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Banagas honours SHE drawing competition winners 
TDT | Manama  

Banagas held its annual Safe-
ty, Health & Environment 

(SHE) Drawing Competition for 
employees’ children. The event 
consisted of several programmes 
including the celebration of Gur-
gaon night and the distribution 
of gifts to all employee’s chil-
dren. 

The event was held under 
the patronage of Khalid Ahmed 
A.Karim, General Manager Pro-
duction.  

Khalid Ebrahim Al- Thawa-
di, Manager Maintenance, Dr 
Ahmed Ali Al Kaabi, Manager 
Administration, Abdulfattah 
Mohamed Al Janzoury, Man-
ager Finance & IT, R. Srikumar, 
Acting Manager Operations, 
Trade Union members and a 
large number of employees were 
present on the occasion 

Children Age Group from 5 - 8 
Years winners: Noor Ali Kad-
hem, Adnan Hani Abdulla, Aisha 
Yusuf Al Mehaizea and Fatima 
Amer al Alawi.

Children Age Group from 9 
- 12 Years winners are Husain 
Mohamed Ali, Mariam Husain 
Mihamed, Sayed Abbas Kadhem 
Sayed Abbas and Retaj Ahmed 

Janahi.
Children Age Group from 

13 – 16 Years winners are Fajer 
Mohamed Mahboob, Safa Ab-
dulshaheed Fayez, Fatima Ab-
dulshaheed Fayez and Ali Khalid 
Abdulla.

In pictures, winners and participants 
of  Banagas annual Safety, Health 
& Environment (SHE) Drawing 
Competition during group photo 
sessions

Students with school officials during the Investiture Ceremony of The New Millennium School, DPS Bahrain for the academic session 2019-2020 held at the school yesterday. The elected leaders from Classes VII to XII were conferred with badges.

Gulf Air upgrades Baku aircraft

TDT | Manama 

Gulf Air has upgraded its 
aircraft that is scheduled 

to operate to Baku’s Heydar Al-
iyev International Airport on 29 
May 2019 for fans of both Arse-
nal and Chelsea football clubs. 

The airline said it will op-
erate its flagship Boeing 787-
9 Dreamliner to allow more 
fans to travel and watch the big 
game between two English gi-

ants Arsenal and Chelsea in the 
final of UEFA Europa League. 

With 26 seats in Falcon Gold 
and 256 in economy class seats, 
the state-of-the-art Dreamliner 
will be operated for the first 
time on the Bahrain-Baku route 
to cater to the increasing de-
mand from football fans around 
the Gulf Air’s network to wit-
ness the highly anticipated 
football match of the 

season.
Gulf Air ’s CEO Krešimir 

Kucko said of this occasion: 
“The B787-9 has much more ca-
pacity than the regularly sched-
uled aircraft to Baku and we are 
happy to offer this opportunity 
to all football fans of Arsenal 
and Chelsea”.

The airline operates 5 weekly 
flights between Bahrain Inter-
national Airport and Heydar 
Aliyev International Airport. 
Baku as a Gulf Air destination 
has shown increasing demand 
since it was launched in 2018.

The airline will operate its flagship Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner to allow more fans to travel

RERA launches 
property contract
TDT | Manama 

The Real Estate Regula-
tory Authority (RERA) 
yesterday launched a 

template for standard Seller/ 
Broker contract, which the 
authority said, “will improve 
trust and confidence in the 
sector.”

“The template will assist in 
bringing clarity and consisten-
cy to the sales process, which 
will ultimately improve the 
trust and confidence in the 
sector,” Shaikh Mohammed 
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Chief 
Executive of the Real Estate 
Regulatory Authority (RERA)  
said. 

“Since RERA commenced 
operations in March 2018, we 
have encouraged sellers and 
brokers to sign contracts to 
protect their legal rights,” add-
ed Shaikh Mohammed. 

The Seller /Broker contract 
was developed following con-
sultation with key stakehold-
ers, including brokers, sales 
agents, buyers and sellers of 
real estate. 

The contract template can 
be downloaded for free from 
the RERA website www.rera.
gov.bh. 

The RERA CEO, however, said 
that the utilisation of this con-
tract is not mandatory. 

“However, it is anticipated 
that this standard contract 
template will benefit stake-
holders, particularly those 
engaging in the sales of sin-
gle unit properties such as an 
apartment or villa.” 

Over the coming months, 
RERA will create a suite of con-
tact templates and additional 
guidelines to assist with the 
buying and selling of real es-
tate process. 

