
Biden 
administration to 
review US-Taliban 
withdrawal deal
AFP | Washington

The Biden administra-
tion said it will re-

view a landmark US deal 
with the Taliban, focusing 
on whether the insurgent 
group has reduced attacks 
in Afghanistan, in keep-
ing with its side of the  
agreement.

Washington struck a deal 
with the Taliban in Qatar 
last year, to begin withdraw-
ing its troops in return for 
security guarantees from 
the militants and a com-
mitment to kickstart peace 
talks with the Afghan gov-
ernment.

But violence across Af-
ghanistan has surged de-
spite the two sides engaging 
in those talks since Septem-
ber.

President Joe Biden’s 
newly appointed national 
security advisor, Jake Sulli-
van, spoke with his Afghan 
counterpart Hamdullah 
Mohib and “made clear the 
United States’ intention 
to review” the deal, said 
National Security Council 
spokeswoman Emily Horne 
late Friday.

I DO NOT FEAR COMPUTERS. I FEAR 
THE LACK OF THEM
ISAAC ASIMOV
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Claudius succeeds his nephew 
Caligula as Roman Emperor after 
the later’s assassination by officers 
of the Praetorian Guard

James Marshall finds gold 
in Sutter’s Mill in Coloma, 
California

University of Calcutta founded 
as the first full-fledged university 
in South Asia

Apple Computer Inc unveils 
its revolutionary Macintosh 
personal computer
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Governments must 
protect their people, 

but “vaccinationalism” 
is self-defeating and will 
delay a global recovery. 
#COVID19 cannot be 
beaten one country at a 
time. Our world can only 
beat this virus one way — 
together.

@antonioguterres

We have vaccinated 
over 5.8 million 

people in the UK, with 
a record 478,000 first 
doses given in a single 
day yesterday. Every 
jab brings us closer to 
defeating the virus. If 
you’re called for the 
vaccine, please do come 
forward.

@BorisJohnson

Today I met with an in-
spiring group of small 

business owners.  We 
know that they have been 
hit hard in this pandem-
ic. That’s why @POTUS 
and I are taking immedi-
ate action to help small 
businesses – because they 
power our economy, and 
they need relief.

@VP

Federal employees 
have dedicated their 

careers to serving the 
American people — and 
they are worthy of the ut-
most dignity and respect. 
Today, I took action to 
improve the wages, ben-
efits, and bargaining 
rights of federal workers 
and contractors.

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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And now, a reading from an email according to St. Paul
Reuters | London

If he were alive today, even St. 
Paul would be texting, Tweet-

ing and firing off emails to get 
the news out, Pope Francis said  
yesterday in his message for 
the Roman Catholic Church’s 
World Day of Social Commu-
nication.

St. Paul, who lived in the first 
century of the Christian era, 
spread the new faith into Eu-
rope and Asia Minor and is be-
lieved to have written a great 
part of the New Testament.

“Every tool has its value, and 
that great communicator who 
was Paul of Tarsus would cer-
tainly have made use of email 
and social messaging,” the 
pope said in the message, titled 
“Come and See”.

Still, Francis said Paul was at 
his best while preaching in per-

son, saying journalists and other 
communicators today should 
do more “hitting the streets ... 
meeting people face to face to 
research stories or to verify cer-
tain situations first-hand”.

He said too often investigative 
reporting was being replaced by 
a “standard, often tendentious 

narrative” not capable of grasp-
ing problems and aspirations at 
the grassroots level.

“In communications, nothing 
can ever completely replace see-
ing things in person,” he said.

The world owes a debt of 
gratitude to journalists, camera 
operators, photographers and 

others who often risk their lives 
to seek the truth, he added.

“Thanks to their efforts, we 
now know, for example, about 
the hardships endured by per-
secuted minorities in various 
parts of the world, numerous 
cases of oppression and injus-
tice inflicted on the poor and 
on the environment, and many 
wars that otherwise would be 
overlooked,” he said.

Trump impeachment trial 
put off until early February
Democratic leader says the trial is set to begin during the week of Monday Feb. 8

• Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer urges ‘truth and 
accountability’ in the trial of the 
former president on ‘incitement 
of insurrection’ charge

Reuters | Washington

The leaders of the U.S. Senate agreed 
to push back former President Don-
ald Trump’s impeachment trial by 

two weeks, giving the chamber more time 
to focus on President Joe Biden’s legisla-
tive agenda and Cabinet nominees before 
turning to the contentious showdown over 
Trump.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
a Democrat, said the trial is set to begin 
during the week of Monday Feb. 8, an ar-
rangement praised by the chamber’s top 
Republican, Mitch McConnell.

