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MMA Federation presidents, fighters congratulate HH Shaikh Khalid and BRAVE CF

IMMAF President
sends his congratulations
on sixth anniversary
of BRAVE CF and
HH’s birthday
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he Presidents of various

federations from across the
globe were in full praise for the
man of the hour, His Highness
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, who not only celebrat-
ed his birthday, but also the 6th
anniversary of BRAVE Combat
Federation on Friday, 23rd Sep-
tember.

Six years after the very first
BRAVE CF event, the promotion
has come a long way in building
the sport and laying down foun-
dations for federations, athletes
and fans across the globe. With
that said, International Mixed
Martial Arts (IMMAF) president,
Kerrith Brown, formed part of a
long list of distinguished mem-
bers of the Mixed Martial Arts
and larger sporting community
who took the time to congratu-
late His Highness Shaikh Khalid
bin Hamad Al Khalifa on the
sixth anniversary of BRAVE Com-
bat Federation, as well as wishes
of happy birthday to the combat
sports visionary.

“As President of the Interna-
tional Mixed Martial Arts Fed-
eration, I, Kerrith Brown, would
like to wish His Highness Shaikh
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa
a very happy birthday on the
6th anniversary of BRAVE CF.
His Highness has had an ex-
traordinary impact on the global
development of this sport in the
Middle East and in Asia,” said
Brown.
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HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa

“His Highness has made bold
investments in the sport, from
the grassroots up to the profes-
sional level. Now, with BRAVE CF
progressing his Highness’ vision
for the growth of Amateur MMA
through the impressive Super
Cup which was held earlier this
year, I look forward to future
collaborations with the Bahrain
MMA Federation and BRAVE CF
for the benefit of the sport and
its participation worldwide.
Happy Birthday, Your High-
ness!” added Brown.

Heads of various MMA boards
showered His Highness and
BRAVE CF with blessings for the
great work being done thus far
with an eye on further global
expansion of mixed martial arts.

“I would like to congratulate
His Highness Shaikh Khalid bin
Hamad Al Khalifa for the sixth
anniversary of BRAVE Combat
Federation. We as the Slovenian
MMA Federation are looking for-
ward to a bright future togeth-
er, hoping to host more events
in Slovenia in the future, even
bigger than the BRAVE 34 event
hosted in 2020. We aim to take
the sport to new heights and de-
velop new superstars in our re-

IMMAF PRESIDENT, KERRITH BROWN

gion for the entire world. Thank
you so much, Your Highness, for
all your support you have given
to Slovenian MMA and we are
very excited for the future of
BRAVE CF in our country. MMA
is on!” said Slovenian MMA Fed-
eration President, Zlatko Mahic.

“I would like to congratulate
His Highness Shaikh Khalid bin
Hamad Al Khalif on the sixth
anniversary of BRAVE CF! Thank
you so much for your support,
Your Highness, for all the sup-
port you have given Colombi-
an MMA,” said Jaime Baron, the
executive director of LFC and
President of the Colombian
MMA Federation. While Mixed
Martial Arts Mauritius Presi-
dent, Avinash Ramtohul also
highlighted the value brought
forward by His Highness.

“I would like to take this op-
portunity to wish a wonderful

and blessed birthday to His
Highness Shaikh Khalid bin
Hamad Al Khalif,” says Ram-
tohul.

“He had a wonderful vision of
uniting nations via the celebra-
tion of MMA competitions and
create opportunities for athletes
from around the world. This is
also a special occasion as we
celebrate the 6th anniversary
of BRAVE Combat Federation. T
feel proud to be a representa-
tive of KHK Sports and BRAVE CF
and we are very happy to have
his support in the development
of MMA in the African region.
Thank you, Your Highness, for
laying out the plans to bring
BRAVE Combat Federation to
Mauritius soon for yet another
big celebration of African mixed
martial arts. We are eager and
happy to welcome you to our
beautiful island, Mauritius, very,
very soon!”

Current and former BRAVE
Combat Federation athletes took
time out of their busy schedules
to pay homage to His Highness
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al
Khalifa and congratulate him
on BRAVE CF’s ongoing success.

Former BRAVE CF star and
globally-known athlete, Mu-
hammad Mokaev took a moment
from his shopping to send bless-
ings to His Highness - whose
vision has also created the KHK
MMA team - whom Mokaev is
affiliated with.

“Hey, BRAVE NATION, it’s Mu-
hammad Mokaev here, UFC Fly-
weight fighter. I would like to
congratulate His Highness Shai-
kh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa on his success of six years
with BRAVE Combat Federation.
I would like to wish him and
the entire BRAVE CF staff com-
plement, everybody who works
behind the scenes, all the best

HH Shaikh Khalid bin
Hamad Al Khalifa’s
birthday falls on the
same day as BRAVE
Combat Federation’s
6th anniversary after
the promotion’s first
event - The Beginning
- took place exactly
six years ago (23rd of

September, 2016)

and I will be at the next BRAVE
CF event after my next fight,”
said Mokaev.

BRAVE CF Middleweight con-
tender, South Africa’s Chad
Hanekom was basking in the
South African sun while sending
awarm message of love and well
wishes to Shaikh Khalid.

“What’s up BRAVE NATION,
South Africa’s Superman, Chad
Hanekom here. I would just like
to wish His Highness Shaikh
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa
a very happy birthday. And I
would like to congratulate him
on his continued success with
the global expansion of mixed
martial arts with BRAVE Combat
Federation. See you soon!”

Former BRAVE CF star and cur-
rent UFC athlete, France’s Benoit
Saint-Denis was grateful for the
opportunity His Highness gave
him and for what he learned at
BRAVE CF.