Bahrain condemns terrorist attack in Somalia
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain yesterday strongly con-
demned the terrorist attack that tar-

geted a security checkpoint in Somalia’s 
capital Mogadishu killing and injuring 
several people.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in a 
statement, affirmed the solidarity of Bah-
rain with the Federal Republic of Somalia 
in combating extremism and terrorism 
in its efforts to maintain security and 
stability. Expressing Bahrain’s deepest 
condolences to the families and relatives 

of the victims, the Ministry wished the 
injured quick recovery. 

The statement reiterated Bahrain’s 
unwavering position, “which rejects 
violence, extremism and terrorism of 
all forms. A former Somali foreign min-
ister was among five killed Wednesday 

when a car bomb exploded in the capital 
Mogadishu, according to the country’s 
information minister. The bombing was 
claimed by militant group Al-Shabaab, 
which said in a statement it had targeted 
a convoy escorting officials and lawmak-
ers heading to the presidential palace.

Call ‘999’ for 
ambulance 

TDT | Manama 

Interior Minister, General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-

dullah Al Khalifa yesterday 
ordered to activate the Na-
tional Ambulance Centre in 
Jaw area. 

The move follows the 
directives of His Royal 
Highness, Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince, Deputy Su-
preme Commander and 
First Deputy Premier. 

HRH CP ordered to pro-
vide ambulance services in 
Khalifa City, Jaw, Askar, Al 
Dur and Durrat Al Bahrain 
area. 

The centre will serve 
those areas through ambu-
lances equipped with the 
latest medical equipment 
and top medics.

 Citizens in the district 
could contact the opera-
tions room on “999” to re-
quest an ambulance.

 The move is the first step 
to activate national ambu-
lance centres in all gover-
norates in the next phase.

Interior Minister 
launches National 
Ambulance Centre
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KNOW WHAT

50 children saved after police 
bust paedophile site: Interpol

• Police are trying to 
identify an additional 100 
in images that had been 
shared on the internet

• Tokputza, 31, pleaded 
guilty to 50 counts of 
abuse of 11 babies and 
children -- one just 15 
months old -- between 
2011 and 2018.

AFP | Lyon, France

International police group 
Interpol said yesterday that 
nine people had been arrest-

ed in Thailand, Australia and 
the US and 50 children had been 
rescued after investigators took 
down an online paedophilia ring.

More arrests were expected 
as police in nearly 60 countries 
pursue investigations stem-
ming from an Interpol opera-
tion launched two years ago into 
a hidden “dark web” site with 
63,000 users worldwide.

Fifty children were rescued 

following the arrests. Police are 
trying to identify an addition-
al 100 in images that had been 
shared on the internet’s unchart-
ed corners.

Interpol said its Operation 
Blackwrist began after it found 
material that was traced back 
to a subscription-based site on 
the dark web, where people can 
use encrypted software to hide 
behind layers of secrecy.

Interpol enlisted help from 

national agencies worldwide, 
with the US Homeland Security 
Investigations (HSI) department 
eventually tracking the site’s IP 
address, where new photos and 
videos were posted weekly.

The first arrests came in early 
2018, when the site’s main ad-
ministrator, Montri Salangam, 
was detained in Thailand, and 
another administrator, Ruecha 
Tokputza, was captured in Aus-
tralia.

 ‘Child’s worst nightmare’

Salangam, whose victims 
included one of his nephews, 
was sentenced in June last year 
to 146 years in prison by Thai 
courts, while an associate, a pre-
school teacher, got 36 years.

Tokputza was handed a 40-
year prison term at his trial in 
Australia last Friday, the longest 
ever for child sex offences in the 
country.

The Australian Associated 
Press reported that Tokputza, 
31, pleaded guilty to 50 counts of 
abuse of 11 babies and children 
-- one just 15 months old -- be-
tween 2011 and 2018.

“You are a child’s worst night-
mare, you are every parent’s hor-
ror, you are a menace to the com-
munity,” Judge Liesl Chapman 
said in Adelaide.

Interpol did not identify the 
others arrested. 

The HSI’s regional attache in 
Bangkok, Eric McLoughlin, said 
in the statement that “numer-
ous arrests” had been made in 
the US. Some held “positions of 
public trust,” he said, and one 
individual was abusing his two-
year-old stepbrother.

“Operation Blackwrist sends 
a clear message to those abus-
ing children, producing child 
sexual exploitation material and 
sharing the images online: We 
see you, and you will be brought 
to justice,” Interpol’s Secretary 
General Juergen Stock said.

Officers collecting evidence from the website’s main administrator, Montri 
Salangam’s home (Courtesy of The Straits Times)

The first arrests came in early 2018, when the site’s main administrator, Montri 
Salangam, was detained in Thailand, and another administrator, Ruecha 
Tokputza, was captured in Australia (The Straits Times)

Dark web sites can’t 
be found through 

search engines, and 
users need to have 

the specific URL 
address to land on a 

site.

