
COVID-19 restrictions extended
Bahrain is delaying full reopening of non-essential commercial sectors and activities until July 2

• Shopping malls, 
restaurants, cafes and 
other leisure venues 
will remain closed

• Essential services 
will continue operating 
while strictly following 
health protocols

TDT | Manama

For the second time this 
month, Bahrain has ex-
tended the existing COV-

ID-19 restrictions on non-es-
sential commercial sectors and 
activities until July 2.

The Health Ministry yester-
day announced the decision to 
again delay the reopening of 
non-essential businesses for 
another week, three days be-
fore the first extension of the 

lockdown-like curbs is due to be 
lifted on June 25.

Last month, the government 
announced a two-week closure 
of shopping malls, restaurants 
and cafes, among other non-es-
sential sectors, from midnight of 
May 27 until midnight of June 10 

following a sudden spike in the 
number of coronavirus cases.

It was extended for two more 
weeks and would have ended on 
Friday, but that has now been 
pushed back to July 2.

Following a presentation 
provided by the National Med-
ical Taskforce for Combatting 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19), 
headed by the Chairman of the 
Supreme Council of Health, 
Lieutenant-General Dr Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al 
Khalifa, it was decided to extend 
the precautionary measures for 
an additional week to maintain 

the significant decline in the 
daily infection numbers.

The almost month-long re-
strictions have proved effective 
as average number of new in-
fections reported each day in 
Bahrain falls by more than 2,200 
over the last three weeks after 
a record high of 3,274 cases on 
May 30.

The following stringent re-
strictions will remain in place:

Restaurants and cafes can 
only operate home deliveries 
and take-out services.

Beauty salons, spas and bar-
bershops will also remain closed 

and events and conferences sus-
pended.

Aside from shopping malls, 
other leisure venues such as 
cinemas, private gyms, recre-
ational halls, swimming pools 
and beaches will also be closed. 

All social gatherings at homes 
are barred during this period. 
Attendance to sporting events 
is also banned.

 Work-from-home policy will 
cover 70% of government em-
ployees, while remote learning 
will be continued at schools.

 Meanwhile, essential services 
will continue operating while 
strictly following precautionary 
measures such as wearing face 
mask and observing social dis-
tancing, among others.

Hypermarkets, super markets, 
grocery stores, cold stores, fish 
shops, bakeries, petrol stations, 
pharmacies, private hospitals, 
banks and ATMs will remain 
open.

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
His Highness Shaikh Moham-
med bin Mubarak Al Khalifa, 
yesterday chaired a meeting 
of the Government Executive 
Committee, in which the latest 
COVID-19 developments were 
discussed.
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Al Ahli book GCC 
semis seat
Bahrain champions 
defeat Al Nasser of 
Saudi Arabia 94-84 
to punch tickets to 
final four of FIBA Asia 
Champions Cup Gulf 
Basketball Association 
Qualifier in Dubai  
| P12

Bahrain congratulates HRH 
Grand Duke of Luxembourg

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa and His Royal 

Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
sent cables of congratulations 

to His Royal Highness Grand 
Duke Henri of Luxembourg, 
on his country’s National  
Day.

HM King Hamad and HRH 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister wished the Grand 
Duke good health and happi-
ness on this national occasion.

HM the King HRH Prince Salman

HM King receives 
Royal Guard’s 
Everest Team
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 

congratulated the Royal 
Guard Team members fol-
lowing their historic success 
in reaching the summit of 
Mount Everest in Nepal last 
month.

This came as His Maj-
esty received yesterday at 
Al Safriya Palace the team 
members.

They were accompanied 
by National Security Advi-
sor and Royal Guard Com-
mander Major-General His 
Highness Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa and Royal 
Guard Special Force Com-
mander Lieutenant-Colonel 
His Highness Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

HM the King bestowed 
the Bahrain Order on the 
Royal Guard team in rec-
ognition of their historic 
achievement, and directed 
to issue a special stamp that 
commemorates the national 
milestone.

HM the King praised their 
courage and strong deter-
mination in hoisting the 
Kingdom’s flag on the high-
est mountain summit in the 
world.

HM the King thanked 
the team on their world 
achievements, which add 
to other landmark national 
accomplishments across all 
fields.  

KNOW WHAT

Non-essential shops will remain closed to prevent the spread of the virus
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HM King keen to consolidate 
independence of judiciary
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa has 

expressed Bahrain’s pride in 
its rich history and landmark 
achievements in the field of 
judiciary.

HM the King expressed his 
constant keenness to consoli-
date the independence of the 
judiciary and support it with 
well-qualified experts, given 
the pivotal role played by the 
judicial branch in promoting 
the values of justice and equal-
ity, preserving freedoms and 
protecting the rights of all the 
citizens and residents.

This came as His Majesty re-
ceived at Al Safriya Palace yes-
terday two Court of Cassation 
judges, who took the official 
legal oath before HM marking 
the issuance of a Royal Order 
appointing them to their posts.

