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HISTORY
Qutuz, Mamluk Sultan of Egypt 
(1259-60), is assassinated by 
Baibars, a fellow Mamluk lead-
er, who seizes power for himself

Treaty of Westphalia ends the 
Thirty Years’ War in the Holy 
Roman Empire; Switzerland’s 
independence is recognized

Soviet ships approach 
but stop short of the US 
blockade of Cuba during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis

On “Bloody Friday,” many of the world’s 
stock exchanges experience the worst 

decline in their history, with drops of 
around 10% in most indices
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Arrived in Israel to re-
affirm America’s un-

wavering commitment 
to Israel’s security and 
engage with partners 
to implement President 
Trump’s historic peace 
plan and build on the 
momentum towards du-
rable peace and integra-
tion in the Middle East.

@SecRubio

@WHO led today med-
ical evacuation of 41 

critical patients and 145 
companions out of #Gaza 
- first since the ceasefire.
Around 15 000 patients 
are still waiting for ap-
proval to receive medical 
care outside Gaza. We 
continue to call on coun-
tries to show their soli-
darity and for all routes to 
be opened to expedite the 
medical evacuation

@DrTedros

Had a warm con-
versation with my 

dear friend, Prime Min-
ister Anwar Ibrahim of 
Malaysia. Congratulated 
him on Malaysia’s ASE-
AN Chairmanship and 
conveyed best wishes for 
the success of upcoming 
Summits.

@narendramodi

Early-warning sys-
tems for extreme 

weather allow farmers 
to protect their crops & 
livestock, enable fam-
ilies to evacuate safely 
& protect communities 
from devastation. With 
sustained investment 
& global collaboration, 
we can ensure everyone, 
everywhere is protected.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, who turns 80 
next week, confirmed Thursday he 
will run for a fourth term in office in 
2026 elections. “I’m about to turn 80 
years old, but you can be sure I have 
the same energy I had when I was 
30. And I will run for a fourth term 
in Brazil,” Lula said at a joint press 
conference with his Indonesian counterpart 
Prabowo Subianto in Jakarta. Lula is on a 
state visit to Indonesia as he seeks to expand 
ties in a country Brazil sees as a fellow rising 
economic power with similar perspectives on 
global issues. “I’m telling you this because 
we’re still going to see each other many times,” Lula told Subianto. Lula had 
hinted in recent months at a fourth-term run, without confirming he would be a 
candidate.

u Turkey is in talks with its other countries over its potential 
participation in an international Gaza peacekeeping mission with its military 
“ready” if needed, a defence ministry source said Thursday. “We are continuing 

contact with our counterparts regarding our 
participation in the task force to be established in 
Gaza,” the source said. The task force will operate as 
part of the US-led Civil-Military Coordination Centre 
(CMCC) for monitoring the ceasefire, which is based 
in the southern Israeli town of Kiryat Gat and was 

inaugurated on Tuesday by US Vice President JD Vance. “The CMCC has been 
established to facilitate the formation of the Gaza task force. Under this structure, 
an International Stabilisation Force (ISF) will be set up that will be in charge of 
monitoring the ceasefire and preventing conflict,” the source said. “For now, 
nothing is confirmed about the level of Turkey’s participation in such structures 
but it will probably be confirmed next week.”

u The Colombian government has asked 
the United States to stop attacking vessels in the 
Pacific and the Caribbean as part of an operation 
that Washington says is targeting drug smuggling. 
US Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth on Wednesday 
announced strikes on two alleged drug-running boats 
in the Pacific that left five people dead. The strikes, 
which Hegseth said were carried out in international 
waters, bring the total number of such US attacks to 
at least nine, with 37 people dead, according to US 
figures. “Colombia calls on the US government to 
cease these attacks and urges it to respect the norms 
dictated by international law,” the foreign ministry 
said in a statement Wednesday evening. The government of leftist President 
Gustavo Petro, who has been embroiled in a war of words with Trump, “rejects the 
destruction by the United States of a vessel allegedly related to drug trafficking in 
the Pacific Ocean,” the statement added.

Turkey in 
talks over Gaza 
task force role: 

defence source

Colombia 
calls for US to stop 
deadly boat attacks

Brazil’s Lula 
says will seek a 
fourth term in 2026 

elections

India has more than 900 mil-
lion internet users, according 

to the Internet and Mobile 
Association of India. China 

has more internet users, but 
India is more open to US 

tech companies.

KNOW WHAT

Israeli minister regrets ‘unfortunate’ 
remarks about Saudi Arabia

He had earlier told Saudi Arabia it could “keep riding camels” 

• Opposition leader 
Yair Lapid had 
swiftly denounced 
the comments

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s far-right Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich 
yesterday expressed regret 

for what he called his “unfor-
tunate” remarks about Saudi 
Arabia.

