
A training programme 
for university students
Goal is to address environmental and climate challenges and problems in Kingdom

• Higher Education 
Council and British 
Council launch event

TDT | Manama

A training programme of 
the international “Cli-
mate Champions” re-

search project for undergrad-
uate students in public and 
private higher education in-
stitutions in the Kingdom was 
opened yesterday in partnership 
with the British Council.

The event, set from October 
23 to 28 at the Wyndham Grand 
Hotel in Bahrain Bay, is held 
under the patronage of the Sec-
retary-General of the Higher 
Education Council (HEC) and 
the Deputy Chairperson of its 
Board of Trustees, Dr Shaikha 
Rana bint Isa bin Duaij Al Khal-
ifa.

Attended by the UK Ambas-
sador to Bahrain Roddy Drum-
mond and heads of higher 
education institutions in the 
Kingdom, the programme aims 
to enhance the research ca-

pabilities of students in a way 
that contributes to addressing 
environmental and climate 
challenges and problems in the 
Kingdom.

Environment, climate and 
scientific research skills ex-
perts Dan Boyden and Daniel 
Smith will lecture during the 
programme.

Addressing the opening ses-
sion, Dr Shaikha Rana expressed 
thanks to the British Embassy 
and the British Council for their 
partnership in implementing 
this training programme, which 
relates to an important issue 
closely related to various areas 

of development.
It also coincides with the na-

tional “Forever Green” cam-
paign, launched under the pa-
tronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim 
Al Khalifa, Wife of HM the King, 
to achieve the goals of sustaina-
ble development in the areas of 
climate and the environment.

She stressed the importance 
of scientific research in the field 
of environment and climate 
in addressing the associated 
challenges from which various 
countries suffer.

Dr Shaikha Rana highlight-
ed the distinguished level of 

this training programme and 
its participants, noting that it 
defines the ecosystem, nature 
and cultural identity, shows 
how our identities shape our 
relationship with nature and 
promotes innovation in climate  
action.

She also praised the partici-
pation of ten academicians and 
50 undergraduate students from 
various disciplines in the king-
dom’s higher education insti-
tutions.

The HEC Secretary Gener-
al added that the programme 
will continue throughout the 
first semester of this academic 
year, as the participants in the 
workshops will be divided into 
groups, with each group tasked 
with preparing a research and a 
social project on one of the en-
vironmental and climatic prob-
lems in the Kingdom, based on 
the recommendations of the 
Supreme Council for the Envi-
ronment.  

Each group will be super-
vised by a member of the aca-
demic staff participating in the 
programme, and will contact 
trainers in the United Kingdom 
virtually.

There is a lot of talk in decision-making circles these days 
about the ‘aesthetics’ of garbage dumpsters.

There has even been a suggestion to stick artificial 
grass panels to the dumpsters to give an impression of ‘green 
cover’. Personally, I think that is a very unhygienic solution.

Inevitably people dropping 
off their waste will let the trash 
overflow and bits of waste will 
get stuck in the artificial turf 
cover, leading to the menace of 
flies and odour.

Indeed, we are going about 
the whole garbage issue in the 
wrong way.

In Bahrain, we are fast run-
ning out of landfill area and 
our garbage is just increasing 
every month because of rapid 
urbanisation and general uptick 
in the use of disposables.

In April this year, the South-
ern Governorate alone saw the removal of over 700 tonnes of 
discarded furniture. Luckily, these did not end up in landfills 
but were recycled to needy families.

What we need are strong garbage disposal ethics. House-
hold waste is one of the biggest contributors to Bahrain’s trash 
burden.

Why not start at the beginning of the cycle and get people 
to segregate their trash into recyclables and non-recyclable 
garbage so that we can lessen the burden on our landfills and 
our planet too.

The impact of household-level segregation of garbage is 
enormous and many countries are practising this civic duty. In 
places like the UK and Germany, unsegregated garbage is left 
uncollected and this kind of public exposure of carelessness is 
a great deterrent.

In our Eastern culture, we sadly believe that garbage is not 
worth our time once discarded, forgetting that if we do not make 
it ecologically suitable for disposal, it will impact our children’s 
lives more than ours.

In these times of climate change and global warming, begin 
the renewal of our planet at every doorstep – simply separate 
your trash into glass, paper, plastic and organic waste and lessen 
the burden on Mother Earth. 

