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Hundreds airlifted 

Stricken Norway cruiseship restarted 3 of its 4 engines
AFP | Oslo, Norway

A cruise liner that ran 
into trouble in rough 
seas off Norway was 

being towed to port yester-
day after hundreds of pas-
sengers were helicoptered to  
safety.

The Viking Sky lost power 
and started drifting mid-after-
noon Saturday in perilous wa-
ters two kilometres (1.2 miles) 
off More og Romsdal, prompt-
ing the captain to send out a 
distress call.

The authorities launched an 
airlift in very difficult condi-
tions rather than run the risk of 
leaving people on board.

“We would rather have the 
passengers on land rather than 
on board the ship,” police chief 
Tor Andre Franck said.

By yesterday, the crew had 
managed to restart three of its 
four engines and two tugs ar-
rived.

Authorities said 460 of the 
1,373 people on board had been 
taken off by five helicopters 

before the airlift was halted to 
allow the towing to start.

Police said 17 people had 
been taken to hospital, one in 
their 90s and two 70-year-olds 
suffered serious fractures. 

“The evacuation has been put 
on pause for now”, a spokes-
man for southern Norway’s 
rescue centre said.

“The captain will weigh up 
the situation” before deciding 
if the airlift resumes, he added.

The vessel was heading for 
the port of Molde, with 60 kilo-
metres (45 miles) still to go, and 
about 500 kilometres north-
west of Oslo, officials said.

Dramatic footage of the pas-
sengers’ ordeal showed furni-
ture and plants sliding round 
the lurching vessel as parts of 
the ceiling came down.

Dozens of passengers wear-
ing life jackets were seated 
around waiting to get off the 
vessel.

“I have never seen anything 
so frightening,” said Janet Ja-
cob, who was rescued.

“I started to pray. I prayed 

for the safety of everyone on 
board,” she told the NRK tele-
vision channel.

“The helicopter trip was 
terrifying. The winds were 
like a tornado,” she added. 

“We were sitting down for 
breakfast when things started 
to shake... It was just chaos,” 
said another passenger, Amer-
ican John Curry, as quoted in 
Norwegian by media.

Passenger Rodney Horgan 
said he had been reminded of 
the Titanic.

“The best word, I guess, is 
surreal,” he said.

“Sea water 6-7 feet (about 
two metres) high just came 
rushing in, hit the tables, chairs, 
broken glass and 20-30 people 
just ... went right in front of me.

“I was standing, my wife was 
sitting in front of me and all of 
a sudden, she was gone. And 
I thought this was the end,” 
Horgan said.

But it all ended well for Ryan 
Flynn. “Here’s my 83-year-old 
dad being airlifted from the 
#vikingsky,” he said.

Passengers on board the Viking Sky, waiting to be 
evacuated, off the coast of Norway on Saturday (Courtesy 
of AccuWeather)

Stranded passenger that were rescued by helicopter from 
the cruise ship Viking Sky are pictured on March 23, 2019 
on the west coast of Norway near Romsdal

Yildrim squares up for 
Istanbul election battle
• The vote in Istanbul, 
with a population 
of 15 million out of 
Turkey’s 80 million, 
will be a major test 
for Erdogan’s party

• Turkish will cast 
their ballots for 
local elections on 
March 31, 2019

AFP | Istanbul, Turkey

If former Turkish prime 
minister Binali Yildirim 
wants a reminder of how 

much he needs to win as Is-
tanbul mayor in this month’s 
election, he just has to listen to 
his boss.

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, who started his own po-
litical career as Istanbul may-
or, likes to tell his Justice and 
Development Party (AKP) that 
winning the country’s econom-
ic hub is like winning Turkey 
itself.

Picking a well-known name 
and ruling party heavyweight 
like Yildirim for mayor shows 
how key Istanbul remains for 
Erdogan. The Turkish leader 
has been campaigning hard 
around Turkey, often in Istan-
bul, to drum up support for the 
AKP before the March 31 munic-
ipal election.

Even though Yildirim is the 
favourite, the stakes are high: 
Turkey’s economy is in reces-
sion and a lira currency crisis 
and double-digit inflation are 
threatening to undermine some 
AKP support at the ballot box. 

