
ASK NOT WHAT YOUR COUNTRY 
CAN DO FOR YOU; ASK WHAT YOU 
CAN DO FOR YOUR COUNTRY.
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962 1688 1783 1888 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Under future Emperor Nikephoros II Pho-
kas, Byzantine troops storm the city of Alep-
po and recover the tattered tunic of John 
the Baptist during the Arab–Byzantine wars

King James II, the last 
Roman Catholic British 

monarch, flees to France 
from William of Orange

US General George Washington 
resigns his military commis-
sion as Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army to Congress

Vincent van Gogh cuts off part of his left 
ear with a razor after an argument with 

fellow painter Paul Gauguin and sends it 
to a female courtesan for safekeepin
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There is not a sin-
gle  power  pla nt 

in Ukraine today that 
has not been damaged 
by  Ru s s i a n  s t r i ke s . 
And every functioning 
Ukrainian energy facility, 
every operating part of 
our energy grid, is what 
thousands of our energy 
sector workers have been 
able to protect, restore, 
and build.

@ZelenskyyUa

Every day, the @UN 
helps people around 

the world realize their 
human rights:We deliv-
er food, provide shelter, 
support education, de-
fend the environment, 
support civic spaces, em-
power women & strive for 
peace. But we can’t do it 
alone. This work depends 
on everyone, everywhere, 
taking a stand.

@antonioguterres

In Qatar, we are proud 
of the completion of 

the “Doha Historical 
Dictionary of the Arabic 
Language,” whose rich 
content reinforces our 
people’s adherence to 
their identity and their 
confident openness to the 
modern age and its tools. 

@TamimBinHamad

An important moment 
for India-New Zea-

land relations, with a 
strong push to bilateral 
trade and investment! 
My friend PM Christo-
pher Luxon and I had a 
very good conversation 
a short while ago fol-
lowing the conclusion of 
the landmark India-New 
Zealand Free Trade 
Agreement.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Iran insisted yesterday 
that its missile programme was 
defensive in nature and designed 
to dissuade attack, while adding the 
existence of its arsenal was not up for 
debate. Israel had presented Iran’s 
ballistic missiles, along with its nuclear 
programme, as the two main threats 
it sought to neutralise during the 
12-day war the foes fought in June.  “Iran’s 
missile programme was developed to defend 
Iran’s territory, not for negotiation,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said 
at a weekly press conference. “Therefore, 
Iran’s defense capabilities, designed to 
deter aggressors from any thought of attacking Iran, are not a matter that could 
be talked about.” Iran’s ballistic capabilities put Israel within striking distance, 
and after Israel’s unprecedented attacks that sparked the war in June, Tehran 
responded with waves of missiles and drones launched at Israeli cities.

u Former Malaysian leader Najib Razak lost 
a bid to have his jail term changed to house arrest 
yesterday, a setback ahead of a separate verdict this 
week tied to the country’s 1MDB scandal. Najib, 72, 
is serving a six-year jail term for corruption linked 
to the plunder of Malaysia’s sovereign wealth fund 
1MDB, which sparked probes in several countries. His 

lawyers had argued that the purported existence of an order by Malaysia’s former 
king, called a “royal addendum”, granted him permission to serve the rest of his 
current sentence at home. However, Judge Alice Loke Yee Ching disagreed, saying 
that the royal addendum was not a valid order. Therefore, “the court cannot issue 
an... order to direct a house arrest”, Loke told the Kuala Lumpur High Court.

u The US Coast Guard was pursuing another allegedly sanctioned tanker 
on Sunday, a US official told AFP, as Washington ramps up its pressure campaign 
targeting Venezuela’s vital oil sector. The “active 
pursuit” in the Caribbean Sea was happening a 
day after the Coast Guard seized its second vessel 
off Venezuela in two weeks. US President Donald 
Trump announced on December 16 a blockade 
of “sanctioned oil vessels” sailing to and from 
Venezuela, demanding the return of allegedly stolen 
US assets in the oil-rich South American country. 
He has also deployed a large navy armada in the 
Caribbean with a stated mission of combatting drug 
trafficking, but which Caracas says is a pressure 
campaign to oust President Nicolas Maduro. “The 
United States Coast Guard is in active pursuit of a 
sanctioned dark fleet vessel that is part of Venezuela’s illegal sanctions evasion. It 
is flying a false flag and under a judicial seizure order,” a US official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said in a statement to AFP.
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Since Moscow sent troops 
into Ukraine in February 

2022, Kyiv has been blamed 
for several attacks targeting 
Russian military officials and 
pro-Kremlin figures in Russia 

and in Russian-occupied 
parts of Ukraine.

KNOW WHAT

Israel occupied east Jerusalem, 
including the Old City, in the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war, and 
swiftly annexed the area.