HM King Hamad congratu-
lated the two judges, wishing 
them every success in under-
taking the national responsi-
bilities assigned to them.

He expressed appreciation 
to the members of the judicial 
branch for their dedicated ef-
forts, noting that the continu-
ous development and organi-
sation of the Bahraini judiciary 
enable it to assume its duties to 
the fullest.

HM the King

New regulations await passengers arriving in Bahrain

Bahrain lays out new 
rules for air travellers
Updated entry procedures via Bahrain International Airport 
to take effect on June 25
TDT | Manama

The Civil Aviation Affairs 
has announced that an 
update of the entry pro-

cedures via Bahrain Interna-
tional Airport will take effect 
on June 25.

The move is in line with the 
directives of the Executive 
Committee and the recommen-
dation of the National Task-
force for Combating Coronavi-
rus (COVID-19).

According to the new regula-
tions, all passengers, vaccinated 
or unvaccinated, arriving in the 
Kingdom, aged six or above, 
have to present an approved 
(PCR) test certificate with a QR 
code before boarding the plane.

The test has to be undergone 
48 hours before departure for 
passengers authorised to enter 
the kingdom and who are com-
ing from countries on the red 
list, namely India, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Vietnam.

Passengers coming from 
countries that are not on 
the red list have to undergo 
the PCR test 72 hours before  
departure.

According to the new update, 
all passengers from all coun-
tries must undergo the PCR test 
again upon arrival in Bahrain 
and on the 10th day after ar-
rival.

The cost of the tests can be 
paid through BeAware Bahrain 
application in addition to the 
platforms at the airport which 
permit to pay in cash or elec-
tronically by credit cards.

It has also been decided to 
limit the issuance of visit visas 
upon arrival at Bahrain Interna-
tional Airport to those coming 
from the countries that are al-
lowed to obtain them according 
to the procedures for visit visas 
to the Kingdom.

The Civil Aviation Affairs 
noted that the precautionary 
quarantine will continue to be 
applied for 10 days for all travel-
lers coming from the countries 
listed on the red list and all un-
vaccinated travellers aged six 
years and above.

The precautionary quaran-
tine can take place in the pas-
sengers’ homes or places des-
ignated for isolation that are 
licensed by the National Health 
Regulatory Authority (NHRA).

The entry of travellers com-
ing from the countries listed 
on the red list will continue 
to be suspended on all flights, 
including those coming from 
those countries who will enter 

the kingdom temporarily, with 
the exception of citizens and 
holders of valid residence visas 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The exception also includes 
travellers coming from coun-
tries that are not listed on the 
red list. 

1. Among the requirements of 
the precautionary quarantine 
and PCR test before boarding 
the plane: Vaccinated passen-
gers having certificates ap-
proved by the countries whose 
vaccination certificates have 
been approved according to 
the decision of the Minister of 
Health, or mutual agreements 
signed to recognize vaccination 
certificates.

2. Among the precautionary 
quarantine requirements: Vac-
cinated passengers who hold 
vaccination certificates issued 
by the US, Britain, the European 
Union, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Korea, Japan 
and Singapore.

HM King Hamad 
praises Gulf Air 
achievements
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 

praised Gulf Air’s impor-
tant achievements since 
its establishment, earning 
it a prestigious reputation 
among regional and inter-
national airlines.

This came as HM the King 
received at Al Sakhir Palace 
yesterday Industry, Com-
merce and Tourism Min-
ister Zayed bin Rashid Al 
Zayani.

HM the King was present-
ed a model aircraft marking 
the 70th anniversary of Gulf 
Air by the Minister, who 
is the Board of Directors 
Chairman of Gulf Air.

HM King Hamad ex-
pressed thanks and appre-
ciation to the minister for 
the gift, commending the 
efforts exerted by the chair-
man and members of Gulf 
Air’s Board of Directors to 
improve the company’s per-
formance and services.

HM the King affirmed 
the kingdom’s unwaver-
ing support for Gulf Air, 
being the national carrier 
of Bahrain that contribut-
ed, throughout its 70-year 
history, to enhancing air 
transportation in the region, 
and consolidating the Arab 
hospitality values of which 
Bahrain is famous. 

HM King Hamad com-
mended the efforts of Bah-
raini competencies working 
in Gulf Air’s various sectors, 
praising their landmark 
achievements since the es-
tablishment of the national 
carrier.

E x p a t s  b a n n e d  f r o m  s e l l i n g 

o u t d o o r s  i n  C a p i t a l  G o v e r n o r a t e

S h u r a  C h a i r m a n  r e c e i v e s  P a r l i a m e n t  M i n i s t e r

Expats who sell outdoors in the Capital Governorate will now face legal 
consequences after the Capital Municipal Council yesterday issued new 
regulations limiting this practice to jobless Bahraini nationals. According to 
the Council’s Instagram post, Bahraini nationals who wish to be peddlers 
have to obtain a permit. They should neither be employees in the public nor 
the private sectors or own a commercial registration to become eligible. The 
applicant must also provide three recent photographs as well as ID card.

