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 Napoleon Bonaparte’s Grand Armée 
numbering half a million begin their 
invasion of Russia by crossing the 
Nieman River

US President Franklin Pierce signs the Gadsden 
Purchase, buying 29,670 square-miles (76,800 
square km) from Mexico for $10 million (now 

southern Arizona and New Mexico)

1st exhibition by Pablo 
Picasso aged 19, opens in 
Paris

 1st radar 
detection of 

planes, Anacostia, 
Washington, D.C.
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Schools play a vital role 
in the well-being of 

students, families and 
their communities. The 
new @WHO/@UNESCO

 global standards are de-
signed to create schools 

that equip students with 
the knowledge & skills 
for their future health & 
well-being, employabili-
ty & life prospects.

@DrTedros

We can’t sit idly by 
while democra-

cy is in peril – here, in 
America. We need to 
protect the sacred right 
to vote and ensure “We 
the People” choose our 
leaders, the very foun-
dation on which our 
democracy rests. We ur-
gently need the For The 
People Act.

@JoeBiden

This #PublicService-
Day, join me in thank-

ing the hundreds of mil-
lions of public servants 
worldwide who dedicate 
themselves to ensuring 
the wellbeing of our com-
munities. As the world 
continues to face the 
devastation of #COVID19, 
their work is more impor-
tant than ever.

@antonioguterres

Developers/. . ./ex-
pect to extract 150 

million barrels of oil — 
roughly equivalent to 
operating 16 coal-fired 
power stations for a 
year.” The UK set to ap-
prove a new oilfield. The 
“green industrial revolu-
tion” is proving to be a 
huge success...

@GretaThunberg

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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180,079,604

3,900,979

164,822,188

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+160,500

+3,090

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 278,295 15,935 206,852 55,508

Saudi 
Arabia

478,135 +1,253 7,716 +13 459,091 11,328

UAE 618,148 +1,988 1,773 +6 597,008 19,367

Kuwait 342,929 1,888 322,897 18,144

Oman 254,656 +2,047 2,816 +34 222,344 29,496

Qatar 221,273 +154 586 +2 218,787 1,900

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,435,231 617,893

2 India 30,067,305 391,385

3 Brazil 18,056,639 504,897

4 France 5,760,002 110,829

5 Turkey 5,381,736 49,293

6 Russia 5,368,513 130,895

7 UK 4,667,870 128,027

8 Argentina 4,298,782 90,281

9 Italy 4,254,294 127,322

10 Colombia 3,997,021 101,302

11 Spain 3,768,691 80,719

12 Germany 3,731,551 91,101

13 Iran 3,128,395 83,329

14 Poland 2,879,192 74,893

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Germany’s coronavirus 
infection levels are 
encouraging but cases of the 
Delta variant are rising and 
the country should exercise sound 
judgment so as not to risk what it has 
achieved, Chancellor Angela Merkel 
said yesterday.  “The pandemic 
is not over yet. We are still on 
thin ice,” she told lawmakers in 
the Bundestag lower house of 
parliament.

u Nine Catalan 
separatists who were 
serving long prison sentences for their role in a failed 2017 independence bid 
were released from jail on Wednesday a day after being pardoned by Spain. Rain 
was falling as the seven male prisoners walked out of Lledoners jail some 70 
kilometres (45 miles) northwest of Barcelona, where they were met by umbrella-
carrying supporters shouting “Independence, independence!” As they walked 

through the gates, they 
were embraced by newly-
appointed Catalan leader 
Pere Aragones, and posed 
for a photograph alongside 
a Catalan independence 
flag and a banner reading 

“Freedom for Catalonia”, an AFP correspondent said. At the same time, the two 
remaining prisoners, both women, were released from two other facilities.

u Thai authorities warned demonstrators against gathering 
to mark the anniversary of the Siamese Revolution on Wednesday, citing 
the kingdom’s 
soaring Covid-19 
infections. Key 
pro-democracy 
groups have 
announced 
plans for demonstrations across Bangkok on 
Thursday to commemorate the 89th anniversary of the Siamese Revolution, an 
uprising that transformed Thailand from absolutism to a constitutional monarchy. 
Mass protests against the government of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha 
shook Bangkok in the second half of last year, fuelled by discontent at the former 
military chief who came to power via a 2014 coup, but tailed off as covid cases 
rose.

