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King Louis XVI of France and his For-
eign Minister clandestinely agree to 
supply the United States with muni-
tions during the American Revolution

William Austin Burt 
patents America’s first 

typewriter, the typogra-
pher

Union Act passed by British 
Parliament, uniting Upper and 
Lower Canada

Comet Hale-Bopp is discovered 
and becomes visible to the naked 

eye nearly a year later
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Saddened by the pass-
ing of former Kerala 

CM Shri VS Achuthanan-
dan Ji. He devoted many 
years of his life to pub-
lic service and Kerala’s 
progress. I recall our in-
teractions when we both 
served as Chief Ministers 
of our respective states. 
My thoughts are with his 
family and supporters in 
this sad hour.

@narendramodi

The fossil fuel age is 
flailing & failing. 

We’re at the dawn of a 
new & clean energy era.
An era where cheap, 
abundant, renewable en-
ergy powers a world rich 
in economic opportunity. 
We have the tools to pow-
er the future for humani-
ty. This is our moment of 
opportunity.

@antonioguterres

I received reports on 
the completed stages 

of prisoner exchanges and 
those currently being pre-
pared. We expect several 
rounds of exchanges to 
be carried out in accord-
ance with the agreements 
reached at the second 
meeting in Istanbul. 

@ZelenskyyUa

A @WHO staff member 
in #Gaza remains in 

detention by the Israe-
li military.: http:// bit.
ly/4mblmrU. WHO de-
mands the immediate 
release of our colleague. 
We call for the protec-
tion of all humanitari-
ans.A ceasefire in Gaza 
is overdue!

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Portugal yesterday 
became the latest nation to back 
Morocco’s plan to give autonomy 
under Moroccan sovereignty to the 
disputed Western Sahara territory. 
Portugal considers the plan “serious, 
credible and constructive” for the 
resource-rich north African territory, 
where the Algerian-backed Polisario 
Front rebel group has campaigned for an 
independent state. Morocco moved in to 
control most of the sparsely populated 
territory after former colonial ruler Spain 
withdrew in 1975. The United Nations considers Western Sahara a “non-self-
governing” territory and has had a peacekeeping mission, MINURSO, there since 
1991 with the official aim of holding a self-determination referendum. Morocco 
has however refused to allow a vote where independence could be an option. In 
recent years, France, the United States, Spain, Germany and last month Britain 
have all backed the Moroccan autonomy plan. 

u The World Health Organization warned yesterday a major 
chikungunya virus epidemic risks sweeping around the globe, calling for urgent 

action to prevent it. The WHO said it was picking up 
exactly the same early warning signs as in a major 
outbreak two decades ago and wanted to prevent 
a repeat. Chikungunya is a mosquito-borne viral 
disease that causes fever and severe joint pain, which 
is often debilitating. In some cases it can be deadly. 

“Chikungunya is not a disease that is widely known, but it has been detected 
and transmitted in 119 countries globally, putting 5.6 billion people at risk,” 
said the WHO’s Diana Rojas Alvarez. She recalled how from 2004 to 2005, a 
major chikungunya epidemic swept across the Indian Ocean, hitting small island 
territories before spreading globally and affecting almost half a million people.

u Russian lawmakers advanced a bill 
yesterday that would fine internet users who search 
online for web pages, books, artworks or music 
albums that authorities have deemed “extremist” 
-- a move critics have called a dangerous attack on 
freedom. More than 5,000 entries are on the Russian 
justice ministry’s list of “extremist materials”, 
including songs praising Ukraine, blog posts by 
feminist rock band Pussy Riot and websites critical 
of Russian President Vladimir Putin. Deputies 
in the lower house State Duma backed the bill 
by 306 votes to 67 and the text will now be sent 
to Russia’s upper house, where it is unlikely to 
face any major opposition. The legislation would 
impose fines of up to 5,000 rubles ($64) on 
anyone found to have deliberately searched for or 
gained access to material on the list.

WHO sounds 
alarm on risk 
of chikungunya 

epidemic

Russia seeks 
to fine web users 
searching for 
content deemed 

‘extremist’

Portugal 
backs Morocco 
sovereignty plan 
for disputed W. 

Sahara

NISAR will be the first sat-
ellite to use dual-frequency 

synthetic aperture radar 
(SAR) – operating in both 

L-band and S-band – to ob-
serve and measure changes 

on Earth’s surface with 
unmatched precision.