Shura Council Chairman Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh received Parliament Affairs Minister Ghanem bin Fadhel Al Buainain to 
discuss topics related to legislative affairs. Al Saleh affirmed that the legislative branch’s achievements during the 
past sessions, and the legislation and laws it submitted to activate the specific constitutional tools, are considered 
a distinct product of sincere national work by members of the legislative branch, and constructive cooperation and 
continuous coordination with the executive branch. Al Buainain praised Shura chairman and all members, for their 
national interest and responsibility in enacting legislation and amending laws, stressing the continuous endeavor by the 
esteemed government to open up more prospects for cooperation and joint action.

Qatar must heed ‘Gulf unity’ in foreign policy
TDT | Manama

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
hopes that Qatar will take 

into account in its foreign poli-
cy the unity of the Gulf, and the 
bonds of kinship, common his-
tory and mutual interests, and 
that the two brotherly peoples 
and countries share a common 
destiny.

Foreign Minister Dr Abdul-
latif bin Rashid Al Zayani said 
that Bahrain sent two official 
invitations to the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of For-

eign Affairs of Qatar, Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
Al Thani, to send a Qatari del-
egation and hold bilateral talks 
between the two countries in 
the Kingdom.

It aims to settle the is-
sues between the two sides, 
in implementation of what 
was stipulated in the Al-Ula 
summit statement, and to 
move forward in strengthen-
ing the process of joint Gulf  
cooperation.

Dr Al Zayani added that 
the unity among the member 

states of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) is demand for 
all its people, which was stip-
ulated in the Al-Ula summit 
statement, which emphasised 
commitment of states to their 
solidarity in not violating the 
sovereignty of any other mem-
ber state, threatening their se-
curity, or targeting the national 
cohesion of their peoples and 
their social fabric in any way, 
and by standing fully in the face 
of what prejudices the national 
and regional security of any of 
them.
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Adopt technologies to 
develop e-government

ICT committee meeting discusses Bahrain initiatives to boost digital economy
TDT | Manama

There is a need to keep 
pace with international 
developments and adopt 

the latest practices and tech-
nologies in the field of e-gov-
ernment.

In this context, Deputy Prime 
Minister His Highness Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Mubarak Al 
Khalifa called for exerting all 
efforts to raise the readiness of 
various government agencies in 
accordance with the plans and 
schedules.

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
who is also chairman of the Su-
preme Committee for Informa-
tion and Communication Tech-
nology (ICT), yesterday chaired 
the Committee’s 18th meeting, 
held remotely.

Also participating in the dis-
cussion were Deputy Premier, 
HH Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa, and Deputy Premier, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla Al 
Khalifa, and members of the 
Committee.

The panel reviewed the ef-
forts of the committees and gov-
ernment entities to highlight 
the kingdom’s e-government 
practices, within the UN e-Gov-
ernment Report.

The committees and govern-
ment entities focused on the 
main initiatives being imple-
mented by the kingdom, includ-
ing the development of the Na-
tional Strategy for Digital Econ-
omy, which is based on using 
information technology through 
modern means of communica-
tion and high-speed internet.

Indeed, these are the core of 
digital economy, as many gov-
ernment department and banks 
are conducting their financial 

operations through the auto-
mated system or the so-called 
financial technology (FinTech), 
which saves a lot of time and 
effort.

The Supreme ICT Committee 
was also informed that the Na-
tional Portal, the national Open 
Data Platform and the websites 
of government entities are being 
updated regularly, and that a 
special website that highlights 

Bahrain’s efforts to achieve sus-
tainable development goals is 
being developed.

The committee also reviewed 
the government’s plans to en-
hance and improve perfor-
mance in the indices of the UN 
report, including promoting 
innovation in the public sector, 
digital literacy, digital transfor-
mation, e-participation, and 
the use of modern technologies 
such as artificial intelligence, 
cloud computing, smart cities 
and fighting corruption.

The panel also reviewed a 
report prepared by the Infor-
mation and Communications 
Technology Governance Com-
mittee (ICTGC) on the proposed 
standards and guidelines for 
developing government systems 
and applications prepared.

The report aims to reduce sys-
tems’ development and opera-
tional costs through increasing 
coordination among govern-
ment systems, enhancing their 
linkage, and reducing associated 
risks.

As to the standards and guide-
lines, they include all stages of 
systems and applications de-
velopment projects, in terms of 
governance and management.

The committee approved the 
standards and guidelines docu-
ment and recommended circu-
lating them to all government 
agencies and adopting them 
within the review procedures 
of the ICTGC.

The Supreme ICT Commit-
tee also reviewed the indicative 
guide for drafting information 
technology contracts.

The guide aims to preserve 
the rights of government agen-
cies in the technical and techni-
cal aspects, raise the efficiency 
and quality of the services pro-
vided, reduce the cost of the ser-
vices provided and reduce risks.