u A massive manhunt is underway in central India after a 
gang of robbers stole nearly a tonne of cow dung from a village, police 
said. Villagers in the central state of Chhattisgarh complained to police last week 
after more than 800 kilogrammes (1,770 pounds) of poo disappeared from their 
storehouse. Police said the gang struck at night, breaking into the depository in 

Korba district’s Dhurena village and fleeing with 
their pungent plunder estimated to be worth some 
1,600 rupees ($22). “We have questioned some 
suspects but no arrests have been made yet,” 
local police officer Harish Tandekar told AFP on 

Wednesday. He added that it was not clear how the suspects had been able to 
transport such a large amount of faeces, or why they had stolen it. “Investigations 
are continuing and every effort is being made to find the culprits,” Tandekar said.
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JOEL INDRUPATI 

Individuals Ethics vs 
Corporate Ethics

The real 
question is, 

therefore, 
about the 

conflict 
between 

individual 
ethics and 
corporate 

ethics. One’s 
individual 

beliefs 
need not be 

aligned with 
those of one’s 
organisation. 

“Água”, he said and pushed aside the Coca-Cola bottle from 
his table.

With that, Cristiano Ronaldo also pushed down the mar-
ket value of Coca-Cola by a shocking 4 billion dollars, overnight. 
And who was happy? 

Everyone. Well, everyone, except the company’s sharehold-
ers. 

The following day, Paul Pogba too removed a bottle of al-
coholic beverage placed in front of him at another Euro 2020 
press conference.

Both bottles, we know, were placed by companies that had bid 
for and paid enormous amounts of money to get those placings 
in those football briefings. So that their brands can get visibility.

In fact, if it were not for such sponsorships and advertise-
ments, we would not be enjoying 
many shows, sports or otherwise. 
TV broadcasting rights and online 
streaming rights are often bitterly 
contested for, with the sole aim of 
making revenue from sponsors. 
And we all know that, ultimately, 
advertising pays for all the shows 
we freely watch.

So, here is the question. Did 
Ronaldo, Portugal’s soccer-team 
captain and the poster-boy for 
health and fitness, do the right 
thing? And did Pogba, France’s 
midfielder and a professing Mus-
lim, do the right thing?

By standing up for their indi-
vidual beliefs, and by winning 
the applause of most of the world 
as ‘excellent role models’ for the 
young generation, did they real-
ly act in the best interest of the 
community?

Maybe yes. But then, wouldn’t 
that be a breach of contract? At 
least between the broadcasters 
and the sponsoring companies? 
Can these individual sports per-
sons act, brashly, to the detri-
ment of their sponsors? If you 
scare away the sponsors, will they 
come back next time? 

After all, it is the money that 
matters in the business of sports. 
Just like in the others. 

Which is why - to cash-in on 
the controversy - Ikea has already 
launched a reusable water bottle 
called ‘Cristiano’.

The real question is, therefore, about the conflict between 
individual ethics and corporate ethics. One’s individual beliefs 
need not be aligned with those of one’s organisation. 

I remember cricket tournaments being sponsored by Wills, 
Rothmans, and Benson and Hedges. All cigarette companies. 
That contrast was so striking that some cricketers had to state 
they stay healthy, and they really do not smoke.

On the ‘American Idol’ show, I often find it odd to see paper 
cups of Coke on the tables of those judges. Amidst all that glitz 
and the glamour on those shiny and smooth sets, I find those 
huge red paper-cups sticking out like sore thumbs. Perhaps, 
some would call those organisers and judges as suckers. Of not 
just that drink from those cups, but for the money the sponsors 
put in, which pays them.

Celebrities are often wooed with large sums of money be-
cause advertisers seek endorsements of their products. But if it 
backfires, like in Cristiano’s case now, advertisers might think 
twice before sponsoring again.