KNOW WHAT

Israeli military killed over 1,000 
seeking Gaza aid since late May

GHF operations have been marred by chaotic scenes and near-daily firing 

• Gaza’s population faces 
severe shortages of food

• Aid groups have 
refused to cooperate 
with the GHF

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The UN yesterday said Israe-
li forces have killed over 
1,000 Palestinians trying 

to get food aid in Gaza since the 
US- and Israel-backed Gaza Hu-
manitarian Foundation started 
operations.

An officially private effort, the 

GHF began operations on May 26 
after Israel halted supplies into 
the Gaza Strip for more than two 
months, sparking famine warn-
ings.

GHF operations have been 
marred by chaotic scenes and 
near-daily reports of Israeli forces 
firing on people waiting to collect 
rations in the Palestinian territory, 
where the Israeli military is seek-
ing to destroy Hamas.

“Over 1,000 Palestinians have 
now been killed by the Israeli 
military while trying to get food 
in Gaza since the Gaza Human-
itarian Foundation started op-
erating,” UN human rights office 
spokesman Thameen Al-Kheetan 
told AFP.

“As of July 21, we have recorded 
1,054 people killed in Gaza while 
trying to get food; 766 of them 
were killed in the vicinity of GHF 
sites and 288 near UN and other 
humanitarian organisations’ aid 
convoys.”

Kheetan added: “Our data is 
based on information from multi-
ple reliable sources on the ground, 
including medical teams, human-
itarian and human rights organi-
sations.”

The war in Gaza, sparked by 
Hamas’s deadly attack on Israel 
on October 7, 2023, has created 
dire humanitarian conditions for 
the more than two million people 
who live in the coastal territory.

Gaza’s population faces severe 

shortages of food and other es-
sentials.

GHF says it has distributed more 
than 1.4 million boxes of food-
stuffs to date.

“We’re adjusting our operations 
in real time to keep people safe 
and informed, and we stand ready 
to partner with other organisa-
tions to scale up and deliver more 
meals to the people of Gaza,” GHF 
interim director John Acree said 
Monday.

The United Nations and major 
aid groups have refused to coop-
erate with the GHF over concerns 
it was designed to cater to Israeli 
military objectives and violates 
basic humanitarian principles.

Palestinians shove to receive a hot meal at a charity kitchen in the Mawasi area of Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip

Gaza hospital says 21 children died from 
malnutrition and starvation in 72 hours
AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian Terri-
tories

The head of Al-Shifa hospital in 
Gaza City said yesterday that 

21 children had died across the 
Palestinian territory in the past 
three days “due to malnutrition 
and starvation”.

“These deaths were recorded 
at hospitals in Gaza, including 
Al-Shifa in Gaza City, Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Hospital in Deir el-Ba-
lah and Nasser Hospital in Khan 
Yunis... over the past 72 hours,” 
Mohammed Abu Salmiya told re-
porters.

UN Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres warned on Monday 
evening that “the last lifelines 
keeping people alive are collaps-

ing” in Gaza, and that there were 
growing reports of children and 
adults with malnutrition.

Abu Salmiya told reporters that 
new cases of malnutrition and 
starvation were arriving at Gaza’s 
remaining functioning hospitals 
“every moment”.

After talks to extend a six-week 
ceasefire broke down, Israel im-
posed a full blockade on Gaza 
on March 2 this year, allowing 
nothing in until trucks were again 
permitted at a trickle in late May.

But stocks accumulated during 
the ceasefire gradually depleted, 
leaving the territory’s more than 
two million inhabitants experi-
encing the worst shortages since 
the start of the war in October 
2023.

People rush towards an truck carrying humanitarian aid as it drives along al-Rashid 
street in western Jabalia, after trucks entered the northern Gaza Strip through the 
Israeli-controlled Zikim border crossing.

‘Extremely high’ risk 
of serious Gaza abuses

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Th e  U n i t e d  Na t i o n s 
warned yesterday that 
Israel’s expanded opera-

tions in central Gaza created an 
“extremely high” risk of serious 
international law violations.

It also cautioned that perma-
nently displacing Gaza’s pop-
ulation would be a war crime 
and possibly a crime against 
humanity.

“These Israeli airstrikes 
and ground operations will 
invariably lead to further ci-
vilian deaths and destruction 
of civilian infrastructure,” UN 
rights chief Volker Turk said in 
a statement.