KNOW WHAT

Moscow car blast kills Russian 
general as Ukraine peace talks stall

Russian investigators suspects “Ukrainian special forces”

• Top negotiators from 
both Russia and Ukraine 
were in Miami for talks 

• “Slow progress is 
being observed” in the 
talks, says Russia

• Zelensky has 
expressed scepticism 
over whether 
Russia really wants 
to end the war

AFP | Moscow, Russia

A car bomb killed a sen-
ior Russian general in 
southern Moscow yes-

terday morning as officials re-
ported “slow progress” in talks 
with the United States on how 
to end the war in Ukraine.

Top negotiators from both 

Russia and Ukraine were in Mi-
ami over the weekend for sepa-
rate meetings with US officials 
seeking to break the deadlock 
on a deal to end almost four 
years of fighting, triggered by 
Moscow’s all-out offensive on 
its neighbour in 2022.

Kyiv has not commented on 
the blast, the latest in a string 
of similar incidents, but Russian 
investigators said they suspect-
ed it was “linked” to “Ukrainian 
special forces”.

The attack had the hallmarks 
of other assassinations of gen-
erals and pro-war figures that 
have either been claimed or are 
widely believed to have been 
orchestrated by Ukraine.

Lieutenant General Fanil Sar-
varov, 56, head of the Russian 
General Staff ’s training de-
partment, was killed when the 
bomb, which had been placed 
under his parked car, detonated 
in a residential quarter of south-
ern Moscow.

AFP reporters at the scene saw 

a mangled white Kia SUV, its 
doors and back window blown 
out. The frame was twisted and 
charred from the blast.

The scene had been cordoned 
off by security forces, and inves-
tigators were sifting through the 
debris. Eyewitnesses reported a 
loud bang.

“We absolutely didn’t expect 
it. We thought we were safe, and 
then this happens right next to 
us,” local resident, Tatiana, 74, 
told AFP.

“The windows rattled, you 
could tell it was an explosion,” 
said Grigory, 70, who also de-
clined to give his surname.

“We need to treat it more 
calmly. It’s the cost of war,” he 
added.

Russia’s Investigative Com-
mittee, which probes major 
crimes, said it was “working 
through various lines of enquiry 
into the murder. One of them 
involves the possible organisa-
tion of the crime by Ukrainian 
special services.”

Sarvarov fought in the Rus-
sian army’s campaigns in the 
North Caucasus, including 
Chechnya in the 1990s, ac-
cording to his official biogra-
phy on the defence ministry’s  
website.

He had also been one of the 
figures overseeing Russian forc-
es in Syria in 2015-16.

An investigator works at the car bomb site in southern Moscow.

Israel demolishes residential 
building in east Jerusalem

Demolition of the building was based on a 2014 court order

• Bulldozers began 
ripping into the structure 
early yesterday

• Activists accuse Israeli 
authorities of frequently 
designating areas in east 
Jerusalem as national 
parks or open spaces

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli bulldozers tore through 
a four-storey residential 
building in east Jerusalem 

yesterday, displacing scores of 
Palestinians in what activists said 
was the largest such demolition 

in the area this year.
The building, located in the 

Silwan neighbourhood near 
the Old City, comprised a doz-
en apartments housing approx-
imately 100 people, many of them 
women, children and elderly res-
idents.

It was the latest in a series of 
buildings to be torn down as Is-
raeli officials target what they 
describe as unauthorised struc-
tures in annexed east Jerusalem.

“The demolition is a tragedy 
for all residents,” Eid Shawar, 
who lives in the building, told 
AFP. “They broke down the door 
while we were asleep and told us 
we could only change our clothes 
and take essential papers and 
documents,” said the father of 
five.

With nowhere else to go, Sha-
war said his seven-member fam-
ily would have to sleep in his car.

Three bulldozers began rip-
ping into the structure early on 
Monday as residents looked on, 
their clothes and belongings scat-
tered across nearby streets, an 
AFP journalist saw.

Israeli police cordoned off sur-
rounding roads, with security 
forces deployed across the area 
and positioned on rooftops of 

neighbouring houses.
Built on privately owned 

Palestinian land, the building 
had been slated for demolition 
for lacking a permit, activists  
said.Palestinians face severe 
obstacles in obtaining building 
permits due to Israel’s restrictive 
planning policies, according to 
activists, an issue that has fuelled 
tensions in east Jerusalem and 
across the occupied West Bank 
for years.

Excavators demolish a building constructed without a permit in the Wadi Qaddum area near the Silwan neighbourhood of east Jerusalem

CO2 soon to be buried under 
North Sea oil platform
AFP | Esbjerg, Denmark

In the North Sea where Den-
mark once drilled for oil, 

imported European carbon 
dioxide will soon be buried 
under the seabed in a carbon 
capture and storage (CCS) pro-
ject nearing completion.

CCS technology is one of the 
tools approved by the UN’s 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) and the 
International Energy Agency 
(IEA) to curb global warming, 
especially for reducing the CO2 
footprint of industries like ce-
ment and steel that are diffi-
cult to decarbonise.

But the technology is com-
plex and costly.

Led by British chemicals gi-
ant Ineos, the Greensand pro-
ject 170 kilometres (105 miles) 
off the Danish coast consists 
of a deep, empty reservoir be-
neath a small, wind-swept oil 
platform in the North Sea.

