
Verstappen wins in Vegas, 
McLarens disqualified

Norris and Piastri disqualified, severely tightening F1 title race

• McLaren cars 
disqualified post-race

• Skid blocks 
below legal limit

• Verstappen’s title 
chances boosted

• McLaren blame 
“excessive porpoising” 
for infringement

AFP | Las Vegas

Formula One world cham-
pion Max Verstappen pro-
duced a masterful drive to 

win the Las Vegas Grand Prix 
on Saturday and his title hopes 
were boosted further with the 
McLarens of championship 
leader Lando Norris and Oscar 
Piastri both being disqualified.

Norris finished the race in 
second with Piastri fourth but 
the skid blocks on both cars 
were found after the race to be 
less than the minimum depth.

The disqualifications mean 
that with two race weekends 
remaining in Qatar and Abu 
Dhabi, four-time defending 
champion Verstappen is now 
level on points with Piastri in 
the title race, just 24 points be-
hind Norris.

His chances of a fifth succes-
sive title, however, will depend 
on another spectacular slip-up 
from Norris or his McLaren 
team.

“It’s frustrating to lose so 
many points,” said Norris in a 
McLaren statement.

“As a team, we’re always push-
ing to find as much performance 
as we can, and we clearly didn’t 
get that balance right today.

“Nothing I can do will change 
that now, instead full focus 
switches to Qatar.”

McLaren’s team principal An-
drea Stella said the problem had 
been caused by “unexpected, 
high levels of porpoising” which 
had led to “excessive contact” 
with the ground.

“We apologise to Lando and 
Oscar for the loss of points to-
day, at a critical time in their 
championship campaigns after 
two strong performances from 
them all weekend,” said Stella.

With a maximum of 58 points 
available in the final two grands 
prix, Norris just needs to score 
two more points than each of 
his rivals next weekend in Qa-

tar, which includes a sprint, to 
secure his first title.

 ‘Comfortable’ 
Verstappen dominated in 

Vegas from the moment he 
pounced on a slip by pole-sitter 
Norris on the first turn of Sin 
City’s street circuit to grab the 
lead.

Thereafter he controlled the 
race to claim the 69th Grand 
Prix win of his career, finishing 
more than 20 seconds clear.

The Dutchman said Red Bull’s 
tyre strategy had laid the foun-
dation for the win.

“Normally the race is always 
a tough one for us. We are not 
normally that great on tyres but 
today it seemed like we were 
more in control and I could 
push a little bit more,” he said.

“We had a lot more pace and I 
could stay out a little bit longer 
and split the race in half and 

that definitely helped a lot.
“The car was working pret-

ty well, much more to my lik-
ing and at the end it was quite 
a decent lap. Every lap I was 
just feeling comfortable and 
not taking too much out of the  
tyre.”

Mercedes’ George Russell 
finished third on the track but 
was upgraded to second with 
his teammate Kimi Antonelli, 
who finished in fifth, moving 
up to third.

After the drama of Friday’s 
qualifying, when heavy rain 
made for a treacherous sur-
face that Verstappen likened to 
driving on ice, Saturday’s 50-lap 
race under the glittering lights 
of Las Vegas got under way in 
cool, dry conditions.

Norris, who had arrived in 
Vegas fresh from back-to-back 
wins in Mexico and Sao Paulo, 
attempted an aggressive move 
to block Verstappen right from 
the start.

The move backfired and Nor-
ris ran off the track and allowed 
Verstappen to grab first place. 
Norris dropped back to third 
after he was passed by Russell 
into second.

Piastri, who began in fifth 
place on the grid, was also ru-
ing a challenging start which 
saw him bump wheels with RB’s 
Liam Lawson.

The Australian had been des-
perately looking to make up 
ground in Vegas after surren-
dering a 34-point advantage in 
the drivers championship since 
his victory at the Dutch Grand 
Prix in August.

The McLarens are not the 
first team to fall foul of the rules 
on skid blocks which are in-
tended to prevent the cars from 
running too low and gaining 
extra speed.

Russell was disqualified after 
winning in Belgium last season 
for the same technical infringe-
ment while Lewis Hamilton has 
been penalised twice.

In 2023, when he was still at 
Mercedes, Hamilton was dis-
qualified from the US Grand Prix 
along with Ferrari’s Charles Le-
clerc.

And this season, with new 
team Ferrari, it happened again 
after the Chinese Grand Prix in 
March.

It’s frustrating to lose 
so many points.  As a 
team, we’re always 
pushing to find as 

much performance as 
we can, and we clearly 
didn’t get that balance 
right today. Nothing I 

can do will change that 
now, instead full focus 

switches to Qatar
LANDO NORRIS
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The disqualification 
was for the same 

technical infringe-
ment—illegally worn 
skid blocks—that saw 

George Russell dis-
qualified from a win in 
Belgium last year and 
Lewis Hamilton twice

KNOW

BETTER

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen celebrates after winning the Las Vegas Formula One Grand Prix

Sundaresan and Singh claim victory at Awali Golf Club’s Banz Fourball
TDT | Manama

Balbir Singh and Nathan Sun-
daresan claimed victory in 

the Banz Fourball, winning the 
betterball Stableford compe-
tition with a commanding 45 
points as the seventh edition of 
the tournament, sponsored by 
the Banz Group, was contested 
at the club.

