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HISTORY
Manuel I Komnenos, last Emperor 
of the Komnenian restoration dies. 
The Byzantine Empire slips into 
terminal decline

US Federal Judiciary Act passes, 
creating a six-person Supreme 
Court

Black Friday; Wall St panic 
after Gould & Fisk attempt to 
corner gold

Operation Magic Carpet con-
cludes after having transport-
ed 45,000 Yemenite Jews to 
Israel
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It’s urgent to contin-
ue support for health 

services for millions of 
Afghans, esp. at a time 
when they’re most vul-
nerable. @WHO  calls 
on intl. donors to rap-
idly re-commit to fi-
nance the Sehatmandi 
project, which covers 
2300 health facilities, as 
they’ve done for almost 
2 decades.

@DrTedros

It’s simple: The wealthy 
don’t need another 

tax break, the middle 
class does. That’s why 
we’re going to ensure the 
wealthy and large cor-
porations pay their fair 
share and then use that 
money to give one of the 
largest middle class tax 
breaks in history.

@POTUS

The effects of climate 
change are particu-

larly profound when they 
overlap with fragility & 
conflict. We simply cannot 
achieve lasting peace & se-
curity without investments 
in resilience & adaptation.

@antonioguterres

A green economy does 
not have to be a poor 

economy. As we approach  
@COP26 we have a chance 
to save ourselves from the 
threat of climate change, 
and also to make invest-
ments that will create more 
jobs, growth and opportu-
nities in the future. #UNGA

@BorisJohnson

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Gas pipe workers find 
800-year-old bodies in Peru

Reuters | London

Peruvian workers laying gas 
pipes found the remains 

of eight people buried in a 
common tomb with food and 
musical instruments some 
800 years ago, an archaeolo-
gist said.

The bodies of adults and 
children had been wrapped 
in plant material, with corn, 
dishes, and a variety of wind 
instruments, including flutes, 
placed around them, Cecil-
ia Camargo, an archaeologist 
hired by the Calidda gas com-

pany whose workers made the 
discovery, told AFP.

The eight had lived in the 
ancient town of Chilca some 
60 kilometers (37 miles) south 
of Lima. Some had been buried 
with shells on their heads, and 
had bags in which coca leaves, 
traditionally chewed as a stim-
ulant, are kept.

“It is an important find that 
gives us more information 
about the pre-Hispanic history 
of Chilca,” said the researcher.

Workers of the same com-
pany found another 30 ancient 
bodies in Chilca in 2018.

UN head says world must change food priorities to save planet
AFP | New York

United Nations chief Antonio 
Guterres urged nations to 

revamp their food priorities yes-
terday, saying the world needed 
food systems that safeguard the 
environment.

“The war on our planet must 
end and food systems can help 
us build that peace,” the Secre-
tary-General told a UN summit in 
New York.

Guterres said food systems “can 
and must play a leading role” in 
meeting the UN’s sustainable de-
velopment goals by 2030.

The goals include ending pov-
erty, protecting ecosystems and 
ensuring sustainable consump-
tion and production patterns that 
limit waste.

Guterres told delegates of the 
food systems summit, taking place 
on the sidelines of the high-level 
meeting of the UN General As-
sembly, that the world needed 
“nature-based solutions.”

He noted that food systems cur-
rently generate one-third of all 
greenhouse gas emissions.

“It is possible to feed a grow-
ing global population while also 
safeguarding our environment,” 
he said.

“It takes sustainable consump-
tion and production methods and 
nature-based solutions. It takes 
the smart, sustainable manage-
ment of natural resources -- from 
farms to fisheries,” Guterres add-
ed.

The United States heeded Gu-
terres’s call, announcing it would 
invest more than $10 billion over 
several years to promote a trans-
formation of food systems.

The world’s top diplomat said 

the international community was 
“waging a war against nature -- 
and reaping the bitter harvest.”

He cited “ruined crops, dwin-
dling incomes and failing food 
systems.”

Guterres added that the world 
needs to “ramp up” emergency 
food and nutrition systems in 
areas affected by conflict or cli-
mate emergencies and invest in 
early-warning famine prevention 
systems.

Guterres noted that three 
billion people cannot afford a 
healthy diet. He added that two 
billion are overweight or obese, 
with 462 million underweight.

He reminded delegates that 
nearly one-third of all food that 
is produced is lost or wasted and 
said changing food systems can 
drive the post-pandemic global 
recovery.

Guterres called on governments 
and businesses to work together 
to increase access to healthy diets, 
lamenting that nutritious food is 
“often too costly or inaccessible.”

