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Henry VIII is 

crowned King of 
England in Westmin-
ster Abbey, London

US President Franklin Pierce signs the Gadsden 
Purchase, buying 29,670 square-miles (76,800 
square km) from Mexico for $10 million (now 

southern Arizona and New Mexico)

News in brief 
 u The United States embassy 
in Qatar advised Americans there 
to “shelter in place” Monday, with 
other Western embassies echoing the 
warning after Tehran threatened to 
retaliate for US strikes on its nuclear 
sites. “Out of an abundance of caution 
we recommend American citizens 
shelter in place until further notice,” 
the US embassy said on its website. Britain 
and Canada later cited the US security 
alert in their own recommendations to 
nationals. In Bahrain, a close neighbour 
of Qatar that hosts the US Fifth Fleet, the 
American embassy “temporarily shifted a 
portion of its employees to local telework”, it said on X. Following the US warning 
in Doha, Qatar’s foreign ministry spokesman Majed al-Ansari said warnings by 
foreign embassies “do not necessarily reflect the existence of specific or credible 
threats”. “We would like to reassure the public that the security situation in 
the state remains stable,” he wrote on X. “Qatar continues to exert intensive 
diplomatic efforts to de-escalate tensions in the region.” On Sunday, the US State 

Department advised Americans worldwide to “exercise 
increased caution” because of the war between Israel 
and Iran.

u The UK government announced yesterday 
it would ban campaign group Palestine Action under 
anti-terror laws following a “disgraceful attack” on 

Britain’s largest air force base last week. The group denounced the proposed ban, 
announced by interior minister Yvette Cooper, as an “unhinged reaction” and its 
supporters scuffled with police in central London as they protested the move. On 
Friday, Palestine Action activists broke into the RAF Brize Norton base in southern 
England, raising questions about security at the site and embarrassing Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer’s Labour government. A video posted by the group showed 
two activists spraying a plane with red paint while 
roaming the base on scooters. Counter-terror police 
are investigating the incident.

u An Israeli strike on Evin prison in Tehran 
on Monday was irresponsible and put prisoners “in 
mortal danger”, Noemie Kohler, whose sister Cecile 
is being held in the jail, told AFP. Iran’s judiciary said 
Israeli strikes left sections of the facility damaged 
and Israel’s defence minister confirmed the army was 
targeting it. Cecile Kohler has been held along with 
her partner Jacques Paris in Iran since May 2022 on 
espionage charges their families reject.Overall, Iran 
is believed to hold around 20 European nationals in 
what some Western governments describe as a strategy of hostage-taking aimed 
at extracting concessions from the West. Most are held in Evin, a large, heavily 
fortified complex in the north of Tehran, notorious among activists for rights 
abuses.

u Foreign oil firms including giants 
BP and TotalEnergies evacuated some foreign 
staff from southern Iraq amid regional 
tensions, the state-owned Basra Oil Company 
said yesterday.  “Firms operating in the fields 
of the Basra Oil Company have temporarily 

evacuated some of their foreign personnel,” 
the company said in a statement. It added that 
operations were not affected in the southern 
province of Basra, which produces most of Iraq’s 
crude oil. The evacuations are due to the “security 
situation” in the region, an official from the company 
told AFP. British energy giant BP, which is one of 

the biggest foreign players in Iraq’s oil sector, evacuated staff from the huge 
Rumaila field. The evacuation “has not affected” production since Iraqi staff are 
handling operations in coordination “remotely” with the British firm, Basra Oil 
Company said. The Italian firm ENI “has gradually reduced its staff from 260 to 98 
employees”, while France’s TotalEnergies “evacuated 60 percent of its personnel 
in anticipation of an emergency”, the Iraqi company said. Russian oil giant Lukoil 
and Chinese companies have not evacuated their staff.