“We should not underesti-
mate the Istanbul mayor office. 
Look at Mr Chirac,” Yildirim 
told AFP referring to Jacques 
Chirac, the late French presi-
dent who was mayor of Paris 
from 1977-95 in between two 
stints as prime minister.

The vote in Is-
tanbul, with a 
population 

o f  1 5 
mil l ion 

out of Turkey’s 80 million, will 
be a major test for Erdogan’s 
party to consolidate its power. 
Istanbul is seen as a political 
bellwether with its mixed pop-
ulation of secular and conserv-
ative Turks as well as Kurds. 

In the 2017 referendum on 
the new executive presidential 
system that concentrated pow-
ers under the Turkish leader, 
Istanbul narrowly voted against 
Erdogan’s plan.  

“Istanbul is a country on its 
own,” he said.

 ‘Only one captain’
Erdogan is actively touring 

for the AKP even though he is 
not standing for election. In 
Istanbul alone, he has held 
over a dozen rallies in several 
neighbourhoods in the past few 
weeks.

On Sunday, Erdogan called a 
giant rally, with his right-wing 
ally Nationalist Movement Par-
ty (MHP) leader Devlet Bahceli 
in Istanbul’s Yenikapi district.

Fielding a younger candidate, 
the opposition Republican Peo-
ple’s Party (CHP) hopes a fresh 
approach will help them take 
the Istanbul mayor’s office 
from Erdogan’s ally.

Ekrem Imamoglu, 49, current 
mayor of Istanbul’s Beyluk-
duzu district on the outskirts 
of the city, worked in a fam-
ily business and was a board 
member of a Turkish football  
team.

A loyalist to Erdogan since 
the 1990s, Yildirim holds no 
grudge over the disappearance 
of the prime minister office he 
held for two years. He even 
campaigned for “Yes” in the 
2017 vote on reforms that hand-
ed Erdogan more authority.  

“Two captains can sink a ship. 
There should be only one 
captain,” he said at the 
time of the vote that 
abolished the pre-
mier’s office.

Yildirim, born 
into a poor fam-
ily in an 
e a s t e r n 
p r o v -
i n c e , 
served as 

transport minister between 
2002 and 2014 and oversaw 
grandiose projects from new 
highways and high-speed trains 
to tunnels and bridges.

Erdogan often touts such 
projects as a symbol of Tur-
key’s success during his time in 
power. But Yildirim has never 
shown any ambition to out-
shine the president.

 Known for his slow-talking 
style, the AKP candidate says 
in the introduction of a rap 
tune prepared for his election: 
“I speak slow but I work fast 
like my surname.” His surname 
means “lightning.”

Yildirim never makes secret 
of his love for Istanbul.

“Istanbul is all my youth, 
a  city that has given me 
everything, so to serve this city 
is a big honour for me,” Yildirim 
said.  

Asked if his boss Erdogan 
was giving him advice, Yildirim 
said: “Of course. We always 
benefit from his experiences.”

Both candidates have shown 
an appetite to win over the 
other’s side’s supporters in the 
cosmopolitan city. 

Imamoglu hopes his discreet 
profile could turn out to be an 
“advantage,” against a popular 
AKP candidate.

“Society has recently built 
a resistance against all that is 
well known in politics,” he said.

The CHP candidate lamented 
that conditions were not equal, 
especially with most Turk-
i s h media taking a 

pro-Erdogan 
line. But he 
was still in 
the fight.

Erdogan

Yildirim

Supporters of Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan wave flags during a rally

The Viking Sky lost power and started drifting mid-afternoon Saturday
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Boulder-sized sunfish washes ashore in Australia
Sydney, Australia

A boulder-sized fish of a kind 
known to “sink yachts” has 

washed up on an Australian 
beach.

The 1.8 metre (six feet) spec-
imen -- believed to be a Mola 
Mola, or ocean sunfish -- came 
ashore near the mouth of the 
Murray River in South Australia 
at the weekend.

The enormous creature is dis-
tinct for both its size and pecu-
liar shape featuring a flattened 
body and fins.

