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Fiona knocks out power with 
strong winds in Atlantic Canada

Post-tropical cyclone Fiona hits eastern Canada with hurricane-force winds, forcing evacuations

• Storm surges and 
heavy rainfall expected 
before weather event 
gradually weakens 
this weekend, say 
meteorologists

Reuters | Halifax

Powerful  storm Fiona 
slammed into eastern 
Canada yesterday with 

hurricane-force winds, blowing 
over trees and powerlines and 
leaving hundreds of thousands 
of homes and businesses with-
out electricity.

The US National Hurricane 
Center said the center of the 
storm, now called Post-Tropical 
Cyclone Fiona, was now in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence after racing 
through Nova Scotia. Reports of 
downed trees and power lines 
were widespread in Nova Scotia 
and Prince Edward Island.

Fiona, which nearly a week 
ago devastated parts of the Car-
ibbean, made landfall between 
Canso and Guysborough, Nova 
Scotia, where the Canadian Hur-

ricane Centre said it recorded 
what could have been the storm 
with the lowest barometric pres-
sure to hit land in the country’s 
history.

Some 79% of customers, or 
414,000, were without power in 
Nova Scotia, and 95%, or 82,000, 
had lost power on Prince Ed-
ward Island, utility companies 
said. The region was also seeing 
spotty mobile phone service. 

Police across the region reported 
multiple road closures.

The storm weakened some-
what as it travelled north. As of 8 
a.m. (1200 GMT), it was over the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence about 200 
miles (340 km) northeast of Hal-
ifax, carrying maximum winds 
of 85 miles per hour (140 kph) 
and barrelling north at around 
23 mph (37 kph), the NHC said.

Experts predicted high winds, 

storm surges and heavy rain-
fall from Fiona. The storm was 
forecast to gradually weaken but 
was expected to maintain hurri-
cane-force winds until yesterday 
afternoon, the NHC said.

Formerly designated a hurri-
cane, Fiona battered Caribbe-
an islands earlier in the week, 
killing at least eight people and 
knocking out power for virtually 
all of Puerto Rico’s 3.3 million 
people during a sweltering heat 
wave. Nearly a million people 
remained without power five 
days later.

Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau delayed yesterday’s 

departure for Japan, where he 
was to attend the funeral of for-
mer Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
to receive briefings and support 
the government’s emergency 

response, Press Secretary Cecely 
Roy said on Twitter.

A hurricane warning was in 
effect for much of central Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Is-
land, home to more than 150,000 
people, and parts of Newfound-
land, the Miami-based NHC said.

Canadian authorities sent 
emergency alerts in Nova Sco-
tia and Prince Edward Island, 
warning of severe flooding along 
shorelines and extremely dan-
gerous waves. People in coastal 
areas were advised to evacuate.

“We’ve had a few before, but 
they say this is going to be the 
biggest of them all,” said Chris 
MacPhee, 53, of Sydney, Nova 
Scotia, who stocked up on gro-
ceries, batteries and candles. 
He said he was feeling “a little 
nervous, I guess.”

The storm could prove to be 
more ferocious than the bench-
marks of Hurricane Juan in 2003 
and Hurricane Dorian in 2019, 
Canadian Hurricane Centre me-
teorologist Bob Robichaud told a 
briefing on Friday.

The country’s two largest car-
riers, Air Canada and WestJet 
Airlines, suspended regional 
service starting Friday evening.

It’s going to a bad one. 
We of course hope there 
won’t be much needed, 

but we feel there 
probably will be. Listen 

to the instructions of 
local authorities and 
hang in there for the 

next 24 hours
PRIME MINISTER JUSTIN TRUDEAU

A sailboat lies washed up on shore following the passing of Hurricane Fiona, later 
downgraded to a post-tropical storm, in Shearwater, Nova Scotia

Air traffic controllers suspend 
strike in West and Central Africa
AFP | Dakar

A 48-hour strike by air traf-
fic controllers in West and 

Central Africa has been sus-
pended, their union said.

The strike, which started on 
Friday, has disrupted flights 
across the region and left hun-
dreds of passengers stranded 
at airports yesterday.

The Union of Air Traffic 

Controllers’ Unions (USYCAA), 
which called the wildcat strike, 
said in a statement it decided 
suspend its strike notice for 
10 days immediately so as to 
allow for negotiations.

“Air traffic services will be 
provided in all air spaces and 
airports managed by ASECNA 
from today Saturday, Septem-
ber 24, 2022 at 1200 GMT,” the 
statement said.

Equatorial Guinea president to run again to extend 43-year rule
Reuters | Dakar

The world’s longest-standing 
leader, President Teodoro 

Obiang of Equatorial Guin-
ea, will run for office again in 
November elections, his party 
announced on Friday, likely ex-
tending a 43-year tenure that 
began when he snatched power 
in a 1979 coup.