US envoy to Haiti resigns, 
slams migrant deportations
Ambassador warns in resignation letter that Haiti ‘has collapsed’ and cannot provide 
basics for returning refugees

• Daniel Foote 
excoriates Washington 
in letter addressed 
to Antony Blinken

Reuters | Washington

The US special envoy to Hai-
ti dramatically resigned 
yesterday in a letter that 

excoriated the Biden administra-
tion for deporting hundreds of 
migrants to the crisis-engulfed 
Caribbean nation from a camp on 
the US-Mexican border in recent 
days.

Daniel Foote, a career diplomat 
named to his post in July, said 
conditions in Haiti were so bad 
that US officials were confined to 
secure compounds. He said the 
“collapsed state” was unable to 
support the infusion of returning 
migrants.

“I will not be associated with 
the United States’ inhumane, 
counterproductive decision to 
deport thousands of Haitian ref-
ugees and illegal immigrants,” 
Foote said in a letter addressed 
to Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken that circulated publicly  
yesterday.

The United States has returned 
1,401 migrants from the camp to 
Haiti and taken another 3,206 
people into custody, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security said 
on Wednesday.

Haiti, the poorest nation in the 
Western Hemisphere, has gone 
through profound instability in 
recent weeks, including a pres-

idential assassination, gang vio-
lence and a major earthquake.

Filippo Grandi, the head of the 
U.N refugee agency, warned that 
this week the US expulsions to 
Haiti might violate international 
law.

Foote submitted his resignation 
to Blinken on Wednesday, a State 
Department spokesperson said, 
adding that Washington was com-
mitted to the long-term well being 
of Haiti, as well as offering imme-
diate help to returning migrants.

The resignation follows grow-
ing pressure on the administra-
tion of US President Joe Biden 
from the United Nations and his 
fellow Democrats over the treat-
ment of Haitians in a sprawling 
impromptu migrant camp in Tex-
as near the Mexican border.

Biden’s handling of what Re-
publicans portray as a crisis at the 

border - including record num-
bers of migrant detentions this 
year - has led to growing disil-
lusionment from advocates who 
hoped for an end to deterrent 
measures brought in by his prede-
cessor Donald Trump. read more

Foote’s decision to leave was 
interpreted and welcomed by 
rights groups as a stern criticism 
of the administration’s immigra-
tion strategy.

“A big bold move. And a big 
deal,” said William O’Neill, a law-
yer specializing in humanitarian, 
human rights and refugee law. 
“He will be missed.”

Mexican pressure
As many as 14,000 people gath-

ered in the camp en Del Rio, Texas 
last week. The population is now 
reduced to less than half by expul-
sion flights and detentions. Oth-

ers have left the dusty riverbank 
on the Rio Grande for Mexico to 
avoid being sent home.

Wade McMullen, an attorney 
with the Robert F. Kennedy Hu-
man Rights organization, said 
several hundred people, most-
ly pregnant women and parents 
with children, had been released 
in Del Rio, Texas, over the past 
several days.

Images of US border guards 
on horseback using long reins 
to whip at Black migrants at the 
weekend caused outrage within 
the White House and from rights 
groups.

On the Mexican side of the river 
early yesterday, close to 20 police 
patrol cars lined the bank, over-
looking the area where hundreds 
of Haitian migrants in recent days 
have crossed back and forth.

Migrants said they were awok-
en at 6 a.m. by the cars driving 
through the camp that has sprung 
up alongside the river, and fear-
ful of being detained, some mi-
grants chose to take their things 
and cross back to the US side  
again.

News in brief 
 u 
Ukraine’s 
parliament 

passed a law to order “oligarchs” to 
register and stay out of politics, a day 
after an attempt to kill a top aide to 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy, which 
officials said could have been a response 
to the reform. The law provides a definition 
for an oligarch, while giving the authorities 
the power to designate individuals who meet 
the criteria. Oligarchs would be forbidden 

from financing political parties or taking part in privatisations. Top officials, 
including the president, prime minister and head of the central bank, would be 
required to declare dealings they had with them.

 u All six people 
on board an ageing 
Antonov An-26 
transport plane that crashed in the 
Russian far east the previous day 
have been killed, Russia’s emergency 
services ministry said. The plane, 
which the TASS news agency said 
belonged to a company that performed 
technical checks at Russian airports and 
was 42 years old, disappeared from radar screens on Wednesday.

 u More than 30 
people have died 
because a health 

workers’ strike in Guinea-Bissau has 
paralysed the healthcare system, a 
spokesperson for the nurses’ union said. 
The boycott over working conditions, pay 
and other issues was launched on Monday 
in the small West African nation where 
chronically under-equipped hospitals and 

clinics have long angered workers and endangered patients.

 u A Russian spy 
chief accused Britain 
of lies and trying 
to divert attention from other issues after British police 
said a third Russian suspect had been identified in the 2018 
Novichok murder attempt on a former double agent. The 
attack on Sergei Skripal, who sold Russian secrets to Britain, 
caused one of the biggest rows between Russia and the West 
since the Cold War, leading to the tit-for-tat expulsion of dozens 
of diplomats after Britain blamed Moscow.

 u The United 
Nations High 
Commissioner 

for Human Rights yesterday warned of a human rights catastrophe under 
military rule in Myanmar and urged the international community to do 
more to prevent conflict from worsening. “The national consequences are 
terrible and tragic – the regional consequences could also be profound,” Michelle 
Bachelet said in a statement.

