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His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, chairs the 517th Government Executive Committee meeting. The meeting reviewed developments on the 
implementation of the 2022–2026 tourism sector strategy, topics related to the aviation sector, and the regulation of the transportation sector.

Bilateral tech
HRH Prince Salman: Bahrain-Saudi partnership continues to go from ‘strength to strength’

TDT | Manama

Hi s  Roya l  H i g h n e s s 
Prince  Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, has affirmed Bahrain’s com-
mitment to leveraging modern 
technologies to enhance the 
competitiveness of the commu-
nications and information tech-
nology sector.

Speaking during a meeting 
with His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammed bin Khaled bin 
Al-Abdullah Al-Faisal, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of 
Saudi Telecom Company (stc), 
at Gudaibiya Palace, HRH Prince 
Salman underscored the strong 
Bahrain-Saudi partnership in 
this vital sector and the shared 
determination to develop it fur-
ther.

“Bahrain is committed to 
strengthening its competitive-
ness and fostering an attractive 
environment for technology and 
innovation,” he said, highlight-
ing the Kingdom’s strategic vi-
sion for the communications 

and IT sector.
“Modern technologies play a 

pivotal role in supporting devel-
opment efforts and advancing 

economic growth.”
Emphasising regional collab-

oration, HRH the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister stated: “The 

Bahrain-Saudi partnership con-
tinues to go from strength to 
strength, reflecting our shared 
commitment to achieve mutual 
aspirations.”

The meeting also highlighted 
the depth of historical relations 
between Bahrain and  Saudi Ara-
bia, with HRH Prince Salman 
noting the continued support of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa and King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud in advancing 
bilateral ties.

The discussion focused on co-
operation across multiple fields, 
particularly under agreements 
facilitated by the Bahraini-Saudi 
Coordination Council, demon-

strating a framework for sus-
tained collaboration between 
the two countries.

Appreciation
HRH Prince Mohammed bin 

Khaled expressed appreciation 
for HRH Prince Salman’s com-
mitment to enhancing bilateral 
cooperation, particularly in the 
communications and technology 
sectors, and wished Bahrain con-
tinued progress and prosperity.

The meeting was attended by 
His Excellency Shaikh Salman 
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Minister 
of Finance and National Econ-
omy, along with several senior 
officials.

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister meets with the Chairman of the Board of Directors of stc 

MPs approve dedicated ‘rain emergencies’ budget proposal
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Waterlogged streets could 
see faster pump-outs af-

ter Parliament backed an urgent 
plan for a dedicated yearly ‘rain 
emergencies’ budget, designed 
to pay contractors straight away.

The Council of Representa-
tives approved the urgent pro-
posal during yesterday’s sitting.

Put forward by MP Hassan 
Ibrahim and four other MPs, it 
also calls for an approved reg-
ister of water-suction tankers 
and operators, checked in ad-
vance for technical readiness 

and safety.
Ibrahim grounded the request 

in constitutional duties on the 
state during public hardship, 
citing Article 5’s wording that 
the state “guarantees the neces-
sary social security for citizens”, 
and Article 12’s provision that 
“the State guarantees society’s 
solidarity in bearing the burdens 
arising from disasters and public 
hardships”.

He said agencies already 
prepare ahead of the rainy sea-
son through operational plans, 
equipment readiness and coor-
dination between bodies.

The lawmaker, however, ar-
gued that pooling rainwater is 
dealt with as an emergency and 

needs a dedicated pot of money 
that can be released without the 
usual financial steps slowing 
payments.

Under the current set-up, 
he said, contractors are often 
tied to other yearly operating 
contracts, which can limit their 
ability in some cases to supply 
the agreed number of suction 
tankers on time, especially when 
the need arises in more than one 
location at once.

That can leave standing water 
in streets and residential are-
as longer than needed, affect-
ing access in and out of homes, 
disrupting traffic, and raising 

concerns over public safety and 
damage to infrastructure, ac-
cording to the proposal text.

The plan calls for an annual 
budget line to be activated when 
required and paid directly to 
contractors, alongside a pre-ap-
proved list of suction tankers 
owned by individuals or firms.

Those tankers would be reg-
istered only after technical in-
spection and safety checks, with 
prior coordination with owners 
and a clear, fixed service fee, un-
der the supervision of the Minis-
try of Municipalities Affairs and 
Agriculture and the Ministry of 
Works.

MP Hassan Ibrahim

HM King thanked 
by Azerbaijan
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 

received a letter of thanks 
from Azerbaijan President 
Ilham Aliyev, in which he 
expressed his gratitude for 
the letter sent by HM the 
King on the occasion of 
Azerbaijan’s participation 
at the Bahrain International 
Exhibition “Mara’ee 2025”.

In the letter, President Al-
iyev thanked HM King Ham-
ad for the high appreciation 
accorded to the Azerbaijani 
participants.

He noted that “Mara’ee 
2025” was a distinguished 
event reflecting the King-
dom ’s deep-rooted tradi-
tions, national values, rich 
history, culture, and con-
temporary vision.

Kingdom wins 
digital award
TDT | Manama

The Information and 
eGovernment Author-

ity (iGA) achieved a digital 
milestone in the Arab World 
by winning in the ‘Excel-
lence in Digital Transfor-
mation’ category at the 25th 
Sheikh Salem Al Ali Al Sa-
bah Informatics Award.

The Award’s Board of 
Trustees announced five 
winners: two from Kuwait, 
and three at the Arab level 
for the Kingdom of Bah-
rain, the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, and the UAE, recog-
nised as leading Arab na-
tions and classified in the 
‘Very High’ category of the 
United Nations E-Govern-
ment Development Index  
2024.



His Excellency General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Minister of Interior and Chairman of the Ministerial 
Committee overseeing the implementation of the National Plan to Promote the Spirit of Belonging to the Nation and 
Reinforce the Values of Citizenship (Bahrainouna), received Dr. Jamal Sanad Al Suwaidi, Vice President of the Board 
of Trustees of the Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research (ECSSR) and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Arab Think Tanks and Cultural Centers Alliance. The minister expressed his appreciation for the role of research 
centres in producing distinguished studies and contributing to the realistic, evidence-based formulation of public 
policies, thereby enhancing positive engagement with contemporary challenges.

His Excellency Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa, Minister of Transport 
and Communications, received His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammed bin Khaled 
bin Al Abdullah Al Faisal, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Saudi Telecom 
Company (stc), to discuss ways to 
enhance cooperation in communications 
and develop digital infrastructure. The 
minister commended stc’s efforts in 
supporting digital infrastructure projects 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain and its role in 
enhancing the country’s digital readiness.

Under the patronage of Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Commander-in-Chief of the Bahrain Defence 
Force (BDF), a ceremony was held to honour top achieving units in the 2025 Combat and Administrative Readiness 
Evaluation Test. The event was attended by His Excellency Lieutenant General Abdullah bin Hassan Al Nuaimi, Minister 
of Defence Affairs; H.E. Lieutenant General Theyab bin Saqr Al Nuaimi, Chief of Staff; and H.E. Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, Financial and Technical Affairs Adviser at the BDF General Command.

Support for research centres

Developing digital infrastructure

BDF top achievers honoured
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Smooth process
Phase Two of Sitra Housing City project begins with 531 units up for allocation

• Ministry oversees 
electronic draw, 
guiding citizens 
through the process

• Part of royal 
directives to deliver 
50,000 new units

TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Planning has 
announced the start of 

draw procedures for housing 
units under Phase Two of the 
Sitra Housing City project, com-
prising 531 housing units.

It was carried out in imple-
mentation of the directives of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa to accelerate housing 
projects to deliver 50,000 new 
housing units.

It was also in accordance with 
the instructions of His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, to 
commence the provision of 
7,000 housing services.

This initiative coincided with 
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s Na-
tional Day and the 26th anniver-
sary of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa’s accession 
to the throne, along with the 
accompanying national events.

Electronic draw
The ministry said that the 

electronic draw procedures for 
Phase Two are being conducted 
smoothly and efficiently, with 
ministry teams briefing benefi-
ciary citizens on the process and 
explaining the available options 
during the draw.

The ministry emphasised that 

it will continue to communi-
cate with citizens in the coming 
period to complete the draw 
procedures, renewing its con-
gratulations to beneficiaries of 
housing services.

Beneficiary citizens expressed 
their satisfaction upon complet-
ing the draw procedures, com-
mending the smooth organisa-
tion and simplified processes.

They also appreciated the de-
tailed explanations provided by 
specialists regarding housing 
units, conditions, and guaran-
tees offered by the ministry, 
as well as the overview of the 
electronic draw mechanism and 

contract details.
The Sitra Housing City pro-

ject provides more than 3,000 
housing services and spans an 
area of 243 hectares.

It features integrated infra-
structure and advanced commu-
nity facilities.

Infrastructure
Secondary infrastructure 

networks have been completed, 
including 19 kilometres of sew-
age networks, 14 kilometres of 
stormwater lines, 18 kilometres 
of water pipelines, 51 kilometres 
of electricity cables and lighting 
poles, in addition to all telecom-

munications network works.
The city is distinguished by its 

strategic location and extended 
waterfronts spanning more than 
six kilometres.

It incorporates modern urban 
standards, advanced transport 
networks, main and secondary 
roads, dedicated cycling and 
pedestrian paths extending 13 
kilometres, and designated areas 
for 24 parks and open spaces 
covering a total area of 18 square 
kilometres.

The project also offers mod-
ern housing unit designs tai-
lored to meet the aspirations of 
Bahraini families.

Her Excellency Amna bint Ahmed Al-Rumaihi, Minister of Housing and Urban Planning, supervises the draw procedures

Bahrain 
welcomes 
Yemen prisoner 
exchange deal
TDT | Manama

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
welcomed the agree-

ment signed in Muscat on 
the exchange of prisoners 
and detainees in Yemen.

The agreement was con-
cluded under the auspices 
of the United Nations and 
the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, and 
was mediated by the Sultan-
ate of Oman in cooperation 
with the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia.

The Kingdom considers 
this agreement a positive 
step toward alleviating the 
humanitarian situation and 
advancing efforts to achieve 
a comprehensive and peace-
ful settlement in Yemen.

A statement issued by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
reiterated Bahrain’s firm 
support for all international 
and regional efforts aimed 
at reaching a lasting politi-
cal solution in Yemen.

The statement said this 
support is in accordance 
with the Gulf Cooperation 
Council Initiative and its 
Implementation Mecha-
nism, the outcomes of the 
National Dialogue Con-
ference, and UN Security 
Council Resolution 2216, 
in a manner that preserves 
Yemen’s sovereignty.



The Chief of Police, H.E. Lt-General Tariq 
Al Hassan received the Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Health, H.E. Dr Lulwa 
Al Showaiter and the Chief Executive of 
Government Hospitals, Dr Mariam  Al 
Jalahma. The meeting follows the Cabinet’s 
decision to task the Ministry of Interior 
to coordinate with the Ministry of Health 
to explore ways to develop national 
ambulance operations. Lt-General Al Hassan 
commended the level of cooperation among 
the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of 
Health, and health institutions.

Developing national ambulance operations
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Budget for tourism 
faces tough scrutiny

• Heated discussion 
in Parliament

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

A demand for a full break-
down of public spending 
on tourism festivals and 

exhibitions since 2023 sparked 
a sharp exchange in Parliament.

The debate followed com-
ments by Tourism Minister, Her 
Excellency Fatima Al Sairafi, 
who said the private sector 
funds and runs a large share of 
events, making it unfair to focus 
solely on budgets managed by 
the Bahrain Tourism and Exhi-
bitions Authority (BTEA).

MP Basema Mubarak told 
the Council of Representatives 
that backing tourism should not 
weaken scrutiny, and asked for 
clear figures on budgets, out-

goings, payments to event firms 
and the measured return.

“Our support for tourism does 
not mean disabling oversight, 
nor does it mean we close our 
eyes to the legitimate question 
about public funds,” she said.

Exhibitions
H.E. Al Sairafi said many 

events and exhibitions are car-
ried out with private partners, 
with the ministry and the BTEA 
providing support alongside 
them.

“A large part of the events and 
exhibitions held in the Kingdom 
are organised through cooper-
ation between the Ministry of 
Tourism and the Bahrain Tour-
ism and Exhibitions Authority 
on one side, and the private sec-
tor on the other,” she said.

The minister pointed to rev-
enue growth since the tour-
ism plan for 2022 to 2024 was 
launched.

“Since the launch of the tour-
ism strategy for 2022–2024, 

tourism revenues have risen by 
around 27 per cent,” the Min-

ister said, linking that rise to 
the Economic Recovery Plan 
announced in 2021.

She also cited tourism’s share 
of the economy, saying it stands at 
about 6.8 per cent of GDP, and said 
visitor numbers have climbed, 
with annual growth running be-
tween 15 and 20 per cent.

Mubarak said MPs had backed 
events that helped drive spend-
ing across hotels, restaurants, 
transport and retail, but said the 
figures still mattered.

“It is a right to ask: how much 
was spent, how much came in, 
and does the return match the 
cost?” she said.

Ceiling
She asked what budget was 

set for tourism events from Jan-
uary 2024 to December 2025, 
whether the approved ceiling 
was kept to, and if any overrun 
took place, how much it was and 
which budget line covered it.

The lawmaker also asked for 
the total sums paid to organising 
companies and if the economic 
return was measured.

“Transparency is not a luxury; 
it is a constitutional duty,” she 
said.

H.E. Al Sairafi said the state’s 
role is to regulate and ensure the 
needed groundwork is in place, 
while the private sector remains 
the main operator.

She said support can include 
funding, as well as logistics and 
marketing help, alongside work 
to ensure venues and wider tour-
ism facilities can support a fuller 
calendar.

Mubarak also raised the issue 
of jobs linked to events, saying 
MPs had seen young Bahrainis 
helping as volunteers. 

She thanked them for their ef-
forts and said they were “the real 
face behind the success of any 
event,” while pressing for clearer 
detail on costs and returns.

“Since the launch of 
the tourism strategy 

for 2022–2024, 
tourism revenues 

have risen by around 
27 per cent.”   

— H.E. FATIMA AL SAIRAFI, TOURISM 
MINISTER

“Our support for 
tourism does not 
mean disabling 

oversight, nor does 
it mean we close our 

eyes to the legitimate 
question about public 

funds.” 
— MP BASEMA MUBARAK

MP seeks detailed information on 
residential tourism violations
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

MP Hassan BuKhammas told 
Parliament yesterday that 

the Tourism Ministry had not 
provided the detailed informa-
tion he sought about tourism 
venues operating in residential 
areas in Juffair and Adliya.

He warned that the Council 
could move to tougher scruti-
ny if the requested data is not 
supplied.

“After reviewing the response 
provided and listening to the 
general justifications it con-
tained, I state before this Coun-
cil that the ministry has not pro-
vided an adequate answer and 
has not assumed responsibility 
for the situation in Juffair and 
Adliya,” BuKhammas said.

Comfort
He added that “troubling 

tourism establishments are still 
operating within residential 
neighbourhoods”, affecting res-
idents’ comfort and community 
considerations.

Tourism Minister, Her Ex-
cellency Fatima Al Sairafi, 
said the Bahrain Tourism and 
Exhibitions Authority (BTEA) 
had increased inspection vis-
its in the Fourth Constituency 
this year, recording about 779 
visits to date, up from 300 in  
2024.

She said recorded tourism vi-
olations had also risen, to about 
103 in 2025 compared with 
about 40 last year.

The minister said inspections 
were being carried out with oth-
er state bodies, rather than by 
the authority alone.

“Today, the Authority does 

not carry out inspections on its 
own; joint inspection visits are 
also conducted with the rel-
evant government agencies,” 
she said.

Licences
H.E. Al Sairafi also said tour-

ism activity licences and tour-
ism establishment licences 
were no longer issued for areas 
classed as residential, with ap-
plications routed through the 
commercial licensing system 
and the Sijilat platform for re-
view by the authority and other 
government bodies under the 
relevant laws and regulatory 

decisions.
“I would like to confirm that 

today we do not grant licences 
to operate a tourism activity 
or licences for tourism estab-
lishments in areas classified as 
residential,” she said.

BuKhammas said the Council 
had asked for detailed data, the 
names of the establishments in-
volved, and specific steps taken, 
but that the response did not in-
clude the figures needed for ef-
fective parliamentary oversight.

Activities
The lawmaker said the con-

tinuation of the same activities 
in the same locations, alongside 
an admission of dozens of vi-
olations, required a review of 
licensing and inspection policy.

He said talk of future plans 
and studies did not address on-
going concerns, and told the 
Council that continued lack 
of a root solution, and failure 
to provide the requested data, 
would lead Parliament to take 
oversight steps in line with its 
constitutional powers.

“Troubling tourism 
establishments 

are still operating 
within residential 
neighbourhoods.” 

— MP HASSAN BUKHAMMAS

Book fair delayed again for 
‘missing private-sector partner’

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

“Starving minds while feed-
ing stomachs” was how MP 

Eman Shuwaiter described 
the repeated postponement of 
Bahrain’s International Book 
Fair in Parliament yesterday, 
after the event was delayed 
again following an October 
2025 announcement.

The fair was last held in 
2018.

Plans
Shuwaiter told MPs that 

plans were announced year 
after year, only for the date to 
be pushed back again before 
it began. 

“Each year, a plan is an-
nounced to hold the book fair 
and we feel hopeful, then we 

are surprised a few months 
later, before the launch date, 
by news of its postponement,” 
she said.

Restrictions
She pointed to the lifting of 

Covid restrictions on 28 March 
2022 and said no international 
book fair had been organised 
since then, despite Bahrain 
continuing to host other ex-
hibitions. 

“This raises legitimate ques-
tions about how serious the 
government is about caring for 
the book fair,” Shuwaiter said.

Information Minister, His 
Excellency Ramzan Al Nuai-
mi, told Parliament the issue 
mattered because culture and 
literature fall within the remit 
of the Bahrain Authority for 
Culture and Antiquities.

“The matter has 
stalled at the search 
for a private-sector 

partner to come 
in with us as an 

investor or share 
part of the large 
cost of hosting a 

very large number 
of participants.” 

— H.E. RAMZAN AL NUAIMI, INFORMA-
TION MINISTER

“Each year, a plan is 
announced to hold 

the book fair and we 
feel hopeful, then 
we are surprised a 
few months later, 
before the launch 

date, by news of its 
postponement.” 

— MP EMAN SHUWAITER
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State Bank of India, Kingdom of Bahrain 

Proposals are invited from reputed/experienced 
Bahrain-based Audit Firms for the purpose of 
selection of Internal Auditor for SBI Bahrain 
Operations.
Details can be obtained from our website 
https://bh.statebank/web/wbb
RFP Document is available on above site – 23.12.2025
Last date for submission of proposal  - 04.01.2026 
up to 4.00 pm (Bahrain time)
Bank reserve the right to accept or reject any  
proposal or all the offers without assigning any 
reason. 

(Licensed as Conventional Wholesale and Retail Banking Branch by Central Bank of Bahrain)

Request for Proposal

Education spending
Minister tells MPs: Public schools cost BD1,771 per pupil each year

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Bahrain spends about 
BD1,770.71 a year on each 
student in public schools, 

the Education Minister, His 
Excellency Dr Mohammed bin 
Mubarak Juma, told MPs yester-
day, putting the 12-year cost per 
student at BD21,248.48.

He said the ministry uses 
three ways to calculate the fig-
ure.

The first counts spending 
on items and services directly 
linked to the pupil, which he 
said is the method the ministry 
follows.

A second method adds run-
ning costs, taking the yearly 
amount to about BD1,800 and 
the 12-year total to more than 
BD22,000.

A third method counts the 
full education budget, includ-
ing building schools and main-
taining them, putting the an-
nual cost at around BD2,000 
and the 12-year total at roughly 
BD24,600.

H.E. Dr Juma rejected calls 
for fee-paying public schools, 
telling the chamber: “The idea 
of creating public schools that 
charge fees puts us in a constitu-
tional breach, because the Con-
stitution states that education is 
free in government institutions.”

On school buildings, he said 
there are 5,000 classrooms 
within full school facilities and 
860 portable classrooms, mak-
ing up 14 per cent of the total.

He put the cost of building 
one portable classroom at about 

BD12,500, saying the units are 
now modular, air-conditioned 
and sound-insulated, rather 
than wooden as in the past.

Maintenance
Maintenance costs average 

about BD1,200 each time, he 
said, with each unit maintained 
three times over an expected life 
of about 16 years.

The minister said portable 
classrooms date back to the 
1980s, when there was no plan 
to meet demand for school 
space.

He said a Cabinet-approved 
plan is now in place to build 18 
schools across Bahrain, based 

on student density, alongside 
23 academic buildings within 
existing schools that have spare 
capacity, to remove manufac-
tured classrooms at those sites. 

Work
H.E. Dr Juma also referred to 

work to refurbish older and his-
toric schools and return them 
to service.

Tenders are expected for four 
new schools either this month 
or early next month, he said, 
with two planned in Madinat 
Salman and two in East Hidd.

Construction is due to begin 
in the first quarter of 2026, with 
completion within two years.

MP Mohammed Mousa ar-
gued that the figures point to 
pressure on families paying for 
private schooling, saying: “Peo-
ple who are forced to send their 
children to private schools end 
up paying that cost… We want 
model public schools with rea-
sonable fees, sitting between 
public and private, run by the 
ministry, with fewer pupils than 
ordinary public schools.”

“The idea of creating 
public schools that 
charge fees puts us 
in a constitutional 

breach, because the 
Constitution states 

that education is 
free in government 

institutions.” 
- H.E. DR MOHAMMED BIN MUBARAK 

JUMA, EDUCATION MINISTER

Urgent proposal 
to review, verify 
expats’ degrees
• Following reports 
about professional 
forgery groups

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

An urgent proposal to 
create a committee to 
review and verify the 

university degrees of expats 
working in ministries and 
other government bodies won 
backing in Parliament yester-
day, with legal action sought 
where forged qualifications 
are confirmed.

The motion calls for a single 
committee to check creden-
tials held by expats employed 
on permanent and temporary 
contracts across the public 
sector, and to refer cases for le-
gal steps when fraud is proven.

MP Khaled Buanaq, one of 
the sponsors, said the proposal 
followed a run of reports about 
professional forgery groups.

He cited recent claims of 
counterfeit university degrees 
being produced with stamps, 
covering different levels and 
specialisms, including tech-
nical, vocational, medical and 
scientific fields.

Link
He said the committee 

would link the work of the 
Ministries of Education, La-
bour, Justice and Interior, so 
information can be shared and 
qualifications checked against 

recognised standards through 
one process, rather than sepa-
rate checks by each body.

Buanaq said the committee 
would also draft clear rules and 
open procedures for checks, to 
reduce differing treatment of 
doubtful cases and give clear-
er ground for institutions and 
individuals.

MP Khalid Buanaq

KNOW WHAT

There are claims of 
counterfeit university 

degrees being produced 
with stamps, covering 

different levels and 
specialisms, including 
technical, vocational, 
medical and scientific 

fields.

‘Simbang Gabi’ reflects faith of Filipino community

TDT | Manama

Filipinos attended the “Sim-
bang Gabi” Mass at the Sa-

cred Heart Catholic Church, 
reflecting personal devotion and 
generosity.

Wilfred Dolormente, a service 
technician who has worked in 
Bahrain for 15 years, shared that 
“Simbang Gabi” is a cherished 
Filipino tradition and a spiritual 
preparation for the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus Christ.

He noted that many Filipinos 
strive to complete the nine-day 
devotion in the hope that “their 
prayers and intentions will be 
fulfilled.”

Blessings
Dolormente also took part in 

the offertory, sharing his bless-

ings with those in need.
Jhoan Mendoza, residing in 

Adliya, said that attending the 
nine days of “Simbang Gabi” is 
more than just a tradition for 
her. 

She shared that completing 
the devotion gives her “a deep 
sense of fulfillment”, and serves 
as her personal offering of time 

to God, strengthening her rela-
tionship with Him.

Determination
Mendoza expressed her de-

termination to complete all nine 
days of the Simbang Gabi.

As the season of Advent be-
gins, the Filipino community is 
reminded of the values it repre-

sents, hope, generosity, and joy.
Through the collective par-

ticipation of organizations, 
leaders, and individuals, the 
“Simbang Gabi” celebration at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
highlighted the strong faith, 
unity, and compassion of Fil-
ipinos in Bahrain during the 
Christmas season.

“Simbang Gabi” is a Filipino Catholic tradition of nine dawn Masses held before Christmas
Highway lane 
closure tomorrow
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Works 
announced that the lay-

ing of 400 KV electrical ca-
bles necessitates the closure 
of one lane in stages on the 
slip road leading from Shai-
kh Jaber Al Ahmed Al Sabah 
Highway to Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman Highway towards 
Mina Salman, and one lane 
will be provided for traffic 
movement. 

The closure will be ef-
fective during the weekend 
from tomorrow at 11:00 pm 
to Sunday, December 28, at 
05:00 am.

Handle 
public affairs 
‘responsibly’
TDT | Manama

The Political Associations 
Affairs Office at the 

Ministry of Justice, Islamic 
Affairs and Endowments 
said that a recent statement 
by several political associa-
tions included selective in-
formation on public finance 
reform initiatives, giving a 
misleading impression of 
these initiatives and their 
goals.

The ministry added that 
these initiatives are being 
discussed within the frame-
work of cooperation.

Seventh Derasat forum concludes successfully
TDT | Manama

The seventh annual forum 
of the Bahrain Center for 

Strategic, International and En-
ergy Studies (Derasat) conclud-
ed yesterday under the theme 
“The Arab Research Centers 
Consortium for Sustainability 
and Development”.

The forum was held in part-
nership with the General Secre-
tariat of the Arab League.

It was attended by repre-
sentatives of Arab countries, 
heads of think tanks, diplomats, 

experts, and researchers from 
across the Arab world.

The forum’s conclusion held a 
series of in-depth dialogue ses-
sions and discussions that ad-
dressed the growing role of Arab 
research centres in supporting 
sustainable development path-
ways, enhancing Arab knowl-
edge integration, and employing 
future tools, which include big 
data, artificial intelligence, and 
strategic foresight, in policy 
analysis and decision-making.

These discussions were 
aligned with the outcomes of 

recent Arab summits, notably 
the Jeddah Summit 2023 and 
the 33rd Arab Summit, host-
ed by the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
and their recommendation to 
establish a “knowledge incu-
bator for research and studies 
in sustainability and economic 
development”.

Participants emphasised that 
the forum reflects the Kingdom 
of Bahrain’s commitment, under 
the leadership of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
and with the support and fol-
low-up of His Royal Highness 

Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, to advancing 
joint Arab action and strength-
ening the role of thought and 
scientific research as a core pil-
lar of sustainable development 
and future policymaking.

At the conclusion of its pro-
ceedings, the forum issued a 
final statement affirming that 
this intellectual and scientific 
gathering represents a founda-
tional step toward building an 
integrated Arab research eco-
system.



Some residents have failed to pay mainte-
nance fees, leading to delays and shortcomings in 

shared services.

“The current 
framework is 

organised on paper 
but without the force 
needed to make non-

payers meet their 
obligations.” 
- MP HASSAN EBRAHIM
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Service delays
MPs push action on unpaid fees in housing apartment blocks

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Parliament voted yester-
day to back changes to 
the rules governing resi-

dents’ associations in Ministry 
of Housing apartment blocks.

The move follows complaints 
that some residents have failed 
to pay maintenance fees, leading 
to delays and shortcomings in 
shared services.

The motion was submitted 
by MPs Hassan Ebrahim, Bader 
Al Tamimi, Hamad Al Doy, Ab-
dulwahid Qarata and Maryam 
Al Sayegh.

Rules
It calls for clearer rules and 

workable steps for beneficiar-
ies’ associations that manage 
and maintain shared parts of 
housing buildings, with fee ar-
rears raised as a key source of 
disputes and deterioration.

During the debate, Ebrahim 
argued that the current frame-

work relies on a ministerial 
decision that lacks bite, say-
ing it is “organised on paper” 
but without the force needed 
to make non-payers meet their 
obligations.

He gave a practical example 
of how the gap plays out in daily 
life, describing a resident on an 
upper floor who pays on time 
but still suffers when basic ser-

vices stop.

Treatment
“Why is the person who pays 

treated unfairly?” he asked, 
pointing to older residents, pa-
tients and people with disabili-
ties who may be left struggling 
when a lift breaks down and 
repairs stall.

The Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Planning told MPs it has 
been working over recent years 
on changes linked to the man-
agement of shared parts in ver-
tical housing projects.

It said it has regulated the for-
mation of associations, the se-
lection of boards for each build-
ing, and guidance for boards 
through ministerial decisions 
issued from 2010 up to Decision 
No. 97 of 2014, later amended 
in 2016.

Review
It added that it has been 

working with Eskan Bank since 
the second half of 2023 to re-
view the full set of rules and 
standards related to beneficiar-
ies’ associations.

The review includes testing 
the updated framework through 
newer vertical housing mod-
els, including a pilot linked to 
the Madinat Salman residential 
buildings project, ahead of is-
suing a revised regulatory de-
cision.

Call to Bahrainise 
vehicle inspectors
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Parliament yesterday agreed 
to an urgent proposal urg-

ing the Bahrainisation of the 
vehicle technical inspector 
post.

MPs argued the role should 
be held by citizens because of 
its link to road safety and the 
right to work.

The proposal  was  put 
forward by MPs Bader Al 
Tameemi, Hassan Ebrahim, 
Mohammed Mousa, Dr Ali Al 
Nuaimi and Hamad Al Doy.

Request
Speaking during the sitting, 

Al Tameemi said the request 
rested on constitutional prin-
ciples that support citizens’ 
access to work, and on poli-
cies aimed at replacing expat 
labour with Bahraini staff in 
key sectors.

He said the vehicle inspector 
job is a “sensitive technical” 
role tied to the safety of lives 
and property.

The lawmaker added that, 
when the post was created un-
der the General Directorate 
of Traffic, it was reserved for 

citizens and placed on a higher 
job grade.

Privatisation
Al Tameemi said privatisa-

tion later expanded the num-
ber of posts filled by non-na-
tionals, which he said reduced 
job chances for Bahrainis in 
the field.

The proposal calls for re-
stricting the inspector post to 
citizens, and for the relevant 
bodies and private firms to 
adopt a clear timetable for a 
gradual changeover, backed by 
approved training and quali-
fication schemes to prepare 
Bahrainis to carry out the role 
to the required professional 
standards.

MP Bader Al Tameemi

Recognition for academic, scientific contributions
American Mission Hospital announces Dr. Jameela Al-Salman’s promotion to Professor from Arabian Gulf University

TDT | Manama

American Mission Hospital 
announced that Her Excel-

lency Dr. Jameela Al-Salman, 
Member of the Shura Council, 
Consultant in Internal Medi-
cine, Infectious Diseases, and 
Geriatric Medicine, and Head of 
the Quality and Infection Con-
trol Department and Director of 
Internships at the hospital, has 
been awarded the academic rank 
of Professor by the Arabian Gulf 
University.

This recognition comes as a 
culmination of nearly two dec-
ades of distinguished academic 
and scientific contributions, in-
cluding extensive involvement 
in university teaching across 
specialized programs and the 
publication of numerous re-

search studies in leading inter-
national peer-reviewed medical 

and scientific journals.

Pride
American Mission Hospital 

takes great pride in this pres-
tigious achievement, which re-
flects the excellence of its med-
ical leadership and reaffirms 
the hospital’s commitment to 
supporting academic advance-
ment, scientific research, and 
the highest standards of health-
care quality.

On this occasion, the hospital 
extends its sincere congratu-
lations to Her Excellency Dr. 
Jameela Al-Salman, wishing her 
continued success in her aca-
demic and professional journey, 
in service of the healthcare sec-
tor and the academic community 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain.H.E. Dr. Jameela Al-Salman

KNOW WHAT

Dr. Jameela Al-Salman 
has extensive involve-

ment in university 
teaching across special-
ized programs and the 
publication of research 

studies.

Southern Governorate honours key 
supporters of programmes, initiatives

TDT | Manama

The Southern Governorate 
hosted its annual ceremony 

to honour the key entities sup-
porting its 2025 programmes and 
initiatives, with the support and 
guidance of His Highness South-
ern Governor Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa.

It ws held in recognition of 
an outstanding year of collabo-
rative success.

The event was attended by 
Deputy Southern Governor 
Colonel Hamad Mohammed 
Abdullah Al Khayyat, and senior 
representatives from govern-
ment, civil society, banking, and 
private institutions, at the Police 
Officers’ Club.

On this occasion, HH the 
Southern Governor stated that 
its purpose was to honour lead-
ing sponsors and contributors 
whose efforts were fundamen-

tal to a series of achievements 
in security, development, and 
social fields.

He praised the impactful initi-
atives that met diverse citizens’ 
needs, underscoring that these 
successful models of coopera-
tion highlighted the vitality of 
sustained partnership through-
out the year.

The Governor further empha-
sised the governorate’s com-
mitment to exemplary public 

service, culminating in its recent 
accreditation as a Healthy Gov-
ernorate, representing a signif-
icant milestone in its ongoing 
developmental progress.

On behalf of the honourees, 
the Vice President of the Bah-
rain Diabetes Society extended 
gratitude to HH the Southern 
Governor for cultivating sus-
tained community partnerships 
and commended the enhanced 
cooperation.

Grade 10 Merit Scholarship 
Test set for launch next year
TDT | Manama

Amrita Edge, in collabora-
tion with Zephyr Future 

Academy, has announced the 
launch of the Amrita Edge 
Grade 10 Merit Scholarship 
Test – 2026, marking the first 
time the initiative will be con-
ducted for Class 10 students 
across Kerala and GCC coun-
tries.

The MCQ-based examina-
tion is scheduled for January 
4, 2026, and aims to strength-
en Class 10 board preparation 
while assessing students’ con-
ceptual understanding and 
readiness for higher studies.

The initiative is designed to 
familiarize students with MCQ-
based evaluation, enhance an-
alytical thinking, speed, and 
accuracy, and introduce them 
to preparation pathways for 
competitive examinations 

such as NEET, JEE, CUET, Ol-
ympiads, and other national 
and international scholarship 
tests.

Awareness
It also seeks to raise aware-

ness of merit-based academic 
opportunities available to stu-
dents.

Open to students from Am-
rita Vidyalayams as well as 
other schools in Kerala and 
abroad, the examination serves 
as a platform to identify and 
nurture academically prom-
ising students within Amrita’s 
value-based educational envi-
ronment.

The scholarship test will 
also act as a selection gateway 
for Amrita Edge’s upcoming 
residential integrated en-
trance coaching programmes 
for NEET, JEE, and Kerala En-
trance examinations.

Deputy Southern Governor Colonel Hamad Mohammed Abdullah Al Khayyat with the honorees
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Europe and Britain 
allowed PIA flights to 
resume this year, but 
operations have not 
yet resumed for the 

United States.
Just 18 of its fleet of 

around 34 planes are 
in active service, ac-

cording to officials.