The rule of Obiang, 80, has 
been marked by torture of polit-
ical opponents, sham elections, 
and corruption, rights groups 
and foreign powers say. Obiang 
denies such charges.

Under him, the West African 
country has become increasing-
ly reclusive and reliant on oil 
and gas, which provide about 

three quarters of state revenues. 
The money lines the pockets 
of those close to the president 
while the majority of the nation 
lives in poverty, rights groups 
say.

His son, Vice-President Teo-
doro Nguema Obiang Mangue, a 

jet-setter with a love for parties, 
fast cars, and jewellery and who 
was convicted of embezzlement 

by a French court in 2020, said 
on Twitter on Friday that his 
father had been nominated to 
run again “due to his charisma, 
leadership and political expe-
rience”.

Another term will bring fresh 
challenges. The economy was 
knocked back by COVID-19 and 
a drop in oil prices, although the 
Ukraine war and the resulting 
need for non-Russian oil and gas 
may help spur growth.

Widespread poverty remains. 
That was laid bare when a se-
ries of explosions at an army 
barracks flattened a part of the 
coastal city of Bata last year, 
killing about 100 people and 
triggering an aid response from 
former colonial power Spain.

Typhoon lashes central Japan, killing two
AFP | Tokyo

A typhoon lashed central Ja-
pan yesterday with torren-

tial rain and fierce winds, killing 
two and leaving tens of thou-
sands of households without 
power, the Kyodo news agency 
reported.

Shizuoka city, southwest of 
the capital, Tokyo, was hit espe-
cially hard, seeing a record 417 
mm (16.42 inches) of precipi-
tation since the rain started on 
Thursday, the Japan Meteoro-
logical Agency (JMA) said.

Winds at the centre of Ty-
phoon Talas were blowing at 
about 65 kph (40 mph), with 
peak gusts of about 90 kph (56 
mph), it said. A man in his 40s 
was killed in a landslide and 
a 29-year-old man was found 
dead after his car plunged into a 
reservoir, Kyodo reported.

Power was also cut to about 
120,000 households, supplier 
Chubu Electric Power Grid Co 
said, adding that a landslide had 
knocked over two electricity 
pylons.

“We apologise deeply for the 

inconvenience caused by this 
power outage. The outage is be-
ing prolonged due to landslides, 
among other factors, but we are 
doing all we can to fix it as swift-
ly as possible,” the company said 
on Twitter.

By yesterday afternoon, pow-
er had returned to the majori-
ty of households, though some 
2,800 were still without pow-
er. Chubu Electric Power Grid 
estimated that it would take a 
few months for the pylons to be 
restored.

Equatorial Guinea President Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema Mbasogo

Under Teodoro 
Obiang, Equatorial 

Guinea has become 
increasingly reclusive 
and reliant on oil and 

gas, which provide 
about three quarters 

of state revenues. 
The money lines the 

pockets of those close 
to the president while 
the majority of the na-
tion lives in poverty, 
rights groups say

Winds at the centre of 
Typhoon Talas were 
blowing at about 65 
kph (40 mph), with 

peak gusts of about 90 
kph (56 mph)

KNOW WHAT

Hurricanes in Canada 
are somewhat rare, in 
part because once the 
storms reach colder 

waters, they lose their 
main source of energy. 

But post-tropical 
cyclones still can have 

hurricane-strength 
winds, although they 
have a cold core and 
no visible eye. They 
also often lose their 
symmetric form and 

more resemble a 
comma
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REQUIRED DELIVERY BOY
Candidate should have Car and Motorbike driving license. Please send your 
CV to:  hr@updatewll.com or WhatsApp  33645011

A worker places a barricade at the scene of a landslide that damaged a 
residential area in Hamamatsu of the Shizuoka prefecture, central JapanFEMALE DOMESTIC CLEANER WANTED

Looking for a female domestic cleaner, helper who can assist in taking care 
of small pets. BD 200 salary + visa + accommodation provided. If interested 
TEXT OR CALL WHATSAPP NUMBER 36340059