The fact that Cristiano himself had promoted Coca-Cola in 
his earlier days is overlooked. His 2006 advertising campaign 
for Coca-Cola has now been dug out by social media users who 
are sharing it and calling him a hypocrite.

But times are different. He is wealthy and wise now. And 
he probably regrets that old endorsement. And his individual 
ethical beliefs may have changed. That is understandable.

But, in the same way, organizational ethics should also be 
understood. After Cristiano’s act, Coca Cola had responded 
saying “everyone is entitled to their drink preferences” and that 
“players are offered water, alongside Coca-Cola and Coca-Cola 
Zero Sugar” at these events. So, did the company take away 
anyone’s choice? No.

Celebrities must regularly remind themselves of the adage, 
“with great power comes great responsibility”.

US prosecutors in October 
seized a network of web 
domains they said were 

used in a campaign by Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) to spread political 

disinformation around the 
world.

The Justice Department said 
then it had taken control 

of 92 domains used by the 
IRGC to pose as independent 
media outlets targeting au-

diences in the United States, 
Europe, Middle East and 

Southeast Asia.
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Russian forces 
reportedly fire 
warning shots at 
British destroyer in 
Black Sea

Reuters | Moscow

A Russian military ship 
fired warning shots at a 

British Royal Navy destroy-
er after it entered Russian 
waters in the Black Sea, 
and a Russian jet dropped 
bombs in its path as a warn-
ing, Interfax cited Russia’s 
defence ministry as saying 
on Wednesday.

The British Ministry of 
Defence did not immedi-
ately respond to a request 
for comment.

The HMS Defender left 
Russian waters soon after 
the incident, having ven-
tured as much as 3 kilo-
metres (2 miles) inside, 
the Russian ministry said, 
adding that the confronta-
tion took place near Cape 
Fiolent, a landmark on the 
coast of Crimea.

Ru s s i a  a n n exe d  t h e 
Crimean peninsula from 
Ukraine in 2014 in a move 
condemned by the West 
which still considers it 
Ukrainian territory.

“The destroyer had been 
warned that weapons would 
be used if it trespasses the 
border of the Russian Fed-
eration. It did not react to 
the warning,” it said.

A  R u s s i a n  b o m b e r 
dropped four high explo-
sive fragmentation bombs 
as a warning in the British 
destroyer’s path, according 
to the Russian ministry.

British Royal Navy’s Type 45 
destroyer HMS Defender arrives 
for a port visit in Istanbul, Turkey

US blocks 36 Iran websites for disinformation
• Several of the sites 
were back online 
within hours with new 
domain addresses

• The sites seized 
included Press TV, the 
Iranian government’s 
main English-language 
satellite television 
channel, and Al Alam, 
its Arabic-language 
equivalent

• The Justice 
Department said the 
33 domains used by 
IRTVU are owned by a 
United States company

Reuters | Dubai

The US Justice Department 
said yesterday it seized 36 
Iranian-linked websites, 

many of them associated with 
either disinformation activities 

or violent organizations, taking 
them offline for violating US sanc-
tions.

Several of the sites were back 
online within hours with new 
domain addresses.

“Today, pursuant to court or-
ders, the United States seized 33 
websites used by the Iranian Is-

lamic Radio and Television Union 
(IRTVU) and three websites oper-
ated by Kata’ib Hizballah (KH), 
in violation of US sanctions,” the 
department said in a statement.

Also spelled Kataib Hezbollah, 
KH is one of the main Iran-aligned 
Iraqi militia groups and has been 
designated a Foreign Terrorist Or-

ganization by the United States.
The sites seized included Press 

TV, the Iranian government’s 
main English-language satellite 
television channel, and Al Alam, 
its Arabic-language equivalent. 
Both came back online using Ira-
nian domain addresses Alalam.ir 
and Presstv.ir.

The Justice Department said 
the 33 domains used by IRTVU are 
owned by a United States compa-
ny and that IRTVU did not obtain 
a license from Treasury’s Office 
of Foreign Assets Control prior to 
utilising the domain names.

