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Compromise of the Nobles in 
Habsburg Netherlands closes 
against the Inquisition

Treaty of Ghent signed, end-
ing the War of 1812 between 
the United States, the Unit-
ed Kingdom and their allies

Fire devastates US Library of Congress in 
Washington and destroys 35,000 volumes

First radioactive 
isotope medicine 

is administered in 
Berkeley, California
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In the Nativity scene, 
popular imagination 

has often inserted many 
figures drawn from dai-
ly life, populating the 
space around the grotto. 
They remind us that all 
our activities, all our dai-
ly occupations acquire 
their full meaning within 
God’s plan, which has its 
center in Jesus Christ.

@Pontifex

I had a very warm and 
good conversation with 

the President of the Euro-
pean Commission, @von-
derleyen. I am grateful for 
all the support, assistance, 
and maximum engage-
ment not only this year, 
but from the very begin-
ning of Russia’s full-scale 
invasion.

@ZelenskyyUa

Americans can find 
peace this Christmas 

season, knowing the men 
and women of the United 
States military are stand-
ing watch to protect our 
nation.

@SecWar

In Nuuk, I reaffirmed 
France’s unwavering 

support for the sover-
eignty and territorial 
integrity of Denmark 
and Greenland. Green-
land belongs to its peo-
ple.Denmark stands as 
its guarantor. I join my 
voice to that of Europe-
ans in expressing our full 
solidarity.

@EmmanuelMacron

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Defence Minister Israel 
Katz vowed yesterday that Israel 
would remain in Gaza and pledged 
to establish outposts there, but 
his office swiftly downplayed the 
remarks made at a settlement in the 
occupied West Bank. In comments 
reported across Israeli media, Katz 
said Israel “will never leave” the 
devastated Palestinian territory. His remarks 
come as mediators are pressing for the 
implementation of the next phases of a 
fragile ceasefire in Gaza, which would involve 
an Israeli withdrawal from the territory. US 
President Donald Trump’s 20-point plan for 
the truce stated that “Israel will not occupy or annex Gaza.” Speaking at an event 
in the Israeli settlement of Beit El in the West Bank, Katz said: “We are deep inside 
Gaza, and we will never leave Gaza -- there will be no such thing.” “We are there to 
protect, to prevent what happened” from happening again, he added, according to 
a video published by Israeli news site Ynet.

u A British man 
accused of drugging 
and raping his ex-wife 
over 13 years, and five 

other men charged with various sexual offences against her, appeared yesterday 
in a UK court. Philip Young spoke only to confirm his name and other details 
when he appeared separately at Swindon Magistrates Court, west of London, for 
his first hearing. The 49-year-old, reportedly a former Conservative councillor, 
was remanded in custody ahead of the next hearing at Swindon Crown Court 
on January 23. He was not required to enter a plea at this stage. He is charged 
with 56 offences, including rape and administering a substance with intent to 
stupify his 48-year-old former spouse Joanne Young, who has waived her legal 
right to anonymity. Voyeurism, possession of indecent images of children and 
possession of extreme images are among the other 
charges filed against Young. The alleged offences 
occurred between 2010 and 2023. Later Tuesday, five 
other men -- aged 31 to 61 -- appeared in the same 
magistrates’ courtroom to hear the charges against 
them.

u Egypt began a public live restoration of King 
Khufu’s ancient solar boat at the newly-opened Grand 
Egyptian Museum yesterday, more than 4,000 years 
after the vessel was first built. Egyptian conservators 
used a small crane to carefully lift a fragile, decayed 
plank into the Solar Boats Museum hall -- the first of 
1,650 wooden pieces that make up the ceremonial 
boat of the Old Kingdom pharaoh. The 4,600-year-old boat was built during the 
reign of King Khufu, the pharaoh who also commissioned the Great Pyramid of 
Giza.

