
WAR IS AN INSTRUMENT ENTIRELY 
INEFFICIENT TOWARD REDRESSING 
WRONG; AND MULTIPLIES, INSTEAD OF 
INDEMNIFYING LOSSES.
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German scientist Robert Koch discovers 
and describes the tubercle bacillus, which 
causes tuberculosis (Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis), establishing germ theory

Argentine President Isabel 
Martínez de Perón is deposed 
in a military coup headed by 

Jorge Rafael Videla

NATO commences an air bombard-
ment against Yugoslavia during 
the Kosovo War, the first attack by 
NATO on a sovereign country

Indian PM Narendra Modi 
orders a 21-day lockdown for the 

country’s 1.3 billion people to 
address COVID-19

We’ve wiped out the leadership phase one, 
phase two, and largely phase three. But we’re 

dealing with the man who I believe is the 
most respected and the leader. We want no 
enrichment, but we also want the enriched 

uranium.”
DONALD TRUMP
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Another hospital hit. 
Dozens killed — in-

cluding children and 
health workers. This is a 
pattern. Medical care is 
protected under interna-
tional humanitarian law 
— yet this is being ignored. 
Civilians must be protect-
ed. This war must stop.

@UNReliefChief

Chaired a meeting of the 
CCS to review the miti-

gating measures in the wake 
of the ongoing conflict in 
West Asia. We had exten-
sive discussions on short, 
medium and long term 
measures, including ensur-
ing continued availability 
of fertilisers for farmers, 
diversifying import sources 
for key sectors, promoting 
exports to new destinations 
and more. We are commit-
ted to safeguarding our cit-
izens from the impact of the 
conflict.

@narendramodi

I continue to follow the sit-
uation in the Middle East 

with dismay. Like other re-
gions of the world, it is torn 
apart by war and violence. 
We cannot remain silent in 
the face of the suffering of 
so many defenseless vic-
tims of these conflicts. What 
wounds them wounds all of 
humanity.

@Pontifex

In this age of war our ad-
diction to fossil fuels is 

destabilizing the climate, 
global economy & global 
security. Now more than 
ever, we must accelerate a 
just transition to renewable 
energy. Renewables deliver 
climate security, energy se-
curity & national security.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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India is against obstruction 
of Strait of Hormuz

Our efforts are 
to encourage 
all parties to 

reach a peaceful 
resolution as 

soon as possible. 

Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi addressed the 
situation in West Asia in a speech at the Lok Sabha or House 
of the People on 23 March 2026. One of the main highlights 

of this speech was the emphatic assertion that attacks on com-
mercial ships and obstruction of international waterways like 
the Strait of Hormuz are wholly unacceptable. He stressed that 
large quantities of crude oil, gas, fertilizers, and other essentials 
reach India through the Strait of Hormuz. Unfortunately, ship-
ping through the Strait has become 
highly challenging since the war be-
gan on 28 February.

It is worth recalling that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had a very 
fruitful discussion with His Majes-
ty King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa 
on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr on 20 
March. Prime Minister condemned 
the attacks on the energy and civilian 
infrastructure in the region. This 
was having an adverse impact on global food, fuel and 
fertilizer security. He also reiterated the importance of 
ensuring freedom of navigation and keeping shipping 
lines open and secure. 

Energy is the backbone of the modern economy. The GCC 
region is a major source for global energy needs, making the 
current crisis a challenge for economies worldwide. India’s 
stand has been clear from the very beginning of the war. We 
have been expressing deep concern, advocating de-escalation, 
and opposing attacks on civilians and on energy and transport 
infrastructure. India was among the large list of co-sponsors 
of UN Security Council Resolution 2817 which was led by the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.

India has also advocated that dialogue and diplomacy remain 
the only path to resolution. Our efforts are to encourage all par-
ties to reach a peaceful resolution as soon as possible. 
The author is the Ambassador of India to the Kingdom of Bahrain since 
August 2023. Views expressed are personal.)