The guide includes instruc-
tions and items, including doc-
umenting the scope of work, 
payments, determining service 
levels, ensuring software own-
ership, mechanisms for trans-
ferring skills and knowledge 
to the government entity, and 
ensuring data confidentiality.

The panel also approved the 
upgraded version of the “Interac-
tive Conferencing System”, which 
began operating in 2013 and was 
used by more than 12,000 users 
in more than 5,200 meetings and 
included more than 93,000 num-
bered documents. 

HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak chairs the online committee meeting

Initiatives based on using 
information technology are 

the core of digital economy, as 
many government department 
and banks are conducting their 

financial operations through 
the automated system or the 
so-called financial technology 
(FinTech), which saves a lot of 

time and effort.

The Moroccan Speaker 
vowed to support the 

Kingdom in everything that 
serves its national unity and 

sovereignty.

KNOW WHAT

KNOW WHAT

Industry Minister 
pays inspection visit 
to new BIECC project

TDT | Manama

Industry, Commerce and 
Tourism Minister Zayed 

bin Rashid Al Zayani paid an 
inspection visit to the new 
Bahrain International Exhi-
bition and Convention Centre 
(BIECC) project in Sakhir.

Also Board Chairman of 
Bahrain Tourism and Exhi-
bition Authority (BTEA), Al 
Zayani was accompanied by 
BTEA Chief Executive Dr Nas-
ser Qaedi and Cebarco Board 
Chairman Khalid Abdulrahim.

The Minister got updated 
on progress in implementing 
the project which is one of the 
biggest ventures carried out 

by BTEA.
The new BIECC project, 

which is implemented in Sakh-
ir, covers an area of 309,000 
square metres and will include 
10 state-of-the-art exhibition 
halls with a total area of 95,000 
square metres to host interna-
tional events and exhibitions.

The project also comprises 
the main state-of-the-art confer-
ence centre with an area of 4,500 
square metres and a capacity of 
approximately 4,000 people.

The new BIECC premises, 
which is hoped to be delivered 
by the end of the second quar-
ter of 2022, will also feature a 
number of meeting rooms and 
multi-use halls.

Minister Al Zayani is being briefed on the progress of the project while on tour

Ways to boost Bahrain and Morocco 
parliamentary diplomacy discussed

• Speaker Zainal holds 
call with Moroccan 
counterpart

• They discussed ways 
of cooperation and 
activation of joint action

TDT | Manama

Speaker Fawzia bint Abdul-
lah Zainal yesterday held 

a phone call with Moroccan 
House of Representatives’ 
Speaker Habib Al Malki.

They discussed ways of coop-
eration and activation of joint 
action, within the efforts of 
Bahraini-Moroccan parliamen-
tary diplomacy, and building 
advanced relations between the 
two kingdoms, in light of the 
keenness and interest of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and His Majesty King 
Mohammed VI of Morocco.

Zainal praised the progress-
ing relations, stressing the 
importance of reflecting this 
on the level of parliamentary 

approach, in order to enhance 
communication and establish 

a stronger base of cooperation 
in legislative fields.

She praised Morocco’s firm 
and supportive stances for Bah-
rain and taking all the steps and 
measures it takes to maintain its 
security, stability, and solidarity in 
all circumstances, which reflects 
the close relations based on the 
principle of a common destiny.

The Moroccan Speaker af-
firmed the deep relations be-
tween Bahrain and Morocco 
and highlighted his country’s 
firm position of supporting the 
Kingdom in everything that 
serves its national unity and 
sovereignty.

Bahrain signs deal under “Belt and Road” Initiative
TDT | Manama

Bahrain and China have 
signed a memorandum 

of understanding within the 
framework of the “Belt and 
Road” Initiative.

The Chief of Arab Affairs at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ahmed Mohammed Al Tarifi, 
praised the initiative due to its 
positive impact on Arab-Chi-
nese relations.

He noted that the Bah-
raini-Chinese relations wit-

nessed a remarkable develop-
ment in all political, economic, 
cultural and other fields.

Al Tarifi took part in the 17th 
Senior Officials’ Meeting of the 

China-Arab States Coopera-
tion Forum (CASCF) and the 6th 
Senior Official Level Strategic 
Political Dialogue, which was 
held virtually yesterday.

During the meeting, Al Tarifi 
delivered a speech in which he 
stressed the keenness of Bah-
rain to support the Arab-Chi-
nese Cooperation Forum.

He noted that the Kingdom 
will continue its endeavours 
to develop and enhance the 
forum’s role in developing Ar-
ab-Chinese relations.

Al Tarifi takes part in the online 
forum

Speaker Zainal Speaker Al Malki

Advisor to HM the King His Highness Shaikh Khalid bin Mohammed bin Salman Al Khalifa received HRH Crown Prince’s 
Court Chief Shaikh Salman bin Ahmed bin Salman Al Khalifa, on the issuance of the royal order appointing him to his 
position. The Adviser wished Shaikh Salman success in carrying out his mission. Shaikh Salman expressed his great pride 
in the royal trust he was given, thanking the Advisor for his congratulations and wishes for success.

