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John Cabot claims Eastern Canada 
for England (believes he has found 
Asia in Nova Scotia)

Henry VIII is crowned King of 
England in Westminster Abbey, 
London

1st republican constitution in 
France adopted

1st exhibition by Pablo Picasso 
aged 19, opens in Paris

Drug users need 
science-based 
treatment, not 
punishment
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I’m doing everything 
in my power to com-

bat the effects of Putin’s 
Price Hike with historic 
oil production.

@POTUS

Touched by @sbasi-
jrasikh ’s and @so-

niamugabo ’s #mental-
health stories and brav-
ery. Thanks for sharing 
the challenges you faced 
and major kudos for 
finding the strength to 
overcome them. Togeth-
er, let’s ensure the world 
is listening and acting for 
mental health care for 
all. #CHOGM2022

@DrTedros

This is a decisive mo-
ment for the EU. I am 

confident that today we 
will grant candidate sta-
tus to Ukraine and to Mol-
dova. And express a clear 
and strong European 
perspective for Ukraine, 
Georgia and Moldova. 
#EUCO

@CharlesMichel

The world is facing 
the highest number 

of violent conflicts since 
1945. Prevention is more 
vital than ever. We must 
address the root causes 
of conflict, protect vul-
nerable communities, 
strengthen social cohe-
sion & invest in peace-
building.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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This year’s International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
shines a spotlight on the impact of drug challenges in health and human-
itarian crises. 

Conflicts, climate disasters, forced dis-
placement and grinding poverty create fer-
tile ground for drug abuse — with COVID-19 
making a bad situation even worse. At the 
same time, people living through human-
itarian emergencies are far less likely to 
have access to the care and treatment they 
need and deserve. 

Meanwhile, criminals are profiting from 
people’s misery, with cocaine production 
at record highs, and a five-fold increase 
in seizures of methamphetamines and a 
near-quadrupling of amphetamine seizures 
over the last decade. 

On this International Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, we renew 
our commitment to ending this scourge 
and supporting those who fall victim to it. 

This includes non-discriminatory pol-
icy solutions centred around people, 
health and human rights, underpinned by 
strengthened international cooperation to 
curb the illicit drug trade and hold account-
able those who profit from human misery. 

We must also strengthen science-based treatment and support services for drug 
users, and treat them as victims who need treatment rather than punishment, 
discrimination and stigma — including treatment for those living with infectious 
diseases like HIV/AIDS and hepatitis. 

We cannot allow the world’s drug problem to further shadow the lives of the 
tens of millions of people living through humanitarian crises. 

On this important day, let us commit to lifting this shadow once and for all, 
and giving this issue the attention and action it deserves. 

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Wildfire in southwest Turkey rages on, dashing hopes it was contained
Reuters | Istanbul

Firefighters battled a wild-
fire in southwestern Turkey 

from land and air yesterday, as 
hopes that the blazes were con-
tained fizzled after they spread 
again due to high temperatures 
and windy conditions a day ear-
lier.

Scenes of burning woodland 
near the Aegean coastal resort 
of Marmaris sparked fears of 
a repeat of last year’s fires that 
devastated tens of thousands 
of hectares (acres) across the 
region.

Reuters footage showed 
smoke billowing from hills and 
police water cannon vehicles 
helping firefighters as the blaze 
spread through the woodlands 
in the sparsely populated area.

Forestry Minister Vahit Kiris-
ci said he was hopeful that there 
would be positive developments 
regarding the fire by yesterday 
evening.

He said humidity was high-
er yesterday compared to a 
day earlier and that it was less 
windy, which he said would 
help efforts.

But the Mugla municipality 
said the wind was expected to 
pick up pace in the afternoon 
and that 2,881 hectares (7,119 
acres) of land were damaged 
so far, according to unofficial 
figures.

Yesterday, 45 helicopters 
and 12 planes were tackling the 
fire and dropping water on the 
flames after pausing overnight.

Kirisci said 274 people were 
evacuated as a precaution and 
that some 2,600 people were 
working to contain the fire.

He had said on Wednesday 
morning that the fire was con-
tained but it later spread, fanned 
by strong winds and hot weath-
er.

The cause of the fire, which 
began around 8 p.m. (1700 GMT) 
on Tuesday is not clear.

Human-induced climate 
change is making heat waves 
more likely and more severe, 
scientists say.

Last summer’s wildfires, most 
of which were also near Mar-
maris, were the most intense 

in Turkey on record, a Europe-
an Union atmosphere monitor 
said last year, adding that the 
Mediterranean had become a 
wildfire hot spot.

President Tayyip Erdogan’s 
government was criticised for 
being unprepared to fight the 
fires last year, especially due to 
a lack of planes and helicopters. 
It responded by saying the wild-
fires were the worst in Turkey’s 
history.