‘Very good’ talks: Trump Iranian media denies
Trump offered no immediate details on the purported new talks

The United States and Iran were holding talks on a nuclear accord through Omani mediation days before the attacks

Iranian media said yesterday there were no negotiations between Tehran and Washington 
after US President Donald Trump announced talks towards ending the war. “There are no 

talks between Tehran and Washington,” said Mehr news agency citing Iran’s foreign ministry, 
adding that Trump’s statements were part of a push “to reduce energy prices”.

Palm Beach, United States

US President Donald Trump 
said Monday he will hold 

off on attacking Iranian power 
plants for five days after “very 
good” talks with Tehran, an 
abrupt shift that immediately 
eased pressure on rattled mar-
kets.

Hours before the expira-
tion of his two-day ultimatum 
-- in which he threatened to 
“obliterate” Iran’s power infra-
structure if it did not reopen 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz 
-- Trump suddenly reported 
with little detail that diplomacy 
was underway, after he earlier 
shunned talks.

In a social media post charac-
teristically in all capital letters 

and containing typographical 
errors, Trump said the United 
States and Iran “have had, over 
the last two days, very good 
and productive conversations 
regarding a complete and total 
resolution of our hostilities in 
the Middle East.”

“Based on the tenor and tone” 
of the talks, “witch (sic) will 
continue throughout the week, 
I have instructed the Depart-
ment of War to postpone any 
and all military strikes against 
Iranian power plants and ener-
gy infrastructure for a five day 
period, subject to the success 
of the ongoing meetings and 
discussions,” Trump wrote on 
his Truth Social platform.

The post came just hours be-
fore Wall Street was set to open 

after brutal selloffs on Euro-
pean and Asian markets and a 
further climb in the price of oil.

Market pressure immedi-
ately eased after Trump’s post, 
including in the price of oil 
which has posed an increasing 
political headache for Trump as 
Americans complain of higher 
prices at the pump.

Trump had initially issued 
through social media a deadline 
of 2344 GMT Monday -- early 
Tuesday in Tehran -- for Iran 
to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, 
the narrow passageway into the 
Gulf through which one-fifth of 
the world’s oil transits. He has 
earlier insisted that Iran was 
asking to talk -- which Tehran 
denied -- but that he refused.

US to ’just keep bombing’ if Iran talks fail: Trump

‘Major points of agreement:' Trump
Palm Beach, United States

President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that there 

are "major points of agree-
ment" in US-Iran talks which 
he said must result in Tehran 
giving up its nuclear ambitions 

and enriched uranium stock-
pile.

Trump said the talks -- 
which Iran denies are taking 
place -- were being conducted 
with a "top person" but not the 
country's supreme leader.

Trump says 'regime change' underway in Iran
AFP | Palm Beach, United States

President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that "regime 

change" was effectively under-
way in Iran, while warning that 
if talks with Iranian figures con-
tacted by the United States do 
not succeed then bomb-
ing will continue.

T r u m p  m a d e 
clear talks were 
not with Iran's 
n e w  s u p r e m e 
leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei but 
with people he 
described as 
"very reason-
able," while so 
many top offi-
cials had already 
been killed in the con-
flict that "there's au-
tomatically a regime 

change."
I f  t a l k s 

fail, he told 
r e p o r t e r s , 
"we'll just 
keep bomb-

ing our little 
hearts out."

USS Gerald Ford back at Crete naval base: AFP
AFP | Soúda, Greece

The USS Gerald R. Ford, the 
world's largest aircraft 

carrier that has been part of 
Middle East war operations, 
yesterdayh returned to a naval 
base in Crete, an AFP photogra-
pher said.

The vessel, which took on 
food, fuel and ammunition at 
Souda Bay in February, report-
ed a laundry fire on March 12 
which injured two crew mem-
bers.

The United States and Is-
rael launched a massive air 
campaign against Iran in late 
February following a major US 
military buildup in the Mid-
dle East that included the Ford 
and another aircraft carrier, the 
Abraham Lincoln.

