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Turkey now understands 
that the collective punish-
ment of the Kurds on the 
southeastern periphery 

affects freedoms and dem-
ocratic culture across the 
country. What was limited 
to the Kurds has become 
the norm for Erdogan’s 

opponents elsewhere too. 
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SELAHATTIN DEMIRTAS

Turkey will vote in presi-
dential and parliamenta-
ry elections today. I am 

one of six candidates running 
for president. I am running from 
my prison cell.

I am writing from a maxi-
mum-security prison in Edirne, 
a city in northwestern Turkey, 
near the border with Bulgaria. I 
was arrested one year and eight 
months ago while I was a mem-
ber of the Turkish parliament 
and the co-chairman of the Peo-
ples’ Democratic Party, known 
as the HDP, for which six million 
people voted in the last election.

My jailers chose to impris-
on me here because Edirne is 
far from my home, family and 
friends in the southeastern 
Kurdish region of the country. 
My cellmate is, like me, an elect-
ed member of the parliament.

For the past few months, we 
have been hearing the nearly un-
remitting noise of construction. 
A large new prison is being built 
next door. A state of emergency 
was imposed on Turkey after the 
failed coup attempt in 2016, and 
existing prisons are stretched 
beyond their limits. The right 
to free expression and assem-

bly has been cast aside, and the 
number of ordinary people in-
carcerated is growing by the day.

The Turkish government 
led by Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
Justice and Development Party, 
known as the AKP, has turned 
its back on universal democratic 
values and pushed the country 
to the brink of political and eco-
nomic crisis.

With the exception of Presi-
dent Erdogan, all of my fellow 
candidates have declared that 
I should be freed. They cast 
aside ideological differences and 
came to my defence because 
they know the government is 
holding me for its own politi-
cal gain and not for any crime 
I committed. They understand 
that if I were free, Erdogan’s 
chances of winning the elections 
would be far slimmer. They rec-
ognise that no matter who wins, 
the imprisonment of a presiden-
tial candidate casts a pall over 
the legitimacy of the elections.

I am among the tens of thou-
sands of dissidents who have 
been targeted by punitive meas-
ures normalised under the state 
of emergency. The government 
has so far started 102 investiga-
tions and filed 34 separate court 
cases against me. If it has its way, 
I will face 183 years in prison.

The accusations against me in 
the indictments by prosecutors 
are based entirely on political 
speeches and statements that 

I made. If only the Turkish ju-
diciary hadn’t buckled under 
government pressure and had 
adhered solely to the law. After 
my arrest I was not allowed a 
courtroom hearing for more 
than a year. My prosecution 
has been unjust. My arrest was 
a political decision. I remain a 
political hostage.

Only the democratic struggle 
of the people for their own free-
dom will free Turkey from au-
thoritarianism and fear and free 
its institutions — the judiciary 
and the press — from tutelary 
control by the government.

I am deprived of the right to 
hold rallies or communicate 
directly with the people. The 
men and women of the HDP are 
campaigning with great deter-
mination. I reach you and the 
world beyond the prison walls 
through messages conveyed 
by my lawyers. I address the 
people through social media 
accounts my advisers help me 
run.

My Twitter account was 
dormant for a long while after 
my arrest. When tweets from 
my account started appearing 
again in September 2017, prison 
guards rushed in to inspect my 
cell. The search was pretty in-
vasive. When I asked them what 
they were searching for, they 
replied that they were looking 
for the source of my tweets.

The only vaguely sophisticat-

ed device they found in my cell 
was the electric kettle I use to 
boil water. After establishing 
that I could not have used the 
kettle to tweet, the guards left. 
Despite the absurdity of the in-
cident, it was quite revelatory 
about the indescribable fear that 
engulfs authoritarian leaders 
when confronted with oppo-
nents who persevere despite 
persecution. How acute must 
Erdogan’s fear be?

For the past three years, the 
AKP has conducted a relentless 
propaganda campaign with the 
acquiescence of the media to 
undermine the Peoples’ Dem-
ocratic Party by portraying our 
members as “terrorist collabo-
rators.” Yet our voters and sup-
porters have remained steadfast.

In the summer of 2015, after 
the peace process broke down 
and armed conflict returned to 
the southeastern Kurdish areas 
of Turkey, my party did its best 
to prevent conflict through di-
alogue. We could have devised 
more effective ways to stop the 
fighting.

But everything changed after 
the June 2015 elections, which 
saw Erdogan’s party lose a par-
liamentary majority. His gov-
ernment insisted on military 
intervention, and the Turkish 
army moved in against the mili-
tant Kurdish youth who had set 
up barricades in various towns 
and cities.

Erdogan sought to punish the 
Kurds, who robbed his party of 
its parliamentary majority, and 
to consolidate the nationalist 
vote. His party won the Novem-
ber 2015 elections and he con-
tinued to intensify the conflict 
thereafter.

The coming elections will 
shape the future of Turkey. It 
is statistically unlikely that any 
candidate who shuns the sup-
port of Turkey’s Kurdish popu-
lation — around one-fifth of its 
81 million people — and their 
demands for peace can win.

An inherently anti-democrat-
ic rule in Turkey bars a political 
party that does not win 10 per 
cent of the national vote from 
taking its seats in the parlia-
ment. The seats are transferred 

to a party that has crossed the 
threshold and has the sec-
ond-highest number of votes 
on those seats.

We are confident of cross-
ing the steep threshold, but if 
we fail to get 10pc of the vote, 
around 80 of our parliamen-
tary seats will go to Erdogan’s 
party, which would deliver him 
a comfortable majority in the 
parliament and further ease 
his executive presidency. In es-
sence, the AKP rule will be un-
justly secured through the votes 
of millions of disenfranchised 
Kurdish citizens.

Erdogan and his governing 
AKP are using the prolonged 
state of emergency and other 
underhanded measures to en-
sure that the HDP doesn’t get 
10pc of the vote.

Thousands of polling stations 
have been relocated in the south-
eastern Kurdish region, which 
will force rural voters to travel 
miles through military check 
posts to cast their votes instead 
of voting in their own villages. 
An increased number of securi-
ty personnel are also being de-
ployed at the polling stations in 
the region, which could cause 
intimidation of our voters.

In a video of Erdogan address-
ing his party workers that was 
leaked last week, he emphasizes 
the importance of the HDP falling 
below the election threshold and 
asks them to mark HDP support-

LUIS CARLOS REYES

The victory of Iván Duque 
in the Colombian presi-
dential race on June 17 is 

the result of a series of unfortu-
nate ideological exports from the 
United States.

Duque, who clearly paid at-
tention to the antics of the Re-
publican Party while living in 
Washington, won on a platform 
of trickle-down economics and 
so-called family values. While 
catering to the social values of 
conservative voters has been a 
common strategy in Colombia, 
appealing to trickle-down eco-
nomics has not. Duque’s success 
in a country whose constitution 
enshrines the right to universal 
health care, education and a pro-
gressive taxation system should 

be a warning to progressives and 
advocates for the poor across the 
region, as well as to academic 
economists, who may soon find 
themselves fighting the same 
kind of right-wing economic 
populism that has until now been 
regarded as an American oddity.

The president-elect claimed 
that the Colombian government 
was bloated and that taxation lev-
els were extremely high. Ameri-
cans are used to hearing this ca-
nard when discussing their own 
tax system, and those who bother 
to look up the statistics know 
this to be false: Whereas average 
tax revenues in the Organisa-
tion for Economic Cooperation 
and Development countries are 
around 34 per cent of the gross 
domestic product, in the United 
States they hover around 26pc. 
It is downright alarming, then, 
that the same claim could be suc-
cessfully made in a country like 
Colombia, where tax revenues 
are a modest 20pc of a much 
smaller gross domestic prod-

uct, well below OECD and Latin 
American averages.

Duque adopted the Republi-
can rhetoric according to which 
“job creators” are treated unfair-
ly, and he campaigned for tax re-
ductions for these “creadores de 
empleo.” The fact of the matter, 
however, is that the rich receive 
preferential treatment, and even 
more so in Colombia than in the 
United States.

In 2010 — the latest year for 
which data in Colombia are 
available — the effective tax rate 
paid by the top 1pc of income 
earners was 11.5pc, a bargain 
compared with the 23pc paid by 
the top 1pc in the United States 
during that same year.

