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The infamous “Charge of the 
Light Brigade” during the Bat-
tle of Balaclava in the Crimean 
War results in over 100 killed

US Ambassador to the UN Adlai Stevenson 
demands USSR UN rep Zorin answer regarding 
Cuban missile bases saying “I am prepared to 

wait for my answer until hell freezes over”

United Nations votes to expel 
the Chinese Nationalist ruled 
Taiwan and admit the Commu-
nist People’s Republic of China

Chinese Premier Xi Jinping unveils 
his new ruling council in the Great 
Hall of the People, none of the five 
are young enough to succeed him

Her photography was beautiful, and every day, 
everybody on the camera team was proud to be 

there for her, because we were proud of what we 
were creating – what she was creating
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The world needs he-
roes like Shumaila 

Rehmani. I’m inspired by 
the impact she’s making 
in her community to save 
lives and help #EndPo-
lio.

@BillGates

The last four years, 
every month was in-

frastructure month. But 
nothing happened. We 
can’t afford to sit while 
other countries pass us 
by.

@JoeBiden

The ruling class of this 
country is nervous. 

They know more and 
more people are realizing 
they have the right to live 
in peace, the right to live 
with dignity. And that is 
a very real threat to their 
greed.

@SenSanders

76 years ago, the United 
Nations was created 

as a vehicle of hope for a 
world emerging from the 
shadow of catastrophic 
conflict. Today, the wom-
en & men of the @UN 
carry this hope forward 
around the globe. We 
will never give up mak-
ing this world better for 
everyone, everywhere.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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244,321,481

4,962,546

221,338,615

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+232,636

+3,730

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 323,733 18,242 273,154 32,337

Saudi 
Arabia

548,252 +47 8,778 +2 537,282 2,192

UAE 739,284 +94 2,130 +1 733,250 3,904

Kuwait 412,506 2,460 409,568 478

Oman 304,163 +18 4,110 +1 299,540 513

Qatar 238,518 +82 609 +1 236,906 1,003

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 46,294,927 756,215

2 India 34,188,229 454,728

3 Brazil 21,723,559 605,569

4 UK 8,773,674 139,533

5 Russia 8,241,643 230,600

6 Turkey 7,827,013 68,917

7 France 7,120,863 117,463

8 Iran 5,860,844 125,223

9 Argentina 5,279,818 115,823

10 Spain 4,997,732 87,132

11 Colombia 4,989,681 127,032

12 Italy 4,741,185 131,826

13 Germany 4,469,304 95,794

14 Indonesia 4,240,019 143,205

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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News in brief 
 u Myanmar’s military 
rulers pledged on Sunday 
to cooperate “as much as 
possible” with a peace plan 
agreed with ASEAN, despite a 
stern rebuke of the regional bloc 
for excluding the country’s top 
commander from a summit this 
week. In an announcement in state 
media on Sunday, the junta said it upholds 
the principal of peaceful coexistence with 
other countries and would cooperate with 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) in following a five-point “consensus” 
agreed in April, a plan backed by the West 
and China. ASEAN foreign ministers decided on Oct. 15 to sideline Min Aung 
Hlaing, leader of a Feb. 1 Myanmar coup, for his failure to implement that plan, 
which included ending hostilities, initiating dialogue, allowing humanitarian 
support and granting a special envoy full access in the country.

u Melbourne, the 
world’s most locked-
down city that emerged 
from its latest spate of 
COVID-19 restrictions on 
Friday, will see more curbs 

eased next week when Victoria state reaches an 80% 
full vaccination rate, officials said yesterday.  Home to 

about five million people, Melbourne endured 262 days, or nearly nine months, of 
stay-at-home restrictions during six lockdowns since March 2020, longer than the 
234-day continuous lockdown in Buenos Aires.

u Prime 
Minister 
Pedro 
Sanchez 
said Spain 
would speed 
up aid to the hard-hit agriculture and fishing industries on the island of La 
Palma, where part of the volcano’s cone collapsed on Saturday and red hot lava 
continued to flow over a month after the eruption began. Lava has covered almost 
900 hectares of land, destroying over 2,000 buildings 
and many banana plantations. More than 7,000 people 
have had to leave their homes since the eruption started 
on Sept. 19.

u President Tayyip 
Erdogan’s political 
opponents said his call to 
expel the ambassadors 
of 10 Western allies was 
an attempt to distract attention from Turkey’s 
economic difficulties, while diplomats hoped the expulsions might yet be averted. 
On Saturday Erdogan said he ordered the envoys be declared ‘persona non 
grata’ for seeking philanthropist Osman Kavala’s release from prison. Kemal 
Kilicdaroglu, leader of the main opposition CHP, said Erdogan was “rapidly 
dragging the country to a precipice”. “The reason for these moves is not to 
protect national interests but to create artificial reasons for the ruining of the 
economy,” he said on Twitter.