UK man, five others accused of sex 
offences against ex-wife appear in court

Egypt’s grand 
museum begins 
live restoration of 

ancient boat

Israel defence 
minister vows to 
establish outposts in 

Gaza

Greta’s global climate 
movement began entirely 

on her own: in August 2018, 
at just 15 years old, she sat 
alone outside the Swedish 

Parliament with a handmade 
sign reading “School strike 

for climate.” Within months, 
that solitary protest inspired 

millions of students across 
more than 150 countries to 

take part in what became the 
Fridays for Future movement 

— one of the largest youth-
led climate actions in history.

KNOW WHAT

An interesting fact about 
Jeffrey Epstein is that 

despite being a convicted sex 
offender, he continued to 

move within elite political, 
financial and academic cir-

cles for years, even donating 
millions of dollars to uni-

versities and hosting influ-
ential figures at his private 

properties — a contradiction 
that later raised serious 

questions about how wealth 
and connections can shield 
individuals from scrutiny.

KNOW WHAT

New Epstein files dump contains 
multiple Trump references

Epstein cultivated a wide circle of powerful friends, including Trump

• A first batch was 
made public last Friday

• The latest slew of 
documents contains 
8,000 files

• On Monday, 
Trump again said 
he didn't approve 
of the file dumps

AFP | Washington, United States

A new batch of files re-
leased yesterday by the 
US government in rela-

tion to the notorious late sex of-
fender Jeffrey Epstein contains 
numerous references to Donald 
Trump, including documents 
detailing flights he took on his 
then close friend's private jet.

The Justice Department 
swiftly issued a statement de-
fending the 79-year-old Repub-
lican president.

"Some of these documents 
contain untrue and sensation-
alist claims made against Presi-
dent Trump that were submitted 
to the FBI right before the 2020 
election," the Justice Depart-
ment said on X, without specify-
ing which allegations were false.

"If they had a shred of cred-
ibility, they certainly would 
have been weaponized against 
President Trump already," the 
department said.

Epstein cultivated a wide cir-
cle of powerful friends, includ-
ing Trump, and was alleged to 
have run an underage sex traf-
ficking ring before his 2019 
death in jail.

Trump, who is not accused 
of any wrongdoing, fought for 
months to prevent release of the 
vast trove of documents collect-
ed during years of investigations 
into the disgraced financier.

A rebellion inside Trump's 
Republican Party forced him 
to sign off on a law mandating 
release of all the documents. 
The extraordinary move reflect-
ed intense political pressure to 
address what many Americans, 
including Trump's own support-
ers, have long suspected to be a 
cover-up.

A first batch was made public 
last Friday amid fierce criticism 
that the Justice Department was 
deliberately slow-walking the 
release and excluding any ref-
erences to Trump.

The latest slew of documents 
contains 8,000 files, including 
hundreds of videos or audio 
recordings. This includes sur-
veillance footage from August 
2019, the month Epstein was 
found dead in his jail cell -- and 
declared to have committed su-
icide.

Private jet trips 
Trump was friends for years 

with Epstein and the two of 
them were photographed to-
gether at parties.

The Republican has given dif-
ferent accounts of how he ended 

their relationship.
He has said they fell out when 

Epstein "stole" young women 
working in the spa at his Florida 
golf club. He also says he threw 
Epstein out of his Florida golf 
club for being "a creep."

But despite Trump's repeated 
claims that he was not close to 
Epstein, there is considerable 
evidence to the contrary.

The latest documents include 
a January 2020 note from New 
York federal prosecutors who 
were investigating Epstein's as-
sociate, Ghislaine Maxell, detail-
ing Trump's repeated travel on 
the financier's private jet.

It says "records we received 
yesterday reflect that Donald 
Trump traveled on Epstein's pri-
vate jet many more times than 
previously has been reported (or 
that we were aware)."

Some of the references to 
Trump in the documents are 
impossible to verify and there 
are no indications of criminal 

behavior.
One is in a handwritten letter 

attributed to Epstein and writ-
ten from jail to Larry Nassar, 
the former US gymnastics doctor 
who was imprisoned over ram-
pant abuse of female athletes.