In its first phase due to begin 
in the next few months, Green-
sand is slated to store 400,000 
tonnes of CO2 per year.

It’s “a very good opportunity 
to reverse the process: instead 
of extracting oil, we can now 
inject CO2 into the ground,” 
Mads Gade, Ineos’s head of 
European operations, told AFP.

Liquefied CO2 sourced 
mainly from biomass power 
plants will be shipped from 
Europe via the Esbjerg termi-
nal in southwestern Denmark 
to the Nini platform above an 

empty oil reservoir, into which 
it will be injected.

“The reason why the North 
Sea is seen as a vault for CO2 
storage is because of the enor-
mous amounts of data that we 
have collected through over 
50 years of petroleum pro-
duction,” said CCS coordinator 
Ann Helen Hansen at the Nor-
wegian Offshore Directorate 
(Sodir).

This area of the North Sea is 
teeming with depleted oil and 
gas fields like Nini, as well as 
deep rock basins.

According to Sodir, the Nor-
wegian part of the North Sea 
alone theoretically has a ge-
ological storage capacity of 
around 70 billion tonnes (70 
Gt) of CO2. On the British side, 
the figure is 78 Gt, according to 
the British government.

In Denmark, the geological 
institute has no overall data, 
but the Bifrost project, led by 
TotalEnergies, estimates it 
could store 335 million tonnes 
of CO2. By comparison, the 
European Union’s greenhouse 
gas emissions amounted to 
about 3.2 Gt last year.

INEOS Energy’s Nini platform, a 
depleted oil and gas field

Paw patrol: 
UK govt 
vows to 
end puppy 
farming
London, United Kingdom

Britain prides itself on 
being a nation of dog 

lovers, but has a cruel prac-
tice the government wants 
to eradicate -- puppy farms.

The Labour administra-
tion on Sunday announced 
sweeping reforms designed 
to improve the welfare of 
the country’s pets and other 
animals.

They include ending the 
so-called farming of pup-
pies, where dogs are bred 
on a large-scale in cramped 
conditions, chiefly for prof-
it.

“These inhumane prac-
tices often result in puppies 
suffering from long-term 
health issues,” the environ-
ment, food and rural affairs 
ministry said in a statement.

According to the vet char-
ity PDSA, in 2024 there were 
some 10.6 million pet dogs 
in the UK, which has a popu-
lation of around 69 million.

Dog breeding is regulat-
ed -- anyone in England 
breeding and selling three 
or more litters of puppies in 
a year is required by law to 
have a licence.

Estimating the number 
of puppy farms in Britain 
is difficult because they are 
largely unlicenced and op-
erate in the shadows, animal 
rights charities say.

The British Veterinary 
Association estimates that 
about one in four pet own-
ers, or five million people, 
admit to doing no research 
before buying an animal.

Charities worry that 
means people are unwit-
tingly buying man’s best 
friend from puppy farms, 
where they say pups are of-
ten overbred and removed 
from their mother at too 
young an age.

This 
handout 
aerial photo 
taken and 
released 
by the 
Shropshire 
Fire and 
Rescue 
Service 
shows boats 
on the 
bed of the 
canal after 
a sinkhole 
developed 
along the 
Shropshire 
Union 
Canal, 
draining 
the water, 
in the 
Chemistry 
area of 
Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, 
central 
England.

When the water vanished

Dogs in coats and caps parade 
during the Rescue Dogs of London 
Christmas jumper parade in 
central London

New Zealand says agreed free trade deal with India

• The deal, which 
comes into effect in the 
first half of next year

AFP | Wellington, New Zealand

New Zealand said yesterday 
it had agreed a wide-rang-

ing free-trade deal with India 
that eliminates tariffs on 95 
percent of the Pacific country's 
exports, but the government's 
coalition partner labelled it a bad  
agreement.

Trade and investment minis-
ter Todd McClay said the deal, 
which comes into effect in the 
first half of next year, gave un-
precedented access to India's 1.4 
billion consumers.

"This once-in-a-generation 
agreement creates opportuni-
ties New Zealand exporters have 

never had in India," McClay said, 
adding that it "will deliver thou-
sands of jobs and billions in ad-
ditional exports".

The deal simplifies entry to 

New Zealand for some Indian 
workers, including 1,667 tem-
porary work visas each year for 
the information and communi-
cations technology sector, en-

gineering and some health ser-
vices.

It also includes a working holi-
day scheme allowing up to 1,000 
people aged 18-30, and allows 
Indian students to work for up 
to 20 hours a week.

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's office said he had 
spoken to New Zealand coun-
terpart Christopher Luxon on 
Monday and the two agreed that 
the deal, signed in a "record time 
of nine months", would further 
deepen ties.

Both "leaders agree that the 
free-trade agreement would 
serve as a catalyst for greater 
trade, investment, innovation 
and shared opportunities be-
tween both countries", Modi's 
office said in a statement.

The agreement "would also 
open up new opportunities" for 
innovators, entrepreneurs and 
farmers, it added.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi


