
BEING DEEPLY LOVED BY SOMEONE 
GIVES YOU STRENGTH, WHILE 
LOVING SOMEONE DEEPLY GIVES 
YOU COURAGE
LAO TZU
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HISTORY
Theodosius I makes his adven-
tus, or first formal entry, into 
Constantinople

Dutch explorer Abel Tas-
man is the first European 
to discover Van Diemen’s 

Land (Tasmania)

English naturalist Charles Darwin pub-
lishes “On the Origin of Species,” radically 
changing the view of evolution and laying 
the foundation for evolutionary biology

UN troops begin an 
assault intending 

to end the Korean 
War by Christmas
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We need peace in 
Gaza: By uphold-

ing the ceasefire & fully 
implementing the com-
mitments of the peace 
agreement. And by estab-
lishing a credible politi-
cal path towards ending 
the occupation & leading 
to a two-state solution 
that enables Israelis & 
Palestinians to live in 
peace & security.

@antonioguterres

Together with our Eu-
ropean and G7 part-

ners, we welcome the 
United States’ efforts to 
bring peace to Ukraine.              
It shows one thing: every-
one wants peace — except 
Russia, which contin-
ues to stubbornly bomb 
Ukraine.

@EmmanuelMacron

The Ukrainian dele-
gation is working in 

Geneva today, focused on 
finding doable solutions 
to end the war, restore 
peace, and guarantee last-
ing security. 

@ZelenskyyUa

Had a very  good 
m e e t i n g  w i t h 

Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni. The India-Italy 
Strategic Partnership is 
growing from strength 
to strength, greatly ben-
efitting the people of our 
nations. 

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u Fifty of the more than 
300 children snatched by gunmen 
from a Catholic school in Nigeria have 
escaped their captors, a Christian 
group said yesterday.  Gunmen on 
Friday raided St Mary’s co-education 
school in Niger state, taking 303 
children and 12 teachers in one of the 
largest mass kidnappings in Nigeria. 
The abduction came days after gunmen 
stormed a secondary school in neighbouring 
Kebbi state, abducting 25 girls. “We have 
received some good news as fifty pupils 
escaped and have reunited with their 
parents,” said the Christian Association of 
Nigeria in a statement, adding they escaped 
between Friday and Saturday. The number of boys and girls - aged between eight 
and 18 years - kidnapped from St Mary’s is almost half of the school’s student 
population of 629. The Nigerian government has yet to comment on the number of 
students and teachers abducted.

u Brazil is “very concerned” about a US 
military build-up near Venezuela, fearing a conflict, 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said yesterday, 
adding he intended to speak with US counterpart 
Donald Trump about it. “I am very concerned about 
the military apparatus that the United States has 

placed in the Caribbean Sea. I am very concerned, and I intend to discuss this with 
President Trump because it worries me,” Lula told reporters in Johannesburg 
after attending a G20 summit. “I think there is no reason to have a war now,” he 
said. “Let us not repeat the mistake that happened in the war between Russia and 
Ukraine. That is to say, once a shot is fired, it is hard to predict how it will end.” 
The United States has sent an aircraft carrier strike group, other navy warships as 
well as stealth aircraft to the region near Venezuela. On Friday it warned civilian 
aircraft in Venezuelan airspace to “exercise caution”. 
US forces have conducted strikes on more than 20 
vessels in the Caribbean Sea and eastern Pacific 
since September, killing more than 80 people. US 
officials allege they were drug-runners, but provided 
no evidence.

u Hundreds of thousands of new voters 
have registered to cast their ballot in Nepal’s first 
polls since a mass uprising in September ousted the 
government, election officials said yesterday.  Election 
Commission spokesman Narayan Prasad Bhattarai 
told AFP there was “a total of 837,094 registered 
names” of first-time voters. Bhattarai said that by 
Friday, 123 established parties had registered to take 
part in the March 5 parliamentary polls, while another 40 new slates await further 
verification to be allowed to run. Interest in participating in the elections has 
surged, especially among young people who see it as a critical test of whether the 
demands of protesters who took to the streets against economic hardships and 
government corruption can translate into meaningful change.