C L A S S I F I E D S

HONG KONG GARDEN RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39692001 or 
OLIREMI@BATELCO.COM.BH
EXPERTISE HOSPITALITY 
MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER/
BARTENDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36955566 or 
unni@expertisebahrain.com
ZAWIT AL-HIDD MART has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36924448 or ELTAF.BUALI@GMAIL.
COM
CHARCOAL GOURMET BURGER 
SNACK W L L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36020031 or 
GOURMETBURGERBAH@GMAIL.COM
BALJIT SERVICES AND AC 
REPAIRING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35101234 
or SINGH72045@GMAIL.COM
Golden Marine Services Co. W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17813381 or TUFAIL@
TECHNOGROUP.CO
BLANC SPECIALTY COFFEE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COFFEE SERVER, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 36996636 or 
EMPIRE.RENTACAR@GMAIL.COM
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17252078 or S.RADHI@
EAMCO.BH
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39602882 or ALSIDDIQI@
ADLIYAGROUPBH.COM
EAST ARAB CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PLUMBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17713731 
or EASTARABCON@GMAIL.COM
ALSABAH ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786599 or alsabah.airconditioning@
gmail.com
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL 
& TRANSPORT CO W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TYRES 
REPAIRMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17708888 or lmra@
mmetc.com
AHMAD ALI TRADING EST has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39711774 or AHMEDALIFIRE@GMAIL.COM
ERA CONSTRUCTION WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17500331 or ERAPROJECTS@

BATELCO.COM.BH
SYME MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
W.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ERECTOR-STEEL-(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17456311 or SYMEASHOK@GMAIL.COM
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES BAHRAIN 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER (PROJECT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33993977 or 
MOHAMMED.ALDERAZI@HUAWEI.COM
BALA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33802366 
or club88bah@yahoo.com
ALMIQAT MARKET Co W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39857850 or ALMIQATMARKETWLL@
GMAIL.COM
Bright Future Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33174675 
or ISHAQ.DISPATCHGLOBAL@GMAIL.COM
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17534342 or sajilnath@urbaser.com
KR CONTRACTING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33919786 or 
KRCONTRACTINGCO@GMAIL.COM
KRH W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (PROJECT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17421118 or Z.ALNOAIMI@KRHKW.
COM

AL FOUZAN TRADING AND GENERAL 
CONSTRUCTION CO. -BRANCH 
OF FOREIG has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32322748 
or Bahrain.project@alfouzan.com
AL FOUZAN TRADING AND 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION CO. 
-BRANCH OF FOREIG has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32322748 or 
Bahrain.project@alfouzan.com
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TEAM LEADER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PIPEFITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TEAM LEADER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET

PHP FOR CLEANING & PEST 
CONTROL CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 65004829 
or PRIMEHOMEPROJECTS.BH@
GMAIL.COM
GUJRANWALA CONTRACTING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33907097 or SAAMIIR@LIVE.COM
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ADVISOR (INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39693569 or 
waleed.alsaif@inforadtech.com
MAQSOOD SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36341794 or 
MJAWAD5422@GMAIL.COM
P S A 650 SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33119365 or 
AQIBREHMANI786@GMAIL.COM
Suitngs Corner has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17253652 or esscee2002002@yahoo.com
HAKIMUDDIN HEBATULLAH & 
PARTNERS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17253958 or gulamabbas52@hotmail.com
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C 

CLOSED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 
or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.COM
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT 
B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 
or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.COM
A J M KOOHEJI GROUP BSC CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17403304 or 
lmra@AJMKOOHEJI.COM
BAHRAIN WORKSHOP CO. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR,FOREMAN(TURNING 
WORKSHOP), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700798 or 
Khalifa@bwceng.com
S Hotel has a vacancy for the occupation 
of RECEPTIONIST & TRAVEL AGENCY 
CLERK, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17785704 or RADHI.
ALMISHAL@GMAIL.COM
YOUSIF KHALIL ALMOAYYED & SONS 
B.S.C has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17211211 or 
AQEEL@ALMOAYYED.COM.BH
Union Press Company W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17738111 or MD@UNIONGROUP.CC
MUDHISH TRADING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39910399 
or HAKEEMLMRA@YAHOO.COM

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
CONTINUED
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Vacancies open for :
 Qualified and Competent Reporters
 Press Photographers
 Media Sales Executive
 Circulation Manager
 Accountant

We are on the lookout for firebrand media professionals to join 
our office in Bahrain 

The candidates should have excellent communication skills and 
experience in similar industry, with a valid bahrain driving license. 
Proficiency in Arabic language would be an added advantage.
Candidate may apply immediately to hr@updatewll.com

REQUIRED DELIVERY BOY

HIRING A NANNY

Candidate should have Car and Motorbike driving license. Please send your 
CV to:  hr@updatewll.com or WhatsApp  33645011

C L A S S I F I E D S

REPUTED BAHRAINI family is looking to hire a NANNY, with 
experience in Pedicure /Manicure, at an attractive salary package. Visa and 
accommodation will be provided. Interested candidates may send their 
updated CV’s on recruiterjobs.bh@gmail.com  “

Depositors hold up two Lebanese 
banks to grab their own money
• Lebanese barred 
from their deposits 
during crisis

• Woman storms 
bank to take her 
cash for sick sister

• Another armed man 
arrested after holding 
up another bank

Reuters | Beirut

Two seemingly armed and 
desperate Lebanese de-
positors held up banks 

yesterday to force access to their 
own money, which has been 
blocked during a national finan-
cial meltdown.

