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BAB participates in BENEFIT Strategy Session 
Spotlights Future of Digital Banking and Financial Services

Manama

The Bahrain Association 
of Banks (BAB) and BEN-
EFIT company have suc-

cessfully concluded a high-lev-
el strategic briefing dedicated 
to examining the company’s 
new corporate strategy for the 
2025–2027 cycle. 

This collaborative engage-
ment serves as a cornerstone 
of the ongoing partnership 
between the two entities, spe-
cifically designed to expedite 
the digital transformation of 
Bahrain’s financial landscape. 
By fostering a unified approach 
to the development of efficient 
and secure digital financial 

solutions, the session reinforced 
the Kingdom’s overarching vi-
sion to solidify its standing as a 
premier regional hub for finan-
cial innovation and advanced 
digital technology.

The briefing facilitated a 
deep-level technical exchange 
involving three of the Associa-
tion’s specialized committees, 
namely Digital Transformation 
and Innovation, Anti-Money 
Laundering (AML) and Compli-
ance, and Retail Banking. This 
integration ensured that the 
core pillars of the new strategy 
were thoroughly vetted against 
the practical requirements 
and operational realities of the 
Kingdom’s banking institutions. 

Central to the discussions 
were BENEFIT’s primary stra-
tegic objectives, which prior-
itize the launch of pioneering 
payment ecosystems and the 
enhancement of the digital user 
experience. The roadmap plac-
es a significant emphasis on em-
powering SMEs sector through 
bespoke payment solutions 
while simultaneously pursu-
ing regional interoperability for 
cross-border instant payments. 
Furthermore, the strategy out-
lines a robust commitment to 
technological synergy, particu-
larly through expanded part-
nerships with AI providers and 
the sophisticated optimization 
of data utilization to drive in-

stitutional growth.

Milestones
The new strategy is under-

pinned by the remarkable mile-
stones achieved by BENEFIT 
in recent years, including an 
industry-leading performance 
in 2024 that saw an average of 
23 instant payment transac-
tions per individual monthly. 
These successes provide a solid 
foundation for the company’s 
planned expansion into new 
international markets, further 
cementing its role as a primary 
engine of digital change on both 
a local and regional scale. 

Reflecting on the impor-
tance of this partnership, Mr. 

Abdulwahed AlJanahi, Chief 
Executive of BENEFIT, empha-
sized that the success of the 
2025–2027 strategy is funda-
mentally contingent upon active 
collaboration with the banking 
community, and noted that BAB, 
as the primary representative 
of the sector, serves as a vital 
partner in developing the se-
cure and advanced financial 
solutions. Mr AlJanahi further 
reiterated that this joint effort 
is essential for delivering a tru-
ly transformative digital expe-
rience that serves the diverse 
interests of both individual and 
corporate stakeholders across 
the Kingdom.

Mrs. Zeeba Askar, CEO of BAB, 

characterized the session as a 
pivotal moment in the strategic 
alliance between the two or-
ganizations, and affirmed that 
direct coordination is the most 
effective framework for uni-
fying national efforts toward 
financial innovation and oper-
ational efficiency. By providing 
the Association’s specialized 
committees with early and 
comprehensive insights into 
these future plans, the partner-
ship ensures that every new 
initiative is perfectly calibrated 
to market demands, ultimate-
ly enhancing the integrity and 
seamless integration of Bah-
rain’s wider financial ecosys-
tem.

BBK discloses results for year ended 31st December 2025
The Board of Directors has recommended a cash dividend of 40 fils per share

Manama

BBK announces its financial 
results for the year ended 

31st December 2025, recording 
a net profit attributable to the 
owners of the Bank of BD 80.0 
million and BD 23.5 million for 
the fourth quarter then ended.

For the fourth quarter of 2025: 
The Bank achieved a net profit 

attributable to the owners of the 
Bank of BD 23.5 million, register-
ing a growth of 23.7% compared 
to the net profit of BD 19.0 mil-
lion achieved during the cor-
responding period of last year. 
The basic and diluted earnings 
per share for the fourth quarter 
amounted to 13 fils compared to 
11 fils during the previous year.

Total comprehensive income 
attributable to the owners of 
the Bank amounted to BD 25.5 
million during the fourth quar-
ter of 2025, compared to BD 11.8 
million during the same period 
of last year, representing a sig-
nificant increase of 116.1%. The 
growth  is mainly due to higher 
movement during the quarter 
in unrealized gain in fair value 
reserves relating to debt instru-
ments and equity investments 
compared to the same period last 
year, as well as higher reported 
net profit.

 For the full financial year 
ended 31st December 2025:

BBK achieved a new high re-
cord net profit attributable to 
the owners of the Bank of BD 
80.0 million compared to BD 72.0 
million achieved during the pre-
vious year, an increase of 11.1%. 
The basic and diluted earnings 
per share amounted to 44 fils 
compared to 40 fils for the prior 

year.
The total comprehensive in-

come attributable to the owners 
of the Bank for the year 2025 
amounted to BD 102.2 million, 
compared to BD 69.5 million re-
ported during last year, an in-
crease of 47.1%. The increase is 
mainly related to positive market 
valuations, and higher net profit.

