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World’s oldest parliament, 
the Icelandic Parliament, the 
Alþingi (anglicised as Althing 
or Althingi), established

Christopher Latham Sholes patents the 
Sholes and Glidden typewriter, the first 

commercially successful of its kind

1st extraterrestrial message sent from 
Earth into space

Brexit referendum: 
United Kingdom 

votes to leave the 
European Union
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The Child Tax Credit 
means help directly 

in the bank accounts of 
the families who need it. 
Nearly all working fam-
ilies will automatically 
get monthly payments 
starting July 15th – no 
action needed. Head to 
http://childtaxcredit.gov 
for more information.

@JoeBiden

All over the world en-
vironmental defend-

ers are being threatened, 
arrested and even killed. 
We who are privileged 
must raise our voices to 
speak up against these 
human rights violations. 
This is outrageous.

@GretaThunberg

More than 19,300 chil-
dren affected by 

war last year were victims 
of grave violations such 
as killing, maiming or 
rape. Girls and boys have 
a right to life and health, 
free from violence and 
despair. We must protect 
them at all costs.

@antonioguterres

Today’s record-break-
i n g  v a c c i n a t i o n 

numbers are gladden-
ing. The vaccine remains 
our strongest weapon to 
fight COVID-19. Congrat-
ulations to those who got 
vaccinated and kudos to 
all the front-line warri-
ors working hard to en-
sure so many citizens got 
the vaccine.  Well done 
India!

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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+137,834

+2,382

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 277,797 15,898 206,053 55,846

Saudi 
Arabia

475,403 7,691 457,128 10,584

UAE 613,993 1,763 592,984 19,246

Kuwait 340,967 1,877 321,293 17,797

Oman 252,609 +2,037 2,782 +41 221,250 28,577

Qatar 221,119 +189 584 +1 218,584 1,951

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,420,001 617,483

2 India 30,002,691 389,661

3 Brazil 17,969,806 502,817

4 France 5,757,798 110,778

5 Turkey 5,375,593 49,236

6 Russia 5,350,919 130,347

7 UK 4,651,988 128,008

8 Argentina 4,277,395 89,490

9 Italy 4,254,294 127,322

10 Colombia 3,968,405 100,582

11 Spain 3,764,651 80,689

12 Germany 3,730,774 91,025

13 Iran 3,117,336 83,217

14 Poland 2,879,030 74,858
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News in brief 
 u The United States 
views the process that 
made Ebrahim Raisi Iran’s 
president-elect as “pretty 
manufactured,” US State 
Department spokesman Ned Price said 
on Monday, repeating the US view that 
Iran’s recent election was neither free 
nor fair. “Our Iran policy is designed to 
advance US interests and that is regardless 
of who is chosen as Iran’s president in a 
... process that we consider to be pretty 
manufactured. This was not a free and fair 
election process,” Price told reporters in a 
telephone briefing.

u Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister discussed with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief “the importance of 
imposing the necessary mechanisms for a rapid and comprehensive inspection of 
all Iranian nuclear sites,” the foreign ministry wrote in a tweet on Monday. Prince 

Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, 
who is on an official visit 
to Vienna, also discussed 
with IAEA’s Rafael 
Grossi “stopping Iranian 
policies and violations 

of international laws and norms that destabilize the 
security and stability of the region and the world,” the 

ministry added.

u Israel’s Defence Ministry and defence contractor Elbit 
Systems Ltd are developing an airborne laser weapon to shoot down 
drones and 
other flying 
targets, officials 
said on Monday, 
predicting 
a prototype 
would be ready by 2025. They said the as-yet unnamed laser weapon could be 
incorporated in Israel’s multi-tier air defences, which include the Iron Dome 
system for downing short-range rockets and the David’s Sling and Arrow systems 
against ballistic missiles.

u China’s longest-
serving ambassador 
to Washington, Cui 
Tiankai, said yesterday he 
will be leaving his post after 
eight years, amid strained 
relations between the world’s 
two largest economies. Cui, known for his 
more congenial, diplomatic manner, is expected to be replaced by Qin Gang, a 
trusted aide of President Xi Jinping known for his sharp retorts to criticism of 
China. China’s foreign ministry declined to comment on Tuesday on who would 
succeed Cui, but sources with knowledge of the matter have told Reuters that Qin 
is expected to take over. Qin, 55, a foreign ministry vice minister, had served Xi 
as his chief protocol officer between 2014 to 2018. During two stints as foreign 
ministry spokesman from 2006-2010 and 2011-2014, Qin was known for striking 
an assertive posture, often making sharp comments in defence of China.
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Row erupts as Kuwait parliament 
approves budget in tense session

• Parliamentary 
guards entered the 
hall to restore order

• Opposition 
lawmakers occupied 
seats reserved 
for ministers

• Ministers stood at an 
entrance to the hall after 
MPs took their seats

Reuters | Kuwait

Kuwait’s parliament ap-
proved the 2021-22 state 

budget in a tense session that 
managed to temporarily break a 
deadlock with the government 
that has blocked reforms in the 
Gulf state.