Brazil ‘very 
concerned’ about 
US naval build-up 
near Venezuela

Over 800,000 
new voters register 
for Nepal post-

uprising polls

50 children 
kidnapped from 
Nigerian Catholic 
school escape 

captivity

The G20 -- comprising 19 
nations plus the European 

Union and the African Union 
-- was founded in the wake of 
the 1997-1998 Asian financial 
crisis, and its original mission 
was to boost global econom-
ic and financial stability.

KNOW WHAT

Israel says targeted Hezbollah 
chief of staff in Beirut strike

The strike took place in Beirut’s southern suburbs

• Israel said would do 
“everything necessary” 
to stop Hezbollah

• Lebanon says 5 
killed, 28 wounded in 
Israel’s Beirut strike

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel said it had carried out 
an air strike yesterday tar-
geting Hezbollah’s chief of 

staff in Beirut, leaving a smoking 
hole in the side of an apartment 
building and debris scattered 
in the street, according to AFP 
journalists.

Lebanon’s health ministry re-
ported at least one person killed 
in the strike, and 21 people 
wounded, calling it a “prelimi-
nary toll”.

The strike took place in Bei-
rut’s southern suburbs, a densely 
populated area where Hezbollah 
holds sway, and caused “injuries 
and significant damage”, accord-
ing to Lebanon’s official National 
News Agency (NNA).

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s office said 
he had given the orders for the 
attack -- the latest against a tar-
get in Lebanon despite a year-
long ceasefire between Israel and 
Iran-backed Hezbollah.

“A short while ago, in the heart 
of Beirut, the IDF (Israeli mil-

itary) attacked the Hezbollah 
chief of staff, who had been lead-
ing the terrorist organisation’s 
buildup and rearmament,” the 
premier’s office said in a state-
ment.

“Israel is determined to act 
to achieve its objectives every-
where and at all times.”

An AFP correspondent at the 
scene said the strike hit the third 
and fourth floors of a nine-sto-
rey building, with ambulances 
gathered around it and rescuers 
inspecting the apartments.

NNA reported three missiles 
were fired at the building in the 
Haret Hreik area, damaging vehi-

cles and other nearby structures.
Israel has carried out near-dai-

ly strikes in Lebanon since the 
November 2024 ceasefire that 
sought to end more than a year of 
hostilities with Hezbollah, usual-
ly saying it is striking members of 
the group in the country’s south 
and east.

Sunday’s strike, however, was 
the first on Beirut’s southern 
suburbs since June 5, when Is-
rael said it hit a Hezbollah drone 
factory.

It follows an earlier strike 
on the southern town of Aita 
al-Shaab, which the Lebanese 
health ministry said killed one 

person.
Hezbollah was weakened 

by its fight with Israel, which 
it started in support of its ally 
Hamas in Gaza in October 2023 
with cross-border exchanges of 
fire that later escalated into two 
months of full-blown war.

Since then, Lebanon has come 
under increasing Israeli and 
American pressure to disarm 
Hezbollah, a move that group 
has rejected.

Netanyahu had insisted earlier 
on Sunday that Israel would do 
“everything necessary” to stop 
Hezbollah from regrouping in 
Lebanon.

Workers clean the rubble from the site of an Israeli air attack that targeted a residential building in Beirut’s southern Haret 
Hreik neighborhood

Trump blasts Ukraine 
for ‘zero gratitude’

Top US, Ukrainian representatives met in Geneva for talks
AFP | Washington, United States

US President  Donald 
Trump yesterday ac-
cused Ukraine again of 

lacking “gratitude” for Wash-
ington’s support against Rus-
sia’s invasion, as top US and 
Ukrainian representatives met 
in Geneva for talks on a propos-
al to halt the war.

“UKRAINE ‘LEADERSHIP’ HAS 
EXPRESSED ZERO GRATITUDE 
FOR OUR EFFORTS,” Trump 
wrote on his Truth Social plat-
form, while also re-airing frus-
tration at the war’s “HUMAN 
CATASTROPHE” and attacking 
his predecessor Joe Biden, but 
offering no direct condem-
nation of Moscow.