u Russian President Vladimir Putin 
yesterday slammed attacks on Iran as “unprovoked” 
and “unjustified” in a meeting with Tehran’s Foreign  
Minister Abbas Araghchi, but did not announce any 
concrete support to his key ally in the Middle East. 
“This absolutely unprovoked aggression against 
Iran is unjustified,” Putin said in televised remarks 
to Araghchi at the start of their meeting. Russia 
was “making efforts to help the Iranian people”, 
Putin said in the meeting, without elaborating. The 
Kremlin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov downplayed 
the exchange after the talks by saying “they were 
unlikely to be effective” during such a “heated 
moment”. Araghchi later said the meeting was “very 
good” and that Russia’s stance on the issue remained “firm”, noting its role in 
the UN Security Council. He did not provide further details on the talks with the 
Russian leader.

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz on Monday 
strongly backed the United States over its strikes on 
three nuclear sites in Iran, staking out a more defined 
position than other European allies have. “There 
is no reason to criticise what America did at the 
weekend. Yes, it is not without risk. But leaving things 

as they were was not an option either,” Merz said in a speech to the Federation 
of German Industries. Labelling Iran a “terror regime”, he added that “Israel 
has been under attack from Iran for years, if not decades, including through the 
financing of Hamas, Hezbollah, militias in Iraq and in many other places around 
the world”. The US strikes came after Israel launched large-scale attacks on June 
13 targeting Iran’s missile and nuclear facilities, as well as military leaders and 
security services.
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Uncertainty Heats up Hormuz
Tensions surge at world’s most vital oil chokepoint, 

threatening energy flows and maritime security
Conflicting signals deepen uncertainty as Trump 

urges talks while Iran warns of firm retaliation
The Strait of Hormuz is a strate-
gic waterway for seaborne oil.

 
Iran has  threatened its closure 
after Israel launched a massive 
air campaign earlier this month 
targeting nuclear and military 

sites, with the United States also 
striking key nuclear facilities 

Sunday. 

Iranian lawmakers floated the 
idea following the US attacks, 

though the decision remains with 
the National Security Council, 

Iran's highest security body. Teh-
ran has for decades threatened 

to close the strait every time 
tensions soared, but never acted 

on its warning.

Gateway to the Gulf
The Strait of Hormuz links the 

Gulf to the Indian Ocean and is 
situated between Iran and Oman’s 
Musandam exclave.

Its narrowness, at around 50 
kilometres (30 miles), and shallow 
waters, at no more than 60 metres 
(200 feet) deep, make it vulnerable 
to being sealed off militarily.

The strait is dotted with sparsely 
inhabited or desert islands, which 
are strategically important, nota-
bly the Iranian islands of Hormuz, 
Qeshm and Larak. Among them are 
also the disputed islands of Greater 
Tunb, Lesser Tunb and Abu Mussa, 
which have been under Iranian 
control since 1971.

Oil transit 
hotspot

The strait is a vital 
corridor connect-
ing the oil-rich Gulf 

with markets in Asia, Eu-
rope, North America and 
elsewhere.

According to the US En-
ergy Information Admin-
istration (EIA), the Strait 
of Hormuz is “one of the 
world’s most important oil 
chokepoints”.

About one-fifth of global 
oil and petroleum product 
consumption flows through 
the strait averaging 20 mil-
lion barrels per day in 2024, 
according to the EIA.

Around one-fifth of global 
liquefied natural gas trade 
also transited the Strait of 
Hormuz in 2024, primarily 
from Qatar, it said.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
have infrastructure to by-
pass the strait, potential-
ly mitigating disruption, 
but their transit capacity 
remains very limited -- 
around 2.6 million barrels 
a day.

“Large volumes of oil 
flow through the strait, and 
very few alternative options 
exist to move oil out of the 
strait if it is closed,” the EIA 
warned.

However, Iran “would 
gain little and lose a lot by 
actually doing it”, econo-
mist and Gulf specialist Jus-
tin Alexander said in a post 
on LinkedIn.

More than 80 percent 
of the oil and gas moving 
through the strait is des-
tined for markets in Asia, 
according to the EIA.