Both ships -- which have air 
wings made up of dozens of air-
craft -- have played key 

roles in Iran 
operations, 

a n d  t h e 
w i t h -

drawal of the Ford leaves a gap 
for US forces in the region.

"Taking the Ford off the 
board for any significant length 
of time means less US support 
to war efforts," said Daniel Sch-
neiderman, director of global 
policy programs at Penn Wash-
ington.

"The Ford's role in the de-
fence of Israel is significant," he 
said, while noting that if some 
of the ships accompanying it 
-- which have key air defence 
capabilities -- remain near Is-
rael, then "the immediate term 
operational impact of its depar-
ture is somewhat mitigated."

The Ford has been at sea for 
nearly nine months -- a deploy-
ment that has already seen it 
take part in US operations in 
the Caribbean, where Wash-
ington's forces have carried out 
strikes on alleged drug-smug-
gling boats, interdicted sanc-
tioned tankers and seized Ven-
ezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro.

A fire broke out in a laundry 

room aboard the carrier on 
March 12, injuring two sailors 
and causing major damage to 
some 100 beds, according to the 
US military.

The carrier has also re-
portedly suffered significant 
problems with its toilet system 
while at sea, with US media re-
porting clogs and long lines for 
restrooms on the ship.

Senator Mark Warner, the 
vice chair of the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, has sharply 
criticised the extended deploy-
ment of the ship.

"The Ford and its crew have 
been pushed to the brink after 
nearly a year at sea, and they 
have been paying the price 
for President Donald Trump's 
reckless military decisions," 
he said.

 The US Navy aircraft carrier USS 
Gerald R. Ford departs Souda Bay on 
the island of Crete

A man stands near the crater the day after an Israeli airstrike targeted the Qasmiyeh Bridge, located on a main highway 
linking villages in the Tyre district with others farther north, after Israel said the bridge was being used by Hezbollah, in 
southern Lebanon 

Children move a part of an Iranian missile remnant that fell in a school courtyard in the Israeli settlement of Peduel, in the occupied West Bank

Men gather around a destroyed Palestinian police jeep that was targeted by an Israeli air strike in Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip

UK summons Iran 
envoy 

Britain’s foreign min-
i st r y  s u m m o n e d 

Iran’s ambassador to 
L o n d o n ,  S e y e d  A l i 
Mousavi,  criticising 
what it called Tehran’s 
“reckless and destabi-
lising actions” in the UK 
and overseas.“The sum-
mons follows the recent 
charging of two individ-
uals, one Iranian nation-
al and one British-Irani-
an dual national, under 
the National Security 
Act, on suspicion of 
providing assistance to a 
foreign intelligence ser-
vice,” a Foreign Office 
spokesperson said.

Friendly fire

The Israeli military con-
firmed that its own ar-

tillery fire had killed an Is-
raeli civilian on the northern 
border on Sunday, where 
Hezbollah had claimed an 
attack and that "several se-
vere issues and operational 
errors took place during the 
incident, including both the 
planning and execution of 
the fire".

Israeli emergency work-
ers had initially said that a 
man was killed in a "direct 
hit" on his car by a rocket 
from Lebanon, making him 
the first fatality in the coun-
try's north since the latest 
round of fighting with Hez-
bollah broke out.

Trump wrote on 
social media that 
Washington and 
Tehran have had 
“VERY GOOD AND 
PRODUCTIVE 
CONVERSATIONS 
REGARDING 
A COMPLETE 
AND TOTAL 
RESOLUTION OF 
OUR HOSTILITIES 
IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST” over the past 
several days, adding 
that the contacts 
would continue 
during the week.

Iran’s defence council said in a statement that it would mine “all access routes and communica-
tions lines in the Persian Gulf and coastal areas” -- including deploying “drifting mines deploya-

ble from the coasts” if its coastlines or islands were attacked.

Trump's comments 
sparked a sharp reversal 
on markets, with crude 
prices sinking as much 
as 14 percent after rising 
around one percent earlier 
in the day.

S. Korea FM urges 
safe Hormuz transit 
in call with Iranian 
counterpart