Trump’s blast 
at Ukraine and 
the US allies 
r e f l e c t e d 
the Republi-
can’s annoy-
ance over 
the  war, 
which be-
gan when 
Russia launched 
its full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in 
2022, seizing and 
destroying swaths of 
territory.

Trump claimed in his 
presidential campaign 
last year that he would 

broker a peace within 24 hours.
However, his sporadic diplo-

matic efforts have made little 
ground and he faces fierce criti-
cism from within his own party 
for a new 28-point plan being 

discussed in Geneva 
that would deliver 

several of Russia’s 
key war aims.

While Trump 
has previous-

ly said he is 
disappoint-

ed in Pu-
tin,  he 
r a r e l y 
c r i t i -
c i z e s 

the Kremlin leader directly or 
condemns the invasion, instead 
pressuring Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky.

In yesterday’s social media 
post, he criticized European 
countries that he said contin-
ued to buy oil from Russia and 
called Biden “crooked Joe” for 
giving Ukraine weapons “free, 
free, free.”

The only mention of Putin in 
the lengthy post was to claim 
that the Russian president 
thought “Now is my chance!” 
to invade Ukraine only because 
“Sleepy Joe” Biden was in of-
fice.

Zelensky has repeatedly ex-
pressed thanks for the huge US 

military support to Ukraine, 
which continues to bat-

tle the occupying Rus-
sian forces across a 

front hundreds of 
miles long.

Ukraine says new draft of US plan 
reflects Kyiv’s ‘key priorities’
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

The latest version of the US 
draft plan for ending war 

in Ukraine now includes most 
of Kyiv’s “key priorities”, its 
negotiator said yesterday, af-
ter holding a few rounds of 
talks in Geneva.

“The current version of 
the document, although still 
in the final stages of approv-
al, already reflects most of 
Ukraine’s key priorities,” ne-
gotiator Rustem Umerov said, 
adding: “We look forward to 
further progress throughout 
the day.”

Libyan men in traditional costumes ride horses during a Fantasia show in the coastal city of Zliten

Fantasia

G20 grapples with 
splintering world order
Johannesburg, South Africa

G20 leaders wrapping up 
a summit in South Africa 

on Sunday hailed multilater-
alism -- even as they struggled 
to adapt to a changing world 
order beset by go-it-alone US 
policies, wars and deepening 
geopolitical rivalries.

"Too many countries are re-
treating into geopolitical blocs 
or the battlegrounds of pro-
tectionism," Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney told 
reporters.

He added: "We are not ex-
periencing a transition, but a 
rupture."

He and the other leaders at 
the summit -- which was boy-
cotted by the United States 
-- held a searching discussion 
on how the G20 can survive in 
a fragmenting world.

South African President Cyr-
il Ramaphosa said, just before 
bringing the gavel down on the 
summit, that the meeting took 
place "at a crucial time, as calls 
around the world grow louder 
for progress on the imperatives 
of our time".

Despite challenges to inter-
national cooperation, Rama-
phosa said a joint declaration 
by G20 leaders issued early 
in the meeting "reaffirms our 
renewed commitment to mul-
tilateral cooperation and our 
recognition that our shared 
goals outweigh our differenc-
es".

Dozens of leaders from key 

economies around the world 
-- including Europe, China, 
India, Japan, Turkey, Brazil 
and Australia -- attended the 
summit, the first to be held in 
Africa.

In their G20 statement, they 
said their meeting was held 
"against the backdrop of rising 
geopolitical and geo-economic 
competition and instability, 
heightened conflicts and wars, 
deepening inequality, increas-
ing global economic uncertain-
ty and fragmentation".

French President Emmanuel 
Macron on Saturday warned 
that "the G20 may be coming 
to the end of a cycle".

Noting difficulties in finding 
a common stance on conflicts 
around the world, he argued 
it should refocus just on stra-
tegic economic issues going 
forward.

Boos, blowups and last-minute pause as a chaotic COP30 closes out

• India hailed the deal 
as “meaningful,” while 
Europe, aside from a 
technical objection, 
largely stayed silent

AFP | Belem, Brazil

Jabs about greedy children, 
boos for the Vatican, and pro-

ceedings suspended for more 
than an hour: the COP30 finale 
unfolded with the same chaotic 
energy that defined the summit, 
exposing the rifts that came close 
to derailing a deal.

