
THERE ARE ONLY TWO WAYS TO LIVE 
YOUR LIFE. ONE IS AS THOUGH NOTHING 
IS A MIRACLE. THE OTHER IS AS THOUGH 
EVERYTHING IS A MIRACLE.
 ALBERT EINSTEIN
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HISTORY
Conquest of Seville occurs by 
Christian troops under King 
Ferdinand III of Castile after 
the city surrenders

 “Areopagitica”, a 
pamphlet by John 

Milton decrying cen-
sorship, is published

Clipper Cutty Sark is launched 
in Dumbarton, Scotland, one 
of the last clippers ever built 
and the only one still surviving

Sumatran rhino is officially declared 
extinct in Malaysia after the last known 

specimen, 25-year-old Iman, dies of 
cancer in Sabah, Malaysian Borneo

S P O T L I G H T
He’ll have to like it, and if he doesn’t like it, 

then you know, they should just keep fighting. 
At some point he’s going to have to accept 

something
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Kuwait has been a 
longstanding sup-

porter and partner of 
the UAE since before the 
Union. For one week 
this coming 29 January 
onwards, we encourage 
our community to hon-
our this enduring bond 
and celebrate Kuwait, 
its leadership, and its 
people. May God safe-
guard Kuwait and bless 
its continued journey of 
progress.

@MohamedBinZayed

In the coming days, 
consultations with our 

partners will take place 
on the steps needed to 
end the war. 

@ZelenskyyUa

Clean energy transi-
tions are cost-com-

petitive, as never before. 
This can and must be the 
growth story of the 21st 
century.

@vonderleyen

My message to #G20 
leaders is simple: 

Amid these tumultuous 
times of massive suffer-
ing around the globe, we 
need leadership & vision. 
The G20 must use their 
leverage & enormous in-
fluence to set our world 
on a better, more just & 
peaceful course for the 
future..

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u The owner of the UK 
tabloid Daily Mail struck a £500 
million ($654 million) deal with 
US-Emirati consortium RedBird IMI 
for the purchase of The Telegraph 
newspaper, The Daily Mail and General 
Trust said yesterday. “DMGT has 
signed an agreement with Redbird IMI 
over the acquisition of the Telegraph 
Media Group at a valuation of £500 million”, 
DMGT said in a press release sent to AFP 
The DMGT’s potential purchase of its rival 
170-year-old newspaper could make it one of 
the biggest right-leaning media groups in the 
UK and conclude the protracted sale marked 
by government intervention. It comes a 
week after US investment group RedBird Capital Partners abruptly abandoned 
its takeover, reigniting uncertainty over the paper’s future. DMGT, which also 
owns national newspapers Metro and The i Paper, said it would enter a period of 
exclusivity to finalise the terms of the transaction, which the parties “expect to 
happen quickly”.

u Gunmen have kidnapped more than 300 
students and teachers in one of the largest mass 
kidnappings in Nigeria, a Christian group said 
yesterday, as security fears mounted in Africa’s most 
populous nation. The early Friday raid on St Mary’s 
co-education school in Niger state in central Nigeria 

came after gunmen on Monday stormed a secondary school in neighbouring 
Kebbi state, abducting 25 girls. The Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) had 
earlier reported 227 people seized, but the new number came “after a verification 
exercise” following the early Friday mass kidnapping, and added that “The total 
number of victims abducted ... is now 303 students and 12 teachers”. The number 
of boys and girls kidnapped from St Mary’s is almost half of the school’s student 
population of 629. The Nigerian government has not 
commented on the number of students and teachers 
abducted.

u President Cyril Ramaphosa will not 
hand the next presidency of the G20 to a US embassy 
representative after President Donald Trump refused 
to attend this weekend’s summit, the South African 
government said yesterday. The Trump administration 
has boycotted the Johannesburg meeting that 
wraps up on Sunday and said it would send the 
charge d’affaires of its US embassy in South Africa 
for the handover, with Washington assuming the 
2026 presidency of the group of leading economies. 
Ramaphosa “will not be handing over to the charge d’affaires from the US,” 
Foreign Minister Ronald Lamola told journalists. “The United States is a member 
of the G20, and if they want to be represented, they can still send anyone at the 
right level,” he said. This would be the head of state, minister or a “special envoy 
appointed by the president”, Lamola said. Otherwise, a handover could take place 
at government offices between officials of the same ranking, he said.

