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HISTORY
Jacques Cartier lands 
in Canada, claims it for 
France

Mary Queen of Scots is forced 
to abdicate; her 1-year-old son 
becomes King James VI of Scots

American explorer Hiram 
Bingham discovers Machu 
Picchu, the Lost City of the 
Incas

Operation Gomorrah: RAF be-
gins bombing Hamburg (till 3rd 
August), creating a firestorm 
and killing 42,600 people
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Wishing @TeamGB 
the very best of 

luck as you get set for the 
start of the #Tokyo2020 
Olympic Games. I also 
want to thank our hosts 
in Japan for the incredi-
ble work that’s gone into 
getting the Games ready. 
Come on Team GB!

@BorisJohnson

The time for #Cli-
mateAction is now. 

100 days before #COP26, 
I call once again on all 
countries to urgently 
present more ambitious 
national action plans. We 
must spare no effort to 
keep the goal of limiting 
temperature rise to 1.5C 
within reach.

@antonioguterres

De a r  @ Te a m U S A , 
y o u r  e n t i r e  n a -

tion is cheering you on 
and we are grateful for 
what you’ve given us: the 
chance to come togeth-
er in common awe and 
appreciation for your ac-
complishments and the 
shared joy of rooting for 
our country on the edge 
of our seats.

@FLOTUS

The whole world is 
sick and tired of the 

tragedy caused by #COV-
ID19. We have #AGoa-
l4All: to end the pandem-
ic. Let’s unite to remove 
barriers to vaccine pro-
duction, achieve #Vac-
cinEquity and ensure 
that 70% of the world is 
vaccinated by mid-2022. 
By acting together, we 
have hope!

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Villagers flee fresh floods in central China as typhoon approaches
• Death toll stands at 56

AFP | Beijing

Villagers were evacuated over 
makeshift bridges yesterday 

as floods submerged swathes of 
central China following a historic 
deluge that claimed at least 56 
lives -- while an approaching ty-
phoon threatened to dump more 
rain on the stricken area.

Millions have been affected by 
the floods in Henan province, 
which have trapped people for 
days without fresh food or wa-
ter and blocked roads as they 
breached embankments, caking 
large areas in thick ankle-deep 
mud.

The death toll is expected to 
rise, with provincial officials tell-
ing reporters yesterday that casu-
alties were still being counted.

Adding to the misery, Typhoon 
In-Fa is forecast to bring further 
torrential downpours to parts of 
Henan in the coming days, state 
media said.

In the worst-hit city of Zheng-
zhou, firefighters yesterday con-
tinued to pump muddy water 

from tunnels, including from a 
subway where at least a dozen 
people drowned inside a train 
earlier in the week as a year’s 
worth of rainfall fell in just three 
days.

Overnight, heavy rain saw 
floods surge northwards to the 
city of Xinxiang and surround-
ing areas, where vast tracts of 
farmland were inundated and 
the town cut off as the Wei River 
burst its banks.

“We were at my grandmoth-
er’s and then the water suddenly 

rose... the building was surround-
ed by water,” said Sun Haocun 
in the town of Weihui, who was 
rescued in a dinghy by a team of 
volunteers.

Thousands evacuated 
Reporters saw residents wading 

through water that reached waist 
height, staggering with dogs, bi-
cycles and bags of possessions.

Teams of rescuers in life jackets 
helped residents to safety, with 
several elderly people in wheel-
chairs lifted above the surging 

water through streets of shut-
tered shops.

“The resistance of the water is 
strong, especially when the wa-
ter level is high and reaches up 
to the neck,” said one exhausted 
volunteer Wang Kai, pushing an 
inflatable canoe.

Aerial footage showed rescuers 
using temporary bridges to move 
hundreds of residents to safety, 
with tree tops poking above the 
water the only sign of land for 
miles.

More than 495,000 people have 
been evacuated, said the Henan 
government, with the flooding 
causing billions of dollars in loss-

es.
Liang Long, an employee at a 

hotel in a city neighbouring Xinx-
iang, said hundreds had arrived 
seeking refuge since Thursday 
afternoon and through the night.

“Their villages have been flat-
tened with nothing left,” he said.

The hotel, about 20 kilometres 
(12 miles) from the worst-hit ar-
eas, was still receiving “continu-
ous” calls for help, Liang added.

“There are many people and 
our hotel’s food is running low,” 
he said.

Videos shared on social media 
have provided a window into the 
destructive power of the floods, 
which tossed cars into piles and 
sucked pedestrians towards 
storm drains.

Harrowing footage from rush-
hour passengers trapped inside 
the subway, where waters rose 
from ankle to neck height, pin-
balled across China’s Twitter-like 
Weibo as people questioned why 
the underground network had 
been allowed to operate during 
an unprecedented storm.

