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Riffa Advance to King’s Cup Semi-Finals
Muharraq to meet Al Ahli or Al Ettifaq in Final 4

Hussain Maskati
TDT | Manama

The King’s Cup, Bahrain’s 
premier football compe-
tition, saw Riffa secure a 

place in the semi-finals with a 
4–1 victory over Bahrain Club. 
Muharraq will face either Al 
Ahli or Al Ettifaq in the semi-fi-
nals, as their quarter-final went 
into extra time and extended 
past the TDT deadline, leaving 
the semi-final pairing pending 
the final result.

At Khalifa Sports City, sev-
en-time winners Riffa (1972/73, 
1984/85, 1985/86, 1997/98, 
2009/10, 2018/19, 2020/21) 
looked every bit the side chas-
ing silverware, aiming to add to 
the Khalid bin Hamad Cup they 
won earlier this season. They 
dominated from the first whistle 
against two-time winners Bah-
rain Club (1970, 1971). Inside the 
opening minute, Serbian forward 
Dejan Georgijevic raced down 
the right and slotted a composed 
finish into the bottom corner. 
Bahrain Club, who have not beat-
en Mohammed Mashaan’s side in 
their last ten meetings, struggled 
to regain rhythm as the Sky Blues 
controlled possession and probed 
relentlessly.

In the 30th minute, a slick 
move on the right saw Wellington 
Moreira loft a measured ball into 
the box, where Samuel Toscas 

backheeled it into the path of Ali 
Madan, who doubled the lead. 
Six minutes later, Georgijevic 
completed his brace after a de-

fensive lapse, calmly placing the 
ball into the net. Riffa made it 4–0 
in the 63rd minute when substi-
tutes combined perfectly: Sayed 

Redha Isa delivered a low cross 
that Ebrahim Al Khattal volleyed 
home. Bahrain Club pulled one 
back in the 76th minute via an 

own goal from Ali Haram, but 
Riffa’s dominance was never 
in doubt, and the Sky Blues ad-
vanced 4–1.

Meanwhile, at Bahrain Na-
tional Stadium, nine-time King’s 
Cup winners Al Ahli (1959/60, 
1967/68, 1976/77,  1981/82, 
1986/87, 1990/91, 2000/01, 
2002/03, 2023/24) faced First 
Division leaders Al Ettifaq in a 
tense, end-to-end contest. Al Et-
tifaq took the lead in the 12th 
minute through Mauritanian 
winger Ahmed Koory, but Al 
Ahli equalised from a penalty in 
the 20th minute, converted by 
Abdulla AlHashash. Seven min-
utes later, Victor Gabriel tapped 
in Joao Victor Coutinho’s low 
cross to put Al Ahli ahead. De-
spite rattling the crossbar twice 
and producing a sensational scor-
pion-kick effort saved by Sayed 
Shubbar Alawi, Al Ettifaq forced 
a dramatic 2–2 equaliser in the 
last minute through a penalty 
from Moroccan Abdelghafour 
Mehri.

With the quarter-finals con-
cluded, Muharraq will face ei-
ther Al Ahli or Al Ettifaq in one 
semi-final, while Al Khaldiya 
meet Riffa in the other, complet-
ing the line-up for the final four 
of this year’s King’s Cup.

Riffa players celebrate a goal in their quarter-final win over Bahrain Club yesterday
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‘New normal’
Signs of gradual business revival as shoppers return cautiously

• Malls’ visitor 
numbers increasing

Neethu V
TDT | Manama

Businesses across Bahrain 
are adapting to a new 
normal as the Kingdom 

navigates evolving geo-political 
conditions. 

In commercial areas such as 
Manama and Seef, footfall has 
been lower compared to usu-
al post-Eid activity, although 
signs of gradual recovery are 
emerging.

Major retail destinations in-
cluding The Avenues and City 
Centre Bahrain are reported-
ly witnessing improved visitor 
numbers compared to the initial 
days of the situation, as resi-
dents gradually return to malls 
for shopping and leisure, albeit 
with caution.

Activity
However, local retailers note 

that activity during Eid was 
relatively strong, followed by a 
gradual slowdown in the subse-

quent days, though better com-
pared to the initial days of the 
conflict.

Service providers, particu-
larly in the banking sector, con-
tinue to maintain operations 
through both branches and digi-
tal platforms. Al Salam Bank has 

resumed full operations across 
all branches from March 25, 
2026.

“The resumption of opera-
tions in all our branches today, 
as conditions improve, reaffirms 
our commitment to providing a 
comprehensive banking expe-

rience,” said Mr. Mohammed 
Bouhaji, Chief Retail Banking 
Officer.

The bank also highlighted its 
digital services. 

Similarly, National Bank of 
Bahrain has resumed opera-
tions across most branches, with 
services returning to regular 
hours under enhanced safety 
measures while continuing to 
promote digital banking. 

Other banks in the Kingdom, 
including BBK, Ahli United 
Bank, and Bahrain Islamic Bank, 
continue to operate through 
their branch networks with reg-
ular or adjusted hours, while 
also maintaining uninterrupted 
services via digital platforms.

Shopper at a local retailer shop

Mohammed Bouhaji

Bahrain delivers 
statement on 
behalf of GCC 
states, Jordan
Geneva

His Excellency Ambassa-
dor Abdullah Abdulatif 

Abdullah, Permanent Repre-
sentative of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain to the United Nations 
Office and other international 
organisations in Geneva, deliv-
ered a statement on behalf of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) member states and the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
during the 61st session of the 
Human Rights Council.

The statement was deliv-
ered in support of a request to 
convene an urgent debate to 
prioritise the unlawful Iranian 
attacks and address their hu-
man rights implications with-
out delay.

It affirmed that, since 28 
February 2026, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has carried 
out unjustified military at-
tacks targeting the territories 
of several countries, includ-
ing the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
the United Arab Emirates, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 
Sultanate of Oman, the State 
of Qatar, the State of Kuwait, 
and the Hashemite Kingdom 

of Jordan.
The attacks have affected ci-

vilians and critical infrastruc-
ture, resulting in casualties and 
significant damage, including 
to essential systems sustaining 
civilian life.

Concerns
The statement also raised 

concerns over the safety of 
air and maritime navigation, 
particularly in the Strait of 
Hormuz, as well as the impact 
on supply chains and global 
energy market stability.

It stressed that these actions 
constitute a flagrant violation 
of international law, the Unit-
ed Nations Charter, interna-
tional human rights law, and 
international humanitarian 
law, and pose a direct threat 
to regional and international 
peace and security.

It further noted the clear 
position of the internation-
al community, including the 
condemnation by the United 
Nations Secretary-General and 
United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 2817 (2026), 
which strongly denounced the 
attacks.


