters

Reuters | Moscow

Russia said yesterday one of its 
warships caught and chased 

off a US destroyer operating ille-
gally in its territorial waters in 
the Sea of Japan, but the US Navy 
denied wrongdoing by its vessel 
and accused Moscow of making 
excessive maritime claims.

The Admiral Vinogradov, a Rus-
sian destroyer, verbally warned 

USS John S. McCain, a US Navy 
guided-missile destroyer, and 
threatened to ram it in order to 
force it to leave the area, prompt-
ing it to return to neutral waters, 
Moscow said.

Russia said its Pacific Fleet war-
ship had been tracking the Amer-
ican destroyer in the Peter the 
Great Gulf, and that the US vessel 
had violated Russia’s territorial 
waters at 0317 GMT by going two 
kilometres beyond the sea border.

But the US Navy said its warship 
had been in international waters 
throughout as it carried out a 
“freedom of navigation” operation 
to assert its rights and challenge 
what it said were Russia’s exces-
sive maritime claims.

“...the United States will never 
bow in intimidation or be coerced 
into accepting illegitimate mari-
time claims, such as those made 
by the Russian Federation,” said 
Lieutenant Joe Keiley, 7th Fleet 
spokesperson.

“The Russian Federation’s 
statement about this mission is 
false,” he said. “USS John S. Mc-
Cain was not ‘expelled’ from any 
nation’s territory.”

The US destroyer made no fur-
ther attempts to enter Russian 
waters after leaving the area, Mos-

cow said. The Admiral Vinogra-
dov was continuing to observe its 
movements and another vessel, 
a corvette, was dispatched to the 
area, it added.

Such incidents at sea are rare, 
but they underscore the poor 
diplomatic and military relations 
between Russia and the United 
States whose ties are languishing 
at a post-Cold War low.

Representative picture (Courtesy of business standard)

The last remaining major 
arms control pact between the 

former Cold War foes is due 
to expire in February despite 

months of talks to find a 
replacement.

Also, President Vladimir Putin 
has yet to congratulate US 
Democratic President-elect 

Joe Biden with his Nov. 3 elec-
tion victory over President 

Donald Trump.

Guard against laxity in Covid-19 
fight: Modi tells chief ministers

News18

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, in a vir-
tual meeting yesterday, 

warned the chief ministers 
of eight states and union ter-
ritories against letting their 
guards down in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He called 
for reducing the positivity and 
fatality rates by focusing on 
curbing the virus transmission. 
Even as he underlined that In-
dia’s COVID-19 situation is more 
stable than other countries in 
terms of recovery and fatality 
rates, the prime minister called 
for more RT-PCR tests.

Modi asked them to work 
towards bringing the positive 

rate to less than 5 per cent and 
the fatality rate to under 1 per 
cent and called for more RT-
PCR tests. “We need to speed 
up our efforts to reduce trans-
mission of the virus. Testing, 
confirmation, contact tracing 
and data must be given top pri-
ority,” he said.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and Health Minister 
Harsh Vardhan, while the chief 
ministers who participated in 
the virtual interaction include 
Delhi’s Arvind Kejriwal, Ra-
jasthan’s Ashok Gehlot, West 
Bengal’s Mamata Banerjee, 
Maharashtra’s Uddhav Thac-
keray, Chhattisgarh’s Bhupesh 

Baghel, Telangana’s K Chan-
drashekhar Rao and Gujarat’s 
Vijay Rupani. A massive net-
work of testing to treatment 
is running well in the entire 
country and it is being regularly 
widened, the prime minister 
said.

Modi has held several rounds 
of virtual meetings with states 
over the coronavirus situation 
so far. 

While the national daily COV-
ID-19 case count has remained 
below 50,000 for some time, 
several urban centres have 
witnessed a surge, resulting in 
enforcement of several meas-
ures, including curfews in some 
cities.Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi

‘Very Weak 
President’: Chinese 
Adviser says Biden 
could ‘Start Wars’
News18

A Chinese government ad-
visor has said the country 

must drop its illusion that the 
Sino-American relations will 
automatically improve under 
the President-elect Joe Biden 
and that Beiijing should pre-
pare for a tough stance from 
Washington.

Zheng Yongnian, who is 
the Dean of the Advanced 
Institute of Global and Con-
temporary China Studies, a 
Shenzhen-based think tank, 
has said that Beijing should 
utilise every opportunity to 
mend ties with the US, South 
China Morning Post reported, 
according to ANI.

Claiming that American so-
ciety is ‘torn apart’, the gov-

ernment advisor said that 
“Biden couldn’t do anything 
about it.”

“He is certainly a very 
weak President, if he can’t 
sort out domestic issues, 
then he will do something 
on the diplomatic front, do 

something against China. If 
we say Trump is not inter-

ested in promoting de-
mocracy and freedom, 

Biden is. Trump is 
not interested in 
war... but a Dem-
ocratic President 
could start wars,” 
he said.