Dozens killed in flooding, 
landslides in India
Dams and rivers are “overflowing” in western India with the nation’s military 
deployed to help evacuate the survivors

• Landslides and 
floods kill at least 44 
in Maharashtra state 
after heavy rains

AFP | Mumbai

Forty-four people have been 
killed in landslides caused 
by monsoon rains in west-

ern India, authorities said yes-
terday.

As many as 38 others were miss-
ing after three separate landslides 
on Thursday evening in Maha-
rashtra state’s Raigad district, 
south of India’s financial capital 
Mumbai.

“Forty-two people have died 
due to landslides in Raigad dis-
trict and 38 people are still miss-
ing,” state government spokes-
person Anirudha Ashtaputre said.

“There have been six more 
landslides in Satara district, 
where two people have died”, he 
added.

Elsewhere in the state, up to 15 
people were also missing.

The Navy and Air Force joined 
rescue efforts after the downpour 
caused floods that left thousands 
stranded, but their operations 
were hampered by landslides 
blocking roads, including the 
main highway between Mumbai 
and Goa.

Water levels rose to 3.5 metres 
(12 feet) in areas of Chiplun, a city 
250 kilometres (160 miles) from 
Mumbai, following 24 hours of 

uninterrupted rain that caused 
the Vashishti river to overflow, 
submerging roads and homes.

Maharashtra chief minister 
Uddhav Thackeray said emer-
gency workers were struggling 
to reach cut-off neighbourhoods 
in Chiplun.

“Roads and bridges have been 
damaged in the floods and the 
situation is worrying,” Thackeray 
told reporters.

The Indian Navy deployed sev-
en rescue teams equipped with 
rubber boats, life jackets and 
lifebuoys to the affected areas, 
along with specialist divers and 
a helicopter to airlift marooned 
residents.

The Army said 15 teams would 
be stationed overnight in the 
worst-hit districts to rescue 
stranded people and provide first 

aid.
A landslide in the town of Khed 

injured 10 people, according to a 
press release from the state gov-
ernment.

Another “10 to 15 people are 
likely to be trapped under the 
rubble,” the statement said.

India’s meteorological depart-
ment has issued red alerts for sev-
eral regions in the state, indicating 
that heavy rainfall will continue 
for the next few days.

Frequent danger 
Flooding and landslides are 

common during India’s treach-
erous monsoon season between 
June and September, which also 
often sees poorly constructed 
buildings and walls buckling after 
days of non-stop rain.

Four people died before dawn 

yesterday when a building col-
lapsed in a slum in Mumbai, au-
thorities said.

The incident came less than a 
week after at least 34 people lost 
their lives when several homes 
were crushed by a collapsed wall 
and a landslide in Mumbai.

Rainwater also inundated a 
water purification complex last 
weekend, disrupting supply “in 
most of the parts of Mumbai”, a 
megacity of 20 million people, 
civic authorities said.

Last month, 12 people were 
killed when a building collapsed 
in a Mumbai slum.

And last September, 39 people 
died when a three-storey apart-
ment block fell down in Bhiwandi 
near the financial capital.

In 2014, more than 150 people 
lost their lives in Maharashtra 
when heavy rains caused a hill to 
cave in, burying scores of villagers 
under mud and debris.
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30,709,840
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+168,201
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 105,705 6,142 98,413 1,150

Saudi 
Arabia

343,373 +405 5,235 +18 329,715 8,423

UAE 119,132 +1,538 472 +2 111,814 6,846

Kuwait 118,531 +813 721 +7 109,916 7,894

Oman 111,484 +451 1,137 +15 97,367 12,980

Qatar 130,210 +266 225 +1 127,093 2,892

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 8,526,027 226,319

2 India 7,670,537 116,068

3 Brazil 5,274,817 154,888

4 Russia 1,447,335 24,952

5 Spain 1,029,668 34,210

6 Argentina 1,018,999 27,100

7 Colombia 974,139 29,272

8 France 930,745 33,885

9 Peru 874,118 33,875

10 Mexico 860,714 86,893

11 UK 762,542 43,967

12 South Africa 706,304 18,656

13 Iran 545,286 31,346

14 Chile 495,637 13,719
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News in brief 
 u El 
Salvador 
has 

ordered the arrest of former President 
Salvador Sanchez Ceren and nine top 
officials from a past administration as 
part of a money laundering and corruption 
probe, the Attorney General’s office said. 
The office said Sanchez Ceren was out of the 
country, but six former high-ranking members 
of President Mauricio Funes’s government from 
2009 to 2014 have been detained.

