
Trump told Netanyahu will insist final Iran 
deal ends nuclear programme: Israeli official
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

US President Donald Trump has as-
sured Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu that he will hold 
firm on his demand for the disman-
tling of Iran's nuclear programme, 
as a condition in any final agreement 
with Tehran, a senior Israeli official 
told AFP.

"President Trump made clear that 
he will remain steadfast in the ne-

gotiations regarding his 
longstanding demand for 
the dismantlement of Iran's 
nuclear programme and 
the removal of all enriched 
uranium from Iranian ter-
ritory, and that he will not 
sign a final agreement ab-
sent these conditions," 
the official said, referring 
to a conversation between the 
two leaders on Saturday night.
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I would like to 
thank, thus far, all 
of the countries of 
the Middle East for 
their support and 
cooperation. Who 

knows, perhaps the 
Islamic Republic of 
Iran would like to 

join, as well
TRUMP

No more nuke fear
US-Iran framework delays key nuclear dispute

Agencies

The emerging US-Iran 
framework centres on 
preventing fears of an 

Iranian nuclear weapon while 
postponing the toughest dis-
putes over Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme for later negotiations.

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said the process could 
eventually create “a world 
that no longer has to fear or 
worry about an Iranian nu-
clear weapon”, after Pres-
ident Donald Trump 
said an agreement 
had been “largely 
negotiated”.

Iranian officials 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e 
existence of a draft 
understanding, but 
stressed that negotia-

tions over uranium enrichment 
and other contentious nuclear 
issues would be deferred for 60 
days after any agreement takes 
effect. Tehran has long rejected 
US demands for a complete halt 
to enrichment activities.

According to Iran’s Fars 
news agency, Washington 
has agreed to release part of 
Tehran’s frozen overseas 

funds and temporarily 
ease sanctions on oil, 
gas and petrochemi-

cal exports during 
the negotiation 
period.

The diplomat-
ic push follows 
a ceasefire ob-
served since April 
8 after weeks of 
conflict involving 
the United States, 

Iran and Israel. Iranian hardline 
newspaper Javan described the 
situation as “one step away from 
ending hostilities, and one step 
away from war”.

Regional leaders from Saudi 
A r a b i a , 

United Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Egypt, Jordan and Bahrain 
joined talks with Trump on 
Saturday as diplomatic efforts 
intensified.

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif said Islamabad 

hoped to host another round 
of negotiations soon to 

help secure “lasting 
peace in the re-

gion”.

Trump says US will not 'rush into a deal' with Iran

Pilgrims from the West flock to hajj

AFP | Mecca, Saudi Arabia

Despite the Middle East war 
and a US government travel 

advisory, there was never any 
doubt in Fadel's mind that he 
would attend this year's hajj pil-
grimage in Saudi Arabia.

"Even if the war were still on-
going, I would not have backed 
out," the 49-year-old US nation-
al, who asked that only his first 
name be used, told AFP.

"We are undoubtedly in the 
safest place in the world," he 
added, referring to a passage 
from the Koran.

This sentiment is common 
among many Muslims from 

Western nations who have come 
to Saudi Arabia for the upcoming 
hajj in the wake of the devastat-
ing war in the Middle East.

This year's rites, drawing Mus-
lim worshippers from across the 
world, follow waves of Iranian 
strikes on targets in Saudi Arabia 
and its Gulf neighbours after the 
United States and Israel attacked 
the Islamic republic in late Feb-
ruary.

Amid the uncertainty, the 
American embassy in Riyadh last 
month advised US citizens not to 
participate in the hajj.

"Due to the ongoing security 
situation and intermittent travel 
disruptions, we advise reconsid-

ering participation in Hajj this 
year," a statement released by the 
embassy read.

The US State Department told 
AFP its diplomatic missions in 
Saudi Arabia remain open with 
"adjusted staffing levels" and 
were "ready to support Amer-
icans who require assistance".

