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HISTORY
 1st observation of Transit of Ve-
nus by Jeremiah Horrocks and 
William Crabtree - helped estab-
lish size of the Solar System

English naturalist Charles Darwin pub-
lishes “On the Origin of Species” radically 
changing the view of evolution and laying 
the foundation for evolutionary biology

UN troops begin an 
assault intending to 
end Korean War by 
Christmas

Most complete early human skeleton (Lucy, 
Australopithecus) discovered by Donald Johanson, 
Maurice Taieb, Yves Coppens and Tim White in the 

Middle Awash of Ethiopia’s Afar Depression
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More and more over 
time, as we hew 

closer to the truth, Twit-
ter will earn the trust of 
the people

@elonmusk

I welcome @Europarl_
EN decision to rec-

ognize Russia as a state 
sponsor of terrorism 
and as a state which uses 
means of terrorism. Rus-
sia must be isolated at all 
levels and held account-
able in order to end its 
long-standing policy of 
terrorism in Ukraine and 
across the globe.

@ZelenskyyUa

As a nation we have 
many obligations, but 

we have only one truly 
sacred obligation: to pre-
pare our men and women 
in uniform when we send 
them into harm’s way — 
and to care for them and 
their families when they 
return home. And I prom-
ise: we will meet our ob-
ligation.

@POTUS

Birthday greetings to 
Lok Sabha Speaker 

Shri Om Birla Ji. His ef-
forts to further strength-
en our Parliamentary de-
mocracy are commend-
able. He is also admired 
for his rich intellect and 
Constitutional knowl-
edge. Praying for his long 
and healthy life.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u The US military yesterday 
said debris analysis has concluded that 
the same type of Iranian drone that 
Tehran has supplied to Russia for its 
invasion of Ukraine was used to attack 
a commercial tanker off the coast 
of Oman a week ago. The US Navy’s 
Bahrain-based 5th Fleet published 
photos and details of its investigation into the 
attack on the Liberian-flagged Pacific Zircon tanker, 
including debris from the Shahed-136 drone itself. 
In a statement, the Navy said the drone ripped a 
30-inch-wide (76 cm) hole into the back of the ship, 
and the explosive impact damaged a shipboard 
boiler, potable water tank and life raft. “The Iranian attack on a commercial 
tanker transiting international waters was deliberate, flagrant and dangerous, 
endangering the lives of the ship’s crew and destabilizing maritime security in the 
Middle East,” Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, the top U.S. Navy commander in the Middle 
East, said in a statement.

u British navy frigates and destroyers will be given advanced long-range 
anti-ship missiles in a new deal agreed by defence minister Ben Wallace with 
Norway announced yesterday. The Naval Strike Missiles made by Kongsberg 

Gruppen ASA will be used on eleven British Type 
23 frigates and Type 45 destroyers, the Ministry 
of Defence (MoD) said in a statement. Measuring 
nearly 4 metres long, the missiles can strike enemy 
ships and targets on land at distances of more than 
100 nautical miles (115 miles) at subsonic speeds, 

the MoD said.

u Canadian police said on Tuesday they 
were investigating reports of Chinese “police service 
stations” operating in the Greater Toronto Area 
for possible interference in Canadian interests and 
threats to national security. Canada joins countries 
including the United States and the Netherlands to 
launch such investigations after Safeguard Defenders, a Europe-based human 
rights organization, published a report in September revealing the presence of 
dozens of Chinese police “service stations” in major cities around the world. The 
stations are an extension of Beijing’s efforts to pressure some Chinese nationals 
or their relatives abroad to return to China to face criminal charges, the report by 
Safeguard Defenders said.

u A number of units were shut down at the 
Pivdennoukrainsk nuclear power plant in southern 
Ukraine yesterday because of a loss of power during 
Russian air strikes across Ukraine, Ukraine’s nuclear 
energy firm Energoatom said. “Everything is fine 
with the station. There is nowhere to generate 

electricity,” an Energoatom spokesperson said of the plant in the Mykolaiv region. 
A local official said units were also not operating at the Khmelnytskyi nuclear 
power plant in western Ukraine.