Ukrainian lawmakers pass law on 
oligarchs after assassination attempt

Over 30 dead during Guinea-Bissau 
health worker strike, union says

UN commissioner urges international 
effort on Myanmar ‘before it is too late’

Six dead after plane crash in Russian 
far east involving ageing plane

Russian spy chief accuses Britain of 
lies after latest nerve attack charge

Four Tunisian parties say 
president has lost his legitimacy
Reuters | Tunis

Four Tunisian parties said 
yesterday that President 

Kais Saied has lost his legiti-
macy and called for an end to 
what they called a coup after he 
took control of legislative and 
executive powers.

Saied said on Wednesday he 
would rule by decree and ignore 
parts of the constitution as he 
prepared to change the political 
system.

Attayar, Al Jouhmouri, Akef 
and Ettakatol parties said in 
a joint statement that Saied’s 
move enshrined an absolute 
power monopoly.

Saied has held nearly total 
power since July 25 when he 
sacked the prime minister, 
suspended parliament and as-
sumed executive authority cit-
ing a national emergency.

Yesterday’s opposition state-
ment increased the pressure on 
him. Although the four parties 
are not the most powerful, they 
hold influence in the streets, 
especially Attayar, which was 
close to Saied before his inter-
vention.

“We consider the president 
has lost his legitimacy by vio-
lating the constitution.. and he 
will be responsible for all the 
possible repercussions of this 
dangerous step,” the four par-
ties said in the statement.

Anour Ben Kadour, a senior 
official in the powerful UGTT 
labour union, said: “Tunisia is 
heading towards absolute, in-
dividual rule.”

UGTT, which has about one 
million members and is a major 
force in Tunisian politics, has 

started a meeting to formulate 
a position on Saied’s actions and 
is expected to issue a statement 
yesterday.

While many Tunisians have 
backed Saied and see his actions 
as necessary to oust a corrupt 
and unpopular political elite 
after years of economic stag-
nation, his critics from across 
the spectrum say he is inexpe-
rienced and uncompromising.

The leader of Tunisia’s pow-
erful Islamist Ennahda party, 
Rached Ghannouchi, said on 
Wednesday that Saied’s decla-
rations meant cancelling the 
constitution. The party - the 
biggest in parliament - would 
not accept that, he said.

Saied’s moves have under-
mined the democratic gains of 
Tunisia’s 2011 revolution that 
ended autocratic rule, despite 
his pledges to uphold the free-
doms won a decade ago.

Snubbed Australia to be 
‘patient’ in fixing France ties

AFP | Washington

Australia’s leader said he 
is being given the cold 

shoulder by French President 
Emmanuel Macron after the 
controversial scrapping of a 
submarine deal, but vowed 
to be “patient” in repairing 
frayed relations.

Speaking in Washington late 
Wednesday, Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison said he had 
tried to reach the French lead-
er but the call had “not yet” 
happened.

“But we’ll be patient. We 
understand their disappoint-
ment,” Morrison said.

It is a week since Austral-
ia without warning tore up a 
long-standing Aus$90 billion 
(USD$66bn) deal to buy a doz-
en French submarines.

Australia simultaneously 
announced plans to acquire 
at least eight US or British nu-
clear-powered vessels after 
months of secret talks, spark-
ing fury in Paris.

France in retaliation can-
celled a cocktail party to mark 
US-French ties, recalled its am-
bassadors to Washington and 
Canberra and accused both 
countries of backstabbing and 
lies.

While US President Joe Bid-

en and Macron have moved to 
patch up their differences in a 
30-minute phone call, which 
the White House described 
on Wednesday as “friendly”, 
there has been no such effort 
made with Morrison.

France plans to return its 
ambassador to Washington 
next week, but there is no an-
nouncement yet on the return 
of the French ambassador to 
Canberra.

“Australia decided not to 
proceed with a very signifi-
cant defence contract. And un-
derstandably, we know that 
France is disappointed about 
that,” Morrison said.

“I think those issues will 
take further time to work 
through than the ones that 
were being dealt with be-
tween the United States and  
France.”