H M  K i n g ’ s  A d v i s o r  r e c e i v e s  H R H  C r o w n  P r i n c e ’ s  C o u r t ’ s  C h i e f
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Private sector key to food self-sufficiency
A ‘key partner’ in implementing His Majesty the King’s royal directives to ensure sustainable food security for all

• Al Amin speaks 
at Derasat forum

TDT | Manama

The private sector is a key 
partner in implement-
ing the directives of His 

Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa to achieving self-suf-
ficiency in the field of food se-
curity.

This was emphasised by Bah-
rain Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (BCCI) Food Wealth 
Committee Chairman Khalid Al 
Amin who praised the initiatives 
of the government headed by 
His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince Prime Minister. 

The initiatives include work-
ing to establish a government 
company that incubates food 
security projects, the develop-
ment of a marine aquaculture 
centre in Ras Hayyan, allocating 
26 sites for soilless farming and 
fish farming.

In his statement on the eve 
of the Fourth Annual “Derasat“ 
Center’s Forum: “Strategies to 
Attain Food Security”, Al Amin 
said: “All stakeholders working 

in the food industry and trade 
sector in Bahrain are sufficiently 
ready to contribute efficiently 
to achieving the government’s 
ambitious goal declared by Dep-
uty Prime Minister HE Shaikh 
Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khali-
fa during the forum, regarding 
moving Bahrain from the 49th 
rank in the year 2020 on the 
Global Food Security Index, to 
the 25th rank by 2030.”

Al Amin expressed the Bah-
raini private sector’s keenness 
to draw inspiration from all the 
directives of the government 
and to include them in its scope 

of work, to achieve sustainable 
food security in Bahrain, and 
support qualitative initiatives 
in the field of agriculture and 
fishing, as well as advance its 
contribution to the Kingdom’s 
non-oil GDP.

In this context, he pointed out 
that His Majesty’s directives on 
promoting food security during 
the pandemic were a national 
responsibility carried out by the 
stakeholders in the food trade 
sector and were implemented 
to the fullest, as food stocks in 
Bahrain became sufficient for no 
less than six months.

Al Amin praised what the 
Deputy Prime Minister has 
revealed during the forum re-
garding the approval of HRH the 
Crown Prince Prime Minister 
to establish a national com-
mittee for food security 
to follow up on the im-
plementation of food 
security strategies.

He expressed his 
confidence in the abil-
ity of this committee to 
implement the national 
vision related to food se-
curity.

“The forum received a 
high-level attendance especial-
ly by Representatives Council 
Speaker Fawzia bint Abdullah 
Zainal, Shura Council Chair-
man Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh and 
Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh 
Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, 
in addition to several ministers 
and officials,” said Al Amin.

“This confirms the serious-
ness of the Kingdom of Bahrain 
in achieving food security and 
heralds a new phase of coop-
eration between the various 
stakeholders to ensure the sus-
tainability of food security in 
Bahrain.”

Al Amin affirmed the need to 
build on the outcomes of this 

forum to integrate and develop 
all elements of food security, 
including agricultural and live-
stock production, fish farming, 
and national food supply.

This is in addition to devel-
oping national capacities in the 
field of food industries, boosting 
the national production rate, 
employing modern technolo-
gy, securing food sources, and 
benefiting from the expertise of 
brotherly countries to achieving 
the desired national goals.

“The level of food security in 
Bahrain is reassuring, and the 
Bahraini markets are linked to a 
reliable and active regional and 
global supply chain. There is a 
great abundance in various food 
items that are not affected by 
seasons or other events such as 
the holy month of Ramadan and 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
proves Bahrain’s readiness to 
provide food to the population 
sustainably and at all times and 
circumstances” said Al Amin.

“The level of food security in Bahrain is 
reassuring, and the Bahraini markets 

are linked to a reliable and active 
regional and global supply chain. 

There is a great abundance in 
various food items that are not 

affected by seasons or other 
events such as the holy month 
of Ramadan and the COVID-19 

pandemic, which proves Bahrain’s 
readiness to provide food to the 

population sustainably and at all times 
and circumstances.”    

– KHALID AL AMIN, BAHRAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (BCCI) FOOD WEALTH 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Former LMRA Chief Executive 
receives top Philippine award

• In appreciation 
of Al Absi’s role in 
protecting human 
rights and combating 
trafficking in persons

TDT | Manama

Osama bin Abdullah Al Absi, 
former CEO of the Labor 

Market Regulatory Authority 
(LMRA) and the National Com-
mittee to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons, has been honoured 
with the highest recognition of 
diplomatic merit by the Phil-
ippines.

President Rodrigo Duterte 
issued a decree conferring Al 
Absi with the Order of Sikatuna, 
the highest decoration granted 
to non-citizens of the Philip-
pines.