Melbourne 
to ease more 
COVID curbs 
as 80% 
vaccination 

rate nears

Spain vows 
to speed up aid 
to volcano-hit La 
Palma

Erdogan’s 
critics say 
demand for 
expulsions is 
distraction 
from economy 

woes

Myanmar 
says it’s 
committed to 

ASEAN peace

The Yemeni civil war began 
in 2014 when the Houthis 

seized the capital Sanaa, 120 
kilometres west of Marib, 

prompting Saudi-led forces 
to intervene to prop up the 
government the following 

year.
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US Palestinian mission in 
Jerusalem may not reopen
• US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken 
this month reiterated 
Washington’s plan to 
reopen the consulate

Reuters | Jerusalem

Israel’s deputy foreign minister 
said yesterday that the Biden 
administration may shelve its 

plan to reopen a US diplomatic 
mission for Palestinians in Jerusa-
lem after Israel voiced opposition 
to such a move.

The Jerusalem consulate was 
subsumed into the US Embassy 
that was moved to the contested 
city from Tel Aviv in 2018 by the 
administration of former Presi-

dent Donald Trump - a reversal 
of US policy hailed by Israel and 
condemned by Palestinians.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken this month reiterated 
Washington’s plan to reopen the 

consulate as part of efforts to re-
pair Palestinian ties. He did not 
give timelines.  

“I believe that I have good rea-
son to think this will not happen,” 
Deputy Foreign Minister Idan 
Roll told Israel’s Ynet TV.

“ T h e  A m e r i c a n s  u n d e r-
stand the political complex-
ity,” Roll said. “We have very 
good relations ... We don’t be-
lieve in surprising them. I don’t 
think they will try to surprise  
us.”

US Embassy spokespeople could 
not immediately be reached for 
comment

Reopening the consulate could 
weaken nationalist Prime Min-
ister Naftali Bennett and under-
mine his fragile cross-partisan 
government, Israeli officials have 
argued.

An American flag flutters at the premises of the former United States Consulate 
General in Jerusalem

Israel, UAE sign 
‘green corridor’ 
agreement

Reuters 

Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates have signed a 

“green corridor” agreement 
allowing passengers vac-
cinated against the novel 
coronavirus to travel freely 
between the two countries, 
the Israeli consulate in Du-
bai said on Twitter yester-
day.

A security man takes temperature 
of a woman amid the outbreak 
of the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) at Dubai International 
Airport

‘Vibrant’ cinematographer remembered as police probe Baldwin shooting
Reuters | Albuquerque

The crew was setting up a dif-
ficult shot during filming on 

the New Mexico set of “Rust”, 
and the movie’s cinematographer, 
Halyna Hutchins, wasn’t quite 
satisfied.

She turned to Lane Luper, a 
member of the camera crew, who 
suggested some adjustments that 
she found worked perfectly. That 
kind of collaborative spirit, Luper 
said at a candlelight vigil on Sat-
urday, was what made Hutchins 
such a joy to work with.

“Her photography was beau-
tiful, and every day, everybody 
on the camera team was proud 
to be there for her, because we 

were proud of what we were cre-
ating – what she was creating,” 
he told the crowd, two days after 
Hutchins was killed in an acci-
dent when actor Alec Baldwin 
fired a prop gun on set.

Luper said he would have been 
lucky to work with her again. 
“And I don’t get to. And it sucks,” 
he said, breaking into tears.

While organisers emphasized 
that the vigil in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, was to honor Hutchins’ 
memory, rather than focus on her 
death, some in the crowd held 
signs that read “Safety on Set,” a 
reminder that the circumstances 
surrounding Thursday’s shooting 
remain murky.

Details have emerged suggest-

ing the production was troubled 
before the accident. Several crew 
members walked off the set at 

the Bonanza Creek Ranch, south 
of Santa Fe, just hours before the 
incident, protesting what they 

saw as poor working conditions, 
several media outlets reported.

Last week, Baldwin’s stunt dou-
ble accidentally fired two rounds 
with a prop firearm after being 
told it was “cold,” an industry 
term meaning a weapon is not 
loaded with ammunition, the Los 
Angeles Times said. At least one 
employee complained to a pro-

duction manager about gun safety 
on set, the newspaper reported, 
citing unnamed crew members.

