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News in brief

. s 4 Members of
French MPs want inquiry into the Erench National
aIIeged Russian party financing  assembly said
yesterday they had asked the president
of the lower house of the country’s
parliament to set up an investigation
committee to look into alleged Russian
financing of political parties. In a letter to
a Yael Braun-Pivet, shown to reporters, MPs

B said the move was prompted by a recent
declassification of U.S. intelligence showing
Russia had paid hundreds of millions of
euros to foreign political parties “with the aim to ... influence elections”. The eight
MPs, who belong to French President Emmanuel Macron’s En Marche party, also
noted that Marine Le Pen’s far-right Rassemblement National party is still paying
off a loan granted by N

Russian hanks. NASA’s Artemis moon launch

& NASAsaid delayed as storm expected in Florida

yesterday that it was scrapping
Tuesday’s plans to launch Artemis,
the U.S. return to the moon after five
decades, noting concerns abhout a tropical
storm headed to Florida. Tropical Storm
lan is expected to hit Florida, home to the
Kennedy Space Center, next week, according
to the US National Hurricane Center. Apart
from weather and technical challenges like a fuel leak, Artemis I, the uncrewed
test flight, signals a major turning point for NASA’s post-Apollo human spaceflight
program, after decades focused on low-Earth orbit with space shuttles and the
International Space Station. Artemis will be headed to the moon, as a stepping
- stone for a future flight to Mars..
Clashes er“pt at Mexico & Protesters hurling rocks
pI'OtESt over mISSII'Ig Stl.ldentS and homemade explosive

by devices clashed with security forces

at a Mexican military base during a

& demonstration over the disappearance
of 43 students in 2014. Hundreds of
demonstrators, some shouting “murderers,”
=' pulled down metal fencing and tried to enter
% Military Camp No. 1 in Mexico City in the

£ latest event marking the eighth anniversary
of the tragedy. Authorities fired water

cannon in response..

men killed at least northwest Nigeria, residents say
15 people at a mosque in northwest i
Nigeria’s Zamfara state, residents said |
yesterday. The attack in the Bukkuyum
local government area took place during
Friday prayers at the Jumu’at central
mosque in Ruwan Jema town, three
residents told Reuters. “The armed bandits came on motorbikes while holding
their guns and moved straight to the mosque and began to shoot sporadically us,”
resident Amimu Mustapha said. Another resident who asked not to be named said
the attack took place at roughly 2pm local time, adding there were many others
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US sending ‘dangerous signals’
on Taiwan, Chma tells Blinken

Reuters | New York

hina has accused the Unit-

ed States of sending “very
wrong, dangerous signals”
on Taiwan after the US secre-
tary of state told his Chinese
counterpart on Friday that the
maintenance of peace and sta-
bility over Taiwan was vitally
important.

Taiwan was the focus of the
90-minute, “direct and honest”
talks between Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
the margins of the UN General
Assembly in New York, a U.S
official told reporters.

“For our part, the secretary
made crystal clear that, in ac-
cordance with our long-stand-
ing one-China policy, which
again has not changed, the
maintenance of peace and sta-
bility across the Strait is abso-
lutely, vitally important,” the
senior US administration offi-
cial said.

China’s foreign ministry, in a
statement on the meeting, said
the United States was sending
“yery wrong, dangerous sig-
nals” on Taiwan, and the more
rampant Taiwan’s independ-
ence activity, the less likely
there would be a peaceful set-
tlement.

“The Taiwan issue is an in-
ternal Chinese matter, and the
United States has no right to in-
terfere in what method will be
used to resolve it,” the ministry
cited Wang as saying.

Tensions over Taiwan have
soared after a visit there in
August by US House of Repre-
sentatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi
- which was followed by large-
scale Chinese military drills - as
well as a pledge by US President
Joe Biden to defend the demo-
cratically governed island.

Biden’s statement was his
most explicit to date about

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Chinese State Counsellor and

Foreign Minister Wang Yi
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Tensions over Taiwan
have soared after a
visit there in August
by US House of Rep-

resentatives Speaker

Nancy Pelosi - which

was followed by
large-scale Chinese
military drills - as
well as a pledge by US

President Joe Biden to

defend the democrati-

cally governed island

committing US troops to the de-
fend the island. It was also the
latest instance of his appearing
to go beyond a long-standing
US policy of “strategic ambi-
guity,” which does not make it
clear whether the United States
would respond militarily to an
attack on Taiwan.

The White House has insist-
ed its Taiwan policy has not
changed, but China said Biden’s
remarks sent the wrong signal

to those seeking an independ-
ent Taiwan.