He became only the second 
Bahraini to receive the top ac-
colade after the late Prime Min-
ister His Royal Highness Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
was bestowed with the same 
award in 2001.

This high medal at the interna-
tional level comes in appreciation 
of the distinguished partnership 
between the Kingdom of Bahrain 
and the Philippines in protect-
ing human rights and combating 
trafficking in persons.

The Order of Sikatuna has 
four categories and Al Absi has 
received the second class, Silver 
Grand Cross, with the rank of 
Datu.

Al Absi implemented several 
initiatives in cooperation with 
the Filipino officials, espe-
cially coordinating in cases of 
cross-border human trafficking 
and the protection of victims, as 
well as attending internation-
al forums on migration issues, 

in particular the International 
Covenant on Migrants at the 
United Nations.

Al Absi received the medal 
from President Duterte’s Spe-
cial Envoy and Presidential 
Assistant on Foreign Affairs 
Robert Borje in a special cer-
emony held on Monday at the 
Riyadh Marriott Hotel in Saudi 
Arabia.

Al Absi was honoured by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, who granted him the 
Efficiency Medal, for his efforts 
in strengthening the Kingdom’s 

leading position in the region 
and the world, especially re-
lated to labour market reforms 
and combating trafficking in 
persons.

He was also honoured by the 
US State Department in 2018 
being among 10 international 
figures who made outstanding 
efforts in combating trafficking 
in persons. With this honour, Al 
Absi is considered the first offi-
cial Gulf figure to have such an 
international status in this field.

Al Absi, second from right, with, from left, Philippine Ambassador to Bahrain 
Alfonso Ver, Borje and Philippines Foreign Affairs Undersecretary for Migrant 
Workers’ Affairs Sarah Arriola

President Rodrigo 
Duterte issued a decree 
conferring Al Absi with 
the Order of Sikatuna, 
the highest decoration 
granted to non-citizens 

of the Philippines.

KNOW WHAT

Financial support for 12 sectors
TDT | Manama

Labour and Social Develop-
ment Minister Jameel bin 

Mohammed Ali Humaidan is-
sued an edict announcing COV-
ID-19 affected sectors which will 
benefit from the Government’s 
payment of insured Bahrainis’ 
salaries through the Insurance 
Against Unemployment Fund 
for a three-month period run-
ning from June to August 2021.

 The sectors affected by the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) are:

Travel and aviation
Hospitality and restaurants
Personal services (salons, 

gymns, games and entertain-
ment)

Industrial sector
Health sector
Transport
Rehabilitation and training
Retail sector (food products 

not included)
Administrative services ( 

public relations, media and 
events management

Real estate, engineering, tech-
nical and contracting bureaus

Local newspapers and mag-
azines

Any other affected sectors, 
except big companies, insur-

ance sector
 The Minister said that the 

Government’s support package 
would benefit 10, 880 compa-
nies and establishments oper-
ating in the private sector and 
58, 298 citizens, costing up to 
BD60 million-BD30 million for 
June and BD15 million each for 
July and August.

Humaidan also hailed the di-
rectives issued by His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
to extend a number of initiatives 
as part of  the financial and eco-
nomic stimulus package aimed 
to mitigate the COVID-19 fallout.

Ex-Minister jailed for issuing dud cheque
TDT | Manama

The High Appeals Court has 
confirmed the six-months’ 

imprisonment issued against a 
former minister who was held 
guilty of issuing a dud cheque 
with bad faith. 

The defendant is said to have 
issued a cheque worth BD18,300 
for a commercial company in 
return for offering a service.

However, when the own-
ers of the company wanted 
to encash the cheque, it was 
discovered that his account 
balance was nil. The company 
reportedly demanded him to 
pay the amount, but he kept 
stalling. 

“We thought he was trust-
worthy, therefore we accepted 
a cheque from him. We deliv-
ered the service to him, and to 

our surprised his account was 
empty. We requested him to pay 
the money and he kept ignoring 
us,” the owners of the company 
told prosecutors. 

The defendant was earlier 
sentenced to six months in ab-
sentia. He was arrested and ap-
pealed the sentence. He, how-
ever, lost his appeal and now 
will have to serve six months 
behind bars.

Food stocks in Bahrain are sufficient

The Order of Sikatuna medal

Justice Minister receives Capital Governor
Minister of Justice, 
Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments, Shaikh 
Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa, 
received yesterday 
Capital Governor, Shaikh 
Hesham bin Abdulrahman 
Al Khalifa. They discussed 
cooperation between the 
Ministry and the Capital 
Governorate to improve 
services for citizens. 
Shaikh Khalid bin Ali 
praised the efforts of 
the Capital Governorate 
to develop services and 
promote community 
partnership.
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Yesterday, we 
completely ran out 

of raw materials, and 
unfortunately we 

had to shut down the 
factory, sending home 

250 workers
PALESTINIAN HAMAM AL-YAZEJI, A DIREC-

TOR OF GAZA PEPSI FACTORY

Gaza Pepsi factory shuts down, owners blame Israeli restrictions
Reuters | Gaza

Gaza’s Pepsi bottling compa-
ny was forced to halt oper-

ations this week due to Israeli 
import restrictions that were 
tightened during an 11-day con-
flict between Israel and Pales-
tinian militants last month, the 
company’s owners say.