The move would draw re-
taliation and “undermine 
remaining alliances includ-
ing with the GCC/Iraq, who 
would suffer the most se-
vere economic impact, as 
well as oil and gas custom-
ers such as China,” Alex-
ander said, referring to the 
Gulf Cooperation Council.

China, a key backer of 
Tehran, buys more than 90 
percent of Iran’s oil exports, 
according to the analysis 
firm Kpler.

Thomas Juneau, a pro-
fessor at the University of 
Ottawa, warned any closure 
“would block Iran’s own oil 
exports, when its economy 
is already struggling”.

Military presence
Last year, the Guards seized a 

container ship transiting the 
strait, accusing it of Israeli links, 
following a deadly attack on Iran's 
consulate in Syria blamed on Israel.

In 2023, Western naval forc-
es operating in the Gulf warned 
ships sailing in the strategic Strait 
of Hormuz against approaching 
Iranian waters to avoid the risk of 
seizure.

There have been a series of such 
incidents since 2018, when US pres-
ident Donald Trump pulled out of 
a landmark nuclear deal with Iran 
and reimposed crippling sanctions 
on the Islamic republic, sending 
tensions soaring.

Oil transit was disrupted in 1984 
during the Iran-Iraq War (1980-
1988) when both sides attacked 
each other's shipping, damaging or 
destroying more than 500 vessels in 
the so-called "Tanker War".

Iran Guards, Tehran prison

Israel carried out “strikes 
of unprecedented force 
against regime targets and 

agencies of government oppres-
sion in the heart of Tehran”, 
Defence Minister Israel Katz 
said as an AFP journalist heard 
loud blasts in the north of the 
Iranian capital.

Katz said the targets included 
the notorious Evin prison in the 
city’s north, known to hold po-
litical prisoners and dissidents 
as well as foreign detainees.

Iran’s judiciary confirmed 
Evin was struck, reporting 
“damage” and stressing the sit-
uation was “under control”.

Israel also carried out a strike 
on Fordo, according to the mil-
itary and Iranian media, a day 
after US “bunker buster” bombs 
hit the underground nuclear 
site south of Tehran.

In Israel, air raid sirens sent 
people to bomb shelters on 
Monday, with the military re-
porting at least three missile 

barrages in less than two hours.
The state power company 

said that “damage near a stra-
tegic infrastructure facility” 
in Israel’s south caused outag-
es. In Tehran, authorities said 
electricity supply disrupted by 

an Israeli attack was restored.
Israeli strikes on Iran since 

June 13 have killed more than 
400 people, Iran’s health minis-
try said. Iran’s attacks on Israel 
have killed 24 people, accord-
ing to official figures.

UGC image posted on social media on June 23, 2025 shows a plume of smoke 
billowing after Israeli strikes in Tehran the same day.

'Extension of war'
• French president 
says US strike on Iran 
‘not legal’ but supports 
preventing Iran from 
acquiring nuclear arms

• UN experts 
call on Iran, Israel 
to avoid harm to 
prison detainees

• Qatar suspends 
air traffic as 
precautionary measure

• Son of ousted 
Iranian shah warns 
West against 
‘throwing lifeline’ 
to Iran leadership

• NATO Secretary 
General Mark Rutte 
stressed that Tehran 
should not be allowed 
to have a nuclear bomb

• Iran says arrests 
‘European’ accused 
of spying for Israel

• Israel’s state power 
company reported 
supply disruptions on 
Monday after damage 
near a “strategic 
infrastructure facility” 
at an undisclosed 
location, as Iran 
launched a fresh 
wave of missiles

• Donald Trump 
thinks Iranians 
should overthrow 
their government if it 
refuses to negotiate on 
its nuclear program, 
but the US president 
is “still interested” 
in diplomacy, the 
White House said

• Power restored 

in north Tehran 
after Israeli attack: 
Iran media

AFP 

Iran's armed forces threat-
ened on Monday to inflict 

"serious, unpredictable conse-
quences" on the United States 
in retaliation for its strikes on 
the Isfahan, Natanz and Fordo 
nuclear sites.