KNOW WHAT

KPMG delivers 5.1% 
rise in global revenue

US$39.8 billion global revenues driven by network-wide investment in key growth drivers

• Network-wide 
investments deliver 
growth across 
all functions

• Tax & Legal Services 
up 7.5%, Audit up 6.0% 
and Advisory up 2.9%

• Growth across 
all regions amid 
challenging global 
market conditions

• Americas up 5.6%, 
Asia Pacific up 4.7% 
and EMA up 4.7%

• Global headcount 
grows by 1.8% to 276,030

London

KPMG International yester-
day announced globally 
aggregated revenues on 

a continued operations basis for 
KPMG firms of $39.8 billion for 
the year ended 30 September 
2025 (FY25), marking a 5.1% 
increase in local currency terms 
and 5.4% in US$ from FY24. This 
reflects growth across all re-
gions and functions, with the 

Americas, Asia Pacific, and EMA 
regions each contributing to the 
firm’s strong performance.

Bill Thomas, Global Chair-
man and CEO, KPMG Interna-
tional said:

“Our results show that the 
multi-billion dollar investments 
we’ve made are driving sustain-
able growth across KPMG glob-
ally. I am proud of our teams’ 
commitment to delivering 
high-quality services and mak-
ing a positive impact for clients, 
people, and society. At a time of 
unprecedented change and vol-
atility, KPMG’s combination of 
deep local presence and strong 
global connectivity means we 
are well positioned to support 
clients with highly complex, in-
terconnected challenges - both 
now and into the future.”

Multidisciplinary growth
In 2023, KPMG announced a 

3-year US$4.2 billion investment 
plan as part of its Collective 
Strategy, focused on technol-
ogy, talent, and sustainability. 
These investments continued 
to drive growth across KPMG’s 
multidisciplinary organization:

• Tax & Legal Services 
grew by 7.5%, driven by client 
demand for our AI-enabled 
managed service and transfor-
mation capability, and assisting 
clients in navigating global tax 
reform.

• Audit grew 6.0%, un-

derpinned by continued in-
vestments in audit quality and 
transformative AI capabilities, 
and growing demand for assur-
ance services.

• Advisory grew 2.9%, 
with continued demand for our 
managed services and rapid 
growth in the number of client 
projects delivered jointly with 
alliance partners this year.

Regional growth
Despite challenging glob-

al market conditions, we saw 
strong growth across our re-
gions, with Americas up 5.6%, 
Asia Pacific up 4.7% and EMA 
up 4.7% as we supported clients 
responding to the changing eco-
nomic, regulatory and technol-
ogy environment.

In AI
Over the last year, KPMG 

member firms have support-
ed some of the world’s largest 
organizations to help unlock 
the potential for AI to deliver 
growth and competitive advan-

tage.
Across our network, we are 

embedding AI into our plat-
forms and offerings and de-
ploying agents to improve cli-
ent and employee experience. 
Our KPMG Trusted AI frame-
work continues to drive our 
approach, with a focus on con-
trols, governance and oversight, 
to enable the ethical and re-
sponsible implementation of AI.

 • We launched KPMG 
Workbench – KPMG’s founda-
tional and single AI platform 
designed to scale global adop-
tion and integration of AI. KPMG 
Workbench combines advanced 
AI agents with the insight, judg-
ment and expertise of our peo-
ple to help deliver smarter solu-
tions for clients.

• We’ve worked along-
side KPMG’s global alliance 
partners to embed leading AI 
technologies into client and de-
livery platforms: KPMG Digital 
Gateway, KPMG Velocity and 
KPMG Clara, driving elevated 
value for clients.

• Our teams are expand-
ing AI assurance services to pro-
vide independent, third-party 
assurance to help clients build 
trust as they use and scale AI 
ethically and responsibly.

• Our multidisciplinary 
approach has enabled us to 
maximize talent globally and 
share learnings across functions 
and member firms.

• We launched our land-
mark global study with the Uni-
versity of Melbourne: Trust, 
attitudes and use of artificial 
intelligence to explore the im-
pact AI is having on individuals 
and organizations.

In talent
KPMG’s global headcount 

grew to 276,030 over FY25, as 
we continued to invest in talent, 
with a particular focus on spe-
cialist hires in strategic growth 
areas like AI and Tax & Legal 
services.

Learning and development 
continues to be a significant 
area of investment. Given the 
critical importance of digital 
and AI skills, we have built a 
wide range of technology learn-
ing pathways that create a con-
sistent framework and provide 
accessible content to support 
upskilling, career mobility 
and innovation across KPMG  
firms.

KPMG member firms have also 
continued to be recognized as 

leading employers, recognizing 
our commitment to talent in-
vestment, professional develop-
ment, and colleague wellbeing. 
We are proud that our commit-
ment to being a leading employ-
er was again recognized in the 
TIME magazine’s - World’s Best 
Companies of 2025.

In sustainability
KPMG member firms contin-

ued to support clients across 
the globe with sustainability 
services, driving strong revenue 
growth through the deployment 
of integrated solutions focused 
on turning climate commit-
ments into business value, 
from science-based decarbon-
ization roadmaps to ESG data 
transformation and regulatory 
compliance across multiple ju-
risdictions.

Through Our Impact Plan 
strategy, KPMG is advancing its 
own sustainability ambitions 
with updated and enhanced 
decarbonization targets, and 
continued momentum to-
wards helping economically 
empower 10 million disadvan-
taged young people by 2030. 
Throughout FY25 we have 
expanded our global partner-
ships with UNESCO and WWF, 
working collaboratively to 
progress positive outcomes 
in education and placing peo-
ple at the heart of the net zero  
transition.

Pakistani firm wins auction for state airline PIA
Islamabad, Pakistan

A Pakistani firm won an auc-
tion yesterday with a $482 

million bid for a majority stake 
in the embattled national carrier 

PIA, a deal seen as a litmus test 
of the government’s pledge to 
sell off loss-making state com-
panies.

Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA), long accused by crit-
ics of being bloated and poorly 
run, has been burning through 
cash as the government strug-
gles with a balance of payments 
crisis.

Three Pakistani firms com-
peted in the auction carried live 
by state broadcasters, with rep-
resentatives placing their offers 
in a clear box during several 
rounds of bidding.

The Arif Habib investment 
group emerged on top with a bid 
of 135 billion rupees for the 75 
percent stake on offer. It has an 
option to buy the remaining 25 
percent in the coming months.

“It was essential to make this 
process transparent because the 
biggest transaction of Pakistan’s 
history is about to take place,” 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
told his cabinet in a televised 
statement as the bidding began.

The rival bidders were a con-
sortium led by Lucky Cement, 
which bid 134 billion rupees, 
and the private Pakistani carrier 
Air Blue, with 26.5 billion.

The sale offer comes after last 
year’s failure to privatise PIA, 
with just one bid for $36 million 
-- far below the $300 million 
to $305 million wanted by the 
government.

Before being delisted from 
the Pakistan stock exchange, 
the airline reported a net loss 
of $437 million for the 2022 full 
year on revenue of $854 million.

More sales on deck?
Islamabad has promised to 

divest dozens of its cash-burn-
ing enterprises in the finance, 
energy, industrial and retailing 
sectors by 2029 under a $7 bil-
lion loan programme agreed 
with the International Mone-

tary Fund last year.
Many of the companies have 

incurred billions of dollars in 
losses because of mismanage-
ment and corruption, forcing 
the government to inject funds 
to keep them afloat.

Founded in 1955, PIA was a 
symbol of national pride and 
rapid growth for years, with a 
pathbreaking international net-
work and even flight attendant 
uniforms created by French 
designer Pierre Cardin in the 
1960s.

But its reputation suffered 
after racking up heavy losses 
as well as serious safety lapses.

It was banned from flying to 
the European Union, Britain 
and the United States in June 
2020, a month after one of its 
Airbus A-320 jets crashed onto 
a Karachi street, killing nearly 
100 people.
A Pakistan International Airlines 
plane

US economic growth surges in 3rd 
quarter, highest rate in two years
New York, United States

US economic growth in the 
third quarter came in at 

4.3 percent on an annualized 
basis, easily topping expecta-
tions, according to Commerce 
Department data released 
Tuesday.

The report,  which also 
showed an acceleration in in-
flation, provides reassurance 
about the world’s largest econ-
omy after other recent data 
showing a weakening labor 
market. It comes as worries 
have moderated over President 
Donald Trump’s tariffs and as 
large tech companies advance 
massive investments to build 
new artificial intelligence in-
frastructure.

The gross domestic product 
report -- delayed for nearly two 
months due to a government 
shutdown -- reflects increases 
in consumer spending, exports 
and government spending, par-
tially offset by a decrease in 
investment, according to the 
department’s Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis.

The reading, an initial esti-
mate expected to be updated in 
early 2026, marks the highest 
GDP in two years. Analysts had 
expected 3.2 percent growth, 
according to consensus esti-

mates from MarketWatch and 
Trading Economics.

The report also showed the 
price index for domestic pur-
chases rose 3.4 percent, a much 
higher inflation reading com-
pared with 2.0 percent in the 
second quarter.

The data suggest faster 
growth and higher inflation 
than markets had expected -- 
potentially changing the calcu-
lus for upcoming US monetary 
policy decisions.

Other recent data has shown 
a weakening job market that 
has prompted the Federal Re-
serve to cut interest rates at the 
last three meetings , viewing 
the employment picture as its 
prime concern even as infla-
tion has lingered above two 
percent.

U.S. President Donald Trump
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Belt and Road Ini-
tiative is one of the 

largest infrastructure 
and investment pro-
grammes in modern 

history, spanning over 
150 countries across 
Asia, Africa, Europe 
and Latin America, 

and covering projects 
worth trillions of US 
dollars — from ports 

and railways to power 
plants and digital net-
works — with the aim 

of reviving ancient Silk 
Road trade routes in 
a modern form.

KNOW WHAT

China launches 
WTO complaint 
over India 
solar, IT trade 
measures
Geneva, Switzerland

China has launched a 
complaint with the 

World Trade Organiza-
tion over Indian measures 
on trade of solar cells and 
modules as well as infor-
mation technology goods, 
the global trade body said  
yesterday.

The WTO said that Beijing 
had requested that it initiate 
so-called dispute consulta-
tions with India, charging it 
was breaching international 
trade rules.

Beijing is challenging 
certain subsidies granted 
to India’s solar sector as 
well as tariffs imposed by 
India on products such as 
phones or equipment for 
manufacturing flat screen 
display devices, according 
to the complaint dated on 
December 19 and circulated 
to WTO members yesterday. 

“China said the measures 
in question include India’s 
tariff treatment and certain 
measures that China said 
are contingent upon the use 
of domestic inputs and oth-
erwise discriminate against 
Chinese imports,” the WTO 
explained.

In the request, China 
charged that the Indian 
measures were “incon-
sistent with various provi-
sions of the WTO’s General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) 1994, the 
Agreement on Subsidies 
and Countervailing Meas-
ures, and the Agreement on 
Trade-Related Investment 
 Measures”.

WTO consultations give 
the parties an opportunity 
to discuss the matter and to 
find a satisfactory solution 
without proceeding further 
with litigation.

Kuwait signs $4.1 billion deal 
with China to build port

Contract for Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port project

• China has been 
focusing on the Middle 
East as part of its Belt 
and Road Initiative

AFP | Kuwait City, Kuwait

Kuwait has signed a deal 
worth $4.1 billion with 
China to complete the 

construction of a major port, as 
the oil-rich country seeks to di-
versify its economy with a bigger 
role in global trade.

The State Audit Bureau, a 
government oversight body re-
sponsible for monitoring pub-
lic funds, on Monday said “the 
engineering, procurement, and 
construction contract to com-
plete the Mubarak Al-Kabeer 
Port project will cost 1.28 billion 
Kuwaiti dinars ($4.164 billion)”.

Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sa-
bah attended the “ceremony 
for inking the engineering-sup-
ply-construction contract for 
building Mubarak Al-Kabeer 
Port on Boubyan island,” state 
media reported.

He said the key project would 

“enhance Kuwait’s share in the 
regional and international trade 
and global supply chain”.

Chinese acting charge d’af-
faires Liu Xiang said the deal 

“constitutes participation in the 
‘belt and road’ initiative”.

In 2023, Kuwait signed seven 
memoranda of understanding 
with China on projects includ-

ing the Mubarak al-Kabeer Port, 
as well as housing, water treat-
ment and renewable energy.

China has been focusing on 
the Middle East as part of its 

Belt and Road Initiative, a vast 
global infrastructure project 
developed over the last decade 
under President Xi Jinping.

Kuwait’s Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah al-Ahmad al-Sabah (C-L) and Kuwaiti minister of public works Nora al-
Mashaan (L) touring the under construction Mina Mubarak al-Kabeer port on Boubyan island, North of Kuwait City

US approves first 
GLP-1 pill for weight 
loss: Novo Nordisk
Washington, United States

Danish pharmaceutical 
giant Novo Nordisk 

announced Monday the US 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) had approved its 
popular GLP-1 anti-obesity 
drug Wegovy to be adminis-
tered in pill form for weight 
loss.

"With today's approval of 
the Wegovy pill, patients 
will have a convenient, 
once-daily pill that can help 
them lose as much weight 
as the original Wegovy in-
jection," Mike Doustdar, 
president and CEO of Novo 
Nordisk, said in a statement.

The FDA had already ap-
proved a pill to be used for 
treating diabetes, but the 
new development now al-
lows doctors to prescribe 
the treatment for weight 
loss.

The new generation of 
appetite-suppressing drugs 
using GLP-1 agonists -- 
which include the brands 
Ozempic,  Wegovy and 
Mounjaro -- have exploded 
in popularity in recent years 
due to their ability to help 
people lose weight.

Is the United States after Venezuela's oil?
AFP | Caracas, Venezuela

As US forces deployed in the 
Caribbean have zoned in 

on tankers transporting sanc-
tioned Venezuelan oil, ques-
tions have deepened about 
the real motivation for Donald 
Trump's pressure campaign on  
Caracas.

Is the military show of force 
really about drug trafficking, as 
Washington claims? Does it seek 
regime change, as Caracas fears? 
Could it be about oil, of which 
Venezuela has more proven re-
serves than any other country in 
the world?

"I don't know if the interest 
is only in Venezuela's oil," Bra-
zil's leftist President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva, who has offered to 
mediate in the escalating quar-
rel, said last week.

The US president himself has 
accused Venezuela of taking "all 
of our oil" and said: "we want it 
back."

What we know:
Oil ties

Companies from the United 
States, now the world's lead-
ing oil producer, have pumped 
Venezuelan crude from the first 
discoveries there in the 1920s.

Many US refineries were de-
signed, and are still geared, spe-
cifically for processing the kind 
of heavy crude Venezuela has 
in spades.

Until 2005, Venezuela was 
one of the main providers of oil 
to the United States, with some 
monthly totals reaching up to 60 
million barrels.

Things changed dramatical-

ly after socialist leader Hugo 
Chavez took steps in 2007 to 
further nationalize the indus-
try, seizing assets belonging to 
US firms.

And now?
Down from a peak of more 

than three million barrels per 
day (bpd) in the early 2000s, 
Venezuela today produces 
about a million barrels per day 
-- roughly two percent of the 
global total.

US firm Chevron extracts 
about 10 percent of the total 
under a special license.

Chevron is the only company 
authorized to ship Venezuelan 
oil to the United States -- an 
estimated 200,000 barrels per 
day, according to a Venezuelan 
oil sector source.

The South American coun-
try's domestic industry has de-
clined sharply due to corrup-

tion, under-investment and US 
sanctions in place since 2019.

Analysts say the high invest-
ment required to rebuild Vene-
zuela's crumbling oil rigs would 
be unappetizing for US firms, 
given the steady global supply 
and low prices.

According to Carlos Mendoza 
Potella, a Venezuelan professor 
of petroleum economics, Wash-
ington's actions were likely "not 
just about oil" but rather about 
the United States "claiming the 
Americas for itself."

"It's about the division of 
the world" between the United 
States and its rivals, Russia and 
China, he added.

Venezuela exports about 
500,000 barrels per day on the 
black market, mainly to China 
and other Asian countries, ac-
cording to Juan Szabo, a former 
vice president of state oil com-

pany PDVSA.

Blockade
Trump on December 16 an-

nounced  a blockade of sanc-
tioned oil vessels sailing to and 
from Venezuela.

Days earlier, US forces seized 
the M/T Skipper, a so-called 
"ghost" tanker transporting over 
a million barrels of Venezue-
lan oil, reportedly destined for 
Cuba.

Washington has said it intends 
to keep the oil, valued at be-
tween $50 and $100 million.

Over the weekend, the US 
Coast Guard seized the Cen-
turies, identified by monitor-
ing site TankerTrackers.com 
as a Chinese-owned and Pana-
ma-flagged tanker.

An AFP review did not find the 
Centuries on the US Treasury 
Department's sanctions list, but 

the White House said it "con-
tained sanctioned PDVSA oil" 
-- some 1.8 million barrels of it.

On Sunday, officials said the 
Coast Guard was pursuing a 
third tanker, identified by news 
outlets as the Bella 1 -- under 
US sanctions because of alleged 
ties to Iran.

The PDVSA insists its exports 
remain unaffected by the block-
ade.

This was critical, according to 
Szabo, as the company only has 
capacity to store oil for several 
days if exports stop.

Impact
Whatever Trump's goal with 

Venezuelan oil, the blockade, if 
it continues, is likely to scare off 
shipping companies and push 
up freight rates.

Szabo expects Venezuela's oil 
exports will fall by nearly half 
in the coming months, slashing 
critical foreign currency income 
from Venezuela's black market 
sales.

This would asphyxiate the 
already struggling economy of 
Venezuela, piling more pressure 
on Nicolas Maduro.

The Trump administration 
has tip-toed around explicitly 
demanding for Maduro to leave.

While Trump has said he does 
not anticipate "war" with Vene-
zuela, he did say Maduro's days 
"are numbered."