The same mistake may have oc-
curred on Thursday, according to 
court records. An assistant direc-
tor, Dave Halls, handed Baldwin 
the prop gun and told him it was 
a “cold gun”, according to an af-
fidavit from the Santa Fe County 

Sheriff ’s Office.
When Baldwin fired the gun, 

Hutchins was fatally struck in the 
chest, according to the sheriff ’s 
office.

It is unclear why the gun con-
tained a projectile. The person 
in charge of weapons on set is 

known as an armorer. The armor-
er for “Rust,” Hannah Gutierrez, 
had set up the gun and two others, 
according to the affidavit.

Halls and Gutierrez could not 
be reached for comment on Sat-
urday.

Rust Movie Productions said 
in a statement on Friday it had 
not been aware of any safety con-
cerns but was investigating the 
incident.

“Though we were not made 
aware of any official complaints 
concerning weapon or prop safety 
on set, we will be conducting an 
internal review of our procedures 
while production is shut down,” 
the company said. Baldwin is 
among the film’s producers.

Cinematographer Halyna Hutchins

The entrance to the film set of “Rust” is seen through a barbed wire fence after 
Hollywood actor Alec Baldwin fatally shot a cinematographer and wounded a 
director when he discharged a prop gun on the movie set in Santa Fe, New Mexico

Libyan elections 
commission to 
start registering 
candidates in Nov

Reuters | Tripoli

Registration for candi-
dates in Libya’s presi-

dential and parliamentary 
elections should open in 
November, the head of the 
electoral commission said 
yesterday. 

Elections are a key step in 
a UN-backed process to end 
a decade of violence by cre-
ating a new political lead-
ership whose legitimacy is 
widely accepted.

But wrangling over the 
constitutional basis for elec-
tions, the rules governing 
them and questions over 
their credibility have threat-
ened to unravel the peace 
process in recent months.

The first round of the 
presidential election is due 
to be held on Dec. 24. A 
second round, along with a 
parliamentary election, will 
then be held at a later date, 
said the commission head, 
Emad al-Sayah.

He said the registration 
process should open by 
mid-November, after tech-
nical and logistical prepara-
tions were complete.

But the complexities of 
the political patchwork re-
sulting from divisions be-
tween eastern and western 
Libya mean there are still 
hurdles to overcome.

Although parliament has 
issued a law enabling the 
presidential election to be 
held on Dec. 24, it has also 
issued another law saying 
the parliamentary election 
will happen separately, at 
a later date. Other political 
institutions have rejected 
parliament’s proposals.

Emad Al-Sayah, Chairman of 
Libya’s High National Election 
Commission 

Fire blazes on cargo ship 
off British Columbia
• Sixteen crew 
members have been 
evacuated from the 
MV Zim Kingston

• Ten containers are 
currently burning

• 40 containers had 
fallen overboard

Reuters 

A fire broke out on Saturday 
on containers on a cargo 

ship carrying mining chemicals 
off British Columbia, and the 
Canadian Coast Guard said it 
is working with the US Coast 
Guard to assess the situation, 
including environmental haz-
ards.

Sixteen crew members have 
been evacuated from the MV 
Zim Kingston, while five re-
mained onboard to fight the 
fire, the Canadian Coast Guard 
said in a statement on Saturday.

“No injuries were reported,” 
Danaos Shipping Co, the com-
pany that manages the contain-
er ship, said in a statement to 
Reuters on Sunday.

The fire “appears to have 

been contained,” and a salvage 
and fire extinguishing agency 
have been roped in to ensure 
the safe return of the vessel’s 
crew, Danaos said.

Ten containers were current-
ly burning, the coast guard had 
earlier said, adding that the 
fire continued to spread but 
the ship itself was not on fire.

Meanwhile, the agency said it 
was working with its US coun-
terpart to track 40 containers 
that had fallen overboard, say-
ing they pose a significant risk 
to mariners.

“Mariners are advised to stay 
clear of the area. Currently 
there is no safety risk to people 
on shore, however the situation 

will continue to be monitored,” 
the agency said.

Video obtained by Reuters 
showed fire cascading down 
from the deck of the ship into 
the water.

The Zim Kingston reported 
on Friday that it had encoun-
tered rough weather west of the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca.

“This is extremely concern-
ing. The ship and containers 
are very close to Victoria, BC, 
and a big storm is forecast to 
hit tonight. We ... are worried 
this may be yet another envi-
ronmental disaster,” said David 
Boudinot, president of Surfrid-
er Foundation Canada, an envi-
ronmental organization.