Runners-up were Bader Al 
Dosari and Mohamed Ali Al 
Kowari on 43 points, ahead of 
Benedikt Schwerm and Gérard 
van Gerwen, and Abddulrahim 
Fakhroo and Fares Khalifa Al 
Merisi, who also finished on 
43 but placed third and fourth 

respectively on countback.
Nathan Prince and Sanjeev 

Bhalla, who benefited from the 
windy conditions, and Peter 
Burns and Melanie Swain both 
carded 42 points to take fifth 
and sixth. Abdul Elah Fakh-
roo and Nasser Yaqoob Saleh 
finished seventh on 40 points, 
with Abdulla Mubarak Al Jow-
her and Salim Khalifa Masood 
eighth on the same tally.

Prizes were presented by 
tournament director Nathan 
Sundaresan and club captain 
Steve Newall, who thanked the 
Banz Group for its continued 
support of one of the club’s pre-
mier pairs events.

BEAUTY BOUNTY SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38487070 or FAAL-
NASSER@OUTLOOK.COM
ALEBRAH CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17270378 or MONTANA@ALEBRAH.COM
BAJAUR FRESH MEAT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33213724 or 
TAYYABZ213@GMAIL.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17491190 or usmc@batelco.
com.bh
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES STS 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17622082 or info@BAHSTS.
COM
Central Power Systems Co. WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLERK TYPIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39636615 or 
MAHMOOD@CENTRALPPS.COM
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES STS 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17622082 or info@BAHSTS.
COM
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES STS 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17622082 or info@BAHSTS.COM
WALAAHA RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37373727 or AYMAN.MO-
HAMMED1988@GMAIL.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CABIN CREW / FLIGHT STEWARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17337804 or recruitment@gulfair.com
ABO AL AYOOSH RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35041237 or 
IROSHANLAKSHANTHA25@GMAIL.COM
Uco Engineering W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17731717 
or hr@bakgroup.net
JALALUDDIN INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 66947458 
or JALAUDDIN39394047@GMAIL.COM
PLAYLIST ENTERTAINMENT BAHRAIN has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ARTIST(DIS-
PLAY), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37777845 or ARIFALBOLUSHI@GMAIL.COM
I M P (MIDDLE EAST) W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17296363 or prakash@
khnk152.com
AL AREEN PALACE AND SPA W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17845000 or ADNAN.
ASLAM@LPODWATERPARK.COM
Cinqo Contracting W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17100190 
or satish@cinqo-me.com
KANAN DECOR has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17642686 or hemanth.
accounts@aalifurniture.com
AWAL GULF MANUFACTURING CO.  (UNDER RE-
ORGANIZATION) B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OPERATOR(COOLING DE-
VICE), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17738333 or khalid@awalgulf.com.bh
Dessange Beauty Center WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANICURIST, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17710271 or habib@
alghalia.com
ZY FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33007851 or RCDBH50@GMAIL.COM
TURK MECHANICAL INDUSTRIES CO.W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17700165 or ALITURK@TURK.BH
CHOF CHOF W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36125010 or CHOF.PAN-
CAKES@GMAIL.COM
MULTANA SCRAP W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33984898 or RANA-
MUNIR15@GMAIL.COM
ZAFAR IQBAL MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35147020 or VISIAAND27@GMAIL.COM

QN DECORE 2 W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39408816 or ABBAS78@
BATELCO.COM.BH
NEON STAR BUILDING CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39890033 
or ABDULHUSAINMANSOORI@GMAIL.COM
WAIKA RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33315335 or ALWA-
HADC@GMAIL.COM
AL AWAN MECANICAL WORK SHOP has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39826402 or 
MO35MALIK@HOTMAIL.COM
BURGER ZOOM W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36020031 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
FORCE POINT SECURITY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 66767587 
or Forceps17@gmail.com
T AND A MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33548784 or MOONFLARE20@GMAIL.COM
TYRE LEADER BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33143243 or SHIB-
IN@MOTORSPORT.ME
ZAID CENTER  SUPERMARKET has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33903693 or 
BINDALALCLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
ABU BACKER FOR METAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35352217 or 
CHACHAKOKON@GMAIL.COM
HUSAIN ISA H.   MOHAMED (191188) has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSULTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33555166 
or HGOOD8908@GMAIL.COM
HUSAIN ISA H.   MOHAMED (191188) has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33555166 or 
HGOOD8908@GMAIL.COM
HASAN ASGHAR CONSTRUCTION OF BUILD-
INGS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33555166 or S2N2N259HERBH12@
GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED RASHID A.Q. ALROWAIE / AAD AL-
TAIR-8598 has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FISHERMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39456786 or ROWAIE2@GMAIL.COM
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CONTRACT-
ING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
TOUSEEF SUPPORT SERVIES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33410786 
or NIGHIBANCONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM
EASTERN AREA GARAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36665280 or hhimakki@
outlook.com
Rock Weed Trading Company W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17001599 or JR@ROCKWEEDINTL.COM
SUPER TOUCH WHITE LAUNDRY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKERS(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33220052 or WEHELP4U@GMAIL.COM
U S F BIKES  SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WHEELBARROW WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 34168877 
or ALIJAAAN83@GMAIL.COM
BHIMBER CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37050560 or BURJAL-
HARAMSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
FATENAT ALKHALEEJ BEAUTY CENTRE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39966051 or beauty.gulf@hotmail.com
TREE TOP FOR MARKETING & PROMOTION 
ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33489919 or 
DUNYAKHAMIS86@GMAIL.COM
WPA BAHRAIN SPORTS  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36365636 or HHALNU-
SUF@GMAIL.COM
S P R R T T CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34342082 or SHUB.
BH.IND@GMAIL.COM
THAILAND CONSULTANCY BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17331122 or 
SPARK25718@GMAIL.COM
kani Cleaning w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34133722 or KANI1CONSTRUCTION@
GMAIL.COM
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