Gunmen 
seize 315 in latest 
Nigerian mass 
school kidnapping
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Daily Mail 
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deal to acquire The 

Telegraph

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R 

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

The Hidden Price of 
Our Growing Addiction 
to Smart Technology

Our mobile 
phones, which 

we carry day and 
night, are now 

sophisticated 
surveillance 

tools. They track 
our movements, 

monitor our 
conversations, 

and store intimate 
details of our 

daily lives. We 
know this. Yet 
most of us feel 

powerless to 
stop it. Privacy 

has evaporated, 
replaced by a 
false sense of 
convenience.

A cuddly cotton doll, equipped with artificial intelligence 
and marketed as an educational companion for children, 
recently shocked the world when a U.S. consumer-pro-

tection lab discovered it was delivering dangerous and highly 
inappropriate responses 
to young users. What was 
meant to be a harmless 
“smart toy” suddenly re-
vealed itself as a threat — 
not only to children, but 
to the integrity of our in-
creasingly technology-de-
pendent lives.

Users quickly nick-
named it “Chucky-GPT,” 
a playful reference to the 
horror-film character. Yet 
beneath the humor lies 
a chilling truth: this doll 
may be a small glimpse 
into a much larger prob-
lem. If a child’s toy can be-
have like a rogue device, 
what does that say about 
the advanced technolo-
gies we are welcoming 
into our homes with ex-
citement and blind trust?

A similar concern sur-
faced when an Indian 
engineer found that his 
smart vacuum cleaner 
was quietly collecting 
data from inside his home 
and transmitting it to the 
manufacturer without his 
consent. The moment he 
blocked the data flow, the 
device stopped working 
altogether — as if its real 
purpose was surveillance, 
not cleaning.

No doubt many families 
in Bahrain already own 
the same devices, relying 
on them daily without 
considering the potential 
risks. And soon, AI-pow-
ered dolls could replace 
human caregivers, leav-
ing parents comfortable 
and confident while un-
knowingly surrendering 
their children’s privacy 
to machines designed by 
corporations far beyond our borders.

This should concern us deeply. Our region, rich in strategic 
importance and natural resources, has always attracted external 
interest. Today, the battleground is no longer land or oil — it 
is information. And smart technology has become the easiest, 
most efficient means of obtaining it.

Our mobile phones, which we carry day and night, are now 
sophisticated surveillance tools. They track our movements, 
monitor our conversations, and store intimate details of our 
daily lives. We know this. Yet most of us feel powerless to 
stop it. Privacy has evaporated, replaced by a false sense of 
convenience.

Just days ago, former Mossad chief Yossi Cohen openly ad-
mitted that Israel had planted modified, booby-trapped devices 
for espionage in several countries worldwide. His statement 
should serve as a global wake-up call about how vulnerable 
technology has made every society — not just ours.

We love technology. We chase every new device, upgrade our 
homes with interconnected systems, and hand our children 
digital tools that promise education and entertainment. But 
convenience comes at a price. And sooner or later, that price 
will be high and irreversible.

Our growing dependence on smart devices mirrors the arc of 
addiction: easy to begin, nearly impossible to reverse. 

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Aftershocks rock Bangladesh 
as quake death toll rises to 10

AFP | Dhaka, Bangladesh

Two minor tremors hit 
Bangladesh yesterday, a 
day after a powerful earth-

quake struck outside the capi-
tal Dhaka and killed at least 10 
people.

A 3.3-magnitude jolt was re-
corded in Narshingdi district, 
east of Dhaka, in the morning, 
followed by a 4.3-magnitude 
quake that struck the capital 
around 6:00 pm (1200 GMT), ac-
cording to the Bangladesh Mete-
orological Department.

Dhaka resident  Tasnuba 
Sharmin Sharna, 32, said her 
children started screaming as 
the furniture in their apartment 
began shaking.

“We are praying to God for 
mercy,” Sharna told AFP.

Friday’s deadly earthquake 
was felt in Dhaka and neighbour-
ing districts, causing widespread 
destruction.

Updating earlier tolls from the 
5.5-magnitude quake, disaster 

management official Ishtiaqe 
Ahmed told AFP that “the num-
ber of casualties has reached 10, 
while a few hundreds were in-
jured”.