Fire cascades down from the deck of the container ship ZIM Kingston into the 
waters off the coast of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

Deadly blast in Ugandan capital ‘seems 
to be a terrorist act’ - president
Reuters 

A deadly blast in Kampala 
late on Saturday appeared 

to be an act of terrorism, Ugan-
dan President Yoweri Museveni 
said yesterday. 

He said the explosion in the 
capital killed one person, al-
though the Uganda Police chief 
political commissar Asan Kas-
ingye said late on Saturday that 
two people were killed.

At least seven people were in-
jured, TV station NTV reported.

“It seems to be a terrorist act,” 
Museveni Tweeted on Sunday.

“The information I have is 
that 3 people came and left a 
package in kaveera [plastic bag] 
which later on exploded,” Mu-
seveni said.

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility.

The blast occurred at Digida 
Pork Joint, a restaurant, local 

media reported. Videos shared 
on social media showed pan-
icked and confused revellers il-
luminated by blue police lights.

Ugandan explosives experts inspect the debris at the scene of an explosion in 
Komamboga, a suburb on the northern outskirts of Kampala, Uganda

More than 260 Houthis killed in 
strikes near Marib, coalition says
France24

The Saudi-led coalition fight-
ing in Yemen said yesterday it 

had killed more than 260 Houthi 
rebels in the past three days near 
the strategic city of Marib.

“Thirty-six military vehicles 
were destroyed and more than 
264” rebel fighters were killed 
in strikes in the past 72 hours in 

al-Jawba, some 50 kilometres 
(30 miles) south of Marib, and in 
al-Kassara, 30 kilometres to the 
northwest, the coalition said, as 
quoted by the Saudi Press Agency.

The Iran-backed Houthi  re-
bels rarely comment on losses and 
AFP could not independently ver-
ify the toll.

The coalition has for the past 
two weeks reported almost daily 

strikes around Marib, the interna-
tionally recognised government’s 
last bastion in oil-rich northern 
Yemen.

It says it has killed hundreds of 
Houthi rebels in the fighting.

The Houthis began a major 
push to seize Marib in Febru-
ary and have renewed their of-
fensive since September after  
a lull.

A Yemeni government fighter fires a vehicle-mounted weapon at a frontline position 
during fighting against Houthi rebels in Marib, Yemen

Picasso works fetch more than $100 
million at Sotheby’s Las Vegas auction
News Wires

Eleven Picasso paintings and 
other works that helped 

turn Las Vegas into an unlikely 
destination for art were sold at 
auction on Saturday for more 
than $100 million.

The Sotheby’s auction was 
held at the Bellagio hotel in 
Las Vegas, where the works 
had been on display for years, 
and took place two days before 
the 140th birthday of the Span-
ish artist on Oct. 25.

Five of the paintings had 
hung on the walls of the Bel-
lagio’s fine dining restaurant, 
Picasso. The restaurant will 
continue to display 12 other 
Picasso works.

The highest  price was 
fetched by the 1938 painting 
“Femme au beret rouge-or-
ange” of Picasso’s lover and 
muse Marie-Therese Walter, 
which sold for $40.5 million, 
some $10 million over the high 
pre-sale estimate.

The large-scale portraits 
“Homme et Enfant” and “Buste 
d’homme” sold for $24.4 mil-
lion and $9.5 million respec-
tively, while smaller works on 
ceramic, like “Le Dejeuner sur 

l’herbe” which sold for $2.1 
million, went for three or four 
times their pre-sale estimate.

The buyers’ names were not 
disclosed.

Saturday’s sale was part of a 
bid by casino and hotel group 
MGM Resorts to further di-
versify its vast collection to 
include more art from women, 
people of color and emerging 
nations as well as from LGBTQ 
artists and artists with disa-
bilities.

A 2019 Public Library of Sci-
ence study of 18 leading US 
museums found that 85% of 
the artists on display are white 
and 87% are men.

Pablo Picasso’s 1938 painting of 
Marie Therese

Israel to build over 
new 1,300 W.Bank 
settler homes
AFP News 

Is ra e l  ye s t e rd a y  a n -
nounced plans to build 

more residences for Jew-
ish settlers in the occu-
pied West Bank, drawing 
immediate condemnation 
from Palestinians, peace 
activists and neighbouring  
Jordan.

The announcement from 
the housing and construc-
tion ministry in right-wing 
Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett’s government said 
tenders had been published 
for 1,355 homes in the West 
Bank, which has been occu-
pied by Israel since the 1967 
Six-Day War.

Those new homes add 
to the more than 2,000 
residences which defence 
sources have said in August 
would be authorised for 
West Bank settlers.

Final approval is expected 
from the defence ministry 
this week for those homes.