 u Ecuador declared a 
state of emergency in its 
penitentiary system after 
riots at two prisons left 22 dead and 57 
wounded. President Guillermo Lasso issued 
the order “to mobilize all necessary human 
and economic resources to re-establish 
order” in Ecuador’s prisons. Lasso said the 
military would be in charge of controlling 
the prison perimeter and entry, while police 
officers would control the inside. Until now 
civilians trained as prison guards were in 
charge of indoor security.

 u Flooding has 
damaged a bridge 
on Russia’s Trans-

Siberian railway in its Far East, 
suspending traffic in the area, officials 
said, and President Vladimir Putin said 
full track repair would take five days. 
The world’s longest railway is a strategic 
transportation artery for the Russian 
economy, taking not just passengers but 
commodities such as oil, timber and coal 
between Europe and Asia.

 u Nigeria has received 
six of 12 turboprop light 
attack aircraft from 
the United States to help fight mounting 
insecurity, its air force said. Africa’s most 
populous nation faces several security crises, 
including a 12-year-old jihadist insurgency in 
the northeast, herder-farmer clashes in the 
centre, kidnapping for ransom in the northwest 
and separatist agitation in the south.

 u Pope Francis will skip a Mass on Sunday that he 
had been scheduled to say before his recent surgery, 
but the Vatican said there was no cause for alarm 
and that it was part of normal convalescence. The 
Vatican said the pope will go ahead with his Sunday noon 
prayer but that a Mass for the Catholic Church day to 
pay homage to the elderly and grandparents will be said 
instead by Archbishop Rino Fisichella.

El Salvador orders arrest of ex-
President Sanchez Ceren in graft probe

Russia’s Trans-Siberian railway 
blocked after flooding damages bridge

Ecuador declares emergency 
after 22 killed in prison riots

Nigeria receives six warplanes 
from US to fight insurgency

China’s Xi visits Tibet for 
first time as president

AFP | Beijing

President Xi Jinping is on a 
rare trip to China’s politi-

cally sensitive region of Tibet, 
state media reported yester-
day, the first such visit by the 
country’s top leader in more 
than three decades.

Tibet has alternated over 
the centuries between in-
dependence and control by 
China, which says it “peace-
fully liberated” the rugged 
plateau in 1951 and brought 
infrastructure and education 
to the previously underdevel-
oped region.

In footage released yester-
day by state broadcaster CCTV, 
Xi was seen greeting a crowd 
wearing ethnic costumes and 
waving Chinese flags as he left 
his plane, in a red carpet wel-
come as dancers performed 
around him.

Although he arrived on 
Wednesday at the Nyingchi 
Mainling Airport in the south-
east of Tibet, there was no 
mention of his visit in official 
media until two days later.

After a “warm welcome by 
cadres and masses of all ethnic 
groups”, Xi went to the Nyang 
River Bridge to learn about 
ecological and environmen-
tal protection of the Yarlung 
Tsangpo river and the Nyang 

River, CCTV said.
Xi has visited Tibet twice, 

once in 1998 as Fujian prov-
ince’s party chief and another 
time in 2011 as vice-president.

The last Chinese president 
to visit was Jiang Zemin in 
1990.

This time, Xi also visited the 
Nyingchi City Planning Muse-
um and other areas to look into 
urban development planning, 
rural revitalisation and the 
construction of urban parks.

On Thursday, he headed to 
the Nyingchi Railway Station 
to learn about planning for the 
Sichuan-Tibet Railway before 
taking a train to Lhasa.

Chinese President Xi Jinping is greeted on his visit to the Tibet autonomous 
region

Piles of cars swept away by floods lie at the entrance to a tunnel in Zhengzhou

National Disaster Response Force personnel rescue people stranded in floodwaters in 
Kolhapur

People ride on a front loader as they make their way through a flooded road 
following heavy rainfall in Zhengzhou

Great Barrier Reef avoids UNESCO ‘in danger’ listing
AFP | London

Australia yesterday avoided 
having the Great Barrier 

Reef listed as an endangered 
world heritage site by UNESCO, 
despite concerns about climate 
change-fuelled damage to the 
ecosystem’s corals.

At a World Heritage Commit-
tee meeting chaired by China, 
delegates voted not to down-
grade the reef to “in danger”, 
after a concerted lobbying ef-
fort by Canberra.

“May I sincerely thank the 
esteemed delegates for recog-
nising Australia’s commitment 
to protecting the Great Barrier 
Reef,” Australia’s Environment 
Minister Sussan Ley said in a 
statement to the body.

The United Nations’ cultur-
al agency had recommended 
in June that the reef ’s World 
Heritage status be downgrad-
ed because of its dramatic cor-
al decline, largely due to the 
impacts of climate change and 
poor water quality.