UK navy ships 
to be armed with 
advanced long-
range strike missiles

Canada probes 
reports of Chinese 
‘police service 
stations’ in Toronto

Russian air 
strikes hit operations 
at Ukrainian nuclear 

power plants

Debris analysis 
shows Iran-made 
drone attacked 

tanker -US Navy

Opportunity was the second 
of the two rovers launched 
in 2003 to land on Mars and 

begin traversing the Red 
Planet in search of signs of 

ancient water. The rover 
explored the Martian terrain 
for almost 15 years, far out-
lasting her planned 90-day 

mission.

KNOW

BETTER

‘Good Night Oppy’ about NASA’s rover mission may make you cry
Reuters | Los Angeles

When “Good Night Oppy”, 
which follows NASA rovers 

Opportunity and Spirit before and 
after they land on Mars, launched 
at a film festival in September, the 
documentary had an unexpected 
effect on audiences: they cried.

“It’s funny because I promise 
you we were not having conversa-
tions in the edit room on how we 
would make people cry,” director 
Ryan White told Reuters.

“It is kind of the shocking re-
sounding response to this film 
seems to be people coming up to 
me sheepishly with their hand 
over their mouths saying ‘I cried 
about a robot’.”

The film, which premiered at 
the Telluride Film Festival in Col-
orado in September, looks at the 
Mars Exploration Rover (MER) 
mission, which NASA launched 
in 2003.

Both rovers, which were so-
lar powered, were expected to 
only live for 90 Martian solar 

days (SOLs) but Opportunity (or 
Oppy) lasted over 14 years until 
it transmitted its last message on 
June 10, 2018.

White wanted to make the film 
after Opportunity’s last message 

“My battery is low and it’s getting 
dark” went viral.

However it is the film’s human 
characters that evoke an emotion-
al response.

White had assumed scientists 

a n d  e n -
g i n e e r s 
would be 
very ac-
a d e m i c 
and un-

emotional, posing a filmmaking 
challenge. “I was totally wrong,” 
said White.

“Once we met the human be-
ing characters, it was an embar-
rassment of riches. These are 
people that are living day to day 
getting to do the things that we 
all dreamed about doing as kids 
... and it’s not just work to them. 
It’s their life. It’s their daughter 
on Mars, as a lot of them see her.”

One of the major comparisons 
made by filmgoers is that the 
rovers look uncannily like the 

Pixar Studios animation 
character “Wall-E”. That 
movie came out in 2008, 
a f - ter the rover 

landings.

“I think the 
c o m p a r i -
s o n s  a r e 

inevita-
ble when 

we’re making a doc about a little 
robot alone on a planet,” White 
said.

“There’s just something so en-
dearing emotionally to that idea.” 
“Good Night Oppy”, currently in 
select US cinemas, begins stream-
ing on Amazon on Nov. 23.

An engineer looks at Mars rover Opportunity at NASA JPL (Jet Propulsion Laboratory) in Pasadena, California, U.S

Twin blasts in Jerusalem kill one
• At least 14 injured in 
two blasts at bus stops

• Hamas praises 
attack, does not claim 
responsibility

• Explosions recall bus 
bomb blasts in 2000-05

Reuters | Jerusalem

Two bombs exploded at bus 
stops on Jerusalem's out-
skirts yesterday, killing a 

16-year-old boy and wounding 
at least 14 other people, Israeli 
authorities said.

Police blamed the initial blast, 
which occurred during rush hour, 
on an explosive device planted at 
a bus station near the city exit. 
The second - about 30 minutes 
later - hit a bus stop in the vicinity 
of an urban settlement in the east 
of the city.

"There has not been such a co-
ordinated attack in Jerusalem for 
many years," police spokesman 
Eli Levi told Israeli Army Radio.