The House of Representatives is due to 
formally deliver to the Senate on Monday 
the impeachment charge accusing Trump 
of inciting an insurrection, a move that 
ordinarily would have triggered the begin-
ning of the trial within a day. The charge 
stems from Trump’s incendiary speech to 
supporters before they stormed the Capitol 
on Jan. 6 in a rampage that delayed the for-
mal congressional certification of Biden’s 
election victory and left five people dead, 
including a police officer.

Schumer said the new timeline will allow 
the Senate to move quickly on key Biden 
appointees and other tasks while giving 
House lawmakers who will prosecute the 
case and Trump’s team more time to pre-
pare for the trial.

“During that period, the Senate will con-
tinue to do other business for the American 
people, such as Cabinet nominations and 
the COVID relief bill which would provide 
relief for millions of Americans who are 
suffering during this pandemic,” Schumer 
said on the Senate floor.

The timeline was a compromise after 
McConnell had asked the Democratic-led 
House to delay sending the charge until 
next Thursday, and called on Schumer to 
postpone the trial until mid-February to 
give Trump more time to prepare a defense.

Doug Andres, a spokesman for McCon-
nell, said the senator was pleased Demo-
crats had given Trump’s defense more time, 

and laid out a timeline that could have the 
trial begin as soon as Feb. 9.

“This is a win for due process and fair-
ness,” Andres said.

Under the timeline, House impeachment 
managers will file their pre-trial brief and 
Trump’s defense team will file an answer 
to the impeachment charge on Feb. 2, and 
each side will respond to those filings on 
Feb. 8.

Trump on Jan. 13 became the first US 
president to have been impeached twice. 
The Senate acquitted him last year in the 
previous trial focused on Trump’s request 
that Ukraine investigate Biden and his 
son. Trump’s presidential term ended on 
Wednesday.

Conviction in the Senate would require a 
two-thirds vote - meaning 17 of Trump’s fel-
low Republicans would have to vote against 
him. A conviction would clear the way for a 

second vote, requiring a simply majority, to 
bar Trump from holding office again.

A Reuters/Ipsos poll released on Friday 
found a slim majority of Americans believe 
Trump should be convicted and barred 
from holding public office. The responses 
were almost entirely along party lines, with 
nine out of 10 Democrats wanting Trump 
convicted and less than two in 10 Republi-
cans agreeing. 

Trump has said he may seek the presi-
dency again in 2024. His fate could depend 
on McConnell, whose position is likely to 
influence other Republicans. McConnell 
said this week that the mob that attacked 
the Capitol was “fed lies” and “provoked by 
the president and other powerful people.”

Biden’s Agenda
White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki 

told reporters earlier in the day that the 
Senate should be able to move forward 
with both the trial and Biden’s agenda, 
beginning with his call for $1.9 trillion of 
fresh COVID-19 assistance for Americans 
and the US economy.

“What cannot be delayed through this 
process is his proposal to get relief to the 
American people at this time of crisis,” 
Psaki said.

Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, 
a close ally of Trump, said the agreement 
between Schumer and McConnell was “fair 
to all concerned.”

“It allows the president’s defense team 
adequate time to prepare and for the sake 

Tropical cyclone 
Eloise makes 
landfall in 
Mozambique, 
loses strength

Reuters | Johannesburg

Tropical cyclone Eloise 
made landfall in Mo-

zambique early yesterday, 
hitting the coastal city of 
Beira with huge gusts of 
wind and heavy rains, but 
was losing strength as it 
progressed, a South African 
weather official said.

“Eloise made landfall 
around 2:30 a.m. in the 
morning with wind speeds 
of 160 kilometres per hour 
(kph)(99 miles per hour),” 
said Mbazhi Maliage, a 
forecaster at South African 
Weather Service.

Cars were submerged in 
water, walls of some low ly-
ing buildings collapsed and 
swathes of land were flood-
ed in the city of Beira, posts 
on Twitter showed. Reuters 
could not independently 
verify the authenticity of 
the posts.

Sri Lanka 
Minister who 
promoted ‘Covid 
syrup’ tests 
positive

BBC | Colombo

Sri Lanka’s health minis-
ter, who endorsed herbal 

syrup to prevent Covid, has 
tested positive for the virus.

Pavithra Wanniarachchi 
tested positive on Friday, a 
media secretary at the Min-
istry of Health told the BBC.

She had promoted the 
syrup, manufactured by 
a shaman who claimed it 
worked as a life-long inocu-
lation against the virus.

S r i  L a n ka  re c o rd e d 
56,076 cases and 276 deaths 
since the pandemic began, 
with cases surging in recent 
months.