With a truce between Israel 
and Gaza’s Hamas largely hold-
ing, Israel on Monday allowed a 
limited resumption of exports 
from the enclave. 

But it has kept in place tight-
ened measures on raw material 
imports, including carbon diox-
ide gas and syrup that the bot-

tling company’s factory needs to 
produce Pepsi, 7UP and Mirinda 
soda, said Pepsi Gaza’s Hamam 
al-Yazeji.

“Yesterday, we completely ran 
out of raw materials, and unfor-
tunately we had to shut down 
the factory, sending home 250 
workers,” Yazeji said. Before the 
May fighting, he said, Pepsi Gaza 
was generally allowed to import 
needed materials.

Asked for comment, COGAT, a 
branch of Israel’s defence min-
istry, said: “Due to the security 
situation, the import of industri-
al raw materials from the State 
of Israel into the Gaza Strip is 

not possible.” COGAT said Israel 
was allowing other imports into 
Gaza, including fuel, food, med-
icine and medical equipment.

Israel and neighbouring Egypt 

keep tight control over Gaza’s 
borders, and say the restrictions 
are necessary to stop weapons 
reaching Hamas and prevent 
them from being produced lo-

cally.
Shutdowns could also occur 

in other Gaza factories if Israeli 
restrictions are kept up, analysts 
say. Manufacturing makes up 
around 10 percent of Gaza’s ser-
vice sector-dominated economy, 
according to UN data.

Pepsi Gaza’s factory has op-
erated continuously since 1961, 
when the Gaza-based Yazeji Soft 
Drinks Company acquired rights 
to produce 7UP and other types 
of soda in the enclave.

Worth about $15 million, the 
owners say, the factory’s prod-
ucts are distributed locally. A 
separate branch operates in 

the occupied West Bank, worth 
about $30 million, which serves 
the territory as well as East Je-
rusalem.

Company officials had made 
plans to celebrate 60 years of 
operations before the shutdown 
on Sunday.

Yazeji had tears in his eyes as 
he walked through his empty 
factory on Monday. The shut-
down was “catastrophic”, he 
said. “This year should have 
been exceptional, celebrating 
60 years since we began pro-
duction.

“We are deprived of marking 
this anniversary.”

Manama now more affordable for 
foreign workers: Mercer report

• On top of the list 
is the notoriously 
expensive Ashgabat 
of Turkmenistan, 
and closely following 
is Hong Kong

• Beirut is the costliest 
city in the Middle East

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s capital city Ma-
nama has become much 
more affordable for in-

ternational employees to live in 
despite the economic repercus-
sions caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, says the latest Mercer 
Cost of living City report. 

In 2020, Manama was 52nd 
compared to the cost of living 
of 206 cities around the globe. 

Come 2021, and things had 
changed a lot. 

The city is now ranked 71st 
on the same index, or 19 points 
below the previous ranking. 

“Cost of living has always been 
a factor for international mobil-
ity planning, but the pandemic 
has added a whole new layer of 
complexity, as well as long-term 
implications related to health 
and safety of employees, remote 
working and flexibility policies, 
among other considerations,” 
said Ilya Bonic, Career President 
and Head of Mercer Strategy. 
“As organisations rethink their 
talent and mobility strategies, 
accurate and transparent data 
is essential to compensate em-
ployees fairly for all types of 
assignments.”

On top of the list is the no-

toriously expensive Ashgabat 
of Turkmenistan, and closely 
following is Hong Kong at the 
number 2 spot. At the lowest 
end of the ranking is Bishkek of 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Riyadh expensive, Jeddah 
cheaper 

The list also covers several 
cities in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council nations. 

Riyadh, which lies 471 kilo-
metres away from Bahrain, is 
ranked more expensive than 
Manama by Mercer. 

Riyadh had climbed two spots 
from the previous rank of 31 to 
reach the 29th spot this year. 
While Jeddah, which is at a dis-
tance of 1,414.2 km from Mana-
ma, is cheaper to live in than 
Manama. Jeddah, on the Mer-
cer report, is now ranked 94th. 

However, in the prior year, the 
city was further affordable at 
104th rank. 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi
Mercer also has two UAE cit-

ies, Abu Dhabi and Dubai, on its 
cost of living index. 

Obviously, both the cities are 
expensive when compared to 
Manama. However, both of them 
had become much more afforda-
ble than a year ago. Mercer at-
tributes this to UAE’s continued 
economic diversification poli-
cies, pushing its GDP away from 
the oil industry. 

With this ongoing process, 
there has been negative price 
movement in both cities. Dubai 
is at 42nd rank, Abu Dhabi also 
making it above Manama at 56th 
rank. 