S. Korea scraps joint Olympic 
hockey team with North
Seoul, South Korea

South Korea are dropping 
their plan for a joint wom-

en’s field hockey team with 
the North at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics, officials said Thurs-
day, after Pyongyang failed to 
co-operate.

Sporting ties triggered a 
rapid diplomatic thaw on and 
around the peninsula last year, 
but are stagnating with the 
wider process over the North’s 
nuclear arsenal deadlocked.

The two Koreas formed 
their first-ever unified Olym-
pic team -- a joint women’s ice 
hockey squad -- for the 2018 
Winter Games in the South, 

where they proved a media 
sensation despite losing all five 
of their matches by a combined 
scoreline of 28-2.

The two Koreas then formed 
several joint teams for the 2018 
Asian Games in Indonesia and 
in February agreed to send 
unified basketball, judo, field 
hockey and rowing squads to 
Tokyo.

But just weeks later a sum-
mit between North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un and US 
President Donald Trump col-
lapsed in disagreement over 
sanctions relief and what 
Pyongyang would be willing 
to give up in return.

Made by foot

Mexican overcomes disability in style
Guadalajara, Mexico

When Adriana Macias 
graduated from law 

school, she found no firm was 
interested in hiring an attorney 
without arms.

So Macias, a 41-year-old 
Mexican woman who was born 
without them, began working 
as a writer, playwright, mo-
tivational speaker and now a 
fashion designer who has just 
launched a new clothing line.

She designed it -- as she does 
nearly everything -- with her 
feet.

She unveiled her debut col-
lection at Fashion Week Mexi-
co last month, where disabled 
models strutted the runway -- 
or rolled down it in wheelchairs 
-- showing off her fall-winter 
line of 12 flowing, vibrantly 
colored designs made so peo-
ple with disabilities can easily 
put them on.

She herself uses custom-made 
clothes that allow her to dress 
herself using her feet.

“I’m putting out this cloth-
ing line with all these details 
designed to make the clothes 
accessible, very comfortable, 
very practical, but also very for-
mal. I wanted (the show) to be 
inclusive because inclusiveness 
is a very important issue,” she 
told AFP.

“People should not exist for 
clothes, clothes should exist 
for people.” No more prosthetic 
arms

Macias’s parents taught her 
from birth to use her feet for the 

things other children did with 
their hands.

Today, she eats, drinks, writes, 
draws, cooks, cleans and even 
dresses her three-year-old 
daughter with her feet and legs.

Sitting cross-legged on her 
chair, she gestures with her feet 
when she speaks. Sometimes 
she rests her chin on her toes, 
which sport rings and nail pol-
ish, or uses them to brush back 
her long hair.

She used prosthetic arms un-
til she was 20, but had to give 
them up when the added weight 
gave her shoulder problems.

“It was tough going off to 
university without my pros-
theses, taking off my shoes in 
class to write. It’s considered 
bad manners to take off your 
shoes,” she said with a smile 
and her usual lively determi-
nation.

She thrived at university 
anyway, earning a law degree, 
but got a cold welcome in the 
professional world.

“No one wanted to hire me,” 
she said.

“Everybody thought it was 
weird or shocking that some-
one would show up at an of-
fice, take their shoes off and 
apply for work.” That is when 
she began writing -- she has 
published three books and a 

play -- and also working as a 
motivational speaker and, now, 
a designer.

She even holds a Guinness 
world record, for “most birth-
day candles lit with the feet in 
one minute”: 11.

                                                 Adriana Macias -who was born without arms- prepares 
breakfast in Guadalajara, state of Jalisco, Mexico

Two US navy ships sail though 
Taiwan Strait Taiwan 
Taipei, Taiwan 

Two American warships 
sailed through the Tai-

wan Strait, the US navy said 
Thursday, as Washington also 
kicked off multinational naval 
drills near Guam in operations 
bound to provoke a rebuke 
from Beijing.

The navy said the USS Preble, 
a destroyer, and USNS Walter S. 
Diehl, a supply ship, conduct-
ed a routine transit “in accord-
ance with international law”.

“The ships’ transit through 
the Taiwan Strait demon-

strates the U.S. commitment to 
a free and open Indo-Pacific,” 
the navy said.

“The U.S. Navy will con-
tinue to fly, sail and operate 
anywhere international law 
allows.”

US warships periodically 
conduct “freedom of naviga-
tion” exercises in the narrow 
waterway separating the Chi-
nese mainland and Taiwan, 
triggering angry responses 
from Beijing every time.

Beijing views any ships pass-
ing through the strait as essen-
tially breaching its sovereignty.