Wanniarachchi is the 
fourth minister to test pos-
itive. A junior minister, who 
also took the potion, tested 
positive earlier this week.

Fallen tree branches on a muddy 
street after cyclone Eloise

Pavithra Wanniarachchi
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 160,463 8,853 125,603 26,007

Saudi 
Arabia

366,185 +197 6,350 +4 357,728 2,107

UAE 274,376 +3,566 783 +7 247,318 26,275

Kuwait 118,531 +813 721 +7 109,916 7,894

Oman 132,486 1,517 124,730 6,239

Qatar 148,772 +251 248 144,740 3,784

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 25,471,879 425,894

2 India 10,654,744 153,365

3 Brazil 8,768,280 215,513

4 Russia 3,698,273 68,971

5 UK 3,617,459 97,329

6 France 3,011,257 72,647

7 Spain 2,603,472 55,441

8 Italy 2,455,185 85,162

9 Turkey 2,424,328 24,933

10 Germany 2,130,499 52,198

11 Colombia 1,987,418 50,586

12 Argentina 1,853,830 46,575

13 Mexico 1,732,290 147,614

14 Poland 1,470,879 35,253

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 9 :  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u The United States, 
Mexico and Guatemala 
agreed to bar migrant 

caravans from passing through their 
territories due to the Covid pandemic, 
days after one from Honduras was 
violently broken up in Guatemala. US 
Ambassador to Guatemala William Popp 
stressed that any migrants who cross the 
US border in an irregular manner will be 
returned home immediately, citing national 
health security.

 u The World 
Health Organization 
said it had no plans 
to change its guidance recommending 
fabric facemasks as new coronavirus 
variants spread, because the mutated 
strains are transmitted in the same way. 
Germany and Austria have made medical 
masks mandatory on public transport and 
in shops -- allowing only surgical or FFP2 
masks, rather than fabric -- amid concerns 
over the threat posed by the rapidly-
spreading new virus mutations.

 u The top US 
intelligence officer 
for North Korea 

warned the country sees diplomacy only as a means 
to advance its nuclear weapons development, even as 
the new Biden administration says it will look for ways 
to bring Pyongyang back to talks. President Joe Biden’s 
nominee for secretary of state, Antony Blinken, said on 
Tuesday the new administration planned a full review of 
the US approach to North Korea to look at ways to increase 
pressure on it to return to the negotiating table.

 u Mexican 
President Andres 
Manuel Lopez 
Obrador said he and his US counterpart 
Joe Biden discussed migration, the 
COVID-19 pandemic and bilateral 
cooperation during their first phone 
call since the American assumed the 
presidency this week. The afternoon 
call was “pleasant and respectful” Lopez 
Obrador said in a brief Twitter post, in 
which he appeared in a photo smiling, seated at a table with Foreign Minister 
Marcelo Ebrard and former presidential chief of staff Alfonso Romo.

 u Two senior British parliamentarians called for an investigation into 
a British-registered company possibly linked to last year’s devastating 
explosion in Beirut, after Reuters found that the firm had not disclosed its 
beneficial owners. The company, Savaro Ltd, is registered at a London address, 
and like all British firms is required to list who owns it with Britain’s companies 
register, known as Companies House.

US, Mexico, Guatemala bar 
migrant caravans, citing Covid

N Korea sees talks as way to advance 
nuclear program, says US intel official

WHO says fabric facemasks 
still work against virus variants

US, Mexican presidents talk migration, 
coronavirus after nagging tensions

Russia arrests Navalny 
supporters at rally
Police arrest over 1,500 at Russia protests backing jailed Kremlin foe Navalny

• Supporters of the 
jailed opposition leader 
demand his release, 
defying bitter cold and 
a ban on protests

Reuters | Moscow

Police detained over 1,500 
people and used force to 
break up rallies around 

Russia yesterday as tens of thou-
sands of protesters demanded the 
release of Kremlin critic Alexei 
Navalny, whose wife was among 
those detained.

Navalny had called on his sup-
porters to protest after being 
arrested last weekend as he re-
turned to Russia from Germany 
for the first time since being poi-
soned with a nerve agent he says 
was applied to his underpants by 
state security agents in August.

The authorities had warned 
people to stay away from yester-
day’s protests, saying they risked 
catching COVID-19 as well as pros-
ecution and possible jail time for 
attending an unauthorised event.

But protesters defied the ban 
and bitter cold, and turned out 
in force.

In central Moscow, where Reu-
ters reporters estimated at least 
40,000 people had gathered in 
one of the biggest unauthorised 

rallies for years, police were seen 
roughly detaining people, bun-
dling them into nearby vans.

