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Getting vaccinated, booster 
shots and vaccines for 12-17 
year olds protects everyone
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Iran’s rocket 
launch ‘failed’
Dubai

Iran likely conducted a 
failed launch of a satel-

lite-carrying rocket in re-
cent days and now appears 
to be preparing to try again, 
the country’s latest effort 
to advance its space pro-
gramme amid tensions with 
the West over its tattered 
nuclear deal.

We’re here for you!
Tamkeen extends financial support to COVID-affected businesses and individuals

• Register on website 
from June 27 to July 11 
for three-month support 

TDT | Manama

Tamkeen is extending fi-
nancial support for three 
more months to business-

es and individuals hardest hit 
by the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic.

The Labour Fund announced 
the extension of its Business 
Continuity Support Programme 
from June, July to August dur-
ing a meeting of its Board of 
Directors. 

The decision is based on His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa’s directives to launch a 
financial and economic stimulus 
package to reduce the effects 
of the pandemic and maintain 
sustainable development efforts.

It also follows the order of 
His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, to government entities 
to continue implementing the 
royal directives and develop the 

right solutions to support sec-
tors adversely affected by the 
pandemic.

Tamkeen will reopen its ap-
plication window for the Busi-
ness Continuity Support Pro-
gramme from Sunday, June 27, 
to July 11.

The support will cover chil-
dren’s play leisure centres, day 
care centres, cinemas, gyms 
and fitness studios, salons and 
spa, restaurants and cafes that 
are mainly reliant on dine-in 
services, events’ halls, retail 
shops (non-food items), travel 
and tourism agencies and event 
planning companies.

The salaries of taxi and bus 
drivers and driving trainers are 

also expected to be supported 
for three months.

Eligibility criteria of the sec-
tors benefiting from the Support 
Programme will be available on 
Tamkeen’s website.

The applications will be as-
sessed and the value of the sup-
port will be determined based 
on the extent to which the insti-
tution is affected by the closure 
of businesses.

The Business Continuity Sup-
port Programme was introduced 
in April last year to provide fi-
nancial assistance to sectors af-
fected by COVID-19. The Fund 
provided 100 per cent wage sup-
port to all sectors from April to 
June last year, then 50 per cent 

to affected sectors from July to 
December.

Last March, Tamkeen also ex-
tended support for another six 
months to institutions operating 
in exhibitions, conferences and 
gyms due to the suspension of 
their activities in implementa-
tion of the precautionary meas-
ures.

The support, which was also 
under the Business Continuity 
Support Programme, included 
tour guides in the tourism and 
hospitality sector registered 
with the Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism.

(Tamkeen hails leadership 
call for private sector’s partic-
ipation - Page 2)
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The applications will be 
assessed and the value 
of the support will be 
determined based on 

the extent to which the 
institution is affected by 
the closure of businesses.

Cinemas and gyms stand to benefit from the programme