“Given the concentration of 
civilians in the area, and the 
means and methods of warfare 
employed by Israel until now, 
the risks of unlawful killings 
and other serious violations of 
international humanitarian law 
are extremely high.”

Deir el-Balah came under in-
tense shelling on Monday, a day 
after Israel’s military ordered 
residents to leave, warning of 

imminent action in an area 
where it had not previously 
operated.

Between 50,000 and 80,000 
people were in the area when 
the evacuation order was is-
sued, according to initial esti-
mates from the UN’s humani-
tarian agency OCHA.

“The latest Israeli displace-
ment orders, followed by in-
tensive attacks on southwest-
ern Deir el-Balah... have added 
more misery to the suffering of 
hungry Palestinians,” Turk said.

“It seemed the nightmare 
couldn’t possibly get worse. 
And yet it does.”

The UN high commissioner 
for human rights highlighted 
that the area targeted by the 
latest attacks was “also home 
to several humanitarian organ-
isations, including clinics, other 
medical facilities, shelters, a 
community kitchen, guesthous-
es, warehouses and other criti-
cal infrastructure”.

At the same time, he pointed 
out that “homes have already 
been destroyed, and thousands 
have been forced to flee the area 

again”.
“Their only choice is to go 

to the ever-shrinking areas of 
Gaza where hundreds of thou-
sands are being forced to gather, 
rendering difficult any attempt 
to deliver humanitarian assis-
tance,” he said, stressing that 
“even these areas are not safe”.

“I remind Israel that perma-
nently displacing people living 
under its occupation would 
amount to unlawful transfer, 
which is a war crime, and in 
certain circumstances, may also 
amount to a crime against hu-
manity.”

Turk stressed that “Israel, 
as the occupying power, must 
ensure food, medical and other 
supplies are provided for the 
population”.

“And instead of launching 
round upon round of new mil-
itary attacks, there must be an 
immediate end to the killings, 
destruction and the wide scale 
violations of international law,” 
he insisted.

“More and more countries 
are joining the calls to shake us 
out of this nightmare.”

Palestinian children wait for a meal at a charity kitchen in the Mawasi area of Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip

ISRO to launch 
NASA-ISRO 
Synthetic 
Aperture Radar 
satellite on July 
30

ANI | New Delhi

The Indian Space Research 
Organisation on Monday 

said that it will launch the NIS-
AR, the first joint Earth obser-
vation satellite by ISRO and 
NASA, from the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre in Sriharikota, 
Andhra Pradesh on July 30 at 
17:40 IST.

According to ISRO, the 
launch of the NASA-ISRO Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) 
satellite will mark a milestone 
in over a decade of collabora-
tion between the two space 
agencies.

Additionally, ISRO stated 
that the satellite would pro-
vide high-resolution, day-
and-night, all-weather data 
by scanning the entire world 
every 12 days, identifying min-
ute variations in the Earth’s 
surface, such as vegetation 
dynamics, ice sheet shifts, and 
ground deformation.

“On July 30, 2025 at 17:40 
IST, ISRO’s GSLV-F16 will 
launch NISAR, the first joint 
Earth observation satellite by 
ISRO & NASA, from Srihariko-
ta. NISAR will scan the entire 
globe every 12 days, providing 
high-resolution, all-weath-
er, day-and-night data. It can 
detect even subtle changes in 
Earth’s surface--like ground 
deformation, ice sheet shifts, 
and vegetation dynamics,” 
ISRO stated in a post on X.

“The mission will support 
many critical applications, in-
cluding sea ice monitoring, 
ship detection, storm tracking, 
soil moisture changes, surface 
water mapping, and disaster 
response. A milestone in over 
a decade of collaboration be-
tween ISRO & NASA/JPL,” it 
added.

2,392 kg
According to ISRO, the NISAR 

satellite, weighing 2,392 kg, 
will be injected into a 743 km 
Sun-synchronous orbit with 
an inclination of 98.40 degrees.

Equipped with dual-fre-
quency Synthetic Aperture 
Radar--NASA’s L-band and IS-
RO’s S-band--NISAR features 
a 12-metre unfurlable mesh 
reflector antenna integrated 
into ISRO’s modified I3K sat-

ellite bus. Utilising SweepSAR 
technology for the first time, 
the satellite will offer a 242 km 
swath with high spatial resolu-
tion, enabling comprehensive 
Earth observation.