The authorities said just some 
4,000 people had shown up. The 
foreign ministry questioned Reu-
ters’ crowd estimate, using sar-
casm to suggest it was too high.

“Why not just immediately say 
4 million?,” it quipped on its offi-
cial Telegram messenger channel.

Some protesters chanted “Putin 
is a thief ”, and “Disgrace” and 
“Freedom to Navalny!”

Navalny’s wife Yulia said on so-
cial media she had been detained 
at the rally. She was later released.

Some of Navalny’s political al-

lies were detained in the days 
before the protest; others on the 
day itself.

The OVD-Info protest monitor 
group said that at least 1,614 peo-
ple, including 513 in Moscow and 
212 in St Petersburg, had been 
detained across Russia.

It reported arrests at rallies in 
nearly 70 towns and cities.

Navalny, a 44-year-old lawyer, 
is in a Moscow prison pending 
the outcome of four legal matters 
he describes as trumped up. He 
accuses President Vladimir Putin 
of ordering his attempted murder. 
Putin has dismissed that, alleging 
Navalny is part of a U.S.-backed 

dirty tricks campaign to discredit 
him.

One Moscow protester, Sergei 
Radchenko, 53, said: “I’m tired of 
being afraid. I haven’t just turned 
up for myself and Navalny, but for 
my son because there is no future 
in this country.”

He added that he was fright-
ened but felt strongly about what 
he called an out of control judicial 
system.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the Kremlin, which 
had previously called the protests 
illegal and the work of “provoca-
teurs”.

US President Donald Trump boards Marine One as he departs the White House (file photo)

Johnson says UK virus strain more deadly
AFP | London

The coronavirus strain that has 
swept Britain and beyond in 

recent months could be more 
deadly as well as more transmis-
sible, Prime Minister Boris John-
son said.

The sobering news came as the 
UK sees record deaths from Cov-
id-19, following a surge in cases 
and hospitalisations since the var-
iant was first identified in south-
east England in September.

The strain has also spread to 
more than 60 nations -- including 
China, where the pandemic began 
more than a year ago -- according 
to the World Health Organization 
(WHO).

“In addition to spreading more 
quickly, it also now appears that 
there is some evidence that the 
new variant... may be associated 
with a higher degree of mortality,” 
Johnson said at a news confer-
ence.

He blamed the variant for the 
grim situation engulfing Britain, 
where another 1,401 fatalities 
were announced Friday, taking 
the overall toll to 95,981 -- the 
highest in Europe.

Virus deaths have risen 16 per-
cent over the past week, while the 
number of people hospitalised 
with Covid-19 is approaching dou-
ble the number seen during the 
worst days of the first wave of the 
pandemic in April.

Chief government scientist Pat-
rick Vallance said the new vari-
ant could be 30-40 percent more 
deadly for some age groups, al-
though he stressed the assessment 
relied on sparse data.

“There’s a lot of uncertainty 

around these numbers and we 
need more work to get a precise 
handle on it, but it obviously is of 
concern,” he said, flanking John-
son in Downing Street.

“You will see that across the 
different age groups as well, a 
similar sort of relative increase 
in the risk.”

However Mike Ryan, execu-
tive director of the WHO’s health 
emergencies programme, said it 
had not yet seen evidence that the 
variant is more lethal.

“What we are seeing is that if 
you infect more people, more peo-
ple will get very sick, and if more 
people get very sick more people 
will die,” he added.

“Increasing incidence leads to 
higher mortality.”

Pope Francis leads Angelus prayer on Epiphany at the Vatican

A member of the public gets a coronavirus COVID-19 test in London

Police detain a man during a protest against the jailing of opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny in People gather in St.Petersburg, Russia

During that period, the Senate 
will continue to do other 

business for the American 
people, such as Cabinet 

nominations and the COVID 
relief bill which would provide 
relief for millions of Americans 

who are suffering during this 
pandemic
CHUCK SCHUMER

In addition to spreading 
more quickly, it also 

now appears that there 
is some evidence that 
the new variant... may 

be associated with 
a higher degree of 

mortality
BORIS JOHNSON

Every tool has its 
value, and that great 
communicator who 
was Paul of Tarsus 

would certainly have 
made use of email and 

social messaging
POPE FRANCIS

Navalny, who is Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin’s 

most prominent and du-
rable foe, was arrested 
on Jan. 17 when he re-

turned to Moscow from 
Germany, where he had 

spent five months re-
covering from a severe 
nerve-agent poisoning 
that he blames on the 

Kremlin
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