Leave the ideas of “beautification of garbage bins” to dream-
ers.
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This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 
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DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        

Great leaders 
inspire us to 

goodness

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD
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EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 

HH Shaikh Nasser

Green garbage begins at 
your doorstep

Notice of Application to Transfer Business

From T’azur Company B.S.C. (C) to Solidarity Bahrain B.S.C.

Pursuant to Article (66) of the Central Bank and Financial 
Institutions Law No. (64) of 2006 as amended, the Central 
Bank of Bahrain hereby gives notice that an application 
has been received from T’azur Company B.S.C. (C) (the 
“Transferor”) registered under C.R. No. 66941-1 for the purpose 
of approving the Transferor’s desire to transfer the Company’s 
whole business related to Bahrain operations (including Qatar 
branch in run-off), and excluding the Company’s ownership of 
70% of the paid-up share capital of T’azur Takaful Insurance 
Company K.S.C (Kuwait), to Solidarity Bahrain B.S.C. (the 
“Transferee”) registered under C.R. No. 5091-1. Precise details 
of the business to which this application relates can be 
obtained from the Transferor at the following address:

Mr. Yahya Ebrahim Nooruddin 
Chief Executive Officer

T’azur Company B.S.C. (c)
P.O. Box 31600, Manama - Kingdom of Bahrain

Telephone No. 00973 17561661
Fax No. 00973 17561669

Written representations regarding the aforementioned transfer 
of business must be submitted to the Director of the Insurance 
Supervision Directorate at the Central Bank of Bahrain within 
three months from the date of publishing this notice to the 
following address:

Mrs. Elham Ebrahim Taleb
Director of Insurance Supervision Directorate

Central Bank of Bahrain
P.O. Box: 27, Manama - Kingdom of Bahrain

Telephone No. 00973 17547302/303
Fax No. 00973 17530399

Dr Shaikha Rana speaks at the inauguration

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Filipinos updated on Philippine COVID-19 vaccine rollout
TDT | Manama

The Philippine Embassy has been reg-
ularly updating Filipinos residing and 

working in the Kingdom of Bahrain on the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine rollout 
back home.

To date, the total number of first and sec-
ond vaccine doses administered in the Phil-
ippines has reached more than 53,315,069 
million as of 19 October. There are now 
24,694.717 million people who have been 
fully vaccinated from the virus.

COVID-19 vaccination in the Philippines 
started in March 2021 and the country aims 
to vaccinate 58 million people by the end 
of the year.

Through its official Facebook account, 
the Embassy also provides the guides to 
be followed by Bahrain-based Filipinos 
to reduce inconvenience they encounter 
going home.

Under existing protocol, returning Filipi-
nos from overseas are subjected to 10-day 
facility quarantine.

In compliance with Philippine govern-
ment regulations, travellers arriving in the 
Philippines starting 8 October and onwards, 
who are unvaccinated, partially vaccinated 
or individuals whose vaccination status 
cannot be independently validated, and 
those vaccinated but failed to comply with 
the test-before-travel requirements, shall 
undergo 14 days of quarantine, eight days 
of which shall be observed at an accredited 
hotel or facility, and the remaining six to be 
completed at home under the monitoring of 
their respective Local Government Units.

Travellers shall also undergo an RT-PCR 
test on the seventh day of their quarantine 
stay.

A traveller must stay at a hotel accredited 
by our Tourism and Health Agencies while 
waiting for scheduled test and the release 
of results. He/she can only check out from 
the hotel until the release of the negative 
RT-PCR test taken on the seventh day. Day 
1 starts on arrival date.

SEA President receives Ambassador to Belgium
Sustainable Energy Authority (SEA) 
President Dr Abdulhussain bin Ali Mirza 
received newly appointed Bahraini 
Ambassador to Belgium Abdullah Faisal 
Jaber Al Dosseri. Dr Mirza congratulated 
the Ambassador on obtaining the Royal 
trust, wishing him success in performing 
his duties and developing cooperation in 
all fields. He stressed the deep historical 
relations between the two countries, 
which have an impact in enriching 
aspects of cooperation in the renewable 
energy and energy efficiency fields. The 
meeting discussed opportunities for 
exchanging expertise and investments 
in renewable energy and energy 
efficiency projects between the two 
kingdoms.