US Homeland Security Secre-
tary Kristi Noem told Fox News 
on Monday that the oil tanker 
seizures send "a message around 
the world that the illegal activity 
that Maduro's participating in 
cannot stand, he needs to be 
gone."

the Centuries crude oil tanker, last docked in Venezuela, as it is apprehended by the US Coast Guard on December 20, 
2025.
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In the Nativity scene, 
popular imagination 

has often inserted many 
figures drawn from dai-
ly life, populating the 
space around the grotto. 
They remind us that all 
our activities, all our dai-
ly occupations acquire 
their full meaning within 
God’s plan, which has its 
center in Jesus Christ.

@Pontifex

I had a very warm and 
good conversation with 

the President of the Euro-
pean Commission, @von-
derleyen. I am grateful for 
all the support, assistance, 
and maximum engage-
ment not only this year, 
but from the very begin-
ning of Russia’s full-scale 
invasion.

@ZelenskyyUa

Americans can find 
peace this Christmas 

season, knowing the men 
and women of the United 
States military are stand-
ing watch to protect our 
nation.

@SecWar

In Nuuk, I reaffirmed 
France’s unwavering 

support for the sover-
eignty and territorial 
integrity of Denmark 
and Greenland. Green-
land belongs to its peo-
ple.Denmark stands as 
its guarantor. I join my 
voice to that of Europe-
ans in expressing our full 
solidarity.

@EmmanuelMacron
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editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Defence Minister Israel 
Katz vowed yesterday that Israel 
would remain in Gaza and pledged 
to establish outposts there, but 
his office swiftly downplayed the 
remarks made at a settlement in the 
occupied West Bank. In comments 
reported across Israeli media, Katz 
said Israel “will never leave” the 
devastated Palestinian territory. His remarks 
come as mediators are pressing for the 
implementation of the next phases of a 
fragile ceasefire in Gaza, which would involve 
an Israeli withdrawal from the territory. US 
President Donald Trump’s 20-point plan for 
the truce stated that “Israel will not occupy or annex Gaza.” Speaking at an event 
in the Israeli settlement of Beit El in the West Bank, Katz said: “We are deep inside 
Gaza, and we will never leave Gaza -- there will be no such thing.” “We are there to 
protect, to prevent what happened” from happening again, he added, according to 
a video published by Israeli news site Ynet.

u A British man 
accused of drugging 
and raping his ex-wife 
over 13 years, and five 

other men charged with various sexual offences against her, appeared yesterday 
in a UK court. Philip Young spoke only to confirm his name and other details 
when he appeared separately at Swindon Magistrates Court, west of London, for 
his first hearing. The 49-year-old, reportedly a former Conservative councillor, 
was remanded in custody ahead of the next hearing at Swindon Crown Court 
on January 23. He was not required to enter a plea at this stage. He is charged 
with 56 offences, including rape and administering a substance with intent to 
stupify his 48-year-old former spouse Joanne Young, who has waived her legal 
right to anonymity. Voyeurism, possession of indecent images of children and 
possession of extreme images are among the other 
charges filed against Young. The alleged offences 
occurred between 2010 and 2023. Later Tuesday, five 
other men -- aged 31 to 61 -- appeared in the same 
magistrates’ courtroom to hear the charges against 
them.

u Egypt began a public live restoration of King 
Khufu’s ancient solar boat at the newly-opened Grand 
Egyptian Museum yesterday, more than 4,000 years 
after the vessel was first built. Egyptian conservators 
used a small crane to carefully lift a fragile, decayed 
plank into the Solar Boats Museum hall -- the first of 
1,650 wooden pieces that make up the ceremonial 
boat of the Old Kingdom pharaoh. The 4,600-year-old boat was built during the 
reign of King Khufu, the pharaoh who also commissioned the Great Pyramid of 
Giza.

UK man, five others accused of sex 
offences against ex-wife appear in court

Egypt’s grand 
museum begins 
live restoration of 

ancient boat

Israel defence 
minister vows to 
establish outposts in 

Gaza

Greta’s global climate 
movement began entirely 

on her own: in August 2018, 
at just 15 years old, she sat 
alone outside the Swedish 

Parliament with a handmade 
sign reading “School strike 

for climate.” Within months, 
that solitary protest inspired 

millions of students across 
more than 150 countries to 

take part in what became the 
Fridays for Future movement 

— one of the largest youth-
led climate actions in history.

KNOW WHAT

An interesting fact about 
Jeffrey Epstein is that 

despite being a convicted sex 
offender, he continued to 

move within elite political, 
financial and academic cir-

cles for years, even donating 
millions of dollars to uni-

versities and hosting influ-
ential figures at his private 

properties — a contradiction 
that later raised serious 

questions about how wealth 
and connections can shield 
individuals from scrutiny.

KNOW WHAT

New Epstein files dump contains 
multiple Trump references

Epstein cultivated a wide circle of powerful friends, including Trump

• A first batch was 
made public last Friday

• The latest slew of 
documents contains 
8,000 files

• On Monday, 
Trump again said 
he didn't approve 
of the file dumps

AFP | Washington, United States

A new batch of files re-
leased yesterday by the 
US government in rela-

tion to the notorious late sex of-
fender Jeffrey Epstein contains 
numerous references to Donald 
Trump, including documents 
detailing flights he took on his 
then close friend's private jet.

The Justice Department 
swiftly issued a statement de-
fending the 79-year-old Repub-
lican president.

"Some of these documents 
contain untrue and sensation-
alist claims made against Presi-
dent Trump that were submitted 
to the FBI right before the 2020 
election," the Justice Depart-
ment said on X, without specify-
ing which allegations were false.

"If they had a shred of cred-
ibility, they certainly would 
have been weaponized against 
President Trump already," the 
department said.

Epstein cultivated a wide cir-
cle of powerful friends, includ-
ing Trump, and was alleged to 
have run an underage sex traf-
ficking ring before his 2019 
death in jail.

Trump, who is not accused 
of any wrongdoing, fought for 
months to prevent release of the 
vast trove of documents collect-
ed during years of investigations 
into the disgraced financier.

A rebellion inside Trump's 
Republican Party forced him 
to sign off on a law mandating 
release of all the documents. 
The extraordinary move reflect-
ed intense political pressure to 
address what many Americans, 
including Trump's own support-
ers, have long suspected to be a 
cover-up.

A first batch was made public 
last Friday amid fierce criticism 
that the Justice Department was 
deliberately slow-walking the 
release and excluding any ref-
erences to Trump.

The latest slew of documents 
contains 8,000 files, including 
hundreds of videos or audio 
recordings. This includes sur-
veillance footage from August 
2019, the month Epstein was 
found dead in his jail cell -- and 
declared to have committed su-
icide.

Private jet trips 
Trump was friends for years 

with Epstein and the two of 
them were photographed to-
gether at parties.

The Republican has given dif-
ferent accounts of how he ended 

their relationship.
He has said they fell out when 

Epstein "stole" young women 
working in the spa at his Florida 
golf club. He also says he threw 
Epstein out of his Florida golf 
club for being "a creep."

But despite Trump's repeated 
claims that he was not close to 
Epstein, there is considerable 
evidence to the contrary.

The latest documents include 
a January 2020 note from New 
York federal prosecutors who 
were investigating Epstein's as-
sociate, Ghislaine Maxell, detail-
ing Trump's repeated travel on 
the financier's private jet.

It says "records we received 
yesterday reflect that Donald 
Trump traveled on Epstein's pri-
vate jet many more times than 
previously has been reported (or 
that we were aware)."

Some of the references to 
Trump in the documents are 
impossible to verify and there 
are no indications of criminal 

behavior.
One is in a handwritten letter 

attributed to Epstein and writ-
ten from jail to Larry Nassar, 
the former US gymnastics doctor 
who was imprisoned over ram-
pant abuse of female athletes.

The letter has Epstein pur-
portedly complaining to Nas-
sar that they were incarcerated 
while the "president shares our 
love of young, nubile girls. When 
a young beauty walked by he 
loved to 'grab snatch.'"

On Monday, Trump again 
said he didn't approve of the file 
dumps, saying innocent people 
would be tarnished.

"Everybody was friendly with 
this guy," he told reporters.

Delays 
Deputy Attorney General 

Todd Blanche has blamed delays 
in releasing the files on the need 
to redact the identities of Ep-
stein's more than 1,000 victims 
from the hundreds of thousands 
of documents and photos in the 
government's possession.

The co-sponsors of the bill 
requiring release of  the files -- 
Ro Khanna, a Democrat, and 
Thomas Massie, a Republican 
-- threatened over the weekend 
to bring contempt of Congress 
charges against Attorney Gen-
eral Pam Bondi for failing to 
comply.

The tranche of materials re-
leased on Friday included pho-
tographs of former Democratic 
president Bill Clinton and oth-
er famous names, such as pop 
stars Mick Jagger and Michael 
Jackson, who were in Epstein's 
social circle.

Clinton urged the Justice De-
partment to release any mate-
rials in the files related to the 
former president, saying he had 
nothing to hide.

Maxwell, Epstein's associate 
and former girlfriend, remains 
the only person convicted in 
connection with his crimes.

Swedish activist Greta Thunberg before her arrest by Police officers outside the 
offices of Aspen Insurance at Plantation Place on Fenchurch Street.

Greta Thunberg arrested at pro-
Palestinian protest in London

AFP | London, United Kingdom

London police yesterday ar-
rested Swedish activist Greta 

Thunberg at a demonstration in 
support of pro-Palestinian hun-
ger strikers, Palestinian activist 
groups said.

Thunberg's arrest makes her 
the highest profile person to be 
detained by police since the gov-
ernment banned the Palestine 
Action group under anti-terror 
laws.

"Greta Thunberg was arrested 
under the Terrorism Act at the 
Prisoners for Palestine lock-on 
protest," Prisoners for Palestine 
said in a statement.

Thunberg was holding a sign 
reading "I support the Palestine 
Action prisoners. I oppose geno-
cide", it added.

The 22-year-old was among 
hundreds of people who boarded 
a flotilla in October that tried to 
break through the Israeli block-
ade of Gaza.

City of London Police said of-
ficers had arrested three people 
on suspicion of criminal damage 

at a building in London's finan-
cial quarter.

It said the arrests came after 
"hammers and red paint were 
used to damage a building".

"A man and a woman have 
been arrested on suspicion of 
criminal damage. They glued 
themselves nearby and spe-
cialist officers are working to 

release them, and bring them 
into police custody," a statement  
said.

"A little while later, a 22-year-
old woman also attended the 
scene. She has been arrested 
for displaying an item (in this 
case a placard) in support of a 
proscribed organisation (in this 
case Palestine Action) contrary 

to Section 13 of the Terrorism Act 
2000," it added.

Egypt high-speed trains to connect 
Red Sea, Mediterranean

AFP | New Administrative 
Capital, Egypt

Workers have started lay-
ing tracks in the desert 

east of Cairo for Egypt’s first 
high-speed train, which will 
link the Red Sea and the Med-
iterranean in the latest attempt 
to modernise transport in the 
vast country.

Described by transport min-
ister Kamel al-Wazir as a “new 
Suez Canal on rails”, the pro-
ject is slated to be completed 
in 2028, and will carry passen-
gers and cargo the 660-kilo-
metre (410-mile) distance in 
as little as three hours.

The Green Line, as it is 
known, is the latest of a long 
list of megaprojects under-
taken by Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s govern-
ment in the past decade -- the 
crowning jewel of which is a 
still sparsely populated $58 
billion New Administrative 
Capital east of Cairo.

In 2021, Egypt signed a $4.5 

billion contract with a con-
sortium that includes German 
company Siemens to establish 
the Green Line, which will 
form the first of three high-
speed tracks across the coun-
try.

Authorities hope the nearly 
2,000 kilometre-network will 
carry 1.5 million passengers 
per day.

Egypt’s existing train net-
work -- used by a million peo-
ple every day -- is plagued by 
infrastructure and mainte-
nance problems that caused 
nearly 200 accidents last 
year, according to official  
figures.

The Green Line will run 
across the country’s north, 
from Ain Sokhna on the Red 
Sea to Marsa Matrouh on the 
Mediterranean, crossing two 
Cairo satellite cities -- the New 
Administrative Capital to the 
east, and to the west 6th of 
October City, home to Egypt’s 
only dry port.

Israel tightening control over 
West Bank with new settlements

More than 500,000 Israelis live in the West Bank

• 19 newly approved 
settlements were located

• Five of the 
19 settlements 
already existed

• Israel has occupied 
the territory since 1967

AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian 
Territories

The Palestinian Authority 
condemned yesterday Is-
rael’s recent approval of 19 

settlements in the occupied West 
Bank, accusing it of tightening 
its control over Palestinian land.

On Sunday, Israel’s far-right Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
announced the authorities had 
greenlit the settlements, saying 
the move was aimed at prevent-
ing the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state.

The Ramallah-based Palestin-
ian foreign ministry decried the 
approval as a “dangerous step 
aimed at tightening colonial con-
trol over the entirety of Palestini-
an land”, calling it a continuation 
of “apartheid, settlement, and 
annexation policies that under-
mine the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people”.

“The decision provides polit-
ical cover for accelerating the 
plunder of Palestinian lands, ex-
panding settlement infrastruc-
ture... alongside an escalating 
pace of settler terrorism against 
members of our people and their 
properties,” it said in a statement.

The latest move brings the to-
tal number of settlements ap-
proved over the past three years 
to 69, Smotrich’s office said.

Excluding east Jerusalem, 
which was occupied and an-
nexed by Israel in 1967, more than 
500,000 Israelis live in the West 
Bank, along with about three mil-
lion Palestinian residents.

Smotrich’s office said the 19 
newly approved settlements 
were located in what it described 
as “highly strategic” areas, add-
ing that two of them -- Ganim 
and Kadim in the northern West 
Bank -- would be re-established 
after being dismantled two dec-
ades ago.

Five of the 19 settlements al-
ready existed but had not previ-
ously been granted legal status 
under Israeli law, the statement 
said.

Israel’s decision came days af-
ter the United Nations said the 
expansion of Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank -- all of which 
are illegal under international 
law -- had reached its highest 
level since at least 2017.

US President Donald Trump re-
cently warned that Israel “would 
lose all of its support from the 
United States” if it annexed the 
West Bank.

Israel has occupied the territo-
ry since 1967, and violence there 

has 
surged 
f o l l o w i n g t h e  o u t -
break of the Gaza war in Octo-
ber 2023 with Hamas’s attack 
on Israel.

Israeli troops or settlers have 
killed at least 1,028 Palestinians 
in the West Bank -- both militants 
and civilians -- since the start of 
the fighting in Gaza, according to 
an AFP tally based on Palestinian 
health ministry figures.

At least 44 Israelis have been 
killed in the West Bank in Pales-
tinian attacks or Israeli military 
operations during the same peri-
od, according to Israeli data.

Israeli bulldozers break ground on land belonging 
to Palestinian Etaf jaradat from Silat al-Harithiya to 
reportedly make way for the construction of settlements 
in the Sarouj area, located between the towns of Silat al-
Harithiya and Yamoun, west of Jenin in the occupied west 
bank

A Palestinian woman, 
Etaf jaradat from Silat 
al-Harithiya, watches 
from a hill as Israeli 
bulldozers work in 
her land

This undated and unlocated handout image released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee on December 18, 
2025 shows late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (R) cooking with CEO of DP World Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem.

late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (2L) sitting next to 
women whose faces have been redacted.

US businessman and philanthropist Bill Gates 
(R) posing with a woman whose face has been 
redacted.

late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (R) speaking to US professor and 
political activist Noam Chomsky.

A man walks with a suitcase at Cairo Central Station
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In the Nativity scene, 
popular imagination 

has often inserted many 
figures drawn from dai-
ly life, populating the 
space around the grotto. 
They remind us that all 
our activities, all our dai-
ly occupations acquire 
their full meaning within 
God’s plan, which has its 
center in Jesus Christ.

@Pontifex

I had a very warm and 
good conversation with 

the President of the Euro-
pean Commission, @von-
derleyen. I am grateful for 
all the support, assistance, 
and maximum engage-
ment not only this year, 
but from the very begin-
ning of Russia’s full-scale 
invasion.

@ZelenskyyUa

Americans can find 
peace this Christmas 

season, knowing the men 
and women of the United 
States military are stand-
ing watch to protect our 
nation.
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France’s unwavering 
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eignty and territorial 
integrity of Denmark 
and Greenland. Green-
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ple.Denmark stands as 
its guarantor. I join my 
voice to that of Europe-
ans in expressing our full 
solidarity.
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News in brief 
 u Defence Minister Israel 
Katz vowed yesterday that Israel 
would remain in Gaza and pledged 
to establish outposts there, but 
his office swiftly downplayed the 
remarks made at a settlement in the 
occupied West Bank. In comments 
reported across Israeli media, Katz 
said Israel “will never leave” the 
devastated Palestinian territory. His remarks 
come as mediators are pressing for the 
implementation of the next phases of a 
fragile ceasefire in Gaza, which would involve 
an Israeli withdrawal from the territory. US 
President Donald Trump’s 20-point plan for 
the truce stated that “Israel will not occupy or annex Gaza.” Speaking at an event 
in the Israeli settlement of Beit El in the West Bank, Katz said: “We are deep inside 
Gaza, and we will never leave Gaza -- there will be no such thing.” “We are there to 
protect, to prevent what happened” from happening again, he added, according to 
a video published by Israeli news site Ynet.

u A British man 
accused of drugging 
and raping his ex-wife 
over 13 years, and five 

other men charged with various sexual offences against her, appeared yesterday 
in a UK court. Philip Young spoke only to confirm his name and other details 
when he appeared separately at Swindon Magistrates Court, west of London, for 
his first hearing. The 49-year-old, reportedly a former Conservative councillor, 
was remanded in custody ahead of the next hearing at Swindon Crown Court 
on January 23. He was not required to enter a plea at this stage. He is charged 
with 56 offences, including rape and administering a substance with intent to 
stupify his 48-year-old former spouse Joanne Young, who has waived her legal 
right to anonymity. Voyeurism, possession of indecent images of children and 
possession of extreme images are among the other 
charges filed against Young. The alleged offences 
occurred between 2010 and 2023. Later Tuesday, five 
other men -- aged 31 to 61 -- appeared in the same 
magistrates’ courtroom to hear the charges against 
them.

u Egypt began a public live restoration of King 
Khufu’s ancient solar boat at the newly-opened Grand 
Egyptian Museum yesterday, more than 4,000 years 
after the vessel was first built. Egyptian conservators 
used a small crane to carefully lift a fragile, decayed 
plank into the Solar Boats Museum hall -- the first of 
1,650 wooden pieces that make up the ceremonial 
boat of the Old Kingdom pharaoh. The 4,600-year-old boat was built during the 
reign of King Khufu, the pharaoh who also commissioned the Great Pyramid of 
Giza.