KH also did not obtain a license.
Notices appeared earlier on 

Tuesday on a number of Iran-af-
filiated websites saying they had 
been seized by the United States 
government as part of law en-
forcement action.

Iranian news agencies said the 
US government had seized sev-
eral Iranian media websites and 
sites belonging to groups affili-
ated with Iran such as Yemen’s 
Houthi movement.

The notices appeared days af-
ter a prominent hardliner and 
fierce critic of the West, Ebrahim 
Raisi, was elected as Iran’s new 

president and after envoys for 
Iran and six world powers, in-

cluding Washington, adjourned 
high-stakes talks on reviving their 
tattered 2015 nuclear accord and 
returned to capitals for consul-
tations.

The website of the Arabic-lan-
guage Masirah TV, which is run 
by the Houthis, read:

“The domain almasirah.net has 
been seized by the United States 
Government in accordance with a 
seizure warrant ... as part of a law 
enforcement action by the Bureau 
of Industry and Security, Office of 
Export Enforcement and Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.”

The site quickly opened up a 
new, working website at www.
almasirah.com.

Iran’s Arabic language Alalam 
TV said on its Telegram channel: 
“US authorities shut down Al-
Alam TV’s website.”

Notices also appeared on the 
website of Lualua TV, an Ara-
bic-language Bahraini independ-
ent channel that broadcasts from 
Britain.

The semi-official Iranian news 
agency YJC agency said on Tues-
day the US move “demonstrates 
that calls for freedom of speech 
are lies.”

A screen grab from alalamtv.net shows a notice saying the website has been seized 
by the United States government as part of law enforcement action,

Dozens killed after air strike on 
market in Ethiopia’s Tigray region
• The bomb hit a market 
at around 1:00 p.m

• The market had 
been full of families

• A medical official 
confirmed at least 
43 fatalities

AFP News

An air strike killed at least 43 
people in the town of Togo-

ga in Ethiopia’s Tigray region 
yesterday, a medical official told 
Reuters, after residents said new 
fighting had flared in recent days 
north of the regional capital Me-
kelle.

Ethiopian military spokesman 
Colonel Getnet Adane did not 
confirm or deny the incident. He 
said air strikes were a common 
military tactic and that govern-
ment forces do not target civil-
ians.

The bomb hit a market at 
around 1:00 p.m., according to 
a woman who said her husband 
and two-year-old daughter had 
been injured.

“We didn’t see the plane, but 
we heard it,” she told Reuters on 
Wednesday. “When the explosion 
happened, everyone ran out. After 
a time we came back and were 
trying to pick up the injured.”

The woman said the market had 
been full of families, and she did 
not see any armed forces in the 
area. “Many, many” people had 
been killed, she said.

Reuters could not independent-
ly verify her account. She and oth-
er sources asked not to be identi-
fied for fear of reprisals.

The medical official confirmed 
at least 43 fatalities, citing wit-
nesses and first responders.

A spokesperson for Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed and the 
head of a government task force 
on Tigray did not respond to re-
quests for comment on the in-
cident.

News of the airstrike came as 
Ethiopian officials counted bal-
lots from national and regional 
parliamentary elections held this 
week in seven of the nation’s 10 
regions. 

No voting was held in Tigray, 
where the military has been bat-
tling forces loyal to the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front (TPLF), the 
region’s former ruling party, since 
November. Security concerns and 

problems with ballot papers also 
delayed voting in two other re-
gions.

Residents reported that TPLF 
forces had entered several towns 
north of Mekelle in the past three 
days, withdrawing from one of 
them within hours.

Ambulances blocked
The official and two other 

health workers helping with the 
response in Togoga told Reuters 
on Wednesday that Ethiopian 
soldiers were blocking the main 
road from Mekelle to the town 
and preventing ambulances from 
reaching the scene.

“Patients are dying right now,” 
said the official.

He said two ambulances had 
been able to reach the town via a 
back road late on Tuesday but did 
not have the necessary equipment 
and were not being allowed to 
leave.