He had earlier told Saudi Ara-
bia it could “keep riding camels” 
if it tried to demand an inde-
pendent Palestinian state in re-
turn for normalising relations 
with Israel.

“My statement regarding Sau-
di Arabia was unfortunate, and 
I regret any offence it may have 
caused,” Smotrich said in a video 
statement he posted on X.

But he said that he also ex-

pected Saudis not to offend Is-
rael.

“I’m also not willing to accept 
hypocrisy. Just as I don’t intend 
to offend the Saudis, I expect 
from them not to offend me, or 
rather, offend us,” he said.

“And anyone who denies the 
living and very deep connection 
we have to the regions of our 
homeland in Judea and Sama-
ria, offends us,” he added, using 
the Israeli Biblical term for the 

occupied West Bank.
Smotrich, who lives in a West 

Bank settlement, is an outspo-
ken supporter of annexing the 
Palestinian territory, which has 
been occupied by Israel since 
1967.

Earlier on Thursday, he had 
told a conference in Israel that, 
“if Saudi Arabia tells us normali-
sation in exchange for a Palestin-
ian state, friends, no thank you”.

“Keep riding camels on the 

sand in the Saudi desert; we’ll 
keep truly developing -- with 
an economy, a society, a state 
and all the great and wonder-
ful things we know how to do”, 
Smotrich said, prompting sharp 
responses in Israel.

Opposition leader Yair Lap-
id had swiftly denounced the 
comments.

“To our friends in the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia and the 
Middle East, Smotrich does not 
represent the State of Israel”, 
Lapid posted on X in Arabic, 
later calling for him to apologise.

Former defence minister 
Benny Gantz, another opposi-
tion figure, said that Smotrich’s 
comments “indicate ignorance, 
and a lack of internalisation of 
his responsibility as a senior 
minister in the government and  
cabinet”.  Saudi Arabia’s own 
normalisation talks with Israel 
were frozen after Hamas’s Oc-
tober 2023 attack sparked the 
Gaza war.

“Keep riding camels on the sand in 
the Saudi desert; we’ll keep truly 
developing -- with an economy, a 
society, a state and all the great 

and wonderful things we know how 
to do”, Smotrich said, prompting 

sharp responses in Israel.

Trump says would pull US support if 
Israel annexes West Bank

AFP | Washington, United States

President Donald Trump said 
Israel would lose its crucial 

backing from the United States 
if it annexes the occupied West 
Bank, in a Time magazine inter-
view published yesterday.

Trump’s comments, which 
Time said were made by tele-
phone on October 15, were pub-
lished as both Vice President 
JD Vance and Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio warned against any 
annexation.

“It won’t happen. It won’t hap-
pen because I gave my word to 
the Arab countries. And you can’t 
do that now. We’ve had great 
Arab support,” Trump said when 
asked what the consequences 
would be for Israel if it did so.

“Israel would lose all of its sup-
port from the United States if 
that happened.”

Trump also told Time that he 
believed Saudi Arabia would join 
the Abraham Accords, which 
normalize relations between Is-
rael and Arab states, by the end 
of the year.

“Yes, I do. I do,” he said when 
asked if he thought Riyadh would 
join in that timeframe.

“See they had a problem. They 
had a Gaza problem and they had 
an Iran problem. Now they don’t 
have those two problems,” he 
said, referring to Israel’s war in 
Gaza and Iran’s nuclear program, 
which US airstrikes targeted ear-
lier this year.

Trump then said that he 
would be “making a decision” 
on whether Israel should release 
high-profile Palestinian prison-
er Marwan Barghouti as part of 
peace moves.

Barghouti -- from Hamas’s ri-

val, the Fatah movement -- was 
among the Palestinian prisoners 
Hamas wanted to see released as 
part of the Gaza deal, according 
to Egyptian state-linked media.

Trump has dispatched a stream 
of top officials to Israel in recent 
days to shore up the fragile Gaza 

ceasefire he brokered earlier this 
month.

But as Vance wrapped up 
his three-day visit and Rubio 
arrived, Israeli lawmakers ad-
vanced two bills paving the way 
for West Bank annexation.

Vance said it was a “very stupid 

political stunt and I personally 
take some insult to it.”

As Rubio left Washington he 
warned Israel against annex-
ing the West Bank, saying steps 
taken by parliament and settler 
violence threatened the Gaza  
truce.

Palestinian first responders douse the flames on a car reportedly set alight by Israeli settlers attempting to disrupt people 
harvesting olives near the occupied West Bank village of Turmos Ayya near Ramallah

A Palestinian farmer carries a bag of olives after his harvest was disrupted by Israeli settlers and halted by Israeli security 
forces in Sa’ir village, near the Israeli occupied West Bank city of Hebron

Oil prices surge as Trump hits Russian crude with sanctions
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Oil prices jumped more than 
5% yesterday after US Pres-

ident Donald Trump targeted 
Russia’s key oil industry with 
new sanctions in a bid to end the 
war in Ukraine.