“A big congratulations to Your
Highness Shaikh Khalid bin
Hamad Al Khalifa for the work

that he and his team have been
doing over the last six years. The
hard work and dedication put
into BRAVE Combat Federation.
I am very lucky and happy to
have been part of BRAVE Com-
bat Federation’s story. I grew up
there as a mixed martial artist
and am forever grateful. Thank
you, Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad
Al Khalifa and thank you, BRAVE
CF!”

Other big-name athletes who
have also shared their congratu-
lations to BRAVE CF and HH Shai-
kh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa
include former champion Jarrah
Al-Silawi and Flyweight tourna-
ment finalist Ali Bagautinov.

As if the day is not special
enough, His Highness’ birthday
and BRAVE CF’s 6th anniversary
also coincided with the official
launch of the much-anticipated
BRAVE CF TV App.

Global MMA superstar, Conor
McGregor’s head coach, Ire-
land’s John Kavanagh took a mo-
ment from his time in Portugal
to send BRAVE CF founder and
owner, HH Shaikh Khalid a very
special birthday message and
congratulations on the six years
of BRAVE CF.

“For six years BRAVE Combat
Federation has been going now,
and you’ve certainly achieved
what you set out to do. BRAVE
CF is truly the one global MMA
organization, that other big one
in the United States of America
likes to say it is, but pretty much
99 percent of their shows are
in the USA,” quipped Kavanagh
alluding to the fact that BRAVE
CF is truly more globally recog-
nized than the Ultimate Fighting
Championship especially after
BRAVE CF became the most-trav-
elled MMA organization on the
planet visiting its 28th country
in August.

Bahrain shift focus to Panama friendly

Kingdom’s senior men’s national to next take on CONCACAF giants in second tune-up game of local training camp on Tuesday

Panama national
team arrive in Kingdom
with 18-member squad

® Tuesday’s friendly to
be played at the National
Stadium in Riffa
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ahrain’s senior men’s na-
Btional football team will

be looking to bounce back
from their loss to Cape Verde in
an international friendly match
on Friday when they take on
Panama on Tuesday in another
tune-up contest.

The Panamanians have already
arrived in the Kingdom and have
begun their final preparations
for the contest.

They have travelled with an
18-member squad, coached by
former player Thomas Chris-
tiansen.

A number of Panama’s players
ply their trade overseas, suiting
up for clubs in Germany, Vene-
zuela, Costa Rica, Bulgaria, Slo-
vakia, Belgium, the Us, Colom-
bia, Guam, Ecuador and Israel.

Tuesday’s game will be held at

Bahrain’s starting 11 from their friendly against Cape Verde

the National Stadium in Riffa. It
will mark the end of their latest
local training camp.

The nationals are using the
fixture as part of their prepa-
rations for their upcoming
tournaments, including their
much-awaited title-defence in
the Gulf Cup and their partici-
pation in the continent’s biggest
event, the AFC Asian Cup, both
happening next year.

Bahrain head coach Helio
Sousa has a 24-player squad
to choose from. In their match
against Cape Verde, he field-

ed a starting 11 that included
Rashed Alhooti, Sayed Redha
Isa, Waleed Al Hayam and
Hamad Shamsan in defence;
Mahdi Humaidan, Ali Madan,
Abdulwahab Al Malood, Jas-
sim Khelaif and Ali Haram in a
five-man midfield; Mohammed
Al Rumaihi as the lone striker
and goalkeeper Ammar Abbas
between the posts.

The friendlies against Cape
Verde and Panama are the sec-
ond and third scheduled by the
Bahrain Football Association for
the senior men’s national team.

KNOW WHAT

Bahrain’s friendly
with Panama will
mark the end of their
latest local training
camp, where they are
preparing for their
upcoming tourna-
ments, including their
much-awaited title-de-
fence in the Gulf Cup
and their participation
in the continent’s
biggest event, the AFC
Asian Cup

They have added to the game
Bahrain will be playing against
FIFA World Cup 2022 partici-
pants Serbia on November 18,
also at home.

All three of the national team’s
opponents are classified above
Bahrain in the FIFA World Rank-
ing.

Panama head into the game

Christiansen during their training session in Bahrain

Panama team roster

Goalkeepers: Orlando Mosquera, Carabobo FC (Venezuela); Cesar Samudio, AC

Independent (Panama)

Defenders: Eduardo Anderson, Alianza FC (Panama); Fidel Escobar, Saprissa
(Costa Rica); Andres Andrade, Arminia Bielefeld (Germany); Jose Cordoba,
Levski Sofia (Bulgaria); Cesar Blackman, DAC (Slovakia); Michael A Murillo, RSC

Anderlecht (Belgium)

Midfielders: Adalberto Carrasquilla, Houston Dynamo (US); Cristian Martinez,
Monagas SC (Venezuela); Cesar Yanis, CD del Este (Panama); Angel Orelien,
CD Plaza Amador (Panama); Martin Moran, FC Etar (Bulgaria); Jorge Mendez,
Once Caldas (Colombia); Romeesh Ivey, Spartak Varna (Bulgaria)

Forwards: Azarias Londoaeo, Communications FC (Guam); Ismael Diaz, Catholic
University (Ecuador); Eduardo Guerrero, Beitar Jerusalem (Israel)

ranked 61st, with Bahrain in
85th.

The upcoming Gulf Cup is
scheduled to take place in Basra,
Iraq, from January 6 to 19 next

year. It will be the 25th edition
of the prestigious competition.
The Asian Cup 2023 will take
place in June and July at a yet-
to- be-determined venue.
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