But chaos broke out after the 
vote, supported by 32 out of 
63 lawmakers in attendance 
including 50 elected members 
and government ministers. Par-
liamentary guards entered the 
hall to restore order as opposi-
tion and pro-government MPS 
quarrelled.

The session had gone ahead 
despite opposition lawmakers 

once again occupying seats 
reserved for ministers, a tac-
tic they have used in recent 
weeks to try to highlight their 
demand to question the prime  
minister.

Speaker Marzouq al-Ghanim 
called for a special session to 
discuss the budget at a time 
when the OPEC nation is trying 
boost state finances and support 
an economy that shrank 9.9% in 
2020 due to low oil prices and 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The budget, proposed by the 
government in January, had 
projected 23.05 billion dinars 
($76.65 billion) in expenditure 
for the fiscal year that started 

on April 1, and a deficit of 12.1 
billion dinars. 

“We have the right to request 
a special session because all 
regular sessions have been dis-
rupted,” Ghanim said.

Ministers stood at an en-
trance to the hall after MPs took 
their seats and some lawmakers 
had rapped on tables to try to 
disrupt the discussions.

Lawmakers want to question 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
al-Khalid al-Sabah over the 
constitutionality of a motion 
passed in March delaying any 
questioning of the premier un-
til the end of 2022 along with 
other issues such as corruption.

Picture courtesy of newspaper24

Free COVID-19 vaccines 
for  tourists in Abu Dhabi

Reuters | Dubai

Abu Dhabi, the capital of the 
United Arab Emirates, is of-

fering tourists free COVID-19 vac-
cinations that were previously 
restricted to UAE citizens and res-
idency visa holders.

There is no indication that the 
change applies to Dubai, the most 
populous emirate, or the other five 
emirates that make up the UAE.

Visitors with visas issued by Abu 
Dhabi and passport holders eli-
gible for tourist visas when they 
arrive in the UAE through Abu 
Dhabi can book free vaccines, ac-
cording to information provided 
by the Abu Dhabi Health Services 
Company (SEHA), which operates 
the emirate’s public health infra-
structure.

Holders of expired residency or 
entry visas are also eligible for free 
vaccinations, Abu Dhabi Media 
Office said on June 11.

Job losses and travel restrictions 
during the pandemic mean some 
people’s residency visas have ex-
pired or have been cancelled when 

they were made redundant.
UAE Health authorities said this 

month nearly 85% of the eligible 
population had received at least 
one vaccine dose, but did not say 
how many had had two doses.

Infections have risen in the UAE 
in the past month, and Abu Dha-
bi still has restrictions on entry, 
including home quarantine and 
PCR testing at intervals after ar-
rival. People driving from other 
emirates are tested to show they 
are not infected.

Travellers from 27 countries 
including China, Germany and the 
United States can enter without 
quarantine on arrival.

SEHA offers COVID-19 vaccines 
by China’s state-owned drugmak-
er Sinopharm and by Pfizer/BioN-
Tech in Abu Dhabi.

Dubai Media Office did not im-
mediately respond to a request 
for comment on whether eligibil-
ity criteria was to change. Dubai 
Health Authority information says 
vaccines are given only to citizens 
and holders of valid Dubai resi-
dency visas.

A man receives a dose of a vaccine against the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) at St. 
Paul’s Church in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

N.Korea warns US 
misinterpreting 
signals risks 
disappointment

Reuters | Seoul

A top North Korean official 
warned the United States 

yesterday not to misinterpret 
comments by her leader, say-
ing doing so would end in dis-
appointment, as a US envoy 
aiming to get talks with the 
North back on track met South 
Korea’s president.

Kim Yo Jong, a senior official 
in North Korea’s ruling party 
and sister of leader Kim Jong 
Un, released a statement in 
state media saying the United 
States appeared to be inter-
preting signals from North Ko-
rea in the “wrong way”.

She was responding to US 
National Security adviser Jake 
Sullivan, who on Sunday said 
he saw as an “interesting sig-
nal” in a recent speech by Kim 
Jong Un on preparing for both 
confrontation and diplomacy 
with the United States. 

“It seems that the US may 
interpret the situation in such 
a way as to seek a comfort for 
itself,” she said in the state-
ment, carried by the North’s 
KCNA state news agency.

“The expectation, which 
they chose to harbour the 
wrong way, would plunge 
them into a greater disappoint-
ment.”