Andre Correa do Lago, the 
dapper Brazilian diplomat who 
presided over the two-week af-
fair in Belem, opened the final 
plenary on Saturday afternoon, 
nearly a full day behind schedule, 
after nations worked through the 
night to find a text they could all 
live with.

Bleary-eyed delegates took 
their seats, eager to see the mara-
thon talks finally come to an end.

The summit in this rough-
around-the-edges Amazonian 
city had already been inter-
rupted twice by Indigenous 
protesters last week -- once 
when they breached the com-
pound and clashed with secu-
rity, another time when they 
blocked delegates from enter-
ing -- before a fierce blaze on 

Thursday triggered a panicked  
evacuation.

A round of cheers broke out 
when Correa do Lago brought 
down his gavel and announced 
the adoption of the "Mutirao" 
text -- a Portuguese word of In-
digenous origin meaning "col-
lective efforts" that was also the 
summit's slogan.

Early in the session, a rep-
resentative from the Holy See 
earned loud boos from NGOs after 
taking the mic to read out the 
Vatican's definition of gender 
along strict biological lines -- a 
side story at this COP after sev-
eral governments, from Iran to 
Argentina, sought to clarify their 
positions in the gender and cli-
mate action plan.

But the drama did not end 
there.

After a COP defined by a bit-
ter struggle between dozens of 
nations including the European 
Union pushing for a "roadmap" 
to transition away from fossil fu-
els, and oil producers and emerg-
ing economies firmly resisting 
it, the session saw an unusual 
procedural clash.

Daniela Duran of Colombia 
declared that her country had 
raised a point of order in a side 
text that was gaveled through 
anyway, and was now formally 
objecting.

Rather than brush her aside, 
Correa do Lago suspended the 
plenary, in an uncommon move 
that signaled Brazil's determi-

nation to show it was handling 
concerns seriously.

Observers suggested the pause 
likely reflected Colombia's deep 
frustration: the country had 
been at the forefront of efforts 
to include a "roadmap," and was 
displeased with how the talks 
concluded.

Diplomats huddled as the sus-
pension dragged on for more 
than an hour before the plenary 
finally resumed.

"I have not slept, and probably 
this has not helped, as well as 
my advanced age," said Correa 
do Lago, in his mid-sixties, apol-
ogizing as he blamed an honest 
mistake for missing Colombia's 
point of order.

Still, Russia -- often aligned 
with Brazil in international fo-
rums -- chose to voice its dis-
pleasure, objecting to the ob-
jections.

India hailed the deal as "mean-
ingful," while Europe, aside from 
a technical objection, largely 
stayed silent, underscoring how 
far the West had been knocked 
onto the back foot.

British energy secretary Ed 
Miliband cut an isolated figure, 
telling AFP during the enforced 
break that a climate agreement 
only implicitly referencing oil, 
coal and gas was still "important 
in the context of the US leaving 
Paris," even as he conceded "it's 
not everything we would have 
wanted."=

COP30 President Andre Correa do Lago (C) listens to his advisers next to United 
Nations Climate Change Executive Secretary Simon Stiell (L) after the plenary 
session was interrupted following Colombia’s intervention at the COP30 UN 
Climate Change Conference in Belem, Para state, Bra

Six airlines cancel Venezuela 
flights after US warning

AFP | Caracas, Venezuela

Six airlines cancelled flights 
to Venezuela on Satur-

day, an industry group said, 
after the US aviation regula-
tor warned of dangers from 
"heightened military activity" 
amid a major buildup of Amer-
ican forces in the region.

Spain's Iberia, Portugal's 
TAP, Chile's LATAM, Colom-
bia's Avianca, Brazil's GOL and 
Trinidad and Tobago's Car-
ibbean have suspended their 
flights to the country, said 
Marisela de Loaiza, president 
of the Venezuelan Airlines As-
sociation (ALAV).