Army Radio said the explosive 
devices were hidden in bags and 
were packed with nails to max-
imise the impact. Kan Radio said 
they appear to have been deto-
nated from afar by mobile phone.

Security camera footage aired 
by N12 news showed the mo-

ment of the first explosion with 
a sudden cloud of smoke billow-
ing from the bus stop. Television 
showed debris strewn around the 
site, which was cordoned off by 
emergency services.

Israel's ambulance service 
said 12 people had been taken to 
hospital from the first blast and 
three people were wounded in 
the second explosion. One of the 
wounded, a 16-year-old, died in 
hospital, the Shaare Zedek Med-
ical Centre said.

The United Nations, the Euro-
pean Union and the United States 
condemned the attacks.

"Terrorism is a dead-end that 
accomplishes absolutely noth-
ing," the US Embassy said on 
Twitter.

In Gaza, a spokesman for Ha-
mas praised the Jerusalem explo-
sions but stopped short of claim-
ing responsibility.

Hamas spokesman Abdel-Latif 
Al-Qanoua linked the blasts to 
"the crimes conducted by the 

(Israeli) occupation and the set-
tlers".

The explosions came as for-
mer prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu negotiates with allies 
to form a new right-wing gov-
ernment including members of 
religious and far-right parties.

One of his allies, ultra-nation-
alist lawmaker Itamar Ben-Gvir 
who heads the Jewish Power par-
ty, visited the scene of the first 
bombing where he demanded 
tough action against militants.

"Even if it's in the West Bank, 
lay siege to them and go from 
house to house in search of guns 
and restore our deterrence pow-
er," said Ben-Gvir, who hopes to 
be appointed police minister in 
the new government.

In a separate incident, Pales-
tinian gunmen late on Tuesday 
abducted the body of an Israe-
li high-school student who had 
died in a Palestinian hospital in 
the West Bank city of Jenin af-

ter being injured in a car crash 
nearby, the teenager's uncle told 
Kan Radio.

A diplomat source told Reuters 
that United Nations was mediat-
ing on the release of the body and 
Israeli military said it expected 
that that would happen soon.

It was unclear why the gunmen 
had taken the body and there was 
no immediate indication of any 
connection between this incident 
and the bombings.

A damaged bus is seen following an explosion at a bus stop in Jerusalem Security and rescue forces work at the scene of an explosion at a bus stop in 
Jerusalem

Walmart Chesapeake shooting: Employee kills 6 and himself in Virginia
Reuters | Chesapeake

A Walmart employee killed six 
people and wounded sever-

al others before fatally shooting 
himself at a store in Chesapeake, 
Virginia, authorities said yester-
day, in the latest episode of gun 
violence in the United States.

The shooter, who has not been 
identified, used a pistol in the 

shooting late Tuesday, wounding 
at least four people in addition to 
the fatalities, Chesapeake Police 
Chief Mark Solesky said at a news 
conference.

US President Joe Biden yes-
terday called the shooting “yet 
another horrific and senseless act 
of violence,” vowing any federal 
resources needed to aid in the 
investigation. In addition to seven 

confirmed dead, including the 
shooter, four people were being 
treated at area hospitals, Solesky 
said.

Employees told media that the 
shooter was a manager at the cav-
ernous Walmart Supercenter just 
off Battlefield Boulevard in Ches-
apeake, a city of about 250,000 
people south of Norfolk.

“I looked up and my manager 

just opened the door and he just 
opened fire,” Briana Tyler said, 
according to ABC News.

“The Battlefield Walmart just 
got shot up by one of my manag-
ers. He killed a couple of people. 
By the grace of God I made it out,” 
another employee, Kevin Harper, 
told CBS. Walmart in a statement 
said it was “shocked” at the vi-
olence at the Chesapeake store 

and it was working closely with 
law enforcement. It is not the 
first mass shooting at a Walmart, 
which has thousands of stores 
across the United States.