On Friday, US media reported 
the White House was weigh-
ing the launch of new military 
strikes on Iran, with any new 
fighting likely to have a direct 
impact on the hajj, according to 
experts.

"If the conflict breaks out 
again, there is a strong possibil-
ity of real disruptions to pilgrim 

travel," said Umer Karim, an ex-
pert on Saudi Arabia at the Uni-
versity of Birmingham in Britain.

"They could find themselves 
stranded, which could create 
additional logistical and hosting 
challenges."

'Very anxious'
But for many, the chance to 

perform the sacrosanct Muslim 
rite has taken precedence over 
the fears of instability caused by 
the war.

Sayed, a 47-year-old Australian 
who will attend the hajj for the 
seventh time, said there were no 
"second thoughts about coming 
here", even as his own govern-

ment issued an advisory urging 
citizens to reconsider travel to 
the region.

"When you make the intention 
to come, you come with a reason 
and a purpose. And that's why 
you're here and put your faith 
in God that everything will be 
fine," he told AFP while standing 
outside Mecca's Grand Mosque 
dressed in white garments.

As more than a million pil-
grims poured into the holy city 
ahead of the hajj, the breadth and 
diversity of the global Islamic 
community was on vivid display, 
with many carrying parapherna-
lia such as bags and umbrellas 
showing their country of origin.

"This is an opportunity that 
comes once in a life and I decid-
ed not to miss it," said Ibrahim 
Diab, a 63-year-old German na-
tional, despite the "shaky situa-
tion in the Gulf".

But even amid the euphoric 
atmosphere in Mecca ahead of 
the hajj, some pilgrims said fears 
about the war had troubled them 
ahead of the journey.

"I was very anxious about it," 
36-year-old British accountant 
Imad Ahmad told AFP.

But he also said there was no 
doubt that he would continue on 
his journey to Mecca.

"I will come, whichever way I 
can, inshallah," he added.

Trump says Iran deal ‘opposite’ 
of Obama nuclear pact

• Defends Iran 
talks, says no rush 
for final deal

• Vows tougher 
Iran deal as Hormuz 
blockade stays

• Says time on US side 
in Iran negotiations

• Hints Iran could 
join Abraham Accords

• Hormuz blockade 
to continue until Iran 
deal signed: Trump

Agencies 

President Donald Trump 
yesterday defended the 

ongoing negotiations with 
Iran, describing the proposed 
agreement as the “exact op-
posite” of the Obama-era nu-
clear deal, which he called 
one of  the “worst  deals 
ever made” by the United  
States.

Trump said the earlier 
agreement had created “a di-
rect path to Iran developing 
a Nuclear Weapon”, while 
insisting the current negotia-
tions were aimed at prevent-
ing Tehran from obtaining a 
nuclear bomb.

“The negotiations are pro-
ceeding in an orderly and 
constructive manner,” Trump 
wrote on social media, add-
ing that he had instructed US 
negotiators not to rush the 
process because “time is on 
our side”.

He also said the blockade of 
the Strait of Hormuz would 
remain in place until a final 

agreement was “reached, cer-
tified, and signed”.

“Both sides must take their 
time and get it right. There can 
be no mistakes,” Trump wrote, 
adding that Iran “cannot de-
velop or procure a Nuclear 
Weapon or Bomb”.

The proposed framework 
reportedly includes a 60-day 
ceasefire period during which 
negotiations on Iran’s nucle-
ar programme would con-
tinue. Critics of the emerg-
ing arrangement argue that 
it does not immediately re-
strict Iran’s nuclear activities 
and allows nuclear material 
to remain inside the country 
during the talks. Trump also 
thanked Middle Eastern coun-
tries for supporting efforts to 
reach an agreement and sug-
gested Iran could eventually 
join the Abraham Accords, 
under which several Arab 
nations established ties with  
Israel.