"This hostile act... will wid-
en the scope of legitimate tar-
gets of the armed forces of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and 
pave the way for the exten-
sion of war in the region," said 
armed forces spokesman Ebra-
him Zolfaghari.

Ali Akbar Velayati, an ad-
viser to Iran's supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said 
bases used by US forces "in the 
region or elsewhere" could be 
attacked.

The US embassy in Bahrain 
-- home to a major US military 
base -- reduced on-site staff-
ing citing "heightened regional 
tensions".

 ‘Spillover’
China yesterday warned 

against “the spillover 
of war”, urging the inter-
national community to do 
more to prevent the fighting 
from impacting the world’s 
economy, noting the global 
importance of the Gulf mar-
itime trade routes off the 
Iranian coast.

Oil prices briefly fell into 
the red on Monday after 
surging, as traders weighed 
possible retaliation by Iran.

US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio called on China to 
help deter Iran from clos-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, a 
chokepoint for one-fifth of 
the world’s oil supply.

The European Union’s 
foreign policy chief, Kaja 
Kallas, said closing the strait 
would be “extremely dan-
gerous”. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin slammed 
attacks on Iran as “unpro-
voked” and “unjustified” 
in a Moscow meeting with 
Tehran’s Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi, without 
announcing any concrete 
support to his key ally in the 
Middle East.

Nuclear stockpiles

The UN’s International 
Atomic Energy Agency 

demanded Monday the re-
turn of inspectors to Iran’s 
nuclear sites in a bid to 
“account for” its highly en-
riched uranium stockpiles.

“Allow IAEA inspectors... 
to go back to Iran’s nuclear 
sites and account for the 
stockpiles of uranium” in-
cluding the “400 kilograms 
enriched to 60 percent”, 
said agency chief Rafael 
Grossi.

At an emergency meeting 
of the organisation’s head-
quarters in Vienna, he said 
Tehran had sent him a letter 
on June 13 announcing the 
implementation of “special 
measures to protect nuclear 
equipment and materials”.

The vital strait
The narrow, U-shaped 

seaway snaking between 
Iran and the Arabian 

Peninsula is the gateway for 
Gulf energy shipments to global 
markets,

Closing the 50-kilometre (30-
mile) wide channel could spike 
oil to $120 a barrel, according to 
Deutsche Bank research, rais-
ing prices of transport, food and 
utilities around the world.

"It's in the best interest of 
all Middle Eastern countries 
to keep the Strait of Hormuz 
open and prevent any supply 
disruption," Rystad Energy sen-
ior analyst Lu Ming Pang wrote 
last week.

Currently, traders do not 
appear too concerned. Brent 
crude was trading at $76 on 
Monday, little changed from 
Friday's close.

"Looking at the oil price this 
morning, it is clear that the oil 
market doesn't assign a very 
high probability of (a closure) 
happening," said Bjarne Schiel-
drop, chief commodities analyst 
at SEB bank.

The big question is whether 
Iran is prepared to detonate 
this economic hand-grenade. 
Despite threats in the past, in-
cluding in 2011 as oil sanctions 
loomed, it has not pulled the 

pin.
According to a senior Euro-

pean official, the Iranians do 
not have the means to block 
the strait "long-term", but they 
could hamper shipping.

But "it would be a form of sui-
cide to do that," the official said.

"The effect on Israel would 
be close to zero, the effect on 
themselves immense, as well 
as on the United States, Europe 
and China."

Iranian forces have nearly 
200 fast patrol boats that can 

fire anti-ship missiles or tor-
pedoes, plus mine-laying ves-
sels, according to the Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic  
Studies.

But the US Fifth Fleet, a major 
naval force, is stationed across 
the Gulf in Bahrain, and Iran 
remains under daily fire from 
Israeli warplanes and drones.

Iran's own energy exports, 
in spite of sanctions, remain 
an important source of income 
for the world's ninth-biggest 
oil-producing country.