UK man, five others accused of sex 
offences against ex-wife appear in court
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museum begins 
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Israel defence 
minister vows to 
establish outposts in 
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Greta’s global climate 
movement began entirely 

on her own: in August 2018, 
at just 15 years old, she sat 
alone outside the Swedish 

Parliament with a handmade 
sign reading “School strike 

for climate.” Within months, 
that solitary protest inspired 

millions of students across 
more than 150 countries to 

take part in what became the 
Fridays for Future movement 

— one of the largest youth-
led climate actions in history.

KNOW WHAT

An interesting fact about 
Jeffrey Epstein is that 

despite being a convicted sex 
offender, he continued to 

move within elite political, 
financial and academic cir-

cles for years, even donating 
millions of dollars to uni-

versities and hosting influ-
ential figures at his private 

properties — a contradiction 
that later raised serious 

questions about how wealth 
and connections can shield 
individuals from scrutiny.

KNOW WHAT

New Epstein files dump contains 
multiple Trump references

Epstein cultivated a wide circle of powerful friends, including Trump

• A first batch was 
made public last Friday

• The latest slew of 
documents contains 
8,000 files

• On Monday, 
Trump again said 
he didn't approve 
of the file dumps

AFP | Washington, United States

A new batch of files re-
leased yesterday by the 
US government in rela-

tion to the notorious late sex of-
fender Jeffrey Epstein contains 
numerous references to Donald 
Trump, including documents 
detailing flights he took on his 
then close friend's private jet.

The Justice Department 
swiftly issued a statement de-
fending the 79-year-old Repub-
lican president.

"Some of these documents 
contain untrue and sensation-
alist claims made against Presi-
dent Trump that were submitted 
to the FBI right before the 2020 
election," the Justice Depart-
ment said on X, without specify-
ing which allegations were false.

"If they had a shred of cred-
ibility, they certainly would 
have been weaponized against 
President Trump already," the 
department said.

Epstein cultivated a wide cir-
cle of powerful friends, includ-
ing Trump, and was alleged to 
have run an underage sex traf-
ficking ring before his 2019 
death in jail.

Trump, who is not accused 
of any wrongdoing, fought for 
months to prevent release of the 
vast trove of documents collect-
ed during years of investigations 
into the disgraced financier.

A rebellion inside Trump's 
Republican Party forced him 
to sign off on a law mandating 
release of all the documents. 
The extraordinary move reflect-
ed intense political pressure to 
address what many Americans, 
including Trump's own support-
ers, have long suspected to be a 
cover-up.

A first batch was made public 
last Friday amid fierce criticism 
that the Justice Department was 
deliberately slow-walking the 
release and excluding any ref-
erences to Trump.

The latest slew of documents 
contains 8,000 files, including 
hundreds of videos or audio 
recordings. This includes sur-
veillance footage from August 
2019, the month Epstein was 
found dead in his jail cell -- and 
declared to have committed su-
icide.

Private jet trips 
Trump was friends for years 

with Epstein and the two of 
them were photographed to-
gether at parties.

The Republican has given dif-
ferent accounts of how he ended 

their relationship.
He has said they fell out when 

Epstein "stole" young women 
working in the spa at his Florida 
golf club. He also says he threw 
Epstein out of his Florida golf 
club for being "a creep."

But despite Trump's repeated 
claims that he was not close to 
Epstein, there is considerable 
evidence to the contrary.

The latest documents include 
a January 2020 note from New 
York federal prosecutors who 
were investigating Epstein's as-
sociate, Ghislaine Maxell, detail-
ing Trump's repeated travel on 
the financier's private jet.

It says "records we received 
yesterday reflect that Donald 
Trump traveled on Epstein's pri-
vate jet many more times than 
previously has been reported (or 
that we were aware)."

Some of the references to 
Trump in the documents are 
impossible to verify and there 
are no indications of criminal 

behavior.
One is in a handwritten letter 

attributed to Epstein and writ-
ten from jail to Larry Nassar, 
the former US gymnastics doctor 
who was imprisoned over ram-
pant abuse of female athletes.

The letter has Epstein pur-
portedly complaining to Nas-
sar that they were incarcerated 
while the "president shares our 
love of young, nubile girls. When 
a young beauty walked by he 
loved to 'grab snatch.'"

On Monday, Trump again 
said he didn't approve of the file 
dumps, saying innocent people 
would be tarnished.

"Everybody was friendly with 
this guy," he told reporters.

Delays 
Deputy Attorney General 

Todd Blanche has blamed delays 
in releasing the files on the need 
to redact the identities of Ep-
stein's more than 1,000 victims 
from the hundreds of thousands 
of documents and photos in the 
government's possession.

The co-sponsors of the bill 
requiring release of  the files -- 
Ro Khanna, a Democrat, and 
Thomas Massie, a Republican 
-- threatened over the weekend 
to bring contempt of Congress 
charges against Attorney Gen-
eral Pam Bondi for failing to 
comply.

The tranche of materials re-
leased on Friday included pho-
tographs of former Democratic 
president Bill Clinton and oth-
er famous names, such as pop 
stars Mick Jagger and Michael 
Jackson, who were in Epstein's 
social circle.

Clinton urged the Justice De-
partment to release any mate-
rials in the files related to the 
former president, saying he had 
nothing to hide.

Maxwell, Epstein's associate 
and former girlfriend, remains 
the only person convicted in 
connection with his crimes.

Swedish activist Greta Thunberg before her arrest by Police officers outside the 
offices of Aspen Insurance at Plantation Place on Fenchurch Street.

Greta Thunberg arrested at pro-
Palestinian protest in London

AFP | London, United Kingdom

London police yesterday ar-
rested Swedish activist Greta 

Thunberg at a demonstration in 
support of pro-Palestinian hun-
ger strikers, Palestinian activist 
groups said.

Thunberg's arrest makes her 
the highest profile person to be 
detained by police since the gov-
ernment banned the Palestine 
Action group under anti-terror 
laws.

"Greta Thunberg was arrested 
under the Terrorism Act at the 
Prisoners for Palestine lock-on 
protest," Prisoners for Palestine 
said in a statement.

Thunberg was holding a sign 
reading "I support the Palestine 
Action prisoners. I oppose geno-
cide", it added.

The 22-year-old was among 
hundreds of people who boarded 
a flotilla in October that tried to 
break through the Israeli block-
ade of Gaza.

City of London Police said of-
ficers had arrested three people 
on suspicion of criminal damage 

at a building in London's finan-
cial quarter.

It said the arrests came after 
"hammers and red paint were 
used to damage a building".

"A man and a woman have 
been arrested on suspicion of 
criminal damage. They glued 
themselves nearby and spe-
cialist officers are working to 

release them, and bring them 
into police custody," a statement  
said.

"A little while later, a 22-year-
old woman also attended the 
scene. She has been arrested 
for displaying an item (in this 
case a placard) in support of a 
proscribed organisation (in this 
case Palestine Action) contrary 

to Section 13 of the Terrorism Act 
2000," it added.

Egypt high-speed trains to connect 
Red Sea, Mediterranean

AFP | New Administrative 
Capital, Egypt

Workers have started lay-
ing tracks in the desert 

east of Cairo for Egypt’s first 
high-speed train, which will 
link the Red Sea and the Med-
iterranean in the latest attempt 
to modernise transport in the 
vast country.

Described by transport min-
ister Kamel al-Wazir as a “new 
Suez Canal on rails”, the pro-
ject is slated to be completed 
in 2028, and will carry passen-
gers and cargo the 660-kilo-
metre (410-mile) distance in 
as little as three hours.

The Green Line, as it is 
known, is the latest of a long 
list of megaprojects under-
taken by Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s govern-
ment in the past decade -- the 
crowning jewel of which is a 
still sparsely populated $58 
billion New Administrative 
Capital east of Cairo.

In 2021, Egypt signed a $4.5 

billion contract with a con-
sortium that includes German 
company Siemens to establish 
the Green Line, which will 
form the first of three high-
speed tracks across the coun-
try.

Authorities hope the nearly 
2,000 kilometre-network will 
carry 1.5 million passengers 
per day.

Egypt’s existing train net-
work -- used by a million peo-
ple every day -- is plagued by 
infrastructure and mainte-
nance problems that caused 
nearly 200 accidents last 
year, according to official  
figures.

The Green Line will run 
across the country’s north, 
from Ain Sokhna on the Red 
Sea to Marsa Matrouh on the 
Mediterranean, crossing two 
Cairo satellite cities -- the New 
Administrative Capital to the 
east, and to the west 6th of 
October City, home to Egypt’s 
only dry port.

Israel tightening control over 
West Bank with new settlements

More than 500,000 Israelis live in the West Bank

• 19 newly approved 
settlements were located

• Five of the 
19 settlements 
already existed

• Israel has occupied 
the territory since 1967

AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian 
Territories

The Palestinian Authority 
condemned yesterday Is-
rael’s recent approval of 19 

settlements in the occupied West 
Bank, accusing it of tightening 
its control over Palestinian land.

On Sunday, Israel’s far-right Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
announced the authorities had 
greenlit the settlements, saying 
the move was aimed at prevent-
ing the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state.

The Ramallah-based Palestin-
ian foreign ministry decried the 
approval as a “dangerous step 
aimed at tightening colonial con-
trol over the entirety of Palestini-
an land”, calling it a continuation 
of “apartheid, settlement, and 
annexation policies that under-
mine the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people”.

“The decision provides polit-
ical cover for accelerating the 
plunder of Palestinian lands, ex-
panding settlement infrastruc-
ture... alongside an escalating 
pace of settler terrorism against 
members of our people and their 
properties,” it said in a statement.

The latest move brings the to-
tal number of settlements ap-
proved over the past three years 
to 69, Smotrich’s office said.

Excluding east Jerusalem, 
which was occupied and an-
nexed by Israel in 1967, more than 
500,000 Israelis live in the West 
Bank, along with about three mil-
lion Palestinian residents.

Smotrich’s office said the 19 
newly approved settlements 
were located in what it described 
as “highly strategic” areas, add-
ing that two of them -- Ganim 
and Kadim in the northern West 
Bank -- would be re-established 
after being dismantled two dec-
ades ago.

Five of the 19 settlements al-
ready existed but had not previ-
ously been granted legal status 
under Israeli law, the statement 
said.

Israel’s decision came days af-
ter the United Nations said the 
expansion of Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank -- all of which 
are illegal under international 
law -- had reached its highest 
level since at least 2017.

US President Donald Trump re-
cently warned that Israel “would 
lose all of its support from the 
United States” if it annexed the 
West Bank.

Israel has occupied the territo-
ry since 1967, and violence there 

has 
surged 
f o l l o w i n g t h e  o u t -
break of the Gaza war in Octo-
ber 2023 with Hamas’s attack 
on Israel.

Israeli troops or settlers have 
killed at least 1,028 Palestinians 
in the West Bank -- both militants 
and civilians -- since the start of 
the fighting in Gaza, according to 
an AFP tally based on Palestinian 
health ministry figures.

At least 44 Israelis have been 
killed in the West Bank in Pales-
tinian attacks or Israeli military 
operations during the same peri-
od, according to Israeli data.

Israeli bulldozers break ground on land belonging 
to Palestinian Etaf jaradat from Silat al-Harithiya to 
reportedly make way for the construction of settlements 
in the Sarouj area, located between the towns of Silat al-
Harithiya and Yamoun, west of Jenin in the occupied west 
bank

A Palestinian woman, 
Etaf jaradat from Silat 
al-Harithiya, watches 
from a hill as Israeli 
bulldozers work in 
her land

This undated and unlocated handout image released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee on December 18, 
2025 shows late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (R) cooking with CEO of DP World Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem.

late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (2L) sitting next to 
women whose faces have been redacted.

US businessman and philanthropist Bill Gates 
(R) posing with a woman whose face has been 
redacted.

late convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein (R) speaking to US professor and 
political activist Noam Chomsky.

A man walks with a suitcase at Cairo Central Station
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Southern Governorate Honors Partners Following Landmark "Healthy Governorate" Recogniti

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali Al Khalifa, Governor of the Southern Governorate, hosted an annual ceremony to honor government and private entities for their vital support of the governorate’s 2025 initiatives. Held at the Police Officers 
Club, the event celebrated milestones in security, development, and social welfare. A key highlight was the official accreditation of the Southern Governorate as a "Healthy Governorate" by the World Health Organization. His Highness praised the 
community partnerships that made this national achievement possible, noting its positive impact on public health and service delivery. The ceremony featured a short film showcasing 2025’s achievements and speeches from officials highlighting the 
strength of joint cooperation. The Governor concluded by presenting awards to sponsors, media institutions, and the Healthy Cities Committee for their dedicated contributions to the governorate’s progress

Northern Governor Discusses Food Security and Agricultural 
Initiatives with Bahrain Agricultural Cooperative Society

His Excellency Hassan Abdullah Al Madani, Governor of the Northern Governorate, met with the Bahrain Agricultural 
Cooperative Society to discuss enhancing food security and supporting local farmers. Accompanied by Deputy Governor 
Brigadier Abdullah Ali Rashid Maantar, the Governor highlighted that agricultural growth is a key pillar of the "Healthy 
Cities" initiative. He emphasized the importance of promoting healthy production patterns and strengthening the 
local market for Bahraini products through community partnerships. Governor Al Madani noted that such support is 
vital for the sustainability of the sector. Vice President of the Society, Mr. Yousef Al Bouri, thanked the Governor for 
his commitment, stressing the importance of continued collaboration to empower Bahraini farmers and advance the 
Kingdom’s agricultural development goals.

I n t e r i o r  a n d  H e a l t h  M i n i s t r i e s  C o o r d i n a t e  t o  E n h a n c e

 N a t i o n a l  A m b u l a n c e  S e r v i c e s

Chief of Police, Lt. Gen. Tariq bin Hassan Al Hassan, met with senior Health Ministry officials and Dr. Mariam Al Jalahma, 
CEO of Government Hospitals, to discuss the modernization of national ambulance services. Based on a Cabinet directive, 
the meeting focused on enhancing emergency response readiness and improving the quality of medical services for 
citizens and residents. The Chief of Police highlighted that integration between security and health sectors is essential 
for community development. The discussions centered on optimizing first aid delivery, refining emergency medicine, and 
strengthening coordination between national ambulance units and health centers. By streamlining these operations, the 
authorities aim to ensure a swifter, more effective response to injuries and medical emergencies across the Kingdom, 
supported by the ongoing oversight of the Supreme Council of Health.

KSCA Makes History: Dr. Bindu Nair Appointed 
First Female General Secretary

In a landmark moment for government-approved expatriate associations in Bahrain, Dr. Bindu Nair has been appointed 
as the first-ever female General Secretary of the Kerala Social and Cultural Association (KSCA). She was elected 
unanimously during the association’s Annual General Body meeting and officially assumed office by receiving the 
constitution from President Rajesh Nambiar. Dr. Nair’s vision includes a strong focus on financial discipline, youth and 
women’s empowerment, and initiatives aligned with Bahrain Vision 2030. President Nambiar noted that her leadership 
would bring fresh energy to the organization. During the meeting, Acting General Secretary Satheesh and Vice President 
Anil Kumar U.K. presented the activity and audit reports. The event, attended by former leaders and executive 
members, concluded with a strategic discussion on the association’s future social and cultural roadma

Pakistan Embassy Hosts Interactive Session to 
Strengthen Welfare for Overseas Diaspor

The Pakistan Embassy in Bahrain hosted an interactive session with an Overseas Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) 
delegation, led by Managing Director Mr. Muhammad Afzal Bhatti. The meeting, which included prominent business 
figures and diaspora members, focused on welfare initiatives and enhancing facilitation for Overseas Pakistanis. 
Discussions highlighted the Embassy’s commitment to community support and the vital role the diaspora plays in the 
development of both Pakistan and Bahrain. Participants celebrated the strong bilateral ties between the two nations 
and expressed gratitude to the Bahraini Government for its continued support.

Bahrain Police Parade at Heritage Village Celebrates National Holidays

In celebration of Bahrain’s National Holidays and the anniversary of His Majesty the King’s accession, the Ministry of Interior held a grand police parade at the Heritage Village in the Southern Governorate. Attended by Governor His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali Al Khalifa, the event featured a disciplined display of efficiency by the Bahrain Police and patriotic performances by the police band. The parade saw a large public turnout, with attendees expressing deep appreciation for 
the masterful performance and national identity on display. The Ministry noted that the event aligns with its mission to enhance community partnership and communication with the public.
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Al Noor International School Student wins GOLD in the 
Shaikh Khalid Bin Hamad Chess Championship 2025

Manama

Al Noor International School is de-
lighted to celebrate the remarkable 

accomplishments of Grade 3 students 
of the CBSE Section, Hridik Shetty and 
Gauri Pillai at the His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid Bin Hamad Chess Champion-

ship 2025. This prestigious tournament, 
organised by the Ministry of Education, 
took place on 24 and 25 November 2025 
at the Shaikh Khalifa Stadium, Isa Town.