Tim Badman, director of the 
International Union for Con-
servation of Nature’s world her-
itage programme, argued that 
the reef “unambiguously” met 
the criteria for an endangered 
listing.

“Despite the major efforts 
that have been made by the 
state party, both the current 
status of the outstanding uni-
versal value of the Great Barrier 
Reef and the prospects for fu-
ture recovery have significantly 
deteriorated,” he said.

Ley had flown to Paris earlier 
this month to personally lobby 
member states on the commit-
tee, while Australia also took 
key ambassadors on a reef snor-
kelling trip.

The decision had already 
been postponed from 2015, 
when Australia successfully 
waged a similar diplomatic 
campaign and committed bil-
lions of dollars to reef protec-
tion.

But the 2,300-kilometre-long 
(1,400-mile-long) ecosystem 
has since suffered three mass 
coral bleaching events, which 

are caused by rising ocean tem-
peratures due to global warm-
ing.

Though government sci-
entists say corals have shown 
signs of recovery in the past 12 
months, they admit the reef ’s 
long-term outlook remains 
“very poor”.

Two thirds of the reef is be-
lieved to have been damaged 
in some way.

As well as coral bleaching, 
the reef is also susceptible to 
damage from cyclones and out-
breaks of crown-of-thorns star-
fish, which eat the coral.

UNESCO had accused Austral-
ia of failing to meet key water 
quality and land management 
targets, while also taking aim 
at the country for its lacklustre 
climate efforts.

Canberra is facing growing 
international criticism for re-
fusing to commit to net zero 
emissions by 2050.

The conservative govern-
ment has said it hopes to meet 
the target “as soon as possible” 
without harming the country’s 
fossil fuel-reliant economy.

An aerial view of the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of the Whitsunday Islands, 
along the central coast of Queensland

Despite the major 
efforts that have 
been made by the 
state party, both 

the current status 
of the outstanding 

universal value of the 
Great Barrier Reef 
and the prospects 

for future recovery 
have significantly 

deteriorated
TIM BADMAN, DIRECTOR OF THE INTER-

NATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF 
NATURE’S WORLD HERITAGE PROGRAMME

Xi has visited Tibet 
twice, once in 1998 as 
Fujian province’s party 
chief and another time 
in 2011 as vice-presi-

dent. The last Chinese 
president to visit was 

Jiang Zemin in 1990
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Crypto crackdown: Malaysian 
police steamroll bitcoin machines
AFP | Kuala Lumpur

Malaysian police hit on a 
novel way to dispose of 

more than 1,000 bitcoin-min-
ing machines seized in raids -- 
they crushed the devices using 
a steamroller.

Authorities on Borneo is-
land discovered the machines, 
worth an estimated 5.3 million 
ringgit ($1.25 million), in crack-
downs between February and  
April.

Eight people were arrest-
ed for allegedly stealing the 
equivalent of $2 million worth 
of electricity to power the ener-
gy-hungry computers, accord-
ing to police.

“The crypto-miners stole 
electricity,” said Hakemal Ha-
wari, a senior police official in 
the city of Miri, where the de-
vices were seized.

“Their actions are dangerous 
for life and property, as they can 
cause power outages.”

The 1,069 mining machines 
were laid out in a car park of a 
police station in Miri last week 
and crushed with a steamroller.

Six of those arrested were 
convicted of stealing electricity, 
jailed for six months and fined.

Crypto-mining -- the process 
by which computers mint new 
virtual currency and validate 
transactions -- requires vast 
amounts of energy and process-
ing power.

The process typically in-
volves large numbers of sophis-
ticated computers that form a 
specially designed “rig” that 
runs the complex calculations 
required to maintain a crypto-
currency network.

Bitcoin mining is common 

in the Southeast Asian nation, 
and there are regular reports of 
police arresting crypto-miners 
and seizing their rigs. While 
energy-hungry, the process can 
be lucrative with each bitcoin 
currently worth more than 
$32,000.

Malaysian police in Borneo destroy seized bitcoin-mining machines

The crypto-miners 
stole electricity. Their 
actions are dangerous 

for life and property, as 
they can cause power 

outages
HAKEMAL HAWARI, A SENIOR POLICE 

OFFICIAL

1,069
mining machines were 

laid out in a car park of a 
police station in Miri last 
week and crushed with a 

steamroller

Extreme rainstorms 
are continuing their 
path of destruction, 
dumping 260mm on 

the city of Xinxiang in 
just two hours

KNOW

BETTER

The monsoon is crucial 
for rain-fed crops 

planted during the 
season but the rains 

often cause extensive 
damage and kill scores 
of people each year

KNOW WHAT