The new president has called 
for national unity, and Colom-
bians should give him the ben-
efit of the doubt. While it may 

be hard for him to completely 
escape the influence of former 
president Álvaro Uribe, whose 
support was instrumental in his 
election since he was mostly un-
known to the public a year ago, 
he may move to the center none-
theless. Some of his key allies in 
Congress, such as the Liberal 
Party, may block his intended 
changes to the constitution to 
alter presidential term limits, 

An inmate’s plea to save 
Turkish democracy 

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his party are using the state of emergency and  
other underhanded measures to suppress Kurdish votes

Colombia’s left to right march 

The new 
president 

deserves the 
benefit of the 

doubt, but 
his economic 

policies should 
remain a cause 

of concern

1939
Siam is renamed Thailand by 
Plaek Phibunsongkhram, the 
country’s third prime minister.

1963
The United Kingdom grants 
Zanzibar internal self-
government.

2002
The Igandu train disaster in 
Tanzania kills 281, the worst 
train accident in African history.

2010
Julia Gillard assumes office as 
the first female Prime Minister of 
Australia.
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India’s demographic div-
idend is our asset, which 

can contribute to further 
commercial growth. Spoke 
about the need for our busi-
ness to use more technol-
ogy, expanding GeM and 
ways to boost exports in 
multiple sectors.

@narendramodi
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Drudge Report  “OBA-
MA KEPT THEM IN 

CAGES, WRAPPED THEM 
IN FOIL” We do a much 
better job while at the 
same time maintaining a 
MUCH stronger Border! 
Mainstream Fake Media 
hates this story.

@realDonaldTrump 

It’s shameful that dems 
and the media exploit-

ed this photo of a little 
girl to push their agenda. 
She was not separated 
from her mom. The sep-
aration here is from the 
facts. Dems should join 
POTUS and fix our bro-
ken immigration system.  
#ChangetheLaws

@PressSec   

I feel like Belgium focus 
on plays and teamwork 

rather than sharp elbows 
and theatrics. Spain v Por-
tugal was mostly about 
who could dive prettier. 
Belgium’s entire team play, 
while most of the big teams 
revolve around one or two 
players.

@pirahx

 

We saw a curious 
phenomenon in 
the past couple of 

weeks – I believe that over 
27,000 visitors enjoyed the 
skilled and colourful Disney 
on Ice show that was flown in 
specially for the Eid break. It 
was an inspired move of the 
Tourism Authorities to project 
Bahrain as a holiday destina-
tion for families with special 
international attractions. In 
the absence of permanent 
theme parks, these ‘pop-up’ 
shows are a great way to gather 
holiday-makers.

In the same Eid 
holiday period, how 
many visitors made 
an effort to explore 
the Bahrain Fort, the 
Jasra House, birth-
place of our beloved 
late Amir Shaikh Isa 
bin Salman Al Khali-
fa, or the Saar Temple 
site? Yes, the hot sum-
mer sun makes it dif-
ficult to drum up the 
enthusiasm for such 
outdoor and families 
would rather spend 
the time in indoor 
shows and malls. But 
that does not make 
the importance of these sites 
to our Kingdom’s history any 
less. They are markers in our 
history, which tell us about the 
conflicts we faced, the issues 
that shaped us and the people 
and circumstances who built 
our nation. These places give 
us our identity. 

Bahrain actually has a very 
effective plan for protecting 
our heritage and over the past 
decade, we have won praise 
for the way our historic mon-
uments have been restored 
and the roads leading to them 
marked clearly. However, 
while heritage is preserved 
at the highest level, not much 
is being done to promote the 
interaction of our history on 
a daily basis among people – 
tourists and residents alike. 
Few of us have seen the pains-
takingly restored Pearling 
Trail in Muharraq, the Poetry 
House, home of our late Poet 
Laureate Ibrahim Al Arrayedh 
and many such heritage sites. 

It is important to create a 
sense of ownership among 
people for these immeasurably 
valuable sites where Bahrain’s 
character was shaped. There 
are many enemies of these an-
cient sites – war, unrest, cli-
mate change, even over-tour-
ism, strangely enough. But a 
lack of interest in them by gen-
erations to come will surely 
sound the death-knell of these 
sites.

Bahrain is well-balanced at 
the edge of heritage preserva-
tion and tourism promotion. 
We get visitors and cruise 
ships but nothing that will 
overwhelm us in numbers. The 
time is right to take a look at 
our strategy to make our her-
itage sites living memorials of 
our history. 

As a first step, we should 
make information about tour-

ism accessible online and pop-
ularise our tourist spots and 
activities. To appeal to all age 
groups, we should continue 
to have activities such as the 
Disney shows, the Bahrain 
Summer Festival and Spring 
of Culture. However, let us also 
plan different layers of explo-
ration such as classroom trips 
and get our youth also involved 
in preserving our heritage sites. 
Tourism and culture authori-
ties must invest in local sound 
and light shows that can high-
light Bahrain’s history. They 
may cost as much as the Disney 
shows, for sure, but they will 
speak the timeless story of our 
past and embed it in our future. 