Competing in the Under 06–08 
(Boys & Girls) Sub-Junior catego-
ry, both students displayed outstand-
ing strategic skills, confidence, and  
perseverance.

Hridik Shetty achieved an exceptional 
milestone by winning all his matches, 
earning the GOLD MEDAL—a testament 
to his impressive focus and mastery 
of the game.  Gauri Pillai also deliv-
ered a strong performance and won the 
BRONZE MEDAL, further enhancing the 
school’s presence at this national com-
petition.

RCSI Medical University of Bahrain Sets Foundations for Stem 
Cell Clinical Trials with the Cell Therapy Centre in Jordan
Manama

The Royal College of Sur-
geons in Ireland (RCSI) – 

Medical University of Bahrain 
visited the Cell Therapy Center 
(CTC) at the University of Jordan 
to strengthen research ties and 
explore collaborative opportuni-
ties in stem cell and regenerative 
medicine. The delegation com-
prised Professor Stephen Atkin, 
Head of the School of Postgrad-
uate Studies & Research, Profes-
sor Alexandra Butler, Professor 
in Pathology, and Dr Manjula 
Nandakumar, Manager of the 
Stem Cell Unit.

The delegation was welcomed 

by Professor Abdalla Awidi Ab-
badi, Founder and Director of 
the CTC, and senior colleagues, 

including Ms Hanan Jaffar, As-
sistant Director; Ms Nida Abab-
neh, Associate Researcher; Dr 

Walhan Ashaer, Specialist in 
Liposome-Mediated Drug and 
Gene Delivery; alongside the 

Centre’s Quality Control Man-
ager and Genomics Expert. The 
team provided a tour of the 
centre’s advanced laboratories 
and an overview of the centre’s 
wide-ranging research activities, 
including treatments developed 
from specialised stem cells, the 
use of laboratory-grown stem 
cells to study diseases, advanced 
drug delivery techniques and 
molecular studies related to can-
cer and regenerative medicine.

Discussions explored several 
promising areas of collaboration, 
including the potential develop-
ment of a clinical trial examining 
exosome therapy for diabetic 
complications, joint optimisa-

tion of iPSC (Induced Pluripo-
tent Stem Cells) differentiation 
protocols and cooperation on 
future animal studies to support 
therapeutic innovation.

Professor Atkin highlighted: 
“The discussions between RCSI 
Medical University of Bahrain 
and the University of Jordan Cell 
Therapy Centre have demon-
strated our shared commitment 
to progressing innovative thera-
pies, particularly those with the 
potential to reach clinical appli-
cation. We anticipate a produc-
tive partnership that will drive 
forward impactful research for 
the region and beyond.”

 Annual Day Celebrations of BIS: A Night of Culture and Excellence

Manama

Bahrain Indian School (BIS) 
showcased its educational 

vision through its Annual Day, 
“SAMRAJYA,” presented on Day 
2 for the senior classes, a grand 
confluence of culture, artistic 
expression, and social awareness 
that underscored the school’s 
commitment to shaping globally 

minded learners. 
The 12th Annual Day Cele-

bration on 11th December 2025 
at the Bahrain Cultural Hall, 
marked a significant occasion 
for the school community and 
its senior students.

The event was graced by the 
esteemed presence of Mrs Ahl-
am Eid Saqer, Chief, Private Ed-
ucational Institutions  Develop-

ment & Follow-Up, Directorate 
of Licensing and Follow-up of 
Private Schools, Ministry of 
Education who served as the 
chief guest. BIS Directors Mr. 
Himanshu Verma & Mrs. Ritu 
Verma also graced the occa-
sion and received the Chief  
Guest.

The evening commenced 
with a warm welcome from the 

Principal Mr. Saji Jacob who 
expressed gratitude to all at-
tendees and highlighted the im-
portance of cultural events in 
fostering unity and creativity 
within the school. 

The audience was then treated 
to a beautiful welcome song per-
formed by the students, setting 
the tone for a night filled with 
artistic expression.

The cultural program featured 
a range of performances, includ-
ing classical songs, vibrant dance 
routines, and an engaging skit 
based on the theme “Samrajaya” 
unfolded. 

Each act showcased the 
immense talent  and hard 
work of the students, leaving 
the audience captivated and  
inspired.

The audience was then en-
thralled by a compelling dance 
drama on Kannagi, portraying 
strength, justice, and moral in-
tegrity drawn from classical In-
dian literature. 

The evening was further daz-
zled with a dynamic Fashion 
Show, showcasing creativity, 
confidence, and cultural diver-
sity.

A scene from the dance drama  on Classical Indian Literature Kannaki A traditional Indian Folk dance in action Lighting of the lamp by Chief Guest and School Management

Mental health awareness 
workshop at NMS Bahrain

Manama

New Millennium School Bah-
rain organized an impactful 

Mental Health Awareness Work-
shop which was conducted for 
the students of Grades 9 to12, 
by an esteemed alumna of the 
school, Ms Mannya V Sharma, 
from 2022-23 batch who is cur-
rently pursuing B.Sc. in Applied 
Psychology at Amity University, 
Noida. 

The session aimed to equip sen-
ior students with essential knowl-
edge and strategies to maintain 
emotional well-being, manage 

academic pressure, and foster 
resilience during one of the most 
crucial phases of their schooling 
years.

The resource person Ms Man-
nya,  drawing from her academic 
training and personal experienc-
es, highlighted the rising need 
for open conversations around 
mental health. She explained 
the importance of recognising 
stress, understanding emotions, 
and seeking timely help. Interac-
tive activities, real-life examples, 
and engaging discussions kept 
students involved throughout the 
session.



ALL IN CONSULTING BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38073183 or SANDHUSAHIB143@
GMAIL.COM
ONE CHOICE MAINTENANCE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
66955715 or SAHARKHAWAR2808@
GMAIL.COM
MOJA  CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17244026 or MOHAMMED.
J551@GMAIL.COM
ALI HAMZA NASIR CARGO HANDLING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33506161 or ali-
hamzanasir2222@GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
MAYANCHERI REAL ESTATE & MAN-
AGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17217800 or ASHRAF@SKYINTLBH.COM
ALSALWA MEAT FACTORY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER/PACKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17596656 or hr@alzaeembh.com
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ALSALWA WATER FACTORY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17593699 or HR@ALZAEEMBH.COM
FEENI RESTURANTS AND CAFETERIA 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 66664555 or 
SJALI2421976@GMAIL.COM
BU AMRAN AUTO PARTS has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33043743 or bu.amran.autoparts@
GMAIL.COM
UGRANI MANDI RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39609881 or MNASIR5659@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
Mechanical Contracting & Services Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WELDER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WELDER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
AH CLEANING AND FACILITY MANAGE-
MENT W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36342227 or AH-
CLEANING.FM@GMAIL.COM
LUKY SOHAN SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34213050 or IAKI.BH@GMAIL.COM
CHAUDHRY UPHOLSTERY CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECRE-
TARY, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77087370 or TARIQ4SEASONS@
YAHOO.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 

vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER-CLEANING-(HAND & CHEMICAL 
SOLUTIONS), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17268111 or hrd1@
macbh.com
SPLASH SWIMMING POOL Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17736870 or splashpools.bh@
gmail.com
BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RE-
INFORCED IRON WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17875600 or 
JSA@BPC.BH
DESI SHERAZ MANAGEMENT CONSUL-
TANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37034219 or 
SHERAZSALEEM613@GMAIL.COM
LE VENCHI ART JEWELLERY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33334596 or Dipakkgovindjii@
gmail.com
PERWAIZ COMPUTER SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COMPUTER OPERATOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33489260 or 
AH0350456@GMAIL.COM
HARRY SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36574942 or RS0926563@
GMAIL.COM
973 WELDING GARAGE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34449898 or 
N.ALWARDI@HOTMAIL.COM
DFS Aviation Services Bahrain Co WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39103238 or MORITZ.
MANZEL@DFS-AS.AERO
AL AHBAB TRADING WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-EDGE 
SAWYER-(WOOD), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17125204 or ALAH-
BAB.CO@HOTMAIL.COM
TRIO MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77288886 or YAQOO-
BI@HOTMAIL.COM
ATYAB AL QUSOUR COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33858115 or wazeer81alsafani@
gmail.com
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
BE SPORT SWEAR has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39886050 or MO-
HAMMED_13_17@HOTMAIL.COM
HASBI TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39792124 or FAQEERHUSSAIN1982@
GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17727676 or aqeel@basma.com.bh
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17727676 or aqeel@basma.com.bh
MARIA SKY LINE MARKETING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33555166 or MARIM.
SKY014@GMAIL.COM
NEXUS MARKETING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33181604 or NASARSARDAR@
GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER-CLEANING-(HAND & CHEMICAL 

SOLUTIONS), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17268111 or hrd1@
macbh.com
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
WESTON SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702123 or 
md@weston-services.COM
MERCURY CONTRACTING CENTRE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17742858 or hus-
sain@mercurygulf.com
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
WESTON SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702123 or 
md@weston-services.COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
NAZAR CAR WASH WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CAR WASHER/
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17343976 or KMKBRN@
GMAIL.COM
TIE UP SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33956025 or STONES4U@GMAIL.COM
CHATELET  CONTRACTING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASON, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33330081 or CHATELETDECOR@GMAIL.
COM
TEA PLAZA RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39858332 or ALAMEENTHAIKUTTIYIL@
GMAIL.COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
ASKAR LAND MARKET has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39762224 or YUSUFALI1951@HOTMAIL.
COM
pizza hut has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of COOK(GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17262998 or 
SSALEH@AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
THAI REAL MASSAGE CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36046078 or INFO@THAIMARTBAH-
RAIN.COM
THAI REAL MASSAGE CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36046078 or INFO@THAIMARTBAH-
RAIN.COM
LAMIS SWEILEM TRAINING CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33512143 or 
MDED1996@GMAIL.COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.COM
SAHIB GUL COMBINED AND CARGO 
SERIVCES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35609260 or SAHIBGULBH10@GMAIL.COM
ALNAWRAS LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PRESSMAN(CYLIN-
DER), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39454529 or MOHAMMED.AL-
ABDULLA@HOTMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVL-
OPMENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN JOKER FOR TYERS AND CAR 
MAINTENANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WHEEL-ALIGNMENT 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33296565 or ALIALMONE-
SI@GMAIL.COM
TAKAMUL SERVICES CO ( TASCO ) 

W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17344107 or MA-
JAJ101@HOTMAIL.COM
QUICK VENT OY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ADMINISTRATOR(FREIGHT HAN-
DLING), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33374707 or 168730DB@GMAIL.
COM
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17826660 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.COM.
BH
BAHRAIN ARTISTIC FRAMES CENTRE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(GLASS CUTTING), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17717165 or bahrainframes@gmail.com
D EVENTS ORGANIZATION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35002840 or PUREMIND.BH@
GMAIL.COM
SAPPHIRE ALUMINIUM COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38383956 or TMBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
RUNI BT RASTA SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33460674 or SOHAIL68644@
GMAIL.COM
ENTHUSIASTS GENERAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66600648 or MSA-
MEERWASEEM@GMAIL.COM
QAMAR AL JAZEERA REAL ESTATE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE WORKER HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33732690 or 
INFO.DAMIRGROUP@GMAIL.COM
UM HABIB SWEET WATERE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17410598 or NIKJ77@HOTMAIL.COM
DIGIRUBY MARKETING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33057494 or SHAZIAASGHARA-
LI.BH@GMAIL.COM
ASPIRE JEWELLERY DESIGN W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33623680 or SHAH.VIRK2@GMAIL.COM
SHYAM GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36697634 or OPINAH66@GMAIL.COM
BLACK GULF CONSULTANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37617271 or HAMMID777MP@
GMAIL.COM
ALORUBA BAKARY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17772239 or 2010ELECTRICAL.WORKS@
GMAIL.COM
MASALA VILLAGE RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38144438 or EBUSHEHAB@
GMAIL.COM
Z GAMES AND TRADING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES EX-
CUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33168777 or FAHADALTURAI-
KI@HOTMAIL.COM
Blue Storm Contracting W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39453181 or ADEL.JASIM.M@
GMAIL.COM
A GRADE FABRICATION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17005885 or divineart.bh@gmail.com
NEW SOUL RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39828050 or ahamadfahad9319@gmail.com
BOLDBEAM DECORATION CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(PAINT FINISHER), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33768106 or 
A.SHAKEEL1133@GMAIL.COM
ANILA ABDULMAJID INTERIOR DEC-
ORATION has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(PAINT FINISHER), 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35137134 or ANILAMASOODBH@GMAIL.
COM
CURATO MOBILES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36663334 or 
MAADHSALEH87@GMAIL.COM
BSB FIXED MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33770118 or 
bsbservices.bh@gmail.com
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66316666 or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.
com
G4S Secure Solutions Bahrain W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURI-
TY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17714409 or mohamed.hu-
sain@bh.g4s.com
AQIB AlC AND REFRIGERATION WORK 
SHOP has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36297786 or 604.junaid@gmail.com
LEVEL LINE REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35084932 or MUKESH-
BH252@GMAIL.COM
NMG VACATIONS TRAVEL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TRAVEL 
AGENT(TICKETING & RESERVATION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39454342 or MARKHORMOONCO@YA-
HOO.COM
81 SPECIAL  SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17255335 or 81SPECIALCONSTRUC-
TION@GMAIL.COM
NADEEM TARIQ  MANAGEMENT CON-
SULTANCY COMPANY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33264595 or NADEEMBLOGS-
BH@GMAIL.COM
AL RAFEEQ TOWER EXCAVATION WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39000116 or MOSA-
WI67@HOTMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
4W SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or Government@mre.co
MANGUARD SECURITY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404949 or SECURITY@MAN-
GUARD.COM.BH
JATHOL SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33307170 or WAJIDGHALAM@YAHOO.COM
ROMER COLD STORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33565681 or OMERMKR18@GMAIL.COM
BRITE  RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39234136 or FASTDOC99@GMAIL.COM
PAK STAR INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PLUMBER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 37542202 or 
kamjadiqbal4@gmail.com
alMobtakeroon Star Contracting Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER-CONSTRUCTION-(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38028364 or MOHD.H.NA@
GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN CITY CENTER TOWERS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 17811616 or BM-
FAQEEH@GMAIL.COM
SMART HOME SOLUTIONS FOR GEN-
ERAL TRADE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39455518 or 
INFO@SM4RT.BH
SUPER GEN COLD STORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34306061 or WAQAR9292@GMAIL.COM
SHIFA AL JAZEERA HOSPITAL W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTING ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17288000 or 
SHIFA.BAH@GMAIL.COM
PEARL PRESTIGE POOLS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17000198 or PPC-
BAH@GMAIL.COM
SHAHZAD AHMAD DECOR W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINT-
ER(BUILDING DECOR), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36450052 or 
ZAIDCONSULTANCY613@GMAIL.COM
SHARY JAN CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35605503 or 
MRMJANNATUL@GMAIL.COM
DIAMOND SQUARE CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36494110 or DIA-
MONDSQUARE97@MAIL.COM
ALI EBRAHIM JASIM ABDULHUSAIN has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35614662 or 
AYWAK908@GMAIL.COM
MUBEEN SAFDAR INTERIOR DECORA-
TION CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35467837 or ehtishammuhammadriaz@
gmail.com
MOVE FORWARD CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33892638 or ZO-
BIAJUTT306@GMAIL.COM
ZUHU RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33131708 or SURFRAZMB@YAHOO.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33461761 or MAJADJAVED12@GMAIL.
COM
ALEA WORLD CONTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39669225 or 
SAATI-2002@HOTMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17404949 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
F.N.F CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38931414 or SARIFUDDIN9@GMAIL.COM
SULU CARE & BEAUTY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35577377 or JAFFAR.FW@GMAIL.COM
ALBUSTAN ELECTRO MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTING  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17231818 or 
FAWZI@AL-FAWZ.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17822228 or 
INFO@CIRCLE.BH
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
ZAVIYAR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33060192 or ABDULREH-
MAN03224785897@GMAIL.COM
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PERFECT CUT SALOON W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33904619 or TARIQKHAN170471@
GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17382228 or 
MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
WALEED 256 FOOD TRANSPORTAION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(ELECTROPLAT-
ER), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34562700 or IMRANSIRAJ786@
GMAIL.COM
HAROON HASSAN CONSTRUCTION CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38473248 or 
abdulrahman110511@gmail.com
JEREH GROUP MIDDLE EAST BAHRAIN 
Branch of a Foreign Company has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77904677 or ZHONGSHU.GAN@JEREH.
COM
YORKER W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(ORCHARD).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66964322 or gulfdoc123@gmail.
com
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of PLUMBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17826660 or PC-
CBAH@BATELCO.COM.BH
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17749697 or secure.me@live.com
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17369993 or ABDULLA@KOOHEJITECH-
NICAL.COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17826660 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.COM.
BH
UNITED GULF CONTRACTING & AS-
PHALT CO. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17700116 or 
hr.admin@hajihassan.com
HIBA CONSTRUCTION AND INTERIOR 
DECORATION co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17234240 or hr@HIBA-CON-
STRUCTION.COM
NEW SUNLIGHT GARAGE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33516978 or CHJAVED973@
GMAIL.COM
ALSHROOQ SERVICES STATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of FUEL 
STATION ATTENDANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17625552 or 
AHMED.ALKAABI@BANAGAS.COM.BH
white bridge contracting has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17591939 or WHITE-
BRIDGE4424@GMAIL.COM
Sultana Palace Cafeteria has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39461266 or SADIQ105@HOTMAIL.COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
UNISKILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