US bases
With United States mil-

i t a r y  b a s e s  s p re a d 
around the Gulf countries to 
Iran's west, there is no short-
age of potential targets.

Kuwait, in a legacy of the 
1990 Gulf war, houses about 
13,500 US forces, while the big-
gest US base in the region is Al 
Udeid in Qatar.

The US Fifth Fleet, covering 
the Gulf, Red Sea and parts of 
the Indian Ocean, is based in 
Bahrain, and about 3,500 US 
personnel are stationed at Al 
Dhafra Air Base in the United 
Arab Emirates.

Increased US involvement 
in the Iran-Israel war risks at-
tacks "on US interests, US bases 

and such across the region", 
said Renad Mansour, senior 
research fellow at Chatham 
House. "The US attack on Iran 
has now meant that this war 
is between Israel, the United 
States and Iran, which means 
that across the region, Iran 
may seek to target the US," he 
added.

However, this option is also 
fraught for Iran as it risks iso-
lating itself from the powerful 
Gulf monarchies that enjoy 
good relations with Wash-
ington. "Tehran is unlikely to 
strike Gulf Arab states," said 
Andreas Krieg, a senior lectur-
er at King's College London.

"Even as it sees the UAE and 

Sau-
di Ara-
bia as quiet 
enablers of the 
US-Israeli axis, Iran 
understands that any attack 
on their soil would likely uni-
fy them against it and open 
the door for greater American 
military presence.

"Instead, Iran may issue 
veiled warnings to these states, 
use regional proxies to pres-
sure them, or engage in cyber 
or intelligence disruptions tar-
geting their interests -- main-
taining plausible deniability 
while raising the cost of in-
volvement."

John Cabot claims parts of North America 
(what is now Eastern Canada) for England 
believing he has found Asia in Newfound-
land

Napoleon Bonaparte’s Grand 
Armée numbering half a million 
begin their invasion of Russia 
by crossing the Nieman River

PEACE CANNOT BE KEPT BY FORCE; 
IT CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED BY 
UNDERSTANDING
ALBERT EINSTEIN

Source: US Energy Information Administration     *not including petroleum products
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About 20% of global oil supply passes through this key maritime passage

Oil flow through the Strait of Hormuz

crude oil and condensate*,

in millions of barrels per day for Q1 2025
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• Bahrain 
suspends air traffic 
'temporarily' after 
Iran attack on US 
base in Qatar

• Iran National 
Security Council 
confirms targeting 
of US base in Qatar

• Qatar says 
‘reserves right’ to 
respond after Iran 
attack: statement

• Iran says attack 
on US base does 
not ‘pose any 
threat’ to Qatar

• Qatar says 
‘successfully 
intercepted’ missiles 
targeting US base

Iran National 
Security 
Council 
confirms 
targeting of US 
base in Qatar
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s National Securi-
ty Council confirmed 

it had attacked a major 
US military base in Qatar 
yesterday in retaliation 
for American strikes on 
its nuclear facilities, add-
ing its response did not 
“pose any threat” to its 
Gulf neighbour.

“In response to the 
US aggressive and inso-
lent action against Iran’s 
nuclear sites and facili-
ties, a few hours ago, the 
powerful armed forces 
of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran struck the US air 
base in Al-Udeid, Qa-
tar,” the council said in 
a statement, adding that 
the number of missiles 
used “was the same as the 
number of bombs that the 
US had used in attacking 
Iran’s nuclear facilities”.

“This action does not 
pose any threat to our 
friendly and brotherly 
country, Qatar,” it added.

Several 
explosions 
heard in 
Tehran: AFP 
journalist
Tehran, Iran

A series of explosions was 
heard Monday night in 

the north of Tehran, ac-
cording an AFP journalist, 
just as Iran announced it 
was launching missiles at 
US bases in retaliation for 
American strikes on nuclear 
facilities.

The journalist reported 
yellow flashes typical of Ira-
nian air defences in the sky 
over Tehran shortly before 
9:00 pm 