Kemal Kilicdaroglu, head of 
the main opposition Republi-
can People’s Party (CHP), said 
on Wednesday the government 
was “incompetent” and had not 
prepared for the fires since last 
year.

Rescuers scramble to reach Afghan quake survivors as foreign aid arrives

• The 5.9 magnitude 
quake destroyed 
thousands of buildings 
and left rescue teams 
scrambling through 
rubble for survivors

AFP | Kabul

Desperate rescuers bat-
tled against the clock and 
heavy rain yesterday to 

reach cut-off areas in eastern 
Afghanistan after a powerful 
earthquake killed at least 1,000 
people and left thousands more 
homeless.

Wednesday’s 5.9-magnitude 
quake struck hardest in the rug-
ged east, downing mobile phone 
towers and power lines while 
triggering rock and mudslides 
which blocked mountain roads.

“Getting information from the 
ground is very difficult because of 
bad networks,” Mohammad Amin 
Huzaifa, head of information for 
badly hit Paktika province, said 
yesterday, adding there was no 

immediate update to the death 
toll.

“The area has been affected by 
floods because of heavy rains last 
night... it is also difficult to access 
the affected sites.”

The disaster poses a huge logis-
tical challenge for Afghanistan’s 
new Taliban government, which 
has isolated itself from much of 
the world by introducing hard-
line Islamist rule that subjugates 
women and girls.

The aid-dependent country 
saw the bulk of its foreign assis-
tance cut off in the wake of the 

Taliban takeover last August, and 
even before the earthquake the 
United Nations warned of a hu-
manitarian crisis that threatened 
the entire population.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said the global agency 
has “fully mobilised” to help, de-
ploying health teams and supplies 
of medicine, food, trauma kits and 
emergency shelter to the quake 
zone.

‘Like a tsunami’ 
Afghan government spokesman 

Zabihullah Mujahid tweeted yes-

terday that aid flights had landed 
from Qatar and Iran, while Pa-
kistan had sent trucks carrying 
tents, medical supplies and food 
across the land border.

The earthquake struck areas 
that were already suffering the ef-
fects of heavy rain, causing rock-
falls and mudslides that wiped 
out hamlets perched precariously 
on mountain slopes.

The UN humanitarian coor-
dinator for Afghanistan, Ramiz 
Alakbarov, told reporters near-
ly 2,000 homes were likely de-
stroyed -- a huge number in an 

area where the average household 
size is more than 20 people.

“Seven in one room, five in the 
other room, four in another, and 
three in another have been killed 
in my family,” Bibi Hawa told AFP 
from a hospital bed in the Paktika 
capital.

“I can’t talk any more, my heart 
is getting weak.”

Hospital director Mohammad 
Yahya Wiar said they were doing 
their best to treat everyone.

“Our country is poor and lacks 
resources,” he told AFP. “This is 
a humanitarian crisis. It is like a 
tsunami.”

Footage released by the Talib-
an showed people in one village 
digging a long trench to bury the 
dead, who by Islamic tradition 
must be laid to rest facing Mecca.

Even before the Taliban take-
over, Afghanistan’s emergency 
response teams were stretched 
to deal with the natural disasters 
that frequently strike the country.

But with only a handful of air-
worthy planes and helicopters left 
since they returned to power, any 
immediate response to the latest 
catastrophe is further limited.

Lebanon’s Mikati 
named PM, urges 
action to secure 
IMF deal

Reuters | Beirut

Lebanon’s Najib Mikati was 
named prime minister 

yesterday, urging fractious 
politicians to set aside differ-
ences to secure an IMF deal 
which he said was the only 
chance to save the country 
from financial collapse.

Facing a politically diffi-
cult path to agreeing on a new 
cabinet, the billionaire tycoon 
who led three previous gov-
ernments said Lebanon did 
not have time for “drowning 
in conditions and demands” 
of rival groups over ministe-
rial posts.

“We are facing the chal-
lenge of either complete col-
lapse or gradual salvation,” 
said Mikati, referring to the 
IMF deal that promises $3 bil-
lion of support, contingent on 
reforms that have long been 
put off by Lebanon’s political 
elite.

Now in its third year, the 
financial meltdown has sunk 
the currency by more than 
90%, spread poverty, para-
lysed the financial system and 
frozen depositors out of their 
savings, in Lebanon’s most 
destabilising crisis since the 
1975-90 civil war.