At a Walmart in El Paso, Texas, 
in August 2019, 23 people were 
killed in a mass shooting near 
the US-Mexico border in an act 
described as domestic terrorism 
by law enforcement.

Police are not searching for anyone else 
in connection with the attack.

Earthquake shakes 
northwest Turkey, 
50 people injured
Reuters | Istanbul 

An earthquake of magni-
tude 5.9 shook north-

west Turkey and was felt 
in Istanbul early yesterday, 
injuring 50 people and 
damaging some buildings 
in the province of Duzce, 
a  government disaster 
agency and state media  
said.

There were no reports of 
deaths or major destruction 
in the tremor, which struck 
at 04:08 am (0108 GMT) 
with its epicenter in Golya-
ka, a district in Duzce about 
200 km east of Istanbul.

"We almost completed 
our checks in the villages 
around Golyaka. There is 
no severe damage report-
ed; only some barns were 
wrecked in these places," 
Interior Minister Suleyman 
Soylu said on broadcaster 
TRT Haber.

Evoking Castro, Putin and Cuban 
leader pledge to deepen ties
Reuters | Moscow

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and his Cuban coun-

terpart Miguel Diaz-Canel un-
veiled a monument in a north 
Moscow square yesterday to 
Cuban revolutionary leader 
Fidel Castro, pledging to deep-
en their friendship in the face 
of US sanctions against both 
countries.

Castro, who took power in 
1959, is not commemorated 
by statues in his homeland be-
cause, his brother Raul said af-
ter his death in 2016, he want-
ed to avoid a personality cult.

But Putin evoked his mem-
ory as he told Diaz-Canel the 
two countries needed to build 
on the “solid foundation of 
friendship” established be-
tween Castro and Soviet lead-

ers. “It’s a real work of art - 
dynamic, in motion, moving 
forward. It creates the image 
of a fighter,” Putin said of the 
statue, which portrays Castro 
gazing into the distance with 
hands on hips.

Diaz-Canel said through a 
translator: “I think it reflects 
the personality of Fidel in the 
struggle, as we find ourselves 
in struggle today.”

Addressing the Russian par-
liament, Diaz-Canel showed 
his solidarity by directly en-
dorsing Moscow’s stated pre-
text for sending its troops into 
Ukraine. “The reasons for the 
current conflict in this zone 
must be sought in the aggres-
sive policy of the United States 
and the expansion of NATO to-
wards Russia’s borders,” he  
said.

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel and Russian President Vladimir Putin 
attend an unveiling ceremony of a monument to late Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro in Moscow, Russia

Some Russian commanders encouraged 
sexual violence, says lawyer advising Kyiv
Reuters | Kyiv

There is evidence that Rus-
sian commanders in several 

instances were aware of sexual 
violence by military personnel 
in Ukraine “and in some cases, 
encouraging it or even ordering 
it,” according to an internation-
al criminal lawyer assisting Ky-
iv’s war crimes investigations.

British lawyer Wayne Jor-
dash told Reuters that in some 
areas around the capital of Kyiv 
in the north, where the probes 
are most advanced, some of the 
sexual violence involved a lev-
el of organisation by Russian 
armed forces that “speaks to 
planning on a more systematic 
level.” He didn’t identify spe-
cific individuals under scrutiny.

The previously unreported 
findings by investigators about 
the alleged role of commanders 
and the systematic nature of at-
tacks in some locations are part 
of patterns of alleged sexual 

violence that are emerging as 
Russia’s war in Ukraine enters 
its ninth month.

Jordash, who is part of a 
Western-backed team that pro-
vides legal expertise to Ukraine, 

said it was too early to conclude 
how widespread the practice 
was because investigations in 
recently-recaptured areas of 
the northeast and south are at 
an earlier stage. However, the 
patterns suggest that sexual vi-
olence “maybe even more fre-
quent” in territories that were 
occupied for longer periods, 
he added, without providing 
evidence.