The international benchmark 
contract, Brent North Sea crude, 
jumped 5.4% while West Texas 
Intermediate was up 5.7%.

Trump on Wednesday an-
nounced new sanctions against 
Russia’s two largest oil compa-
nies, Rosneft and Lukoil, saying 
his peace talks with President 
Vladimir Putin were not going 
“anywhere”.

The move was joined by an-
other round of punishments by 
the European Union as part of 
attempts to pressure Moscow 

to end its three-and-a-half-year 
invasion of Ukraine.

“These new sanctions are like-
ly to have a real impact,” said 

Arne Lohmann Rasmussen, an 
analyst at Global Risk Manage-
ment.

Russia’s foreign ministry 

warned that the sanctions risked 
jeopardising diplomatic efforts 
to end the Ukraine war, and that 
it had developed a “strong im-
munity” to them.

Trump had resisted imposing 
new restrictions against Mos-
cow for months, but his patience 
snapped after plans for a new 
summit with Putin in Budapest 
collapsed.

He had already claimed that 
India agreed to cut its Russian 
oil purchases as part of a US 
trade deal, something New Del-
hi has not confirmed.

Bloomberg on Thursday cited 
unnamed Indian refinery sourc-
es as saying flows of Russian 
crude were expected to plunge 
almost to zero as a result of the 
US sanctions.

“As Rosneft and Lukoil pro-

duce around four million barrels 
per day between them, if India 
were to reduce its purchases, 
that would severely hamper 
Russia’s ability to fund its war,” 
said Trade Nation analyst David 
Morrison.

Trump in August raised tariffs 
on Indian exports to the Unit-
ed States to 50%, with Trump’s 
aides accusing India of fuelling 
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Elsewhere Thursday, major 
stock markets diverged as trad-
ers assessed US-China trade 
prospects and another batch of 
mixed company earnings.

Beijing said it would hold 
tariff talks with Washington 
from Friday, tempering trade 
fears over reports of potential 
US curbs on software exports 
to China.

Russia says immune to 
new US oil sanctions
Moscow, Russia

Russia said yesterday that 
new US sanctions on its 

oil industry risked hurting 
diplomatic efforts to end the 
Ukraine war, and that it had 
developed a “strong immuni-
ty” to them.

“We view this step as being 
entirely counterproductive, 
including in terms of signal-

ling the need to achieve mean-
ingful negotiated solutions to 
the Ukrainian conflict,” Rus-
sian foreign ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova told 
a weekly briefing.

“Our country has developed 
a strong immunity to Western 
restrictions and will continue 
to confidently develop its eco-
nomic potential, including its 
energy potential,” she added.

India plans tightening AI rules 
to stem deepfake surge
AFP | New Delhi, India

India has proposed sweeping 
new regulations to govern 

artificial intelligence, aiming 
to curb a surge in misinfor-
mation and deepfake videos 
in the world’s most populous 
nation.

The Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology announced 
the proposed amendments, 
citing “the growing misuse of 
technologies used for the crea-
tion or generation of synthetic 
media”.

“Recent incidents of deep-
fake audio, videos and syn-
thetic media going viral on 
social platforms have demon-
strated the potential of gener-
ative AI to create convincing 
falsehoods,” a briefing note 
from the ministry issued late 
Wednesday read.

“Such content can be weap-
onised to spread misinfor-
mation, damage reputations, 
manipulate or influence elec-
tions, or commit financial 
fraud,” it added.

The government has al-
ready launched an online por-
tal called Sahyog -- meaning 
“cooperate” in Hindi -- aimed 
at automating the process of 
sending government notices to 
content intermediaries such as 
X and Facebook.

“These proposed amend-
ments provide a clear legal 
basis for labelling, traceability, 
and accountability,” it added, 

saying it would “strengthen 
the due diligence obligations” 
of social media intermediaries.

Major AI firms looking to 
court users in the world’s 
fifth-largest economy have 
made a flurry of announce-
ments about expansion this 
year.

This month, US startup An-
thropic said it plans to open an 
office in India, with its chief 
executive Dario Amodei meet-
ing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

OpenAI has said it will 
open an India office, with its 
chief Sam Altman noting that 
ChatGPT usage in the country 
had grown fourfold over the 
past year.

AI firm Perplexity also an-
nounced a major partnership 
in July with Indian telecom 
giant Airtel.

No reduction 
in Gaza 
hunger since 
truce: WHO
Geneva, Switzerland

The World Health Or-
ganization said yes-

terday there had been 
little improvement in the 
amount of aid going into 
Gaza since a ceasefire took 
hold -- and no observable 
reduction in hunger.