North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons programme has been a 

seemingly intractable problem 
for the United States for years.

President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration has conducted a 
review of North Korea poli-
cy that concluded the United 
States would seek to find “cal-
ibrated and practical” ways 
of inducing it to give up its 
nuclear weapons.

Kim’s warning to the United 
States came as the recently ap-
pointed US special represent-
ative for North Korea, Sung 
Kim, was visiting South Korea 
to meet senior officials, includ-
ing President Moon Jae-in.

Moon told the US envoy 
he would do his best to get 
inter-Korean and US-North 
Korea relations back on track 
during the remainder of his 
term in office and expressed 
hopes for progress toward 
denuclearisation and peace 
on the Korean peninsula, pres-
idential spokeswoman Park 
Kyung-mee said.

Sung Kim reaffirmed Bid-
en’s support for meaningful 
inter-Korean dialogue and en-
gagement and said he would 
“do his best for resumption of 
US-North Korea talks”, Park 
said.

On Monday, Sung Kim said 
he was willing to meet the 
North Koreans “anywhere, an-
ytime without preconditions” 
and that he looks forward to a 
“positive response soon”.

Noh Kyu-duk (R), South Korea’s Special Representative for Korean 
Peninsula Peace and Security Affairs, talks with Sung Kim (L), US Special 
Representative for North Korea, during their bilateral meeting at a hotel in 
Seoul , South Korea

Spiders leave 
Australian region 
covered in webs

AFP News

An arachnid invasion left 
swathes of Australia’s 

Gippsland region covered in 
webs as the spiders sought 
higher ground to escape flood-
ing.

A sea of silk engulfed an area 
in Australia’s southeast hit by 
flooding earlier in June, caused 
by sheet web spiders that nor-
mally live on the ground look-
ing for shelter according to 
ecologist Dieter Hochuli.

“When we get these types of 
very heavy rains and flooding, 
these animals who spend their 
lives cryptically on the ground 
can’t live there anymore, and 
do exactly what we try to do 
-- they move to the higher 
ground,” Hochuli, from the 
University of Sydney, told local 
broadcaster Channel 7.

Spiders are known to release 
webs to create makeshift par-
achutes and ride the wind to 
change location, a phenome-
non known as ballooning.

At least two people died 
when the storms hit Victoria 
earlier this month, with au-
thorities finding both bodies in 
separate partially submerged 
vehicles.

Thousands of people in the 
hardest-hit areas were also left 
without power for weeks, with 
some homes yet to be recon-
nected to electricity.

Australians living in regional 
and rural areas have struck by 
a series of disasters in recent 
years.

A prolonged drought was 
followed by months of devas-
tating bushfires in late 2019 
to early 2020 before welcome 
rains brought damaging floods 
in several regions.

Some spiders release webs to create a makeshift parachute

Australia to challenge UNESCO 
downgrade of Great Barrier Reef

AFP News

Australia said yeseterday 
it will strongly oppose a 

UNESCO plan to list the Great 
Barrier Reef as “in danger” 
over deterioration caused by 
climate change.

The UN body released a 
draft report on Monday rec-
ommending the reef ’s World 
Heritage status be downgrad-
ed because of its dramatic cor-
al decline, after years of public 
threats to do so.

Environmental campaigners 
said the decision highlight-
ed Australia’s lack of action 
to curb the carbon emissions 
which contribute to global 
warming.

Environment Minister Sus-
san Ley said Australia would 
challenge the move, accusing 
UN officials of backflipping on 
their assurances ahead of the 
World Heritage Committee’s 
44th session in China next 
month, where the recommen-
dation will be formally con-
sidered.

“Politics have subverted a 
proper process and for the 
World Heritage Committee 
to not even foreshadow this 
listing is, I think, appalling,” 
she told reporters in Canberra.

The UN body did not con-
sider the billions of dollars 
spent attempting to protect 
the world’s largest coral reef, 
she added.

The Great Barrier Reef was worth an estimated $4 billion a year in tourism 
revenue for the Australian economy before the coronavirus pandemic

Elephant in the room
Thai family gets repeat mammoth visitor
AFP | Bangkok 

Some families living in a jungle 
may be fearful of things going 

bump at night, but for one house-
hold in Thailand, the sight of an el-
ephant rummaging through their 
kitchen was not a total shock.

“It came to cook again,” wrote 
Kittichai Boodchan sarcastically 
in a caption to a Facebook video 
he shot over the weekend of an 
elephant nosing its way into his 
kitchen.

Likely driven by the midnight 
munchies, the massive animal 
pokes its head into Kittichai’s 
kitchen in the early hours of Sun-
day, using its trunk to find food.