“NISAR, weighing 2392 kg, 
is a unique Earth observation 
satellite and the first satellite 
to observe the Earth with a 
dual-frequency Synthetic Ap-
erture Radar (NASA’s L-band 
and ISRO’s S-band), both using 
NASA’s 12m unfurlable mesh 
reflector antenna, integrated 
to ISRO’s modified I3K satel-
lite bus. NISAR will observe 
Earth with a swath of 242 km 
and high spatial resolution, 
using SweepSAR technology 
for the first time,” ISRO stated 
in a press release.

NISAR’s ability to provide 
high-resolution, all-weather 
data every 12 days will sup-
port critical applications, from 
tracking climate change im-
pacts to aiding disaster man-
agement.

“The satellite will scan the 
entire globe and provide all 
weather, day & night data at 
12-day interval and enable a 
wide range of applications. 
NISAR can detect even small 
changes in the Earth’s surface, 
such as ground deformation, 
ice sheet movement and veg-
etation dynamics. Further 
applications include sea ice 
classification, ship detection, 
shoreline monitoring, storm 
characterisation, changes in 
soil moisture, mapping & mon-
itoring of surface water re-
sources and disaster response,” 
the release added. 

Humans beat AI gold-level score at 
top maths contest

AFP | Sydney, Australia

Humans beat generative AI 
models made by Google 

and OpenAI at a top interna-
tional mathematics competi-
tion, despite the programmes 
reaching gold-level scores for 
the first time.

Neither model scored full 
marks -- unlike five young peo-
ple at the International Math-
ematical Olympiad (IMO), a 
prestigious annual competi-
tion where participants must 
be under 20 years old.

Google said Monday that 
an advanced version of its 
Gemini chatbot had solved 
five out of the six maths prob-
lems set at the IMO, held in 
Australia’s Queensland this  
month.

“We can confirm that Goog-
le DeepMind has reached 
the much-desired milestone, 
earning 35 out of a possible 42 
points -- a gold medal score,” 
the US tech giant cited IMO 

president Gregor Dolinar as 
saying.

“Their solutions were aston-
ishing in many respects. IMO 
graders found them to be clear, 
precise and most of them easy 
to follow.”

Around 10 percent of human 
contestants won gold-level 
medals, and five received per-
fect scores of 42 points.

US ChatGPT maker OpenAI 
said that its experimental rea-
soning model had scored a 
gold-level 35 points on the test.

The result “achieved a long-
standing grand challenge in 
AI” at “the world’s most pres-
tigious math competition”, 
OpenAI researcher Alexander 
Wei wrote on social media.

“We evaluated our models 
on the 2025 IMO problems un-
der the same rules as human 
contestants,” he said.

“For each problem, three 
former IMO medalists inde-
pendently graded the model’s 
submitted proof.”

Chinese state hackers targeting Microsoft

• Linen Typhoon, 
Violet Typhoon, 
and Storm-2603

AFP | San Francisco, United 
States

Chinese state-sponsored 
hackers are actively ex-

ploiting critical security vul-
nerabilities in users of Mi-
crosoft’s popular SharePoint 
servers to steal sensitive data 
and deploy malicious code, the 
US tech giant warned Tuesday.

Microsoft said it has ob-
served three threat groups –- 
dubbed Linen Typhoon, Vio-
let Typhoon, and Storm-2603 
–- targeting internet-facing 
SharePoint servers using two 
newly disclosed vulnerabilities 
that allow attackers to bypass 

authentication and execute re-
mote code.

SharePoint Server is Micro-
soft’s collaboration and doc-
ument management platform 
designed for businesses and 
organizations.

Many large organizations 
use SharePoint as their pri-
mary platform for internal 
collaboration and for storing 
documents, and is appreciated 
for working well with other 
Microsoft products like Office, 

Teams, and Outlook.
The attacks, which Micro-

soft said began as early as 
July 7, affect only on-premises 
SharePoint installations and 
do not impact the cloud-based 
SharePoint Online service, the 
company said in a security bul-
letin.

Microsoft warned that it “as-
sesses with high confidence” 
that the threat actors will 
continue their assault against 
vulnerable systems where 
companies haven’t taken the 
necessary precautions.

The vulnerabilities allow 
attackers to spoof authentica-
tion credentials and execute 
malicious code remotely on 
vulnerable servers.

Microsoft has released com-
prehensive security updates to 
address the malware and urged 
customers to apply the patches 
immediately.