There were no immediate re-
ports of casualties on Saturday, 
but the aftershocks -- which are 
common after major earthquakes 
-- have added to fears of an even 

greater disaster.
“I don’t feel safe yet, as there 

was another jolt this morning... 
Maybe we are next,” said Shahnaj 
Parvin, 44, who lives near the 
epicentre of Friday’s earthquake 
and told AFP she had never expe-
rienced such a tremor.

Cracks have developed in doz-
ens of houses in her area, she 

said.
“I was hanging my children’s 

clothes on the washing line when 
the tremor struck,” added Parvin.

“I held onto a mahogany tree, 
and when I returned home, I 
found my glassware broken.”

The government has activated 
Bangladesh’s emergency oper-
ation centre to assess the scale 
of the damage and to coordinate 
relief and rescue operations.

Rubayet Kabir of the Mete-
orological Department’s Earth-
quake Observation and Research 
Center said Bangladesh’s geog-
raphy makes the country of 170 
million people prone to quakes.

“That’s why we experience 
earthquakes quite frequently, 
though they are not as strong as 
the one” on Friday, he told AFP.

“Some small tremors are ex-
pected after any major earth-
quake,” Kabir said.

“There has been no massive 
earthquake in the last 100 years 
or more, but Bangladesh has been 
vulnerable for quite some time.”

Ukraine, Europe 
scramble to respond 
to US plan to end war
Zelensky has pushed back against the 28-point US plan

• Trump has given 
Ukraine less than 
a week to sign

• Russian army is 
slowly but steadily 
gaining ground

• Putin said the 
blueprint could “lay 
the foundation” for a 
final peace settlement

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine and its Euro-
pean allies scrambled 
yesterday to come up 

with counter-proposals after 
US President Donald Trump 
gave Kyiv a tight deadline to 
approve a deal to end the war 
that accepts some of Russia’s 
hardline demands.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky has pushed back against 
the 28-point US plan. Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin has wel-
comed the proposal, which 
would force Ukraine to give up 
land, cut its army and pledge 
never to join NATO.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron, German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz and UK 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
met yesterday on the the side-
lines of a G20 summit in South 
Africa, the French presidency  
said.

The huddle was held ahead 
of a wider meeting on the same 
topic that would include other 
European leaders, the presi-
dency said.

Starmer had earlier said the 
aim was to “look at how we 
can strengthen this plan for the 
next phase of negotiations”.

European Commission chief 
Ursula von der Leyen said the 

allies should make it clear “that 
there should be nothing about 
Ukraine without Ukraine.”

US Vice President JD Vance 
reacted to the criticism of the 
plan, saying it “either misun-
derstands the framework or 
misstates some critical reality 
on the ground.”

“There is a fantasy that if we 
just give more money, more 
weapons, or more sanctions, 
victory is at hand,” he added.

Ukraine faces one of the most 
challenging moments in its his-
tory, Zelensky said in an ad-
dress to the nation, adding that 
he would propose alternatives 
to Trump’s proposal.

A top Ukrainian official yes-
terday said Kyiv would launch 
talks with the US in Switzer-
land to discuss ways to end the 
war. The delegation will be led 
by Zelensky’s top aide Andriy 
Yermak.

First saplings from felled 
UK tree to be planted

AFP | London, United Kingdom

The first five saplings grown 
from one of the UK's most 

iconic trees after it was delib-
erately felled will be planted 
yesterday, organisers said.

Until September 2023, the 
tree had stood for nearly 200 
years in a dramatic dip next to 
Hadrian's Wall, a Roman-era 
UNESCO World Heritage site 
in northern England.

Known as the Sycamore Gap 
tree, it was so striking it fea-
tured in the 1991 Hollywood 
film "Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves". Two men were jailed 
for more than four years in 
July for felling it.

Now some 49 saplings 
grown from the tree will be 
planted, including half next 

week during UK National Tree 
Week, the National Trust con-
servation charity which pro-
tects historic places said.

Director General Hilary 
McGrady praised "quick 
thinking" Trust conservation-
ists who took cuttings in the 
wake of the vandalism that 
had "allowed the Sycamore 
Gap tree to live on". "The team 
has cared for these 49 hope-
ful saplings beautifully and 
they're now ready to be given 
to communities," she said.

McGrady said each tree 
would "become a source of 
inspiration, a place to reflect, 
a home for nature or simply a 
reminder that there are always 
good things worth fighting for, 
even after something so sense-
less".

Police officers stand on duty at the edge of a cordon around the felled 
Sycamore Gap tree, along Hadrian’s Wall, near Hexham, northern England

Brazil's Bolsonaro jailed over alleged 
bid to break ankle bracelet and flee

AFP | Brasília, Brazil

Brazil's former president Jair 
Bolsonaro was taken from 

house arrest into police custo-
dy yesterday after the Supreme 
Court accused him of trying to 
break his ankle bracelet and plot 
an escape.

The far-right firebrand was 
sentenced to 27 years in prison 
over a scheme to stop leftist Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva from taking 
office after the 2022 elections -- a 
ruling he is still appealing.

Supreme Court judge Alexan-
dre de Moraes said Bolsonaro's 
arrest was a preventive measure 
as he is a "high flight risk," and 
not the execution of his sentence.

Bolsonaro, who governed Bra-
zil from 2019 to 2022, was placed 
under house arrest in August and 
has been confined to an upscale 
condominium in the capital Bra-
silia.

In his ruling, Moraes said that 
a planned vigil outside the con-
dominium called by the former 
leader's son Flavio Bolsonaro on 
Saturday could cause turmoil 
that would "create an environ-

ment conducive to his escape."
Flavio urged supporters to 

"fight for your country" in a video 
calling for the vigil.

The judge said there had been 
an "attempt to break" Bolsona-

ro's ankle bracelet early Saturday 
as part of a plan to "ensure the 
success of his escape, facilitated 
by the confusion caused by the 
demonstration called by his son.

Moraes also highlighted the 
proximity of Bolsonaro's home 
to the US embassy, adding the 
far-right leader had previously 
planned to flee to the Argentine 
embassy to request political asy-
lum.

Bolsonaro is an ally of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who said his 
trial was a "witch hunt" and im-
posed punitive tariffs and sanc-
tions against Brazil in retaliation.

In a statement, Bolsonaro's 
defense team said his detention 
caused "deep perplexity" as it 
was based on a "prayer vigil."

They said they would appeal 
the detention which "could put 
his life at risk" due to his alleged 
frail health.

Former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro

Climate activists dye Venice’s Grand Canal green
AFP | Rome, Italy

Climate activists dyed Venice’s 
Grand Canal green Satur-

day, as countries at a UN climate 
conference in Brazil struggled 
to agree on the crucial issue of 
phasing out of fossil fuels.

Extinction Rebellion said its 
activists released an environ-
mentally harmless dye into ca-
nals, rivers, lakes and fountains 
in a total of 10 Italian cities to 
highlight “the massive effects of 
climate collapse”.

Greta Thunberg was present 
at the “Stop Ecocide” protest in 
Venice, where demonstrators 
dressed entirely in red with veils 
over their faces walked slowly 
through curious crowds of tour-

ists, images showed.
The green dye was also poured 

into the Po river in Turin, the 
Reno river in Bologna, the Tara 

river in Taranto, as well as foun-
tains in Padova and Genoa, the 
activist group said.

Negotiations at key UN climate 

talks in Brazil ran into overtime 
on Saturday with no agreement 
struck and delegates still locked 
in a bitter fight over whether to 
mention fossil fuels in the final 
text. At stake at the Belem talks is 
securing a deal that paves the way 
for faster cuts to planet-warming 
emissions that are driving ever 
more extreme weather.

“The most important global 
summit to define international 
political agreements aimed at 
countering climate and social 
collapse is drawing to a close, 
and once again this year, Italy has 
been among the countries block-
ing the most ambitious propos-
als,” said activist Paola as quoted 
by Extinction Rebellion, whose 
surname was not provided.

Ageneral view of the Grand Canal in Venice with its waters dyed green during the 
“Stop Ecocide” demonstration origanized by Extinction Rebellion.

A doctor attends an injured man at a hospital following an earthquake in Dhaka

Royal Saudi Land Forces (RSLF) conduct tank gunnery at Fort Irwin during NTC Rotation 26-02 — the first-ever RSLF 
participation in a U.S. Army combat training center. 

NTC Rotation