“The situation still re-
mains catastrophic be-
cause what’s entering is not 
enough,” WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told 
an online press briefing 
from the UN health agency’s 
Geneva headquarters.

Since the US-brokered 
ceasefire between Israel 
and Hamas came into effect 
on October 10, there has 
been “no dent in hunger, 
because there is not enough 
food”, he warned.

Israel repeatedly cut off 
aid to the Gaza Strip dur-
ing the war, exacerbating 
dire humanitarian condi-
tions. The United Nations 
said that caused a famine 
in parts of the Palestinian 
territory.

Since the start of 2025, 
411 people are known to 
have died from the effects 
of malnutrition in Gaza, 
including 109 children, 
Richard Peeperkorn, the 
WHO’s representative in the 
Palestinian territories, told 
reporters.

“All of these deaths were 
preventable,” stressed Te-
resa Zakaria, WHO’s unit 
head for humanitarian and 
disaster action. More than 
600,000 people in Gaza 
were currently facing “cat-
astrophic levels of food in-
security”, she added.

But while the agreement 
brokered by US President 
Donald Trump provides for 
the entry of 600 trucks per 
day, Tedros said current-
ly only between 200 and 
300 trucks were getting in  
daily.

And “a good number of 
the trucks are commercial”, 
he said, when many people 
in the territory have no re-
sources to buy goods.

“That reduces the bene-
ficiary size,” he said.

Zelensky hopes for ‘positive decision’ 
on EU use of Russian assets

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky ex-
pressed hope yesterday 

that the European Union would 
move forward with plans to help 
Ukraine with a mammoth new 
“reparations loan” funded by 
frozen Russian assets.

Zelensky was in Brussels for 
talks with EU leaders, who dis-

cussed plans to hand 140 billion 
euros ($162 billion) to Kyiv over 
the next few years, to keep it 
afloat as the war with Russia 
drags on.

“I hope that they will make a 
political decision, positive de-
cision in one or another way 
to help Ukraine with funds,” 
Zelensky told a press confer-
ence after the meeting.

The European Commission, 

the EU’s executive, has floated 
a complex scheme that would 
see Ukraine pay back the mon-
ey only once Russia coughs 
up for the damages it has  
caused.

The move is fraught with legal 
and political perils. Belgium, 
where the bulk of the money 
is held, has demanded guaran-
tees that the rest of the bloc will 
share any liabilities if Russia 

takes the matter to court.
EU officials are hoping that 

the EU’s 27 leaders will give a 
preliminary go-ahead on Thurs-
day for the commission to draw 
up a formal legal proposal for 
the loan.

“I think that the dialogue was 
really, maybe not simple, but it 
was very good,” Zelensky said 
of the talks. “Really we count on 
decisions on this topic.”

‘No basic means to live’ 
Exhausted Gazans struggle to rebuild

AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

A fragile ceasefire has 
b r o u g h t  r e s p i t e  t o 
Gazans exhausted by 

two years of fighting, but even 
without the daily bombing 
they are struggling to live amid 
the catastrophic destruction 
wrought by the war.

The reconstruction task 
ahead is enormous, given that 
vast swathes of the Palestinian 
territory were flattened during 
Israel's military campaign and 
most of the population were 
displaced at least once.

Many in the southern city 
of Khan Yunis have now been 
told by Israeli forces to move 
again to avoid the so-called 
Yellow Line, behind which 
Israeli troops are stationed 
under the ceasefire deal with  
Hamas.

"I am tired of displacement, 
very tired. I prefer to die, just 
like my son. It is better for the 
dead," Riyad Abu Anza said.

AFP footage showed Palestin-
ians carrying buckets, brooms 
and backpacks through a sandy 
neighbourhood of rubble and 
tents.

Umm Mohammed Muhareb, 
who was displaced to the coastal 
area of Al-Mawasi, said that fear 

lingered despite the fighting 
largely halting.

"The situation now is calmer 
than before," the 45-year-old 
told AFP.

"We don't hear the sounds of 
bombing like we used to, but the 
fear is still in our hearts, because 
we never know when things 
might get worse again".

The truce faced its toughest 
test on Sunday, when Israe-
li forces unleashed a wave of 
strikes in Gaza after two sol-
diers were killed.

The strikes killed at least 
45 Palestinians, according to 
the health ministry in the Ha-
mas-run territory.

There have also been violent 

incidents since, with Nasser 
Hospital reporting one per-
son killed in an Israeli drone 
strike in the Khan Yunis area 
on Thursday.

The Israeli military told AFP 
that it conducted a strike that 
killed a "terrorist who was ap-
proaching troops" after crossing 
the yellow line.

Displaced Palestinians gather to receive food portions outside the damaged Imam al Shafi’i Mosque, where families have 
taken shelter, in the Zeitoun neighbourhood of Gaza City