We need to work on our 
strengths such as a peaceful 
environment and a rich history 
and build a new narrative of 
Bahrain that will stand the test 
of time.

(Capt Mahmood Al Mahmood is the 
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune.)          

As a first step, we 
should make 
information about 
tourism accessible 
online and popularise 
our tourist spots and 
activities. To appeal 
to all age groups, we 
should continue to 
have activities such 
as the Disney shows, 
the Bahrain Summer 
Festival and Spring of 
Culture.

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Building future 
from our past

to a party that has crossed the 
threshold and has the sec-
ond-highest number of votes 
on those seats.

We are confident of cross-
ing the steep threshold, but if 
we fail to get 10pc of the vote, 
around 80 of our parliamen-
tary seats will go to Erdogan’s 
party, which would deliver him 
a comfortable majority in the 
parliament and further ease 
his executive presidency. In es-
sence, the AKP rule will be un-
justly secured through the votes 
of millions of disenfranchised 
Kurdish citizens.

Erdogan and his governing 
AKP are using the prolonged 
state of emergency and other 
underhanded measures to en-
sure that the HDP doesn’t get 
10pc of the vote.

Thousands of polling stations 
have been relocated in the south-
eastern Kurdish region, which 
will force rural voters to travel 
miles through military check 
posts to cast their votes instead 
of voting in their own villages. 
An increased number of securi-
ty personnel are also being de-
ployed at the polling stations in 
the region, which could cause 
intimidation of our voters.

In a video of Erdogan address-
ing his party workers that was 
leaked last week, he emphasizes 
the importance of the HDP falling 
below the election threshold and 
asks them to mark HDP support-

ers and “conduct special work.”
Turkey now understands that 

the collective punishment of 
the Kurds on the southeastern 
periphery affects freedoms and 
democratic culture across the 

country. What was limited to the 
Kurds has become the norm for 
Erdogan’s opponents elsewhere 
too. The only hope for a liberal, 
democratic future lies in our 
coming together to defeat the 

authoritarian regime. 

(Selahattin Demirtas is the Peoples’ 
Democratic Party’s presidential 
candidate in Turkey. This essay 

was translated from the Turkish by 
Amberin Zaman.)   

weaken the judiciary or alter 
significant aspects of the peace 
deal, which is what most center-
left voters fear Uribe wants him 
to do.

However, his successful ad-
aptation of trickle-down eco-
nomics to Colombian — and, 
indeed, Latin American — pol-
itics should remain a cause for 
concern. Colombia endures 
more inequality than most oth-
er countries in the world, and 
its economy is beholden to the 
interests of local oligopolies 
that control the financial sec-
tor and other key industries. 
These industries, like many in 
the United States, successful-
ly produce studies and reports 
casting economic facts in a light 
that’s convenient to their own 
interests, but not often to the 
public at large. Unlike in the 
United States, however, misin-
formation about basic economic 
facts is rarely met by vigorous 
opposition from citizen organ-
izations at the intersection of 

academia and public policy.
The Observatorio Fiscal, an 

organisation I lead at Universi-
dad Javeriana in Bogotá, is trying 
to fill this gap by modelling itself 
after American organisations 
like the Tax Policy Center and 
the Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities. But our task is enor-
mous and we cannot do it alone. 

More like-minded organisations 
are needed to offer the public 
perspectives on economic and 
policy issues that benefit the 
average citizen, not just those 
who can pay their way into po-
sitions of influence and power. 
Crucially, the charitable giving 
culture that supports these ini-
tiatives and that Americans seem 
to take for granted is nearly ab-
sent from Colombia, perhaps 
because our decades long war 
has torn apart the social fab-
ric. Colombians who believe in 
the social democratic principles 
of the country’s Constitution 
need to come together to defend 
them, with their voices as well 
as with their wallets. Americans 
can help too. At a time when 
populism and misinformation 
are a global threat to democracy 
and equal opportunity, we are all 
in this together. 

(Luis Carlos Reyes is an assistant 
professor of economics and director of 
the Observatorio Fiscal at Universidad 

Javeriana in Bogotá.) 
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President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his party are using the state of emergency and  
other underhanded measures to suppress Kurdish votes

Colombia’s left to right march 
While it may be hard 
for the new president 
to completely escape 

the influence of former 
president Álvaro Uribe, 

whose support was 
instrumental in his election 

since he was mostly 
unknown to the public a 

year ago, he may move to 
the centre nonetheless. 