She did not specify how long 
the flight suspensions would 
last. Panama's Copa Airlines, 
Spain's Air Europa and PlusUl-
tra, Turkish Airlines, and Ven-
ezuela's LASER are continuing 
to operate flights for now.

The US Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration on Friday urged 

civilian aircraft in Venezuelan 
airspace to "exercise caution" 
due to the "worsening secu-
rity situation and heightened 
military activity in or around 
Venezuela."

"Threats could pose a po-
tential risk to aircraft at all 
altitudes, including during 
overflight, the arrival and de-
parture phases of flight, and/
or airports and aircraft on the 
ground," it said.

Washington has sent an air-
craft carrier strike group, oth-
er Navy warships as well as 
stealth aircraft to the region -- 
deployments it says are aimed 
at curbing drug trafficking but 
which have sparked fears in 
Caracas that regime change is 
the goal. A US terrorism desig-
nation takes effect Monday for 
a drug cartel allegedly headed 
by leftist Venezuelan leader 
Nicolas Maduro -- a move that 
some believe could presage 
military action against his gov-
ernment.

LATAM airline planes are pictured on the tarmac at El Dorado International 
Airport in Bogota

Turkey’s Erdogan says will speak with Putin
Johannesburg, South Africa

Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said yes-

terday he would speak with 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin Mon-
day, just days after the US un-
veiled a controversial plan to 
end the Ukraine war.

“Tomorrow I will have a 
phone call with Mr. Putin,” he 
told a news conference at the 
G20 in South Africa, follow-
ing pushback from Kyiv and 
its allies over the draft plan 
which accepts some of Russia’s 

hardline demands. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has given 
Ukraine until November 27 to 
approve the plan to end the 
nearly four-year conflict.

Erdogan said Turkey would 
leave no stone unturned to try 
and broker an end to the con-
flict.

“So many people have died; I 
will discuss with (Putin) what 
steps we can take to stop these 
deaths. After these discussions, 
I believe I will have the oppor-
tunity to discuss the outcome 
with our European partners, 

Mr. Trump, and other friends,” 
he said.

On November 19, Erdogan 
hosted Ukrainian leader Volo-
dymyr Zelensky in Ankara for 
talks in which he urged both 
sides to return to the negoti-
ating table in Istanbul where 
they had held three rounds of 
negotiations earlier this year.

Zelensky had said he was 
heading to Ankara to try and 
revive US involvement in diplo-
matic efforts to end the Russian 
invasion, saying he wanted to 
revive the frozen peace talks.

Daughter of S.Africa president accused of 
recruiting for Russian forces
AFP | Johannesburg, South 
Africa

South African police are 
investigating claims that 

a daughter of ex-president 
Jacob Zuma was involved in 
recruiting men to join Russian 
mercenaries in the Ukraine 
war, they said yesterday.

The allegations against Du-
duzile Zuma-Sambudla, an 
MP in her father’s MK political 
party, were made by one of her 
sisters in an affidavit asking for 
a formal investigation, police 
said.

I t  c l a i m s  Z u m a - S a m -
budla and two other people 
were involved in recruiting 
17 South Africans whom the 
presidency said this month it 
had been asked t o 
rescue from 
Ukraine’s 
war-rav-
a g e d 
D o n -
b a s 
r e -
gion.

I t 
was al-
l e g e d 
t h e 
“ m e n 
were 

lured to Russia under false pre-
tences and handed to a Russian 
mercenary group to fight in the 
Ukrainian war without their 
knowledge or consent,” the 
statement said.

The case had been handed 
to a special police unit that 
investigates crimes against the 
state to determine the charges.

The presidency said in early 
November it had been asked 
to bring home the 17 men who 
were allegedly “trapped” in 
Donbas after being lured there 
“under the pretext of lucrative 
employment contracts”.

The war that started with 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
in 2022 has drawn in merce-
naries on both sides, including 
from several African countries.

Reports in South African 
media said the men were al-

legedly sent to Russia for 
security training by the op-

position MK party, which 
is headed by Zuma, the 
president between 2009 
and 2018.

It is illegal for South 
Africans to join for-
eign armies unless 

authorised by the 
government.

Duduzile 
Zuma-
Sambudla