One woman with a gun and 
some associates briefly held 
hostages at a branch of BLOM 
Bank (BLOM.BY) in the capital 
Beirut, before leaving with more 
than $13,000 in cash from her 
account, a source from a deposi-
tors’ advocacy group said.

Shortly afterwards, in the 
mountain city of Aley, an armed 
man entered a Bankmed branch 
and retrieved some of his 
trapped savings, before handing 
himself into authorities, the De-
positors Outcry and a security 
source said.

Lebanon’s banks have locked 
most depositors out of their 
savings since an economic cri-

sis took hold three years ago, 
leaving much of the population 
unable to pay for basics.

In a phenomenon illustrating 
the plight, Wednesday’s hold-
ups came after a man last month 
held up another Beirut bank to 
withdraw funds to treat his sick 
father. 

BLOM Bank said a customer 
and accomplices arrived with 
a gun, threatened to set people 
on fire, and forced the branch 
manager and treasurer to bring 
money from a safe.

‘NOTHING MORE TO LOSE’

Before going into hiding, the 
woman, Sali Hafiz, told local 
news channel Al Jadeed TV the 
gun was a toy and that she need-
ed the money for her sister’s 
cancer treatment.

“I have nothing more to lose, 
I got to the end of the road,” she 
said, saying a visit to the bank 
manager two days previously 
had not provided an adequate 
solution.

“I got to a point where I was 
going to sell my kidney so that 

my sister could receive 
treatment.”

BLOM confirmed the 
customer had been in to 
seek her money for her 
sister’s treatment, saying 
she was offered total co-
operation and requested 
to provide documenta-
tion.

“All we have is this 
money in the bank. My 
daughter was forced to 
take this money - it’s her 
right, it’s in her account 
- to treat her sister,” her 
mother Hiam Hafiz told 
local TV.

Authorities did not im-
mediately comment on 
the incidents.

Bankmed did not com-
ment on its branch hold-
up.

Following last month’s 
holdup, which also in-
volved hostages, the 
accused perpetrator 

was arrested but then released 
without charge after the bank 
dropped its lawsuit.

One senior Lebanese banker, 
speaking on condition of an-
onymity, told Reuters it was a 
worrying precedent,

“I think this is an invitation 
for other people to do the same. 
As long as people get away with 
it, they will continue. What a 
failed state,” the banker said.

Banks say they make excep-
tions for humanitarian cases 
including hospital care, but de-
positors say that rarely happens.

Men are seen through a shattered window of a Blom Bank branch, where a security 
source said a group of depositors, at least one of whom is armed, took hostages in 
Beirut, Lebanon

Egypt, Qatar sign agreements to 
boost cooperation during state visit

Reuters | Cairo

Egypt and Qatar signed 
three memoranda of un-

derstanding, including one 
between the two nations’ 
sovereign wealth funds, the 
Egyptian presidency said on 
Wednesday during a two-day 
trip by Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to 

Doha.
Sisi’s trip to Qatar is his first 

since Cairo and Doha restored 
relations last year following a 
regional diplomatic rift. Qatar 
and Egypt have moved quick-
ly to rebuild relations since, 
striking deals worth up to $5 
billion

Qatar’s Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamed al-Thani meets with Egypt’s 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi in Doha, Qatar

Egyptian court confirms dismissal of lecturer who shared belly dancing clip
Reuters | Cairo

A top Egyptian court has up-
held a decision to expel an 

academic from her university 
job after she published a video 
of herself belly dancing, accord-
ing to court ruling seen by Reu-
ters on Tuesday.

Mona Prince, who was an 

English language lecturer at 
the state-run Suez University, 
posted a video in 2017 on her 
personal Facebook page show-
ing herself belly dancing on a 
terrace in a blue galabeya, or 
traditional long dress.

The post stirred controversy, 
and some students later com-
plained that Prince had under-

mined religious values with the 
content she presented during 
her teaching.

Egypt’s Supreme Adminis-
trative Court said Prince had 
committed violations including 
“deviating from the scientific 
description of the academic cur-
ricula, and spreading ideas that 
contradict heavenly beliefs and 

public order”.
It also said that the posting 

and sharing of the belly danc-
ing clip “degrades the prestige 
of university professors and 
their responsibility to spread  
values”.

The court’s verdict is final 
and bars Prince from working 
in private or public universities.