At one point, it picks up a plastic 
bag of liquid, considers it briefly, 
and then sticks it in its mouth -- 
before the video cuts out.

Kittichai and his wife live near a 
national park in western Thailand, 
by a lake where wild elephants 
often bathe while roaming in the 
jungle.

He was unperturbed by the 
mammoth mammal, recognising 
it as a frequent visitor as it often 
wanders into homes in his village 
where it eats, leaves and shoots off 
back into the jungle.

The elephant had actually de-
stroyed their kitchen wall in May, 
he said, creating an open-air kitch-

en concept reminiscent of a drive-
through window.

This weekend, its sole task was 
to find food.

Kittichai said a general rule of 
thumb in dealing with unwelcome 
visitors crashing is not to feed 
them.

“When it doesn’t get food, it just 
leaves on its own,” he said.

“I am already used to it coming, 
so I was not so worried.”

Wild elephants are a common 
sight in Thailand’s national parks 
and its surrounding areas, with 
farmers sometimes reporting inci-
dents of their fruits and corn crops 
being eaten by a hungry herd.

The elephant poked its head into a Thai 
kitchen

Covid-19 death after 
liver disease may reveal 
difference in care: study
AFP | Paris 

A survey of people hos-
pitalised for Covid-19 
found those with chron-

ic liver disease and a history of 
alcohol abuse were 80 percent 
more likely to die from the vi-
rus and less likely to receive 
life-saving intubation.

In research to be presented 
this week at the Internation-
al Liver Congress, researchers 
based in France analysed the 
national database of 259,000 
Covid patients admitted to hos-
pitals in 2020.

Some 16,300 of those had 
been previously diagnosed with 
chronic liver disease.

The average rate of death 
among all patients hospitalised 
with the virus was 15 percent. 
Among those with chronic liv-
er disease, however, the rate 
jumped to nearly a quarter.

But while previous studies 
had looked at liver failure as a 
factor in the severity of Covid, 
this study found that mortal-
ity could be linked to which 
patients were placed on ven-
tilation.

According to the study, pa-
tients who suffered alcoholism, 
advanced cirrhosis or liver can-
cer and showed higher Covid-19 
morbidity and were less likely 
to have been intubated.

Patients with milder liver 
problems -- from chronic liver 
disease unrelated to alcohol 
abuse, organ transplants and 

viral hepatitis for example -- 
were not at heightened risk for 
Covid-19 mortality but received 
ventilation at a greater rate.

“Our results suggest that a 
limitation of the therapeutic 
effort may have contributed to 
the excess mortality of patients 
with a liver-related complica-
tion and of patients with alco-
hol use disorders,” the study 
said.

Thomas Berg, incoming pres-
ident of the European Associa-
tion for the Study of the Liver 
(EASL), told AFP the findings 
reflected a trend in care for liv-
er patients that pre-dates the 
pandemic.

‘Important study’
A 2013 US survey of 300 peo-

ple with mild and advanced 
liver diseases found the major-
ity of respondents perceived a 

stigma against their diagnosis.
“Most patients are willing to 

talk about if they have a cardiac 
disease or cancer,” Berg said, 
“but when it comes to liver dis-
ease there is always the percep-
tion it is self-inflicted, related to 
drugs or alcohol.”

The national survey is the 
largest that has looked at the 
question of how likely chron-
ic liver disease patients are to 
survive a coronavirus infection.

France’s universal access 
to hospital care means a wide 
range of Covid patients were 
represented, and analysts could 
look back at 10 years of records 
from the national discharge 
database to determine comor-
bidities.

“It’s an important study be-
cause the data is coming from a 
natural registry and the data is 
quite robust,” said Berg.

Previous research has shown that people with chronic liver disease are less 
likely to be intubated in intensive care Suu Kyi back in junta court

AFP | Naypyidaw, Myanmar

Deposed Myanmar lead-
er Aung San Suu Kyi ap-

peared in a junta court again 
Tuesday on trial for sedition 
and for flouting Covid restric-
tions during an election her 
ousted party won in a land-
slide.

A mass uprising in Myan-
mar against a February mili-
tary putsch has been met with 
a brutal crackdown that has 
killed more than 870 civilians, 
according to a local monitoring 
group.

Under house arrest and in-
visible bar a handful of court 
appearances, Suu Kyi has 
been hit with an eclectic raft 
of charges, including accept-
ing illegal payments of gold 
and violating a colonial-era 
secrecy law.

On Tuesday,  the court 
heard testimony she violated 
Covid-19 restrictions during 
elections last year that her Na-
tional League for Democracy 
(NLD) party won in a landslide, 
her lawyer The Maung Maung 
told reporters.

The special court in Naypy-
idaw also heard testimony on 
separate sedition charges.