The letter has Epstein pur-
portedly complaining to Nas-
sar that they were incarcerated 
while the "president shares our 
love of young, nubile girls. When 
a young beauty walked by he 
loved to 'grab snatch.'"

On Monday, Trump again 
said he didn't approve of the file 
dumps, saying innocent people 
would be tarnished.

"Everybody was friendly with 
this guy," he told reporters.

Delays 
Deputy Attorney General 

Todd Blanche has blamed delays 
in releasing the files on the need 
to redact the identities of Ep-
stein's more than 1,000 victims 
from the hundreds of thousands 
of documents and photos in the 
government's possession.

The co-sponsors of the bill 
requiring release of  the files -- 
Ro Khanna, a Democrat, and 
Thomas Massie, a Republican 
-- threatened over the weekend 
to bring contempt of Congress 
charges against Attorney Gen-
eral Pam Bondi for failing to 
comply.

The tranche of materials re-
leased on Friday included pho-
tographs of former Democratic 
president Bill Clinton and oth-
er famous names, such as pop 
stars Mick Jagger and Michael 
Jackson, who were in Epstein's 
social circle.

Clinton urged the Justice De-
partment to release any mate-
rials in the files related to the 
former president, saying he had 
nothing to hide.

Maxwell, Epstein's associate 
and former girlfriend, remains 
the only person convicted in 
connection with his crimes.

Swedish activist Greta Thunberg before her arrest by Police officers outside the 
offices of Aspen Insurance at Plantation Place on Fenchurch Street.

Greta Thunberg arrested at pro-
Palestinian protest in London

AFP | London, United Kingdom

London police yesterday ar-
rested Swedish activist Greta 

Thunberg at a demonstration in 
support of pro-Palestinian hun-
ger strikers, Palestinian activist 
groups said.

Thunberg's arrest makes her 
the highest profile person to be 
detained by police since the gov-
ernment banned the Palestine 
Action group under anti-terror 
laws.

"Greta Thunberg was arrested 
under the Terrorism Act at the 
Prisoners for Palestine lock-on 
protest," Prisoners for Palestine 
said in a statement.

Thunberg was holding a sign 
reading "I support the Palestine 
Action prisoners. I oppose geno-
cide", it added.

The 22-year-old was among 
hundreds of people who boarded 
a flotilla in October that tried to 
break through the Israeli block-
ade of Gaza.

City of London Police said of-
ficers had arrested three people 
on suspicion of criminal damage 

at a building in London's finan-
cial quarter.

It said the arrests came after 
"hammers and red paint were 
used to damage a building".

"A man and a woman have 
been arrested on suspicion of 
criminal damage. They glued 
themselves nearby and spe-
cialist officers are working to 

release them, and bring them 
into police custody," a statement  
said.

"A little while later, a 22-year-
old woman also attended the 
scene. She has been arrested 
for displaying an item (in this 
case a placard) in support of a 
proscribed organisation (in this 
case Palestine Action) contrary 

to Section 13 of the Terrorism Act 
2000," it added.

Egypt high-speed trains to connect 
Red Sea, Mediterranean

AFP | New Administrative 
Capital, Egypt

Workers have started lay-
ing tracks in the desert 

east of Cairo for Egypt’s first 
high-speed train, which will 
link the Red Sea and the Med-
iterranean in the latest attempt 
to modernise transport in the 
vast country.

Described by transport min-
ister Kamel al-Wazir as a “new 
Suez Canal on rails”, the pro-
ject is slated to be completed 
in 2028, and will carry passen-
gers and cargo the 660-kilo-
metre (410-mile) distance in 
as little as three hours.

The Green Line, as it is 
known, is the latest of a long 
list of megaprojects under-
taken by Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s govern-
ment in the past decade -- the 
crowning jewel of which is a 
still sparsely populated $58 
billion New Administrative 
Capital east of Cairo.

In 2021, Egypt signed a $4.5 

billion contract with a con-
sortium that includes German 
company Siemens to establish 
the Green Line, which will 
form the first of three high-
speed tracks across the coun-
try.

Authorities hope the nearly 
2,000 kilometre-network will 
carry 1.5 million passengers 
per day.