Reuters interviewed more 
than twenty people  who 
worked with alleged victims 
- including law enforcement, 
doctors and lawyers - as well 
as an alleged rape victim and 
family members of another.

They shared accounts of al-
leged sexual violence by Rus-
sian armed forces that occurred 
in various parts of Ukraine: 
many included allegations of 
family members being forced 
to watch or multiple soldiers 
participating or acts being con-
ducted at gunpoint.

Gynecologist Agnieszka Kurczuk 
points to where Ukrainian refugees 
she treated were staying in a hostel in 
Piaseczno, Poland

Cat's out 
the bag!
Daily Mail

Surprised officers at a JFK 
International Airport dis-

covered a cat stowed away in-
side a traveler's bag.

Officers discovered the fe-
line in a piece of luggage as it 
was passing through securi-
ty at the New York airport on 
Tuesday morning.

They noticed a tuft of orange 
fur sticking out of a gap in the 
bag's zipper, and upon open-
ing the suitcase discovered the 
ginger cat. 

A spokesperson for the TSA 
said workers were 'shocked' 
by the discovery, which wasn't 
made until after the bag had 
passed through security's 
X-Ray.

The man who owned the bag 
said he did not know he had 
packed the cat, but noted that 
it belonged to someone in the 
home he'd just left.

The owner of the cat later 
told the New York Post that 
the feline's name was Smells, 
and that she likely crawled into 
the bag on her own accord be-
fore the passenger left for the 
airport.

Smells has since been re-
turned to her owner.

We're letting the cat out of 
the bag on a hiss-toric find,' 
they wrote. 'This CATch had 
our baggage screening officers 
@JFKairport saying, 'Come on 

meow'!
One photo showed Smell's 

fur  sticking out of the bag, 
while another showed a TSA 
agent warily opening the lug-
gage and peering inside. 

The cat's owner, a 37-year-
old Brooklyn resident named 
Alix, said she didn't even re-
alize the cat was missing until 
she got a call from the TSA.   

'An officer called and asked 
if I wanted to press charges' 
she told The Post. 'He wanted 
to know if there was any rea-
son he was trying to steal my 
cat and go to Florida.'

Alix insisted the incident 
was merely an accident, and 
that if any were at fault it was 
Smells herself.

A photo of the X-ray image

A TSA agent warily opening the 
luggage and peering inside

US authorises $400 
m in new military 
aid for Ukraine
Reuters | Washington

The United States has au-
thorised an additional 

$400 million in military aid 
to Ukraine, which will in-
clude weapons, munitions 
and air defense equipment, 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said yesterday. 

"The artillery ammuni-
tion, precision fires, air de-
fence missiles, and tactical 
vehicles that we are provid-
ing will best serve Ukraine 
on the battlefield," Blinken 
said in a statement.

President Joe Biden has 
said he expects US aid to 
Ukraine will continue with-
out interruption despite 
skepticism by Republicans, 
who are expected to use 
their new majority to more 
closely monitor the flow of 
aid.

US sanctions Iranian officials amid Tehran’s 
ongoing crackdown on protests
Reuters | Washington

The United States yester-
day targeted three Iranian 

security officials under hu-
man rights-related sanctions, 
the US Treasury Department 
said, citing Tehran's ongoing 
crackdown on protesters in 
Kurdish-majority areas.

The latest US sanctions since 
demonstrations broke out na-
tionwide in response to the 
death of 22-year-old Kurdish 
woman Mahsa Amini in police 
custody in September targeted 
key officials involved in Irani-

an authorities' "particularly 
severe security response" to 
protests in Kurdish cities in 
northwestern Iran, the Treas-
ury Department said.

The sanctions hit two of-
ficials in the Kurdish city of 
Sanandaj, Governor Hassan 
Asgari and Alireza Moradi, 
the commander of the city's 
law enforcement forces. The 
Treasury said Asgari and other 
officials provided a false cause 
of death for a 16-year-old pro-
tester reportedly killed by se-
curity forces.