17224578 or INFO@JANIKINGBAHRAIN.
COM
Mahonia Restaurant has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66666730 or 
info@mycafebh.com
SHAHLA LADIES SALOON & BEAUTY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32332010 or reem.hakeem.7@
hotmail.com
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36767312 or INFO@REALVALUECON-
TRACTING.COM
HAPPY FOOD INTERNATIONAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33965584 or 
NAZARTMALA@GMAIL.COM
MEELCOM W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MAKER(FISHING NETS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39663200 or MEELCOM.Co@gmail.com
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of STEEL FABRI-
CATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36767312 or INFO@REALVALUE-
CONTRACTING.COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of STEEL FABRI-
CATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36767312 or INFO@REALVALUE-
CONTRACTING.COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36767312 or INFO@REALVALUECON-
TRACTING.COM
SUS PRINTING HOUSE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of GRAPHIC 
DESIGNER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17340989 or SUSPRINTING.
BH@GMAIL.COM
BIN JATOI  TRADERS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER (AC-
COUNTS AND FINANCE), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33883145 or 
MUNAWARADC@GMAIL.COM
INTERIOR SOLUTIONS COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17832022 or hamida.alhubail@
havelockone.com
INTERIOR SOLUTIONS COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17832022 or ha-
mida.alhubail@havelockone.com
PEPPER CAFE - BAHRAINI PARTNER-
SHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36960999 or IN-
FOBAHRAIN2@GMAIL.COM
SER HUWA TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39830626 or ZAMAN9211@HOTMAIL.
COM
DENIZ MARKET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35323738 or 
AYMAN124125@GMAIL.COM
PARISHEY FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37401977 or AL-
IBASHARAT1144@GMAIL.COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36767312 or INFO@REALVALUECON-
TRACTING.COM
RAWAL CAT CARGO HANDLING COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36494283 or 
MOREWORE786@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD JAWAD SUPPORT SER-
VICES  W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38460598 or JAWAD0909Q@GMAIL.
COM
IT REAL ESTATE CO BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38316218 or SOFTSAT5@GMAIL.COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36767312 or INFO@REALVALUECON-
TRACTING.COM
ALUBAF ARAB INTERNATIONAL BANK 
(BAHRAIN) B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a va-

cancy for the occupation of CHIEF EX-
ECUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17517722 or AZIZ@ALUBAF-
BANK.COM
INQLABI REAL ESTATE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37738460 or EJAZ.PAZEER.PK.BH@
GMAIL.COM
NOOR GATE GENARAL TREADING BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP CO has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38723333 or FATIMAAD19990@HOT-
MAIL.COM
MOON STAR CLEANING CONSTRUCTION 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 16199376 or SUN-
SKYC.BH@GMAIL.COM
EAGLE FOR SAFE AND SECURITY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17270140 or alialt-
mimi@yahoo.com
RAMADA HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17742000 or Ramada@ramadabahrain.
com
TITANIC GENTS SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39919930 or YASINGHULAM.97@GMAIL.
COM
THC FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17100190 or satish@cinqo-me.com
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RIGGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17273133 or 
SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
AL WEQAYA FOOD STUFF W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39460682 or alsammak999@
hotmail.com
AL BARAHA  SALOON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33620915 or 
AZAM05202@GMAIL.COM
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39697979 or hr@7hills-group.com
AIN ALBAHRAIN SWEET WATER has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37111287 or SAEEDAAHMED774@
GMAIL.COM
BEHARI DREEM STAR TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33599768 or BT4WLL@
GMAIL.COM
THE LAST VERSION PERFUME W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32110016 or ALI20H200@
GMAIL.COM
SUN FLOWER MASSAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33247474 or ALIALARAIBI.5@GMAIL.
COM
FAST APPROACH TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17171963 or YUSUF-
SURFACE@HOTMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33461761 or MAJADJAVED12@GMAIL.
COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. 
l. l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17717730 or rsuresh@alaz-
zamgroup.com
GUZEL BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MANICURIST, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17276663 or TOTALBEAUTYSALOON@
GMAIL.COM
AL INSAF RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36869596 or ALINSAFRESTAURANT@
GMAIL.COM
DAZZLE MENS SALOON W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

38180001 or JAVEDSHAFI3818@GMAIL.
COM
GULSHAN NISA UMMAT RASOOL W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR-
PENTER(DECOR), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33007451 or PARA-
GONCITY88@GMAIL.COM
WASHIO LAUNDRY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PRESSER (HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33808786 or MALNOOH1973@GMAIL.
COM
BALA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33802366 or club88bah@
yahoo.com
GAD ALKHAIR TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39006082 or HASSAN99@GMAIL.COM
ABU VIDAAD ELECTRICAL  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of REPAIR-
MAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36686040 or HAS-
SANMUSTAFAPAK92@GMAIL.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17250078 or KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
VATTOLI GENERAL TRADING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36161812 or TARGETDOC9@
GMAIL.COM
MANAMA BEAUTY SALON W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HAIR-
DRESSER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33993272 or NEWBLUE-
MOONTRADING@GMAIL.COM
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LIGHT 
VEHICLE DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17534342 or sajil-
nath@urbaser.com
CRUMBLES CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33550228 or CRUMBLESADM@
GMAIL.COM
AL-ABRAJ RESTAURANT  BSC has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38700027 or salwa@al-abraaj.
com
CRUMBLES CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33550228 or CRUMBLESADM@
GMAIL.COM
SAFIA MAINTINANCE SERVICES CO  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DECORATOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33689339 or al-
rams0007@gmail.com
MOTOMANIA BAHRAIN SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33440733 or MOTO-
MANIABAHRAIN8@GMAIL.COM
ROYAL BAHRAIN HOSPITAL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17532010 or hussain.alali@royalbhrn.
com
DFS Aviation Services Bahrain Co WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER - IAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39103238 or MORITZ.MANZEL@DFS-AS.
AERO
.LNDRY 24 W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39550063 or BADRAN.35@HOTMAIL.
COM
Castle Star Trading has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY TRUCK), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36545755 or CASTEL.CO@HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SER-
VICES STS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FABRICATOR(FIBER-
GLASS RODUCTS), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17622082 or info@
BAHSTS.COM
BAHRAIN COFFEE BREWERS COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SERVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17111722 or ANEESH@
FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
NATIONAL TRUST CONSTRUCTIONS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECRE-
TARY, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39421555 or AMMADI@BATEL-
CO.COM.BH
ROTI SHOTI MEALS ON WHEELS 

RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17341122 or JASSIM96@YAHOO.COM
ARABIAN TECHNICAL SERVICES BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33779330 or INFO.QOLABA@
GMAIL.COM
ALI MOHAMED SALEH ABDALI ABDALI / 
WISAM - 7424 has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of FISHERMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39139189 or 
MABDALI1255@GMAIL.COM
malik sky construction has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33446911 or 
DJAVAID@HOTMAIL.COM
DAR AL AROOB BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37226930 or AJSERVICES1010@GMAIL.
COM
NADANS RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36362402 or BHPANORA-
MA87@HOTMAIL.COM
SEISSENSE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (OPERATIONS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38410710 or H.FARAH@SEISSENSE.
COM
SEVEN RIVERS CONTRACTING  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35002840 or USMANZAKI294@GMAIL.
COM
JAHECON W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER-CONSTRUC-
TION-(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17244111 or JA-
HECON@BATELCO.COM.BH
NOJOOM GARAGE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN(CARS 
ENGINES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33310071 or RAED77ZX@
GMAIL.COM
TIKKA AND KABAB AMEEN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17254867 or INFO@divi-
dendgatecapital.com
HAMEED ENGINEERING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DESIGNER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17879385 or HAMIDENGG8@GMAIL.
COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17822228 or 
INFO@CIRCLE.BH
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAHOO.COM
ZAYANI MOTORS CO has a vacancy for 
the occupation of STORAGE MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17703703 or mirza@alzayani-invest-
ments.com
SAWAG INTERIOR DECORATION CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SERVICEMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36520286 or SYEDJO-
JOGILLANI@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER-CLEANING-(HAND & CHEMICAL 
SOLUTIONS), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17268111 or hrd1@
macbh.com
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SERVICEMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17345569 or YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.
COM
ALZENJ EXCHANGE CO.W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLERK, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16631831 or ABULCO@GMAIL.COM
ALTAWFEEK MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17786828 or YAS-
MEEN@ALTAWFEEK.NET
AMBALI CLEANING AND CONTRACT-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39375444 or AM-
BALICLEANING@GMAIL.COM
NEW IDEA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 

for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17722333 or jej36065102@gmail.com
IMRAN SHAHBUDDIN BUSINESS 
MANAGMENT CONSULTANCY  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CONSUL-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37440019 or imranahmed0410@
gmail.com
MAXEL INTERNATIONAL CONTRACT-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39944412 or 
ABUTHAR1975@GMAIL.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOOD 
SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36020030 or 
M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM
LUKY SOHAN SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34213050 or IAKI.BH@GMAIL.COM
FORGAN MOTOR PARTS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39331193 or BAIRAMY74@GMAIL.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOOD 
SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36020030 or 
M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM
salman gents salon has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39059058 or AL-
THAWADI6@HOTMAIL.COM
NEPTUNE BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36138761 or shaheen-
naz030@gmail.com
NEPTUNE BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36138761 or shaheen-
naz030@gmail.com
JAVERIA ALUMINIUM W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35414133 or SALAM35555555@
GMAIL.COM
KAMAYAN SA BICOL RESTAURANT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33694867 or WALEEDBANGASH1967@
GMAIL.COM
STONEWELL TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33689986 or SAJJAD-
AWAN8366@GMAIL.COM
TAJ ALDIN WORKSHOP W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
ICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34317374 or US-
MANUSMAN08522@GMAIL.COM
ISMAIL PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32363735 or 
S.K.MEHENAZ8659@GMAIL.COM
STONEY COMBINED FACILITES SUP-
PORT ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34311959 or FARHAD-
KHAN39071453@GMAIL.COM
ZENON CONSTRUCTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39719998 or 
AHMED304@HOTMAIL.COM
AL MAWATNEEN SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66914266 or MAWATNEENFASHION@
GMAIL.COM
JARDIO MANAGEMENT CONSULTAN-
CY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33112395 or maadIbooyo.
rasel123@gmail.com
ASTRO FROM CONSTRUTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37347034 or ALIAIBINALI112@
GMAIL.COM
DUBBAK CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PACKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33258595 or SAMIULLAH5896@GMAIL.
COM
KING KARAK CAFETERIA W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SANDWICH-
ES MAKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39857572 or HHASHIMPP@
GMAIL.COM
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Salah, Foster take Egypt and South 
Africa to AFCON Group B summit
AFP | Rabat

Premier League pair Mo-
hamed Salah and Lyle Foster 

were match-winners as Egypt 
and South Africa began their 
Africa Cup of Nations Group 
B campaigns with victories in 
Morocco on Monday.

Unsettled Liverpool star Sa-
lah struck in the first minute of 
added time to snatch a 2-1 win 
for record seven-time champi-
ons Egypt over gallant Zimba-
bwe in Agadir.

Earlier, second-half domi-
nance by one-time title-hold-
ers South Africa paid off when 
Burnley striker Foster netted on 
79 minutes to deliver a 2-1 vic-
tory over Angola in Marrakesh.

The stage is now set for a 
top-of-the-table showdown be-
tween the Pharaohs and Bafa-
na Bafana in Agadir on Friday. 
They have met three times in 
AFCON tournaments, with Egypt 
winning twice.

Salah, whose unhappiness 
at being a substitute recently 
at Liverpool led to an outburst 
against manager Arne Slot, 
worked tirelessly for an Egyp-
tian team rattled at falling be-
hind.

Prince Dube scored on 20 
minutes and one of the title fa-
vourites had to wait until the 
63rd minute for Omar Mar-
moush from Manchester City 
to equalise.

Relentless pressure from 
the Pharaohs paid off in the 
first of five additional minutes 
when the perseverance of Salah 
grabbed them all three points.

Earlier, South Africa domi-
nated the second half against 
Angola in Marrakesh and Foster 
scored in 79 minutes to deliver 
a 2-1 victory in the same mi-
ni-league.

The winner came after 
Tshepang Moremi had a goal 
ruled offside and Mbekezeli 
Mbokazi rattled the crossbar 
with a shot that rebounded into 
play.

Oswin Appollis put 2024 AF-
CON bronze medallists South 
Africa ahead on 21 minutes and, 
as Angola took control, they 
levelled through Show after 35 
minutes.

Victory ended a six-match 
winless run in their opening 

AFCON match since 2006 by 
South Africa. The win also con-
firmed their dominance over 
Angola with three victories 
and two draw in five AFCON  
meetings.

Belgian coach Hugo Broos, 
who guided Cameroon to the 
AFCON tilte in 2017, admitted he 
was unhappy with the first-half 
Bafana performance.

“We had to avoid losing to-
night because next up for us are 
Egypt. We led in the opening 
half and then we fell asleep,” 
said Broos.

“We let Angola back into the 
game so we put something right 
during half-time. In the second 
half we applied more pressure, 

there is more movement and we 
had chances.

 ‘Very painful’ 
“Tshepang (Moremi) was 

wonderful when he came on, 
suddenly there was speed in our 
team, we were dangerous. He 
was a threat and he did it very 
well in the second 45 minutes.”

Mali coach Tom Saintfiet 
admitted that conceding a late 
equaliser in a 1-1 Group A draw 
with Zambia in Casablanca was 
“very painful”.

After El Bilal Toure had a 
first-half penalty saved by Wil-
lard Mwanza, Mali took the lead 
on 61 minutes through Lassina 
Sinayoko.

Egypt’s forward #10 Mohamed Salah scores the team’s second goal

Key to probe England’s 
‘stag-do’ drinking on 
Ashes beach break
AFP | Melbourne

England managing director 
Rob Key pledged yesterday 

to investigate whether play-
ers’ drinking on a mid-Ashes 
beach break went too far, after 
reports said it had been like a 
“stag-do.”

The England team headed 
to Queensland tourist play-
ground Noosa after heavily los-
ing the first two Tests in Perth 
and Brisbane.

They spent several days 
on the sand and around res-
taurants and bars, followed 
by TV crews, photographers 
and reporters before travel-
ling to Adelaide where they 
lost the third Test and the  
Ashes.

Britain’s Daily Telegraph 
reported that “after drowning 
their sorrows after the Bris-
bane Test, it is no exaggeration 
to say some, certainly not all, 
players drank for five or six 
days”.

It added that players “did 
nothing outrageous in Noosa” 
but there was concern over the 
level of drinking, with Eng-
land’s professionalism already 
under question after their lim-
ited preparations.

“If there’s things where peo-
ple are saying that our players 
went out and drank excessive-
ly, then of course we’ll be look-
ing into that,” Key told English 
media in Melbourne ahead of 
the Boxing Day Test.

“ D r i n k i n g  e x c e s s i v e 
amounts of alcohol for an in-
ternational cricket team is not 

something that I’d expect to 
see at any stage.

“It would be a fault not 
to look into what happened 
there,” added Key, who did not 
travel with the team to Noosa.

“From everything that I’ve 
heard so far, they actually were 
pretty well behaved. Very well 
behaved.”

He admitted that he did not 
mind players having the occa-
sional drink, but “if it goes past 
that, then that’s an issue as far 
as I’m concerned.

“I have no issue with the 
Noosa trip if it was to get away 
and just throw your phone 
away, down tools, go on the 
beach, all of that stuff.

“If it goes into where they’re 
drinking lots and it’s a stag-do, 
all of that type of stuff, that’s 
completely unacceptable.”

Rob Key said he sup-
ports beach breaks 

for players to “throw 
the phone away,” but 
warned that any hint 
of a stag-do atmos-

phere would be com-
pletely unacceptable 
for an international 

team
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England seek pride after Ashes blow
After 3-0 series defeat, McCullum says England got their warm-up strategy wrong

• McCullum concedes 
England’s preparation 
was flawed

• Ashes lost in 
just 11 days

• McCullum rejects 
seeking outside squad 
replacements

AFP | Melbourne

Coach Brendon McCul-
lum concedes England 
got their preparations 

wrong heading into the Ashes, 
but believes they can salvage 
some pride in the final two Tests 
at Melbourne and Sydney.

The tourists arrived in Aus-
tralia bullish that they could win 
a series in the country for the 
first time since 2010-11.

But their hopes imploded 
with heavy defeats in Perth and 
Brisbane before a closer con-
test at Adelaide, leaving the ul-
tra-aggressive “Bazball” style 
of cricket McCullum and skip-
per Ben Stokes pioneered in  
tatters.

Their Ashes demise in just 11 
days was the joint-second quick-
est in more than a century.

England had just one warm-
up fixture in Australia, against 

their second-tier Lions side, and 
lost the opening Test in Perth 
inside two days.

Former captains Ian Botham, 
Michael Vaughan and Graham 
Gooch all criticised the limited 
preparation, with disgruntled 
skipper Ben Stokes sparking a 
backlash after calling them “has 
beens”.

They then opted to skip a pink-
ball opportunity in Canberra be-
fore the day-night second Test at 
the Gabba, instead spending five 

days in the Brisbane nets.
Like Perth, that Test was lost 

by eight wickets and McCul-
lum bizarrely claimed they had 
“overprepared”.

“What did we get right? What 
did we get wrong? Probably 
we go back to the preparation, 
that’ll be something that gets 
questioned,” McCullum told 
TNT Sports after the 82-run Ad-
elaide defeat.

“And when you’ve lost 3-0, 
you need to put your hand up 

and say ‘maybe I didn’t get that 
preparation right’.

“It’s not just leading into the 
first game. It’s could we have 
done more leading into game 
one and could we have done less 
leading into game two?