Sri Lanka shaman dies of COVID-19 
after touting ‘blessed’ water cure
AFP | Colombo

A high-profile shaman who 
tried to end Sri Lanka’s 

COVID-19 outbreak with “bless-
ed” water has died of the virus, 
his family said yesterday.

Eliyantha White, 48, who 
treated sports stars and top pol-
iticians including the country’s 
prime minister, claimed in No-
vember he could end the pan-
demic in Sri Lanka and neigh-
boring India by pouring pots of 
his “blessed” water into rivers.

Health minister Pavithra 
Wanniarachchi endorsed the 
water treatment, but was in-
fected two months later and 
ended up in a hospital intensive 
care unit.

She was later demoted, and 
lost her portfolio, but remains 
in the cabinet.

White attracted internation-
al attention in 2010 when leg-
endary Indian cricketer Sachin 
Tendulkar publicly thanked 
him for treating a knee inju-
ry, saying it helped him hit the 
first-ever one-day international 
double century against South 
Africa. In a 2010 interview, 
White claimed he had “special 
powers” since the age of 12.

He has since treated other 
Indian cricket stars, including 
Gautam Gambhir and Ashish 
Nehra.

White’s family said he had 
refused the Covid-19 vaccine.

His body was cremated at 
Colombo’s main cemetery yes-

terday in line with quarantine 
regulations.

Prime Minister Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, who was among politi-
cians to have consulted White, 
said on Twitter: “His legacy will 
continue to live through all the 
lives, he touched and healed of 
various ailments.”

But mainstream doctors de-
scribed White as a fraud and 
Ayurveda physicians rejected 
his claims — even though the 
shaman said he used methods 
from the 3,000-year-old Indian 
medical tradition.

Sri Lanka’s total coronavirus 
deaths exceeded 12,000 with 
more than half a million people 
infected so far.

Doctors say the real toll is at 
least twice as high and author-
ities have resorted to mass cre-
mations to clear bodies piling 
up at hospitals and morgues.

Tunisian President Kais Saied takes the oath of office in Tunis (file photo)

Buddhist monks perform the last rites during the funeral of Eliyantha White, a 
local shaman who died of the COVID-19

Objects, food, artifacts and ancient funeral bundles containing the remains of 
eight people unearthed by workers

French President Emmanuel Macron greets Australia’s Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison at the Elysee Palace in Paris (file photo)

US Customs and Border Protection mounted officers attempt to contain migrants as 
they cross the Rio Grande from Ciudad Acuña, Mexico

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks at a High-level meeting 
during the 76th Session of the UN General Assembly
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attention in 2010 
when legendary In-

dian cricketer Sachin 
Tendulkar publicly 

thanked him for treat-
ing a knee injury, say-
ing it helped him hit 

the first-ever one-day 
international double 

century against South 
Africa

KNOW WHAT

It is possible to feed 
a growing global 

population while also 
safeguarding our 

environment. It takes 
sustainable consumption 
and production methods 

and nature-based 
solutions. It takes the 

smart, sustainable 
management of natural 
resources -- from farms 

to fisheries
ANTONIO GUTERRES

I will not be associated 
with the United 

States’ inhumane, 
counterproductive 
decision to deport 

thousands of Haitian 
refugees and illegal 

immigrants
DANIEL FOOTE

Australia decided 
not to proceed with 

a very significant 
defence contract. And 

understandably, we 
know that France is 
disappointed about 

that
SCOTT MORRISON

The new measures an-
nounced on Wednes-

day go far beyond the 
steps he took in July, 
writing into the offi-

cial gazette rules that 
transform Tunisia’s 
political system to 

give the president al-
most unlimited power

KNOW WHAT

231,110,100

4,736,302

207,810,217

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+267,148 

+4,554 

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 298,988 17,043 251,902 30,043

Saudi 
Arabia

546,792 +57 8,684 +5 535,783 2,325

UAE 733,972 +329 2,083 +3 726,035 5,854

Kuwait 411,316 2,442 408,159 715

Oman 303,551 +39 4,093 295,168 4,290

Qatar 235,907 604 233,728 1,575

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 43,417,209 699,878

2 India 33,592,214 446,373

3 Brazil 21,283,567 592,357

4 UK 7,565,867 135,803

5 Russia 6,971,493 201,445

6 France 6,971,493 116,309

7 Turkey 6,932,453 62,307

8 Iran 5,493,591 118,508

9 Argentina 5,245,265 114,684

10 Colombia 4,945,203 125,782

11 Spain 4,940,824 86,085

12 Italy 4,649,906 130,551

13 Indonesia 4,201,559 141,114

14 Germany 4,178,841 93,798
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