In a phone call with Biden in
July, Chinese leader Xi Jinping
warned about Taiwan, saying
“those who play with fire will
perish by it.”

China sees Taiwan as one
of its provinces and has long
vowed to bring the island under
its control and has not ruled out
the use of force to do so.

Taiwan’s government strong-
ly objects to China’s sovereignty
claims and says only the island’s
23 million people can decide
its future.

Taiwan’s foreign ministry,
responding to the meeting be-
tween Blinken and Wang, said
China’s “recent provocative
actions” had made the Taiwan
Strait a focus of discussion, and
China was trying to “confuse
the international audience with
arguments and criticisms that
contradict reality.”

The State Department had
said earlier that Blinken’s
meeting with Wang was part
of a Us effort to “maintain open
lines of communication and
manage competition respon-
sibly,” and the senior official
said Blinken had reiterated
US openness to “cooperating
with China on matters of global
concern.”
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Russia sac

“Butcher of Mariupol”
appointed Russia’s
Deputy Defence Minister

AFP | Kyiv

ussia yesterday toughened

Rfenalties for voluntary sur-

ender and refusal to fight

with up to 10 years imprisonment

and replaced its top logistics gen-

eral after a series of setbacks to
its seven-month war in Ukraine.

The tough new amendments
and personnel change come days
after Russia instigated partial
mobilisation with Kyiv taking
back more and more territory in
a counter-offensive.

It also comes as Kremlin-held
regions of eastern and southern
Ukraine voted for a second day on
becoming part of Russia, dramat-
ically raising the stakes.

Integrating the four regions
into Russia would mean that Mos-
cow would consider any military
move there as an attack on its own
territory.

Russia’s invasion, launched on
February 24, and Ukraine’s recent
gains have laid bare flaws with
some analysts seeing logistics as
the weak link in Moscow’s army.

“Army General Dmitry Bulga-
kov has been relieved of the post
of deputy minister of defence”
and will be replaced by Colonel
General Mikhail Mizintsev, aged
60, the defence ministry said.

The new general who will be

North Korea may be preparing to test submarine-
launched ballistic missile, South Korea m111tary says

Reuters | Seoul

outh Korea’s military has
detected signs that North
Korea may be preparing to test
a submarine-launched ballistic
missile (SLBM), Yonhap news
agency reported yesterday, days
before a visit by US Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris.
The military detected prepa-
rations this week in Sinpo,

A senior US admin-
istration official told
a briefing on Friday
that a nuclear test
or other provocation
was possible during
Harris’ trip to the
region, but that they
had no predictions
or announcements to
make

This photo provided by the North Korean government shows a ballistic missile
launched from a submarine

South Hamgyong Province,
North Korea, Yonhap report-
ed, citing an unnamed South
Korean military source. This
is in line with a US-based think
tank’s report this week, which
cited commercial satellite im-
agery.

South Korean President Yoon
Suk-yeol is aware of signs and
movements suggesting North
Korean provocations, including
SLBMs, the presidential office
said in a statement yesterday.

US Vice President Harris is
set to visit the region next week
and meet with leaders of Japan
and South Korea.

A senior US administration

official told a briefing on Fri-
day that a nuclear test or other
provocation was possible dur-
ing Harris’ trip to the region,
but that they had no predictions
or announcements to make.

A US aircraft carrier ar-
rived in South Korea on Fri-
day for the first time in about
four years, joining other mil-
itary vessels to participate in
joint drills with South Korean
forces.

North Korea has denounced
previous US military deploy-
ments and joint drills as re-
hearsals for war and evidence
of hostile policies by Washing-
ton and Seoul.

89 dead in Lebanor

AFP | Damascus

Eighty—nine bodies have been
recovered since a boat carry-
ing migrants from Lebanon sunk
off Syria’s coast, Syrian state me-
dia said yesterday, as the Lebanese
army said it arrested a suspect-
ed smuggler behind one of the
deadliest recent shipwrecks in the
eastern Mediterranean.

Filippo Grandi, the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), called it a
“heart-wrenching tragedy”.

At least 14 people rescued were
recovering in hospitals in Syria
while six others were discharged,
as search efforts continued, with
several people still missing since
the boat sank on Thursday.

“There are 89 victims, while 14
people are receiving treatment at
Al-Basel Hospital, two of whom
are in intensive care,” Syria’s offi-
cial news agency SANA reported,
quoting Iskandar Ammar, a hos-
pital official.

Lebanon’s army said it arrested
a Lebanese man who “admitted to
organising the recent smuggling
operation from Lebanon to Italy
by sea”.

Lebanon, a country which hosts
more than a million refugees from
Syria’s civil war, has since 2019



