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Manuel I Komnenos, last Emperor
of the Komnenian restoration dies.
The Byzantine Empire slips into

terminal decline B

oy to Haiti resigns,
nigrant deportations

1 resignation letter that Haiti ‘has collapsed’ and cannot provide

efugees

UsS Customs and Border Protection mounted officers attempt to contain migrants as
they cross the Rio Grande from Ciudad Acuza, Mexico

idential assassination, gang vio-
lence and a major earthquake.

Filippo Grandi, the head of the
U.N refugee agency, warned that
this week the US expulsions to
Haiti might violate international
law.

Foote submitted his resignation
to Blinken on Wednesday, a State
Department spokesperson said,
adding that Washington was com-
mitted to the long-term well being
of Haiti, as well as offering imme-
diate help to returning migrants.

The resignation follows grow-
ing pressure on the administra-
tion of US President Joe Biden
from the United Nations and his
fellow Democrats over the treat-
ment of Haitians in a sprawling
impromptu migrant camp in Tex-
as near the Mexican border.

Biden’s handling of what Re-
publicans portray as a crisis at the

border - including record num-
bers of migrant detentions this
year - has led to growing disil-
lusionment from advocates who
hoped for an end to deterrent
measures brought in by his prede-
cessor Donald Trump. read more

Foote’s decision to leave was
interpreted and welcomed by
rights groups as a stern criticism
of the administration’s immigra-
tion strategy.

“A big bold move. And a big
deal,” said William O’Neill, a law-
yer specializing in humanitarian,
human rights and refugee law.
“He will be missed.”

Mexican pressure

As many as 14,000 people gath-
ered in the camp en Del Rio, Texas
last week. The population is now
reduced to less than half by expul-
sion flights and detentions. Oth-

DANIEL FOOTE

ers have left the dusty riverbank
on the Rio Grande for Mexico to
avoid being sent home.

Wade McMullen, an attorney
with the Robert F. Kennedy Hu-
man Rights organization, said
several hundred people, most-
ly pregnant women and parents
with children, had been released
in Del Rio, Texas, over the past
several days.

Images of US border guards
on horseback using long reins
to whip at Black migrants at the
weekend caused outrage within
the White House and from rights
groups.

On the Mexican side of the river
early yesterday, close to 20 police
patrol cars lined the bank, over-
looking the area where hundreds
of Haitian migrants in recent days
have crossed back and forth.

Migrants said they were awok-
en at 6 a.m. by the cars driving
through the camp that has sprung
up alongside the river, and fear-
ful of being detained, some mi-
grants chose to take their things
and cross back to the US side
again.

Snubbed Australia to be
‘patient’ in fixing France ties

French President Emmanuel Macron greets Australia’s Prime Minister Scott
Morrison at the Elysee Palace in Paris (file photo)

AFP | Washington

Australia’s leader said he
is being given the cold
shoulder by French President
Emmanuel Macron after the
controversial scrapping of a
submarine deal, but vowed
to be “patient” in repairing
frayed relations.

Speaking in Washington late
Wednesday, Prime Minister
Scott Morrison said he had
tried to reach the French lead-
er but the call had “not yet”
happened.

“But we’ll be patient. We
understand their disappoint-
ment,” Morrison said.

It is a week since Austral-
ia without warning tore up a
long-standing Aus$90 billion
(usp$66bn) deal to buy a doz-
en French submarines.

Australia simultaneously
announced plans to acquire
at least eight US or British nu-
clear-powered vessels after
months of secret talks, spark-
ing fury in Paris.

France in retaliation can-
celled a cocktail party to mark
Us-French ties, recalled its am-
bassadors to Washington and
Canberra and accused both
countries of backstabbing and
lies.

While US President Joe Bid-

SCOTT MORRISON

en and Macron have moved to
patch up their differences in a
30-minute phone call, which
the White House described
on Wednesday as “friendly”,
there has been no such effort
made with Morrison.