“I would like to thank, 
thus far, all of the countries 
of the Middle East for their 
support and cooperation,” 
Trump wrote. “Who knows, 
perhaps the Islamic Republic 
of Iran would like to join, as 
 well.”

Pakistan hopes to host new round 
of Iran-US talks ‘very soon’: PM

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan’s Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif said on Sunday 

he hoped his country could soon 
host the next round of peace talks 
between Iran and the United 
States.

“Pakistan will continue its peace 
efforts with utmost sincerity and we 
hope to host the next round of talks 
very soon,” Sharif, whose country 
has played a key role in mediating 
between Washington and Tehran, 
posted on X.
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The Ship “Le Grand St Antoine” 
reaches Marseille, bringing 
Europe’s last major plague out-
break. Kills around 100,000.

In the May Revolution, cit-
izens of Buenos Aires expel 
the Spanish Viceroy Cisner-
os during Semana de Mayo

British House of Commons passes the 
Irish Home Rule Bill

JFK announces the US 
goal of putting a man 

on the Moon before 
the end of the decade
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I am grateful to all our 
s e r v i c e s  c u r r e n t-

ly working at the sites 
of Russia’s overnight 
strikes: units of the State 
Emergency Service, the 
National Police, and mu-
nicipal services. Every-
one is acting as effective-
ly as possible, given the 
scale of the attack and its 
consequences

@ZelenskyyUa

#WHA79 delegates met 
this week against a 

backdrop of outbreaks, 
conflict, division, uncer-
tainty and constrained 
resources. That is exactly 
the point of multilater-
alism: not to pretend the 
difficulties of our world 
are not there, but to ad-
dress them together.

@DrTedros

We are bringing jus-
tice to some of 

America’s most vulnera-
ble citizens and justice to 
the American taxpayer…if 
you are committing fraud, 
our task force will find 
you. We’ll come after you, 
and we will not rest until 
justice is served

@VP

According to interna-
tional humanitarian 

law, parties to conflict 
must distinguish be-
tween civilians & com-
batants at all times. At-
tacks against civilians & 
civilian objects are pro-
hibited. No more disre-
gard for the law.No more 
disregard for humanity.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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    Despite its importance, no 
major alternative sea route 
can fully replace Hormuz for 

Gulf oil exports.

KNOW WHAT

No more Strait crisis
Hormuz reopening at core of proposed deal

Agencies

The proposed US-Iran 
understanding places 
reopening the Strait of 

Hormuz at the centre of efforts 
to calm global energy markets 
after months of dis-
ruption to one 
of the world’s 
busiest oil 
shipping 

routes.
President Donald Trump said 

an agreement with Tehran had 
been “largely negotiated”, while 
Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio suggested the world could 
receive positive news within 
hours.

Iran has controlled Gulf ship-
ping traffic since the conflict 
erupted, while Washington im-
posed a naval blockade on ships 
travelling to and from Iranian 
ports. Trump stressed that reo-
pening the waterway formed a 
major part of the understanding 
under discussion.

Iran’s Fars news agency re-
ported that the draft arrange-
ment would restore passage 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
to pre-war levels under Iranian 
management. The report also 
said Washington would end its 
naval blockade and temporarily 

lift sanctions on Iran’s oil, gas 
and petrochemical sectors 

during negotiations.
The waterway normal-

ly carries about a fifth 
of global oil exports, 
making any disrup-

tion a major concern 
for world energy markets. Eu-
ropean Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen wel-

comed “progress towards an 
agreement”, while British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer called for 
international efforts to “seize 
this moment”.

Despite the diplomatic mo-
mentum, tensions remain high. 
Iranian negotiator Mohammad 
Bagher Ghalibaf warned that 
any renewed US military action 
would trigger a stronger re-
sponse from Tehran.

US blockade of Iran ‘will remain in full force' until agreement signed

Gaza Hospital Says Child among 
Three Killed in Israeli Strike

AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

A pre-dawn Israeli airstrike 
killed three members of a 

Palestinian family, including 
a one-year-old child, in cen-
tral Gaza on Sunday, a hospital 
said.

Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in 
Deir el-Balah said it had re-
ceived the bodies of a couple 
and their infant after an Israeli 
strike hit a residential apart-
ment in the Al-Nuseirat camp 
before dawn.

The hospital said around 10 
people were wounded.

There was no immediate 

comment from the Israeli mil-
itary about the three deaths, 
though it said it had struck 
three Hamas weapons storage 
facilities in central Gaza over 
the preceding 24 hours.

A ceasefire has been in place 
in Gaza since October, but Is-
rael reserves the right to strike 
targets it deems a threat.

At least 890 Palestinians 
have been killed since the Oc-
tober 10 ceasefire, according to 
Gaza’s health ministry, which 
operates under Hamas author-
ity and whose figures are con-
sidered reliable by the UN.

The Israeli military says five 
of its soldiers have also been 
hit during the same period.

Residents inspect the rubble of a building that belongs to the Palestinian 
family of Abu Saif and was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike in Nuseirat, 
central Gaza Strip

Lebanon civil 
defense says 
Israeli strike 
destroys its 
Nabatieh facility

AFP| Beirut

Lebanon’s civil defense 
agency said early yes-

terday its regional facility 
in the southern city of Na-
batieh had been destroyed 
by an Israeli strike.

The Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Defense said the 
building had collapsed and 
a large number of vehicles 
and equipment had been 
damaged by a “direct hit in 
a hostile Israeli strike.”

It added there were no 
reports of casualties among 
its personnel, who had been 
moved to another location 
before the incident.

The civil defense agency 
condemned “this attack on 
a center dedicated to hu-
manitarian and relief work,” 
stressing that it was facing 
“growing risks and chal-
lenges” in carrying out its 
operations.

Israeli strikes in Lebanon 
have continued despite a 
truce that came into effect 
on 17 April, with Israel 
saying it is targeting Iran-
backed Hezbollah.

Smoke rises from the site of an 
Israeli strike that targeted the 
Nabatieh village in southern 
Lebanon 

Pakistan train 
blast kills at least 
24 in Balochistan
Quetta, Pakistan

A blast targeting a train 
carrying military per-

sonnel killed at least 24 peo-
ple yesterday in Pakistan’s 
turbulent southwestern 
province of Balochistan, a 
senior official said.

Army servicemen were 
among the victims of the 
attack in the provincial cap-
ital Quetta, which wounded 
more than 50 people, the 
official told AFP.

The attack, which was 
claimed by the Baloch Lib-
eration Army (BLA) mili-
tant group, was branded a 
“cowardly” act of terrorism 
by Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif.

Images showed a man-
gled train carriage on its 
side as people clambered 
over the wreckage to find 
survivors. People could be 
seen carrying blood-soaked 
victims on stretchers away 
from a derailed car, while 
armed security forces stood 
guard. The local official told 
AFP that the train carrying 
army personnel and their 
family members was going 
from Quetta to Peshawar in 
Pakistan’s northwest.

Russian army confirms 
launching nuclear-capable 
Oreshnik missile at Ukraine
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia confirmed yester-
day to have launched a 

nuclear-capable Oreshnik 
hypersonic ballistic missile 
at Ukraine in massive over-
night strikes.

“In response to Ukraine’s 
terrorist attacks on civilian 
infrastructure on Russian 

territory, the Armed Forces 
of the Russian Federation 
carried out a massive strike 
using Oreshnik ballistic mis-
siles, Iskander air-launched 
ballistic missiles, Kinzhal 
hypersonic air-launched bal-
listic missiles and Tsirkon 
cruise missiles,” as well as 
drones, the ministry said in 
a statement.

Firefighters work to extinguish a fire at the site of a heavily damaged 
building following Russian strikes to the Ukrainian capital in Kyiv


