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The news of a bus falling into 
the sea in Bahrain because 
of negligent driving and 

one person losing his life, is con-
sidered fairly unusual by readers 
in Bahrain. Yet, the key detail re-
mains hidden in on small fact – the 
timing: the accident took place at 
dawn. Late night and dawn acci-
dents are inevitably caused by the 
driver falling asleep at the wheel 
and this is even more common 
than drunk driving! Some studies 
show that 37 percent of drivers 
report having fallen asleep behind 
the wheel at some point in their 
lives. An estimated 21 percent of 
fatal crashes, 
13  percent 
o f  c ra s h e s 
resulting in 
severe injury 
and 6 percent 
of all crash-
es, involve a 
drowsy driv-
er. 

In Bahrain 
such a prob-
lem is usual-
ly not com-
mon simply 
because we 
g e n e r a l l y 
travel short 
d i s t a n c e s 
compared to 
large coun-
tries – even 
c r o s s  b o r-
der travel to 
neighbour-
ing countries 
such as Saudi 
Arabia and 
Kuwait takes 
l e s s  t i m e 
than inter-
state travel 
in Europe or 
the USA. However, we need to fac-
tor in other changes – cars today 
are faster and many more of them 
are on our roads, making even the 
slightest mistake a risk. Drivers 
need to stay more alert than even 
just ten years ago. Meanwhile, al-
though drinking after consump-
tion of alcohol is not such a big 
problem in this part of the world, 
a lifestyle change means that many 
people – especially youngsters – 
work or party into the wee hours of 
the night and sleep deprivation be-
hind the wheel is as much a threat 
on the road as drunk driving. 

The Traffic department must 
make people aware of this risk and 
ensure that drivers are well-rest-
ed especially during the “dan-
ger hours” of late night and ear-
ly morning. The Bahrain roads 
are well laid-out and most busy 
roads have carefully- planned hard 
shoulders where drivers can pull 
over and either rest or call a friend 
for help if they feel they are losing 
concentration due to sleepiness. It 
will save their lives as well as the 
lives of many fellow-road users.
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This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 
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DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        
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EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 
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A capital municipality official in action. Pictures courtesy of AlAyam

Keep your fences neat and clean or....
Capital takes action against owners of dilapidated fences

TDT | Manama 

The Capital municipality has 
kick-started a campaign to 

identify properties with dilapidat-
ed fences - a violation by Bahraini 
law. 

The Director-General of the 
Capital Municipality Al-Muhta-
das Muhammad Saad Al-Sahli 
said the municipality had formed 
a team to identify all such violat-
ing properties in the capital. 

The team has started notifying 
the owners of such properties in 
the capital to correct the viola-

tions.  
The campaign, Al Sahli said, 

aims at preserving the general 
characteristics of the structures 
in the area. 

He pointed out that the shabby 
state of the structures is mainly 
due to negligence.  “It ruins the 
visual harmony and aesthetic ap-
pearance of the area.” 

“Such structures may also lead 
to catastrophic accidents endan-
gering lives and property,” he said. 

Al Sahli made clear that if the 
owners fail to take up the work, 
the municipality will take over 
and charge the owners for the 

expenses incurred. “For this, the 
municipality will file civil law-
suits.”

The Director-General said 
that Article (14) of the Public 
Road Works Law promulgated 
by Decree-Law No. (2) of 1996 
authorises the municipality to 
remove violations by administra-
tive methods at the expense of the  
violators. 

Al Sahli called on property own-
ers to renovate structures on their 
properties, including fencing, be-
fitting the general appearance 
of the capital, and ensuring the 
safety of passers-by and visitors.

NICE to deliver secure, reliable 
and stable network, says BNET

BNET opens Network Intelligence Centre of Excellence
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s National Broad-
band Network (BNET) has 
opened a Network Intel-

ligence Centre of Excellence 
(NICE) to deliver secure, reliable 
and stable network in the King-
dom. 

Launched in October 2019, 
BNET is responsible for provid-
ing broadband network services 
across Bahrain. 

BNET said NICE has been devel-
oped to provide 24/7 proactive 
monitoring and management of 
Bahrain’s smart digital telecom-
munication infrastructure net-
works by addressing any issues 
in real-time. 

Among the func-
tions covered by 
NICE are ‘Fault 
Management’, 
to enable the 
timely res-
olution of 
n e t w o r k 
faults and 
i n t e r r u p -
tions,  and 
‘Performance 
Management’, 
to predict and 
prevent service in-
terruptions through the 
proactive network monitoring 
which will ensure consistency in 
the performance level. 

BNET CEO Mohamed Bubashait 
said, “We aim to ensure that Bah-
rain’s Licensed Operators have 
access to seamless and efficient 
support for all their needs around 

the clock so 
that they can 
d e l i v e r  t h e 
best quality of 

services to ben-
efit the end-us-

ers, Bahrain’s con-
sumer and business 

customers across the 
Kingdom. Furthermore, we are 

focusing on adopting modern, 
world-class solutions to meet in-
ternational standards.”

BNET Acting Chief Technical 
Officer Mohamed Alkaabi said 
the criticality of BNET’s network 
services and operations requires 
a world-class network operation 

monitoring centre, and the new 
NICE operation perfectly meets 
this requirement. 

As part of Bahrain’s fifth Na-
tional Telecommunication Plan, 
BNET provides next-generation 

wholesale fibre broadband con-
nectivity to all licensed telecom 
operators in Bahrain. It also pro-
vides broadband services to large 
enterprise customers in the King-
dom.

COVID-19 
violations: 
Five 
outlets, 
managers 
get BD 
15,000 fine
TDT | Manama 

A Bahraini court slapped 
five outlets and their 

managers yesterday with 
fines ranging from BD 1,000 
to 2,000, or a total of BD 
15,000, for failing to adhere 
to the mandatory precau-
tionary measures. 

The Chief of the Minis-
tries and Public Entities 
Prosecution revealed the 
actions. 

The Public Health Di-
rectorate said it initiated 
legal actions against three 
restaurants, a cafe and a su-
permarket for violating the 
measures import to prevent 
the spread of the outbreak.  

The establishments failed 
to follow social distancing, 
the two-metre distance be-
tween tables, and 50% ca-
pacity for each table. They 
also allowed entry to cus-
tomers exceeded capacity 
and ignored temperature 
checks at the entrance. 

The outlets are shut. 