“I didn’t get that right because 
we lost 3-0. Lots to digest, look 
through and be better next time.”

The fourth Test starts in Mel-
bourne on December 26 and 
England could freshen up the 
side.

‘Great opportunity’ 
An under-performing Ollie 

Pope is facing the axe with Jacob 
Bethell waiting in the wings, but 
their options are limited and 
McCullum said they would not 
be looking outside the squad 
they have.

“We’ll have a look a look at the 
conditions (in Melbourne) and, 
as we always do, we’ll try and 
work out what we think will give 
us the best chance in that game,” 
he said.

“If that’s changes, it’s changes. 
If it’s not, it’s not. We’ll assess 
that when we get to Melbourne.”

England at least showed more 
fight in Adelaide as they chased 
what would have been a world 
record 435 to win.

McCullum admitted they had 
been outplayed across all three 

Tests, but said he saw encour-
aging signs in Adelaide and “we 
do have a great opportunity in 
the next two Tests”.

“We need to find something 
out of this tour, salvage some 
pride and play for all the people 
who have come to Australia to 
support this team and all the 
people back in England who 
have supported this team as 
well,” he said.

“If we get into that state where 
we just play the game and im-
merse yourself in the state of 
what needs to be done and allow 
your talent to come out in pres-
sure situations, then you’ve got 
every opportunity.”

What did we get right? 
What did we get wrong? 
Probably we go back to 
the preparation, that’ll 
be something that gets 
questioned And when 

you’ve lost 3-0, you need 
to put your hand up and 
say ‘maybe I didn’t get 
that preparation right’

BRENDON MCCULLUM

After losing the first 
Test quickly, England 

spent five days in 
the nets before the 
second—a move Mc-

Cullum later bizarrely 
called “overprepar-

ing” as they lost that 
match by eight wick-

ets as well

KNOW WHAT

England coach Brendon McCullum (C) kicks a football before play (file photo)



Mahrez backs Algeria revival at AFCON
Captain says team ready to move past two poor tournament showings

• Mahrez calls past 
failures finished

• Algeria open 
against Sudan

• Fourth in 
Africa rankings

AFP | Rabat

Algeria captain Riyad 
Mahrez is confident his 
side can make up for poor 

showings at the last two editions 
of the Africa Cup of Nations as 
the 2019 champions prepare to 
begin their campaign in Moroc-
co on Wednesday.

The Desert Foxes won their 
second AFCON title the last time 
it was played in North Africa, six 
years ago in Egypt.

However, their title defence 
three years later in Cameroon 
ended in first-round elimina-
tion with just a single point, and 
they also failed to win a match 
in going out in the group stage 
in Ivory Coast in 2024.

“There is no doubt that we 

were not good at the last two AF-
CONs but that is in the past now. 
All that is behind us,” Mahrez 
said yesterday in Rabat, where 
Algeria play Sudan on Wednes-
day.

“Now we have the opportunity 

of a lifetime, the chance to make 
up for what has happened and 
do better. Tomorrow it is time 
for this generation.”

Algeria will be aiming to live 
up to their billing as the fourth-
best side in Africa according to 

the FIFA rankings.
A strong showing in Moroc-

co will also set them up for the 
World Cup in North America in 
six months, after Algeria quali-
fied for the first time since 2014.

Former Manchester City 

winger Mahrez, now playing 
for Al-Ahli in the Saudi Pro 
League, turns 35 in February 
and so these tournaments may 
mark his swanswong at interna-
tional level.

But he is excited about Alge-
ria’s new generation, including 
VfL Wolfsburg forward Mo-
hamed Amoura and the goal-
keeper Luca Zidane.

Son of France legend Zine-
dine, Luca Zidane was born in 
Marseille and plays for Granada 
in the Spanish second division.

He made his Algeria debut in 
October and it is hoped he can 
be the solution to what has been 
a problem position for coach 
Vladimir Petkovic.

“Luca has integrated well into 
the squad and is trying to give 
everything for the team,” said 
Mahrez, who was born in France 
to an Algerian father and a Mo-
roccan mother.

“I know his name is a big 
weight to carry but he is not let-
ting that get to him.”

After Wednesday’s game Al-
geria will also play Burkina Faso 
and Equatorial Guinea in a tricky 
Group E, and their path in the 
knockout phase could be com-
plicated too.

Winning the section would 
mean a last-16 tie against the 
runners-up in Group D which 
includes Senegal and the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo.

Meanwhile, finishing second 
would mean a clash with the 
winners of Group F, which in-
cludes reigning champions Ivory 
Coast and Cameroon.

Tunisian Aziz Al-Waqi wins Arab Elite Tennis title in Bahrain

TDT | Manama

Tunisia’s Aziz Al-Waqi was 
crowned champion of the 

fifth Arab Elite Tennis Champi-
onship after defeating Jordan’s 
Mohammad Qutb 7-6, 6-2 in 
the final on Sunday, organisers 
said. The title match was played 
at the Public Security Officers 
Club courts under the patronage 
and in the presence of Bahrain’s 
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid 
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa.

The closing ceremony was 

attended by Arab Tennis Fed-
eration president Shaikh Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah 
Al-Sabah, Bahrain Tennis Fed-
eration president Shaikh Ab-
dulaziz bin Mubarak Al Khalifa, 
heads of national federations 
and sponsors, alongside a large  
crowd. 

Shaikh Ahmad praised the 
tournament’s technical, organ-
isational and media standards, 
saying the fifth edition reflected 
the event’s growing stature on 
the Arab sporting calendar.

He thanked Bahrain’s Interior 
Ministry and the Public Secu-
rity Officers Club for hosting 
the event, as well as long-time 
sponsors including Ahli Unit-
ed Bank and KGL, noting that 
increased backing had allowed 
prize money to rise to $50,000 
from $30,000 last year. 

Shaikh Ahmad said the cham-
pionship had become a leading 
Arab event, bringing togeth-
er the region’s top players and 
showcasing the sport’s devel-
opment.

Shaikh Abdulaziz bin Mubar-
ak Al Khalifa highlighted the 
importance of sustaining Arab 
tournaments to raise players’ 
technical and physical stand-
ards, expressing hope for broad-
er Gulf participation in future 
editions. 

He also thanked the Interior 
Minister for his continued sup-
port of tennis in Bahrain and 
the Arab Tennis Federation for 
entrusting the kingdom with 
hosting the championship for a 
second consecutive year.

Napoli beat Bologna to lift Italian Super Cup
AFP | Rome

Napoli won the Italian Super 
Cup on Monday as David 

Neres scored twice to secure 
the reigning Serie A champions 
a 2-0 win over Bologna in the 
final in Jeddah.

Brazilian winger Neres curled 
in a brilliant shot from distance 
to give Napoli the lead before 
half-time against last season’s 
Italian Cup winners.

He struck again in the second 
half after intercepting a weak 
pass from Bologna goalkeeper 
Federico Ravaglia as he tried to 

play out from the back.
Neres finished with three 

goals in the Super Cup after also 
scoring in the 2-0 semi-final win 
over AC Milan last week.

It is the third time Napoli have 
won the competition, after 1990 
and 2014.

“The lads deserve congratu-
lations,” Napoli coach Antonio 
Conte told Sport Mediaset.

“They showed how much 
they wanted this trophy for 
the fans, and we’ll also have a 
great Christmas celebration 
now with a new trophy in the  
cabinet.”Napoli’s players celebrate the win

Algeria’s squad 
features goalkeeper 
Luca Zidane, son of 
French legend Zine-
dine Zidane; though 
born in Marseille, he 

debuted for his father’s 
ancestral homeland 
in October to solve 

Algeria’s long-standing 
goalkeeping issues

KNOW WHAT
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Thunder bounce back to down 
Grizzlies, Nuggets sink Jazz

AFP | Los Angeles

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
scored 31 points as the 

Oklahoma City Thunder got 
back to winning ways with a 
119-103 victory over the Mem-
phis Grizzlies on Monday.

Reigning NBA Most Valuable 
Player Gilgeous-Alexander led 
the scoring to give the Thun-
der a morale-boosting victory 
after their defeat in Minnesota 
on Friday.

“We weren’t at our best to-
night but we did enough to 
win -- but we’ve still got to get 
better,” Gilgeous-Alexander 
told NBC television.

Memphis flirted with an 
upset after starting brightly, 
taking an early seven-point 
lead in the first quarter before 
Oklahoma City took control in 
the second quarter.

Gilgeous-Alexander was 
backed by 24 points from Jalen 
Williams while Ajay Mitchell 
had 16 off the bench.

G i l g e o u s - A l e x a n d e r ’s 
31-point contribution ex-
tended his incredible scoring 
streak.

The Canadian star has now 

scored 20 points or more in 
100 consecutive games, mak-
ing him only the second player 
to achieve that feat after Wilt 
Chamberlain.

“My teammates let me shoot 
whatever shots I want to out 
there,” Gilgeous-Alexander 
said.

“The coaching staff trust me 
and I put in the work to get 
better each and every day.”

The win improved Oklaho-
ma City’s record to 26-3 at the 
top of the Western Conference 
standings. The Thunder were 
to play second-placed San An-
tonio yesterday.

In other games on Monday, 
the Denver Nuggets kept up 
their pursuit of Oklahoma 
City in the West with a 135-112 
pummeling of the Utah Jazz in 
Colorado.

The Nuggets (21-7) led from 
start to finish with Nikola Jo-
kic grabbing 14 points, 13 re-
bounds and 13 assists for his 
14th triple double of the season 
and the 178th of his career.

Only Oscar Robertson (181) 
and Russell Westbrook (207) 
have scored more triple dou-
bles than the Denver star.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander #2 of the Oklahoma City Thunder handles the ball 
while being defended by Jaylen Wells #0 of the Memphis Grizzlies

Algeria’s forward #7 Riyad Mahrez in action (file photo)
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REHC to conclude 2025 racing 
year with Alba Cup Series

TDT | Manama

The Rashid Equestrian and 
Horse Racing Club will 

host the final horse racing 
meeting of 2025 on Friday, 
December 26, as part of the 
2025–2026 racing season, or-
ganisers said. The 11th race 
meeting will be held under 
the patronage of Aluminium 
Bahrain (Alba) and is expected 
to deliver strong competition 
as owners, trainers and jock-
eys seek to end the year on a 
winning note.

The meeting is regarded as 
one of the standout fixtures 
of the season, marking the last 
races of the calendar year and 
featuring eight contests all run 
for Alba Cups. Final declara-
tions have confirmed a strong 
turnout of horses across the 
programme, raising expecta-

tions of closely matched and 
competitive racing throughout 
the afternoon.

Races will cover a range of 
classes and distances, includ-
ing events for Bahraini-bred 
and imported horses, purebred 
Arabian horses, maidens and 
experienced runners. Distanc-
es range from 1,000 to 2,000 
metres, with sprint races on 
the straight track and longer 
tactical contests expected to 
test stamina and race man-
agement.

Officials at the Rashid 
Equestrian and Horse Racing 
Club said the meeting reflects 
Alba’s continued support for 
Bahraini horse racing and 
promises an exciting fina-
le to 2025, with competitive 
fields across all eight races 
and strong interest from rac-
ing fans and connections alike.

Isak out months after fracturing leg
Liverpool forward faces two months out as Slot blames “reckless” Tottenham challenge

• Isak suffers 
fractured fibula

• Slot brands 
tackle reckless

• Injury occurred 
while scoring

AFP | London

Alexander Isak is expected 
to be out of action for two 
months after fracturing 

his leg against Tottenham, with 
Liverpool manager Arne Slot 
accusing Tottenham’s Micky van 
de Ven of making a “reckless 
challenge”.

The Sweden striker was in-
jured in a tackle from the de-
fender in the act of scoring the 
opening goal in Saturday’s 2-1 
victory and limped off the pitch.

Liverpool said in a statement 
on Monday that the forward had 
had an operation on an ankle 
injury that included a fibula 
fracture.

“It’s going to be a long injury, 
for a couple of months,” Slot told 
reporters yesterday, “So, yeah, 
that’s a big, big, big disappoint-
ment for him. And as a result 
also of course for us.”

Slot described Van de Ven’s 
tackle as “reckless”.

“I think I said a lot about the 
tackle of Xavi Simons (sent off 
earlier in the game for Spurs), 

which for me was completely 
unintentional, and I don’t think 
you will ever get an injury out of 
a tackle like that.

“The tackle of Van de Ven, if 
you make that tackle 10 times, I 
think 10 times there’s a serious 
chance that a player gets a seri-
ous injury.”

Isak’s injury is the latest set-

back for the forward after he 
signed from Newcastle for a 
British record £125 million ($168 
million) in September.

A dispute with Newcastle 
meant he did not have a prop-
er pre-season programme and 
arrived at Liverpool well be-
hind his team-mates in terms 
of fitness.

His season was then interrupt-
ed by a groin injury.

The 26-year-old has scored 
just three goals in 16 appearanc-
es since completing his protract-
ed move to Anfield.

Isak’s absence will be a major 
blow for Reds boss Slot, with 
Mohamed Salah at the Africa 
Cup of Nations and Cody Ga-

kpo not ready to return from a 
muscle injury until early in the 
new year.

It leaves Slot with Hugo Ek-
itike, who has five goals in his 
past four games, and the lit-
tle-used Federico Chiesa as his 
only senior forwards.

Liverpool, whose Premier 
League title defence collapsed 
after a shocking run of results, 
have climbed to fifth in the table 
after extending their unbeaten 
league run to five games.

Isak’s injury raises the pros-
pect of Liverpool moving to 
boost their attack in the January 
transfer window, with Bourne-
mouth winger Antoine Semenyo 
linked with a move to Anfield.

It may also change the conver-

sation around Salah, who had 
been linked with a move to Sau-
di Arabia following his recent 
claim that he had been thrown 
under the bus by the club and no 
longer had a relationship with 
Slot.

Salah’s rant, which came af-
ter he was left on the bench 
for three successive matches, 
prompted Liverpool to leave him 
out of the squad for a Champions 
League match at Inter Milan.

But he returned to action as 
a substitute against Brighton 
before leaving for international 
duty.

Liverpool host bottom side 
Wolves on Saturday.

I think I said a lot 
about the tackle of 

Xavi Simons (sent off 
earlier in the game 

for Spurs), which for 
me was completely 
unintentional, and I 

don’t think you will ever 
get an injury out of a 
tackle like that. The 

tackle of Van de Ven, if 
you make that tackle 10 
times, I think 10 times 

there’s a serious chance 
that a player gets a 

serious injury
ARNE SLOT

Isak’s £125 million 
move has been 

plagued by misfor-
tune: a disrupted 

pre-season, a prior 
groin injury, and now 
this fracture. He has 

scored only three 
goals since his Brit-

ish-record transfer

KNOW

BETTER

Liverpool’s Swedish striker #09 Alexander Isak (C) is helped off the field by medical staff after picking up an injury

Australia captain Cummins out of 
rest of Ashes, Lyon to have surgery
AFP | Melbourne

Australia skipper Pat Cum-
mins and Nathan Lyon were 

yesterday ruled out of the final 
two Ashes Tests against England 
with the veteran spinner facing 
surgery and an extended period 
on the sidelines.

Quick bowler Jhye Richard-
son and spinner Todd Murphy 
were named as cover in a 15-
man squad for the fourth Test 
starting on Friday at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground.

Australia have already re-
tained the famous urn with 
eight-wicket wins in Perth and 
Brisbane and an 82-run victory 
in Adelaide.

Cummins “won’t play any part 
in the rest of the series”, coach 
Andrew McDonald told cricket.
com.au.

He returned from a lower 
back injury to lead Australia to 
victory in Adelaide in his first 
Test since July, taking six wick-
ets in the match.

“That was a discussion that 
we had a long time out around 
his return. Yeah, we were tak-
ing on some risk. We’ve now 
won the series, and that was the 
goal,” said McDonald.

Cummins will now target 
full fitness for the month-long 
Twenty20 World Cup in India 
and Sri Lanka, starting in early 

February.
“To position him for further 

risk and jeopardise him long 
term is not something that we 
want to do,” said McDonald.

“Pat’s really comfortable with 
that. If he had any setback in the 
build-in as well, we would have 
shut him down straight away.”

Steve Smith, who captained 
the team in Cummins’ absence 
during the first two Tests, will 
lead the side again in Melbourne 
after missing Adelaide with ver-
tigo symptoms.

 ‘Amazing’ Starc 
His return means there will 

be at least three changes.
Usman Khawaja replaced 

Smith at four in Adelaide scor-
ing 82 and 40 and should he 
be retained then Josh Inglis is 
shaping as the fall guy.

Lyon, 38, damaged his right 
hamstring saving a boundary on 
day five in Adelaide fielding and 
hobbled off.

He claimed his 564th wicket 
in the match to move clear of 
fellow Australian great Glenn 
McGrath and into sixth on the 
all-time Test bowling list.

“Nathan Lyon will have sur-
gery on a torn right hamstring 
which will sideline him for an 

extended period,” Cricket Aus-
tralia said.

Lyon’s replacement, Murphy, 
is in line to play his first home 
Test.

His seven previous appear-
ances for Australia all came 
overseas. His last was in Sri 
Lanka earlier this year.

Richardson was included 
after a four-year Test absence, 
during which he underwent 
three shoulder surgeries.

Scott Boland and Mitch-
ell Starc are likely to lead the 
seam attack after recovering 
well from Adelaide, with Mi-
chael Neser, Brendan Doggett 
and Richardson battling to join 
them.

To position him (Pat 
Cummins) for further 

risk and jeopardise 
him long term is not 
something that we 

want to do. Pat’s really 
comfortable with that. 
If he had any setback 
in the build-in as well, 

we would have shut him 
down straight away

COACH ANDREW MCDONALD

Australia’s Nathan Lyon (R) catches a throw next to Pat Cummins (file photo)