Donor states want Lebanon 
to enact reforms to address 
root causes of the crisis, in-
cluding decades of state waste 
and corruption, before aid is 
released. read more
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Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

789,296 +1,002 9,195 +1 770,077 10,024

UAE 933,688 +1,621 2,309 914,192 17,187

Kuwait 640,857 2,555 633,803 4,499

Oman 389,758 4,260 384,669 829

Qatar 378,176 +694 678 372,939 4,559

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 88,451,152 1,039,802

2 India 43,347,597 524,941

3 Brazil 31,894,505 669,612

4 France 30,434,451 149,268

5 Germany 27,573,585 140,560

6 UK 22,558,085 179,783

7 Russia 18,409,651 380,711

8 S. Korea 18,305,783 24,488

9 Italy 18,071,634 167,967

10 Turkey 15,085,742 98,996

11 Spain 12,613,634 107,604

12 Vietnam 10,740,595 43,084

13 Argentina 9,341,492 129,016

14 Japan 9,191,098 31,077
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News in brief 
 u Ousted Myanmar 
leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi has been moved 

from house arrest to solitary confinement in a 
prison compound in the military-built capital 
Naypyidaw, a junta spokesman said yesterday. “In 
accordance with criminal laws... (Aung San Suu Kyi) 
has been kept in solitary confinement in prison” since 
Wednesday, Zaw Min Tun said in a statement. Suu Kyi 
had on Wednesday been “transferred to prison”, a 
source with knowledge of the case said.

 u Strikes crippled 
Britain’s rail network 
yesterday as union 
bosses, train operating firms and the 
government faced off over demands that 
workers’ pay increases keep pace with 
surging inflation. A spike in the cost of food 
and fuel is pushing many household budgets 
to the brink and is driving trade unions 
to demand higher pay increases for their 
members. The government has urged wage 
restraint to avoid an inflationary spiral. Unions formed picket lines around rail 
stations for the second day this week and warned of more industrial action unless 
a deal can be reached to improve pay and avoid redundancies.

 u India’s top diplomat 
held talks with Sri Lanka’s 
president and prime minister 

yesterday as India signalled its willingness to go beyond the $4 billion 
in loans, swaps and aid that it has already provided its cash-strapped 
neighbour. Indian Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra, accompanied by other Indian 
officials, held talks with President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe on providing further financial assistance to the country, the 
president’s office said in a statement.

 u Eight medical personnel are 
to stand trial accused of criminal 
negligence in the death of legendary 
Argentinian footballer Diego Maradona. A 
judge has ordered a culpable homicide trial after a 
medical panel found Maradona’s treatment was rife 
with “deficiencies and irregularities”. Maradona died 
in November 2020 of a heart attack in Buenos Aires, 
aged 60. He had been recovering at home from 
surgery on a brain blood clot earlier that month.

 u British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson defended his 
controversial migrant deal 

with Rwanda on a visit to the country yesterday, 
telling critics to “keep an open mind”. On the first day 
of a trip to Kigali -- which is hosting a Commonwealth 
summit this week -- he also heaped praise on Rwandan 
President Paul Kagame and the achievements of the east 
African country, despite widespread concerns about its 
human rights record. Johnson told reporters: “The critics 
need to keep an open mind about the policy.”

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi moved to 
solitary confinement in prison

India to support crisis-hit Sri 
Lanka’s economic recovery

UK’s Johnson defends 
migrant deal on Rwanda visit

Strikes cripple Britain’s railways, 
unions warn of more to come

Medical staff to face 
trial for Maradona’s death

A firefighting aircraft drops water on a wildfire near Marmaris, a town in Mugla 
province, Turkey

EU to grant Ukraine candidate 
status in ‘signal to Moscow’
Ukraine takes step toward EU membership as Russian forces tighten vise on Donbas cities

• Zelenskiy urges 
West to speed up heavy 
weapons deliveries

Reuters | Kyiv

Ukraine is set to be accept-
ed as a candidate to join the 
European Union yesterday, a 

move that boosts the country’s mo-
rale as Russian assaults wear down 
the defenders of two cities in the 
eastern Donbas region.

Although the approval of the Kyiv 
government’s application by EU lead-
ers meeting in Brussels is just the 
start of what will be a years-long 
process, it marks a huge geopolitical 
shift and will anger Russia as it strug-
gles to impose its will on Ukraine.

The expected green light “is a sig-
nal to Moscow that Ukraine, and 
also other countries from the for-
mer Soviet Union, cannot belong to 
the Russian spheres of influence,” 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the EU, 
Vsevolod Chentsov, told Reuters.

Friday will mark four months since 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
sent troops across the border in what 
he calls a “special military operation” 
partly necessitated by Western en-
croachment into what Russia con-
siders its sphere of influence.

The conflict, which the West sees 
as an unjustified war of aggression 
by Russia, has killed thousands, dis-
placed millions and destroyed cities 
as well as having ramifications across 
much of the world as food and energy 
exports have been curtailed.

Russia has focused its campaign 
on southern and eastern Ukraine 
after its advance on the capital Kyiv 

in the early stages of the conflict was 
thwarted by Ukrainian resistance.