He said the teams had counted 
at least 40 dead at the scene, three 
people had died overnight, and 
there were 44 critically wounded 
patients needing treatment.

Another medical worker said 
around 20 health workers in six 
ambulances had tried to reach the 
wounded on Tuesday but soldiers 
stopped them at a checkpoint.

A woman is taken to Ayder Referral Hospital, in Mekelle, after an air strike in 
Togoga, Ethiopia’s Tigray region

North Korea’s foreign minister says talks with US would lead ‘nowhere’
AFP | Seoul 

North Korea’s foreign minister 
yesterday ruled out any talks 

with the United States, saying 
dialogue with Washington would 
“get us nowhere”.

His comments come after Sung 
Kim, the top US envoy in charge of 
North Korea negotiations, visited 
South Korea this week in a bid to 

restart diplomacy with the nucle-
ar-armed nation.

But US hopes for a revival of 
talks were rebuffed by influential 
official Kim Yo Jong, the sister 
of North Korea’s leader, saying 
Washington had “wrong” expec-
tations for dialogue.

Foreign minister Ri Son Gwon 
said yesterday he welcomed Kim’s 
rejection of the “hasty judgment, 

conjecture and expectation of 
the US”.

“We are not considering even 
the possibility of any contact with 
the US, let alone having it, which 
would get us nowhere, only taking 
up precious time,” he was quoted 
as having said by the state-run 
KCNA news agency.

Talks between Washington and 
Pyongyang have long been stalled 

over the international sanctions 
imposed on the nuclear-armed 
state and what the North should 
give up in return for their  
lifting.

In her Tuesday statement, Kim 
Yo Jong derided recent comments 
made by US national security ad-
viser Jake Sullivan, who called 
her brother’s remarks an “inter-
esting signal”.

Japan top court backs ban on 
separate married surnames
AFP | Tokyo

Japan’s top court yesterday 
ruled a law requiring mar-

ried couples to have the same 
family name is constitutional, 
rejecting plaintiffs who sought 
the right to keep separate sur-
names, local media said.

The plaintiffs -- three cou-
ples -- submitted marriage 
registration documents with 
different surnames for wives 
and husbands in 2018. But mu-
nicipal governments refused 
to accept the documents, the 
Mainichi Shimbun newspaper 
reported.

The plaintiffs argued requir-
ing married couples to choose 
a single name “is against equal-
ity under the law and freedom 
of marriage, which are guaran-
teed by the constitution.”

The ruling is in line with a 
2015 Supreme Court decision 
that also found the law con-
stitutional but urged lawmak-
ers to discuss a bill addressing 
growing calls for flexibility on 
the issue.

Calls to allow separate sur-
names have been growing 
in recent years. The couples 
argued that the “reasons for 
the 2015 verdict are no longer 
valid given changes in society”, 
Jiji Press said.

Supreme Court officials 
could not immediately confirm 

details of Wednesday’s verdict, 
which was widely reported by 
local media.

Under existing legislation, 
couples can choose to adopt 
either the husband or wife’s 
surname when they marry. But 
in practice, the vast majority of 
couples opt for the husband’s 
name.

The surname rule has been 
in place since the late 19th cen-
tury as part of a family sys-
tem gathering members under 
one head of household, usually 
male.

Backers say having a single 
family name is important to 
promote family ties and con-
sider efforts to change the 
rules an attack on traditional 
values.

Three killed in 
bomb targeting 
police in Pakistan’s 
Lahore
AFP | Lahore, Pakistan

A bomb killed three peo-
ple in Pakistan’s eastern 

megacity Lahore yesterday, 
in an attack officials believe 
targeted police and security 
forces.

The blast happened out-
side a house near a check-
point in an affluent neigh-
bourhood, the province’s 
police chief Inam Ghani 
said.

“Our assessment is that 
the most obvious target was 
the police and security forc-
es,” he said, adding that the 
blast was being treated as a 
terrorist incident.

He said it was unclear 
whether a vehicle was 
packed with explosives 
that were remotely det-
onated or if  a  suicide 
bomber was behind the  
blast.