France plans to return its
ambassador to Washington
next week, but there is no an-
nouncement yet on the return
of the French ambassador to
Canberra.

“Australia decided not to
proceed with a very signifi-
cant defence contract. And un-
derstandably, we know that
France is disappointed about
that,” Morrison said.

“I think those issues will
take further time to work
through than the ones that
were being dealt with be-
tween the United States and
France.”
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bundles containing the remains of

iny whose workers made the
scovery, told AFP.

The eight had lived in the
icient town of Chilca some
) kilometers (37 miles) south
‘Lima. Some had been buried
ith shells on their heads, and
1d bags in which coca leaves,
aditionally chewed as a stim-
ant, are kept.

“It is an important find that
ves us more information
out the pre-Hispanic history
‘Chilca,” said the researcher.
Workers of the same com-
iy found another 30 ancient
ydies in Chilca in 2018.

UN head says world must change food priorities to save planet

AFP | New York

nited Nations chief Antonio

Guterres urged nations to
revamp their food priorities yes-
terday, saying the world needed
food systems that safeguard the
environment.

“The war on our planet must
end and food systems can help
us build that peace,” the Secre-
tary-General told a UN summit in
New York.

Guterres said food systems “can §

and must play a leading role” in
meeting the UN’s sustainable de-
velopment goals by 2030.

The goals include ending pov-
erty, protecting ecosystems and
ensuring sustainable consump-
tion and production patterns that
limit waste.

Guterres told delegates of the
food systems summit, taking place
on the sidelines of the high-level
meeting of the UN General As-
sembly, that the world needed
“nature-based solutions.”

He noted that food systems cur-
rently generate one-third of all
greenhouse gas emissions.

“It is possible to feed a grow-
ing global population while also
safeguarding our environment,”

he said.
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“It takes sustainable consump-
tion and production methods and
nature-based solutions. It takes
the smart, sustainable manage-
ment of natural resources -- from
farms to fisheries,” Guterres add-
ed.

The United States heeded Gu-
terres’s call, announcing it would
invest more than $10 billion over
several years to promote a trans-
formation of food systems.

The world’s top diplomat said

ANTONIO GUTERRES
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United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks at a High-level meeting
during the 76th Session of the UN General Assembly

the international community was
“waging a war against nature --
and reaping the bitter harvest.”

He cited “ruined crops, dwin-
dling incomes and failing food
systems.”

Guterres added that the world
needs to “ramp up” emergency
food and nutrition systems in
areas affected by conflict or cli-
mate emergencies and invest in
early-warning famine prevention
systems.

Guterres noted that three
billion people cannot afford a
healthy diet. He added that two
billion are overweight or obese,
with 462 million underweight.

He reminded delegates that
nearly one-third of all food that
is produced is lost or wasted and
said changing food systems can
drive the post-pandemic global
recovery.

Guterres called on governments
and businesses to work together
to increase access to healthy diets,
lamenting that nutritious food is
“often too costly or inaccessible.”
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green economy does

not have to be a poor
economy. As we approach
@coP26 we have a chance
to save ourselves from the
threat of climate change,
and also to make invest-
ments that will create more
jobs, growth and opportu-
nities in the future. #UNGA
@BorisJohnson

he effects of climate
change are particu-
larly profound when they
overlap with fragility &
conflict. We simply cannot
achieve lasting peace & se-
curity without investments
in resilience & adaptation.
@antonioguterres

t’s urgent to contin-
ue support for health
services for millions of
Afghans, esp. at a time
when they’re most vul-
nerable. @WHO calls
on intl. donors to rap-
idly re-commit to fi-
nance the Sehatmandi
project, which covers
2300 health facilities, as
they’ve done for almost

2 decades.
@DrTedros

t’s simple: The wealthy
don’t need another
tax break, the middle
class does. That’s why
we’re going to ensure the
wealthy and large cor-
porations pay their fair
share and then use that
money to give one of the
largest middle class tax

breaks in history.
@POTUS

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
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