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ad a very good
meeting with
Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni. The India-Italy
Strategic Partnership is
growing from strength
to strength, greatly ben-
efitting the people of our
nations.
@narendramodi
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e need peace in

Gaza: By uphold-
ing the ceasefire & fully
implementing the com-
mitments of the peace
agreement. And by estab-
lishing a credible politi-
cal path towards ending
the occupation & leading
to a two-state solution
that enables Israelis &
Palestinians to live in
peace & security.

@antonioguterres

Together with our Eu-
ropean and G7 part-
ners, we welcome the
United States’ efforts to
bring peace to Ukraine.
It shows one thing: every-
one wants peace — except
Russia, which contin-
ues to stubbornly bomb
Ukraine.
@EmmanuelMacron

04

he Ukrainian dele-
gation is working in
Geneva today, focused on
finding doable solutions
to end the war, restore
peace, and guarantee last-
ing security.
@2Zelenskyyua

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
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Theodosius I makes his adven-
tus, or first formal entry, into
Constantinople

1042

Dutch explorer Abel Tas-
man is the first European
to discover Van Diemen’s
Land (Tasmania)
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Trump blasts Ukraine
for ‘zero gratitude’

Top US, Ukrainian representatives met in Geneva for talks

AFP | Washington, United States

S President Donald
l | Trump yesterday ac-

cused Ukraine again of
lacking “gratitude” for Wash-
ington’s support against Rus-
sia’s invasion, as top US and
Ukrainian representatives met
in Geneva for talks on a propos-
al to halt the war.

“UKRAINE ‘LEADERSHIP’ HAS
EXPRESSED ZERO GRATITUDE
FOR OUR EFFORTS,” Trump
wrote on his Truth Social plat-
form, while also re-airing frus-
tration at the war’s “HUMAN
CATASTROPHE” and attacking
his predecessor Joe Biden, but
offering no direct condem-
nation of Moscow.

Trump’s blast
at Ukraine and
the Us allies
reflected
the Republi-
can’s annoy-
ance over
the war,
which be-
gan when
Russia launched
its full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in
2022, seizing and
destroying swaths of
territory.

Trump claimed in his
presidential campaign
last year that he would

Ukraine says new draft of US plan
reflects Kyiv's ‘key priorities’

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

he latest version of the US

draft plan for ending war

in Ukraine now includes most

of Kyiv’s “key priorities”, its

negotiator said yesterday, af-

ter holding a few rounds of
talks in Geneva.

broker a peace within 24 hours.
However, his sporadic diplo-
matic efforts have made little
ground and he faces fierce criti-
cism from within his own party
for a new 28-point plan being
discussed in Geneva
that would deliver
several of Russia’s
key war aims.
While Trump
has previous-
ly said he is
disappoint-
4‘ i ed in Pu-
tin, he
rarely
criti-
cizes

“The current version of
the document, although still
in the final stages of approv-
al, already reflects most of
Ukraine’s key priorities,” ne-
gotiator Rustem Umerov said,
adding: “We look forward to
further progress throughout
the day.”

the Kremlin leader directly or
condemns the invasion, instead
pressuring Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky.

In yesterday’s social media
post, he criticized European
countries that he said contin-
ued to buy oil from Russia and
called Biden “crooked Joe” for
giving Ukraine weapons “free,
free, free”

The only mention of Putin in
the lengthy post was to claim
that the Russian president
thought “Now is my chance!”
to invade Ukraine only because
“Sleepy Joe” Biden was in of-
fice.

Zelensky has repeatedly ex-
pressed thanks for the huge Us
military support to Ukraine,
which continues to bat-
tle the occupying Rus-
sian forces across a
front hundreds of
miles long.

Turkey’s Erdogan says will speak with Putin

Johanneshurg, South Africa

urkey’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said yes-
terday he would speak with
Russia’s Vladimir Putin Mon-
day, just days after the US un-
veiled a controversial plan to
end the Ukraine war.
“Tomorrow I will have a
phone call with Mr. Putin,” he
told a news conference at the
G20 in South Africa, follow-
ing pushback from Kyiv and
its allies over the draft plan
which accepts some of Russia’s

hardline demands. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has given
Ukraine until November 27 to
approve the plan to end the
nearly four-year conflict.

Erdogan said Turkey would
leave no stone unturned to try
and broker an end to the con-
flict.

“So many people have died; I
will discuss with (Putin) what
steps we can take to stop these
deaths. After these discussions,
I believe I will have the oppor-
tunity to discuss the outcome
with our European partners,

Mr. Trump, and other friends,”
he said.