The fish can weigh up to 2.5 
tons (2,200 kilogrammes), ac-
cording to National Geographic.

A photo circulating on social 
media showed two people on a 
beach standing over the giant 
specimen, which had died.

“The amount of news and 
media from all over the world 
wanting to report it has been on 
another level,” Linette Grzelak, 
who posted the image to Face-

book, said.

“Never expected this.”
South Australian Museum fish 

collection manager Ralph Foster 
said the fish was actually at the 
smaller end of the scale for the 
species.

It earned its name for basking 
in the sun near the ocean’s sur-

face, but is also known to dive 
several hundred metres (feet) 
into the depths, he said.

“I’ve actually had a good look 
at it, we get three species here 
and this is actually the rarest 
one in South Australian waters,” 
Foster told the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation (ABC).

“They can get a lot bigger... it’s 
probably an average-sized one, 
they can get nearly twice as big 
as that,” he added.

Mola Mola have also been 
known to damage vessels, Fos-
ter added.

“We get a lot of them hit by 
boats and some of them are so 
large they actually sink yachts,” 
he said.

“We know very little about 
them, it’s only in the last few 
years that technology has al-
lowed us to start learning about 
them.

“They are amazing things, 
they really are.”A sunfish that was washed ashore and found dead in Coorong, near the mouth of the urray River in South Australia.

Caliphate ‘a living hell’
Baghdad, Iraq

For the millions forced to 
endure the Islamic State 

group’s brutal rule, life in the 
“caliphate” was a living hell 
where girls were enslaved, mu-
sic was banned and homosexu-
ality was punishable by death.

The jihadists applied an ul-
tra-conservative interpreta-
tion of Islamic law across the 
swathes of Syria and Iraq that 
they captured in 2014, tortur-
ing or executing anyone who 
disobeyed.

The fall of the last sliver of IS 
territory in eastern Syria marks 
the end of their proto-state, 
once the size of the United 
Kingdom and home to more 
than seven million people.

The fate of prisoners used by 
the jihadists as human shields 
remains unknown, but more 
than 3,000 Yazidis are still miss-
ing.

The jihadists singled out the 
minority, followers of an an-
cient religion, for particularly 
harsh treatment which the UN 
has said may amount to gen-
ocide.

They slaughtered thousands 
of Yazidi men and boys, abduct-
ing women and girls then sell-
ing them at slave markets. 

Many suffered years of sexual 
abuse.

“We did everything they de-
manded,” said Bessa Hamad, 
an Iraqi Yazidi sold six times by 
jihadists before escaping their 
last redoubt in Syria.

“We couldn’t say no.”
Yazidi boys who were not 

killed were forced to fight and 
indoctrinated to hate their com-
munity, leaving families strug-
gling to reconnect with those 
who were rescued.

Children who went to IS-run 
schools learnt to count 
w i t h 

maths books featuring guns and 
grenades, but pictures of people 
were banned.

As well as frontline fighters, IS 
ran its own police force, whose 
officers could impose fines or 
lashes on men whose breath 
smelt of cigarettes or alcohol.

Books were burned, while 
dancing  and music  were 
banned. Instead the jihadists 
broadcast propaganda via their 
own radio station.

The jihadists used sledge-
hammers to destroy priceless 
ancient artefacts they deemed 
idolatrous.

A strict dress code forced 
even young girls to wear a full 
black Islamic veil.

Beards and traditional robes 
were compulsory for men.

Thrown from rooftops
The extremists ran their own 

courts, sentencing people to 
death by beheading and hang-
ing.

Men and women accused of 
adultery were stoned to 

death. Men were shot or thrown 
from rooftops for the “crime” 
of being gay. The jihadists even 
introduced their own currency, 
minting coins that veterans of 
the battle against IS now keep 
as trophies.

Jail terms were imposed on 
those unable to pay IS taxes. 

Iraq’s major northern city of 
Mosul and Raqa in Syria were 
transformed into the twin de 
facto capitals of the “caliphate”. 

Raqa become a byword for 
atrocities carried out by the ji-
hadists, and it was from there 
that IS organised devastating 
overseas attacks.