Egypt’s existing train net-
work -- used by a million peo-
ple every day -- is plagued by 
infrastructure and mainte-
nance problems that caused 
nearly 200 accidents last 
year, according to official  
figures.

The Green Line will run 
across the country’s north, 
from Ain Sokhna on the Red 
Sea to Marsa Matrouh on the 
Mediterranean, crossing two 
Cairo satellite cities -- the New 
Administrative Capital to the 
east, and to the west 6th of 
October City, home to Egypt’s 
only dry port.

Israel tightening control over 
West Bank with new settlements

More than 500,000 Israelis live in the West Bank

• 19 newly approved 
settlements were located

• Five of the 
19 settlements 
already existed

• Israel has occupied 
the territory since 1967

AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian 
Territories

The Palestinian Authority 
condemned yesterday Is-
rael’s recent approval of 19 

settlements in the occupied West 
Bank, accusing it of tightening 
its control over Palestinian land.

On Sunday, Israel’s far-right Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
announced the authorities had 
greenlit the settlements, saying 
the move was aimed at prevent-
ing the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state.

The Ramallah-based Palestin-
ian foreign ministry decried the 
approval as a “dangerous step 
aimed at tightening colonial con-
trol over the entirety of Palestini-
an land”, calling it a continuation 
of “apartheid, settlement, and 
annexation policies that under-
mine the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people”.

“The decision provides polit-
ical cover for accelerating the 
plunder of Palestinian lands, ex-
panding settlement infrastruc-
ture... alongside an escalating 
pace of settler terrorism against 
members of our people and their 
properties,” it said in a statement.

The latest move brings the to-
tal number of settlements ap-
proved over the past three years 
to 69, Smotrich’s office said.

Excluding east Jerusalem, 
which was occupied and an-
nexed by Israel in 1967, more than 
500,000 Israelis live in the West 
Bank, along with about three mil-
lion Palestinian residents.

Smotrich’s office said the 19 
newly approved settlements 
were located in what it described 
as “highly strategic” areas, add-
ing that two of them -- Ganim 
and Kadim in the northern West 
Bank -- would be re-established 
after being dismantled two dec-
ades ago.

Five of the 19 settlements al-
ready existed but had not previ-
ously been granted legal status 
under Israeli law, the statement 
said.

Israel’s decision came days af-
ter the United Nations said the 
expansion of Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank -- all of which 
are illegal under international 
law -- had reached its highest 
level since at least 2017.

US President Donald Trump re-
cently warned that Israel “would 
lose all of its support from the 
United States” if it annexed the 
West Bank.

Israel has occupied the territo-
ry since 1967, and violence there 

has 
surged 
f o l l o w i n g t h e  o u t -
break of the Gaza war in Octo-
ber 2023 with Hamas’s attack 
on Israel.

Israeli troops or settlers have 
killed at least 1,028 Palestinians 
in the West Bank -- both militants 
and civilians -- since the start of 
the fighting in Gaza, according to 
an AFP tally based on Palestinian 
health ministry figures.

At least 44 Israelis have been 
killed in the West Bank in Pales-
tinian attacks or Israeli military 
operations during the same peri-
od, according to Israeli data.

Israeli bulldozers break ground on land belonging 
to Palestinian Etaf jaradat from Silat al-Harithiya to 
reportedly make way for the construction of settlements 
in the Sarouj area, located between the towns of Silat al-
Harithiya and Yamoun, west of Jenin in the occupied west 
bank

A Palestinian woman, 
Etaf jaradat from Silat 
al-Harithiya, watches 
from a hill as Israeli 
bulldozers work in 
her land

This undated and unlocated handout image released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee on December 18, 
2025 shows late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (R) cooking with CEO of DP World Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem.

late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (2L) sitting next to 
women whose faces have been redacted.

US businessman and philanthropist Bill Gates 
(R) posing with a woman whose face has been 
redacted.

late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (R) speaking to US professor and 
political activist Noam Chomsky.

A man walks with a suitcase at Cairo Central Station