On November 19, Erdogan
hosted Ukrainian leader Volo-
dymyr Zelensky in Ankara for
talks in which he urged both
sides to return to the negoti-
ating table in Istanbul where
they had held three rounds of
negotiations earlier this year.

Zelensky had said he was
heading to Ankara to try and
revive US involvement in diplo-
matic efforts to end the Russian
invasion, saying he wanted to
revive the frozen peace talks.

P

Libyan men in traditional costumes ride horses during a Fantasia show in the coastal city of Zliten

1859 1950

English naturalist Charles Darwin pub-
lishes “On the Origin of Species,” radically
changing the view of evolution and laying
the foundation for evolutionary biology

UN troops begin an
assault intending
to end the Korean
War by Christmas

G20 grapples with
splintering world order

Johannesburg, South Africa

20 leaders wrapping up

a summit in South Africa
on Sunday hailed multilater-
alism -- even as they struggled
to adapt to a changing world
order beset by go-it-alone US
policies, wars and deepening
geopolitical rivalries.

"Too many countries are re-
treating into geopolitical blocs
or the battlegrounds of pro-
tectionism,” Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney told
reporters.

He added: "We are not ex-
periencing a transition, but a
rupture.”

He and the other leaders at
the summit -- which was boy-
cotted by the United States
-- held a searching discussion
on how the G20 can survive in
a fragmenting world.

South African President Cyr-
il Ramaphosa said, just before
bringing the gavel down on the
summit, that the meeting took
place "at a crucial time, as calls
around the world grow louder
for progress on the imperatives
of our time”.

Despite challenges to inter-
national cooperation, Rama-
phosa said a joint declaration
by G20 leaders issued early
in the meeting "reaffirms our
renewed commitment to mul-
tilateral cooperation and our
recognition that our shared
goals outweigh our differenc-
es”.

Dozens of leaders from key

economies around the world
-- including Europe, China,
India, Japan, Turkey, Brazil
and Australia -- attended the
summit, the first to be held in
Africa.

In their G20 statement, they
said their meeting was held
"against the backdrop of rising
geopolitical and geo-economic
competition and instability,
heightened conflicts and wars,
deepening inequality, increas-
ing global economic uncertain-
ty and fragmentation”.

French President Emmanuel
Macron on Saturday warned
that "the G20 may be coming
to the end of a cycle”.

Noting difficulties in finding
a common stance on conflicts
around the world, he argued
it should refocus just on stra-
tegic economic issues going
forward.

YOU

KNOW WHAT

The G20 -- comprising 19
nations plus the European
Union and the African Union
-- was founded in the wake of
the 1997-1998 Asian financial
crisis, and its original mission
was to boost global econom-

ic and financial stability.

Six airlines cancel Venezuela
flights after US warning

Airport in Bogota
AFP | Caracas, Venezuela

Six airlines cancelled flights
to Venezuela on Satur-
day, an industry group said,
after the US aviation regula-
tor warned of dangers from
"heightened military activity”
amid a major buildup of Amer-
ican forces in the region.

Spain’s Iberia, Portugal’s
TAP, Chile’s LATAM, Colom-
bia’s Avianca, Brazil’s GOL and
Trinidad and Tobago’s Car-
ibbean have suspended their
flights to the country, said
Marisela de Loaiza, president
of the Venezuelan Airlines As-
sociation (ALAV).

She did not specify how long
the flight suspensions would
last. Panama’s Copa Airlines,
Spain’s Air Europa and PlusUl-
tra, Turkish Airlines, and Ven-
ezuela’s LASER are continuing
to operate flights for now.

The US Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration on Friday urged

LATAM airline planes are pictured on the tarmac at El Dorado
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civilian aircraft in Venezuelan
airspace to "exercise caution”
due to the "worsening secu-
rity situation and heightened
military activity in or around
Venezuela.”

"Threats could pose a po-
tential risk to aircraft at all
altitudes, including during
overflight, the arrival and de-
parture phases of flight, and/
or airports and aircraft on the
ground,” it said.

Washington has sent an air-
craft carrier strike group, oth-
er Navy warships as well as
stealth aircraft to the region --
deployments it says are aimed
at curbing drug trafficking but
which have sparked fears in
Caracas that regime change is
the goal. A US terrorism desig-
nation takes effect Monday for
a drug cartel allegedly headed
by leftist Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro -- a move that
some believe could presage
military action against his gov-
ernment.