Human heads were displayed 
on spikes in the city along with 
crucified bodies, to sow terror.

IS initially won support from 
some residents who felt aban-
doned and abused by corrupt 
state authorities.

But today, those who survived 
its rule accuse the jihadists 
themselves of graft -- as well 
as ex-

treme acts of violence.
IS left more than 200 mass 

graves in Iraq and thousands of 
bodies are expected to be un-
covered in Syria.

Numerous women inter-
viewed by AFP said they received 
IS-stamped death certificates 
for their executed husbands, but 
the jihadists would not return 
their bodies. It could take years 
to discover what happened to 
some of their victims.

Some IS members leaving the 
group’s last redoubt of Baghouz 
in eastern Syria have cricitised 
the group’s leadership.

“God’s law was applied,” said 
Abdel Moneim Najia, a jihadist 
who stayed in what was left of 
the “caliphate” until its final 
days. But he voiced the same 
grievances as Iraqis and Syrians 
expressed about their govern-
ments ahead of the IS 
takeover.

Picture shows the fallen Islamic State group’s last bastion in the eastern Syrian village of Baghuz after the defeat of the 
jihadist group.

The name Mola mola 
comes from the Latin 
word for “millstone.” 

It’s named for its 
gray, round body, and 

rough texture.

People said to be members of the Islamic State (IS) group exit with children from the village of Baghouz in the eastern Syrian province of Deir Ezzor (file)

Disease fears mount 
for cyclone survivors

Beira, Mozambique

Disease is threatening to 
aggravate the already dire 

conditions facing millions of 
survivors following the pow-
erful tropical cyclone which 
ravaged southern Africa 10 
days ago, officials warned on 
Sunday.

Cyclone Idai smashed into 
Mozambique’s coast unleash-
ing hurricane-force wind and 
rain that flooded swathes of 
the poor country before bat-
tering eastern Zimbabwe -- 
killing 705 people across the 
two nations.

“It is inevitable that cases of 
cholera and malaria will arise. 
In many areas we are already 
fighting with malaria cases,” 
said Land Minister Celso Cor-
reia at a briefing in Beira, 1,000 
kilometres (620 miles) north-
east of the capital Maputo.

The UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs’ Sebastian Rhodes 
Stampa, also at the briefing, 
warned that disease outbreaks 
in inaccessible areas could be 
“really problematic”.

The World Food Programme 
said Friday that the human-
itarian disaster unfolding in 
Mozambique is on a par with 
the situation in Yemen and 
Syria which are both in the 
grip of civil wars.

zid workers from across 
the world are continuing to 
arrive in the region to bring 
help to more than two million 
affected people across an area 
of roughly 3,000 square kilo-
metres (around 1,160 square  
miles).

‘We suffered a lot’

Survivors are struggling in 
desperate conditions with 
some still trapped on rooftops 
and those rescued in urgent 
need of food and medical sup-
plies.

“The government is already 
setting up a cholera treatment 
centre to mitigate cholera. We 
should not be frightened when 
cholera issues arise,” added 
Correia, describing efforts to 
control the emerging humani-
tarian crisis. 

“It is normal. It’s almost 
inevitable. Malaria, we know 
how it arises. We have lots of 
wetlands and we’re going to 
have malaria that is sure to 
come up (there).”

Wi l f r i e d  D e l o v i a r e ,  a 
19-year-old resident of Beira 
which was caught in the eye of 
the storm, said he felt  “sorry 
for our town, our city, because 
we suffered a lot to build it”.

“Houses are completely 
destroyed, and some people 
don’t have money to rebuild 
their businesses -- and many 
businesses are going to fail,” 
he said. 

More than two million 
people have been affected 
in Mozambique, Zimbabwe 
and Malawi where the storm 
started as a tropical depres-
sion causing flooding which 
killed 60 and displaced nearly 
a million people. Hundreds are 
still missing in Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe. The Interna-
tional Committee said it had 
recorded two cases of cholera 
so far but the UN was unable to 
confirm the reports.

Women and children take a shelter from rain in Buzi, Mozambique


