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SPOIES

Alcaraz braces for renewed Sinner

Alcaraz expects
Sinner to change tactics

@ Sinner admitted
being “predictable”

Each won two
Slams this season

AFP | Tokyo

orld number one
Carlos Alcaraz said
yesterday that he will

have to prepare for a new and
improved Jannik Sinner after
beating his great rival in the US
Open final.

Italy’s Sinner admitted he
needed to overhaul his “pre-
dictable” game after losing to
Alcaraz in New York earlier this
month in the latest of a string
of recent defeats to his Spanish
nemesis.

Alcaraz is playing at the Japan
Open in Tokyo this week, while
Sinner will compete at the Chi-
na Open in Beijing in his first
appearance since the US Open.

World number one Alcaraz prepares for a stronger Sinner after US Open defeat

Alcaraz and Sinner be-
came the first pair to
contest all four Grand
Slam finals in a single
season since Rod La-
ver and Roy Emerson
in 1962

Alcaraz said he would need to
be ready for a different Sinner
next time he faces the world
number two on the court.

“I know he’s going to change
something from the last match,”
said Alcaraz.

“It’s the same thing that I did
when I lost to him a couple of
times, I tried to be a better play-
er the next time I was going to
face him.

“I have to be focused and I
have to be ready for that change,”
he added.

Jannik Sinner (L) greets Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz during Wimbledon final (file photo)

CARLOS ALCARAZ

Alcaraz and Sinner have dom-
inated men’s tennis this season,
with the pair contesting all four
Grand Slam finals, winning two
each.

Alcaraz is only 22 and Sin-
ner is just two years older, and
the two look set to monopolise
the sport’s top titles for years
to come.

“Our rivalry is getting better,
which for me and for tennis I
would say is great,” said Alcaraz.

“We will see in the future how
many times I’'m going to play

Alcaraz has won the French been “the best season that I've
Open as well as the US Open ever done”.
_ this year and he said it had  “I’ve seen myself that I've
2 grown up a lot as a player on
the court,” he said.

against him and which circum-
stances we will play.
“Right now, it’s going

great.”

Alcaraz heads to / _
Tokyo coming off | 4
a surprise loss to
American world
number five Tay-
lor Fritz at the ¥
Laver Cup in San
Francisco last
week.

Fritz is the num-
ber two seed in
Tokyo, where
Denmark’s
Holger -
Rune,
Nor-
way’s
Casper
Ruud
and
t h e
Czech
R e -
public’s
Tomas
Machac
will also
com -
pete.
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