The war of attrition in the Don-
bas - Ukraine’s industrial heartland 
- is most critical in the twin cities 
of Sievierodonetsk and Lysychansk, 
which sit on opposite sides of the 
Siverskyi Donets River in Luhansk 
province.

The battle there is “entering a sort 
of fearsome climax”, said Oleksiy 
Arestovych, an adviser to Zelenskiy.

Hot summer
Russian forces were trying to en-

circle Ukrainian troops defending 
Lysychansk, senior Ukrainian de-
fence official Oleksiy Gromov said 
in a briefing yesterday.

Luhansk Governor Serhiy Gaidai 
said separately that all Lysychansk 
was within reach of Russian fire and 
the Ukrainian troops there might 
retreat to new positions to avoid 
being trapped.

Ukrainian forces were defending 
Sievierodonetsk and the nearby set-
tlements of Zolote and Vovchoyrov-
ka, Gaidai said, but Russian troops 
had captured Loskutivka and Rai-Ol-
eksandrivka to the south.

Hundreds of civilians are trapped 
in a chemical plant in Sieviero-
donetsk while Ukraine and Russia 
dispute who controls the bombed-
out city.

Moscow says Ukrainian forces in 
the city are surrounded. But Gaidai 
said on Wednesday the Russians did 
not yet have full control of Sievier-
odonetsk.

TASS news agency quoted Rus-
sian-backed separatists as saying 
Lysychansk was now surrounded 
and cut off from supplies after a road 
connecting the city to the town of 
Sieviersk was taken.

On the southern front, Russian 
forces struck Ukrainian army fuel 
tanks and military equipment near 

Mykolaiv with high-precision weap-
ons, Russia’s defence ministry said, 
quoted by the Interfax news agency.

A river port and ship-building cen-
tre just off the Black Sea, Mykolaiv 
has been a bastion against Russian ef-
forts to push West towards Ukraine’s 
main port city of Odesa.

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
urged his country’s allies to speed 
up shipments of heavy weapons to 
match Russia on the battlefield.

“We must free our land and achieve 
victory, but more quickly, a lot more 
quickly,” he said in a video address 
early yesterday.

Later, Ukrainian defence minister 
said HIMARS multiple rocket sys-
tems had arrived from the United 
States. With a range of 70 km, the 
systems can challenge the Russian 
artillery batteries that have bludg-
eoned Ukrainian cities from afar.

“Summer will be hot for Russian 
occupiers. And the last one for some 
of them,” Defence Minister Oleksii 
Reznikov tweeted.

Shield for the EU
As well as Ukraine, Moldova and 

Georgia are also seeking to the join 
the EU in what would be its most 
ambitious expansion since welcom-
ing Eastern European states after the 
Cold War.

Russia has long opposed closer 
links between Ukraine, a fellow for-

mer Soviet republic, and Western 
groupings like the European Union 
and the NATO military alliance.

Diplomats say it will take Ukraine 
a decade or more to meet the criteria 
for joining the EU. But EU leaders say 
the bloc must make a gesture that 
recognises Ukraine’s sacrifice.

Ukraine’s move to join the EU 
ranks runs alongside applications by 
Sweden and Finland to enter NATO 
in the wake of the Russian invasion 
- indications that the Kremlin’s mil-
itary actions have backfired in its 
geopolitical aims.

Anna Melenchuk, a 29-year-old 
Ukrainian living in Brussels, was 
among a small crowd of her compa-
triots rallying outside the building 
where the EU leaders were meeting.

“It’s a very symbolic move on the 
side of the European Union...it’s not 
only the war against Ukraine, Russia 
waged this war also against Europe,” 
she told Reuters.

“Ukrainians today are a shield to 
the European Union, we are pro-
tecting Europe from the Russian 
aggression, so it’s so, so important to 
see this solidarity in action.”

Ukrainians living in Belgium protest outside the European Council building

People search rubble for survivors in Spera

We must free our land 
and achieve victory, but 
more quickly, a lot more 

quickly
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKIY

On this 
International 

Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking, 
we renew our 

commitment to 
ending this scourge 

and supporting 
those who fall 

victim to it

Getting information 
from the ground is very 
difficult because of bad 
networks. The area has 
been affected by floods 
because of heavy rains 

last night... it is also 
difficult to access the 

affected sites
MOHAMMAD AMIN HUZAIFA, HEAD OF INFOR-

MATION FOR PAKTIKA PROVINCE

45
helicopters and 12 planes 

were tackling the fire 
and dropping water on 

the flames after pausing 
overnight

Today marks four months 
since Russian President 

Vladimir Putin sent troops 
across the border in what 

he calls a “special mili-
tary operation”
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BETTER Najib Mikati arrives at the 
presidential palace in Baabda