 The increase in net profit 
was mainly attributable to an 
increase in the net fees and com-
mission income from BD 19.5 
million to BD 22.1 million, re-
cording a growth of 13.3%, while 
investment and other income 
experienced a growth of 6.1%, 
increasing from BD 19.8 million 
to BD 21.0 million, reflecting the 
Bank’s dynamic business model 
and its efforts to diversify in-
come from non-interest income 
streams. In addition, the Bank’s 
share from associates and joint 
ventures recorded a profit of BD 
1.5 million compared to a loss of 
BD 2.7 million reported during 
2024. Net provisions and impair-
ments declined by 60.7% from 
BD 17.3 million to BD 6.8 million 
reported in 2025, reflecting the 

Bank’s active management of 
credit risk and distressed ex-
posures. On the other hand, net 
interest income declined by 5.9% 
at BD 117.2 million compared to 
BD 124.6 million. Total operating 
expenses increased by 3.9% from 
BD 71.3 million to BD 74.1 million, 
mainly due to the implementa-
tion of strategic initiatives and 
investments in human capital 
to support the implementation 
of various strategic and business 
initiatives aimed at providing 
our customers with the best 
banking experience. 

Total shareholders’ equity at-
tributable to the owners of the 
Bank increased to BD 657.5 mil-
lion as of end of December 2025, 
compared to BD 620.8 million as 
of end of the financial year 2024, 
an increase of 5.9%. The increase 
is mainly related to the positive 
movement in investment securi-
ties’ market valuations and high-
er reported net profit.

Total assets increased by 18.6% 
to reach BD 4,974.3 million as 
of end of December 2025 com-
pared to BD 4,192.6 million re-
ported at end of financial year 

2024. Deposits and amounts 
due from banks and other fi-
nancial institutions increased 
by 73.1% to stand at BD 290.6 
million (31st December 2024: BD 
167.9 million); net loans and ad-
vances increased by 31.5% to BD 
2,358.5 million (31st December 
2024: BD 1,794.1 million); while 
investment securities portfolio 
recorded a growth of 26.8% to BD 
1,190.9 million (31st December 
2024: BD 939.4 million). On the 
other hand, Cash and balances 
with central banks was lower 
by 14.7%, to stand at BD 586.6 
million (31st December 2024: 
BD 687.7 million). Treasury bills 
declined by 23.7% to reach BD 
304.4 million (31st December 
2024: BD 399.2 million). Howev-
er, Customer deposits recorded 
a growth of 18.3% to stand at BD 
2,853.5 million (31st December 
2024: BD 2,411.3 million). Term 
borrowings increased by 32.2% 
to stand at BD 405.3 million (31st 
December 2024: BD 306.5 mil-
lion), due to the successful clo-
sure of US$500 million, 3-year 
Club Loan Facility, to support 
the Bank’s strategic business 
plans.

Dividend
Following the positive finan-

cial results for the year ended 
31st December 2025, the Board 
of Directors recommended pay-
ing cash dividends of 40 fils per 
share (including 12.5 fils interim 
dividend paid earlier) for the 
year 2025 for the shareholders 
registered with the Bank on the 
record date, subject to the ap-
proval of the regulatory author-
ities and the shareholders at the 
Annual General Meeting (AGM).

The Board expressed its sat-
isfaction with the financial re-

sults, stating: “BBK has delivered 
a solid record performance over 
the past year despite a challeng-
ing market environment. The 
result marked a historic mile-
stone for BBK, delivering the 
highest net profit on record in 
the Bank’s history. This excep-
tional achievement underscores 
the resilience of our business 
model, the effectiveness of our 
strategic initiatives, and the un-
wavering commitment of our 
management team and employ-
ees. Through prudent risk man-
agement, disciplined execution, 
and a strong focus on customer 
centric innovation, BBK has con-
tinued to strengthen its financial 
position and enhance sharehold-
er value. We extend our sincere 
appreciation to our customers 
for their trust and loyalty, to 
our employees for their dedi-
cation and professionalism, to 
our management for their lead-
ership, and to our shareholders 
for their continued confidence 
in our vision. Looking ahead, 
the Board remains confident in 
the Bank’s ability to navigate 
future challenges, build on its 
strong foundations, and deliver 
sustainable long term value for 
all stakeholders”.

Value and excellence
BBK’s Group Chief Executive, 

Mr. Yaser Alsharifi, added, “BBK 
remains sound in its commit-
ment to a robust business model 
that aims to deliver value and ex-
cellence to its shareholders and 
customers. This commitment is 
reflected in the noticeable in-
crease in net loans and advances 
and customer deposits during 
the year and in reporting the 
highest net profit on record in 
the Bank’s history”.

“We note with pride that BBK 
was awarded the ‘Most Trusted 
Digital Banking Services Pro-
vider in Bahrain’ award from 
World Business Outlook, which 
affirms BBK’s leadership in 
digital transformation across 
both local and regional bank-
ing landscapes. Complementing 
this recognition, BBK’s digital 
platforms achieved top Net Pro-
moter Scores (NPS) in Bahrain’s 
retail and corporate banking 
segments. In addition, BBK was 
awarded the ‘CX Award 2025’ in 
recognition of its outstanding 
distinction in promoting and 
advancing customer experience 
excellence”.

“In addition, BBK continues 
to prioritize Environmental, 
Social and Governance (ESG) 
initiatives into its core opera-
tions, by launching the “Sus-
tainability Academy”, a strate-
gic initiative aimed at equip-
ping its employees with the 
knowledge and skills needed to 
drive the future of sustainable  
banking”.

“Furthermore, we are pleased 
to announce the successful com-
pletion of the transfer of HSBC 
Middle East – Bahrain branch 
retail customers to BBK. The 
transfer also included a suc-
cessful integration of HSBC em-
ployees, serving these clients 
into BBK’s dynamic work envi-
ronment, reinforcing continuity 
and strengthening the Bank’s 
capabilities”.

“We remain vigilant in navi-
gating the changing economic 
environment, yet we are en-
couraged by the opportunities 
that lie ahead. Our strategy gives 
us confidence in our ability to 
deliver sustained value for our 
stakeholders”.

Mr. Yaser AlsharifiMr. Tariq AlSaffar