Kuwait city

The ranking has only one city 
from Kuwait on it, which is Ku-
wait City, the capital. And it is 
rated less expensive to live than 
Manama at the 115th slot. The 
prior year, Kuwait City held the 
113th rank. 

Other cities on the Mercer 
Cost of living City are Muscut of 
Oman at 108th rank (previously 
96), Doha of Qatar at 130 (109). 

Beirut costliest city in the 
Middle East?

Mercer says Beirut is the cost-
liest city in the Middle East for 
international employees, jump-
ing 42 positions to third in the 
ranking. 

N’Djamena (13), Lagos (19) 
and Libreville (20) are the first, 
second and third costliest cities 

in Africa for international em-
ployees. 

Lusaka ranked 208 as the least 
expensive city in Africa.

Ashgabat is super expensive!
The ranking found Ashgabat 

the most expensive city for in-
ternational employees, pushing 
Hong Kong to second place.

Beirut ranked third, climb-
ing 42 positions up, owing to a 
severe and extensive economic 
depression, COVID-19 and the 
Port of Beirut explosion in 2020. 
Tokyo and Zurich each dropped 
one spot from third and fourth 
respectively to fourth and fifth 
positions, and Shanghai ranked 
sixth, up a place from last year. 
Singapore moved from fifth 
place to seventh.

Other cities appearing in the 
top 10 cities for international 
employees are Geneva (8), Bei-
jing (9), and Bern (10). The least 
expensive cities for internation-
al employees are Tbilisi (207), 
Lusaka (208), and Bishkek. 

US cities drop
US cities fell in this year’s 

ranking mostly because of cur-
rency fluctuations, and despite 
rising inflation, according to 
Mercer.

New York dropped eight spots 
but was the most expensive in 
the country at number 14.

Two other Chinese cities are 
among the most expensive in the 
world for expatriates: Shanghai 
climbed one spot to number six 
while Beijing rose to ninth.

From India, Mumbai is at 78th 
rank (down 18 points from 60 a 
year ago), New Delhi at 117 (101), 
Chennai at 158 (143), Bengaluru 
at 170 (171) and Kolkata at 181st 
rank (earlier 185). 

Alba wins 
RoSPA 
Gold 
Medal 
award

• The accolade 
marks Alba’s 
outstanding 
safety and health 
performance from 
01 January 2020 to 
31 December 2020

TDT | Manama 

Aluminium Bahrain, the 
world’s largest alumin-

ium smelter ex-China and a 
leader in Employee’s Safety, 
is the winner of the 2021 
Gold Medal Award from 
the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents 
(RoSPA) for the eighth con-
secutive year.

The accolade marks Al-
ba’s outstanding safety and 
health performance from 01 
January 2020 to 31 Decem-
ber 2020.

C o m m e n t i n g,  A l b a ’s 
Chief Executive Officer Ali 
Al Baqali said: “Winning 
this award for 8-years in a 
row is a true reflection of 
our continuous journey in 
our pursuit of Safety Excel-
lence. This year, the RoSPA 
Award is all the more re-
markable as it commended 
the intensive efforts by our 
employees and contractors’ 
personnel for maintaining 
safety a priority despite 
the Pandemic challenges. 
I thank everyone for never 
giving safety a day-off.” 

RoSPA is a UK-based or-
ganisation that has been 
recognising Health and 
Safety success for compa-
nies around the world for 
more than 50 years. Alba 
will be awarded at the 2021 
RoSPA Health and Safe-
ty Award ceremony held 
virtually on 09 September  
2021.

Alba’s CEO, Ali Al Baqali

TAMCON elects Al Hammadi as board chairman 
TDT | Manama 

Tamcon, a leading Bah-
rain-based grade AA civil 

and building construction com-
pany, announced naming Mo-
hammed Al Hammadi as the 
Chairman of its Board of Di-
rectors.

Al Hammadi joins Tamcon 
with a diversified and distin-
guished background and track 
record of success.  

Al Hammadi has over 35 years 
of experience across several fi-
nancial institutions, national 

organizations and fast-growing 
companies in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.  He currently serves 
as a Board member on Invest-
ment Dar Bank BSC(c) as well 
as a senior advisor to Sinoma 

CDI-Engineering.
“By aligning hard work, dili-

gence, and perseverance, with 
systematically set goals and 
coordinated effort across the 

Group, we will see our collective 
work resulting in the highest of 
achievements; bringing Tam-
con onto greater platforms of 
success,” said Commenting, Al 
Hammadi.  

CEO of Tamcon, Abdulla Al 
Alabbasi, said, “On behalf of the 
executive team, we look for-
ward to working closely with 
our newly elected Board of Di-
rectors to usher in a new era for 
Tamcon.” 

Tamcon is a subsidiary of 
Al Khaleej Development Co. 
(Tameer) Group.

Mohammed Al HammadiAbdulla Al Alabbasi

OPEC+ discusses 
further cuts
Dubai

OPEC+ is discussing a fur-
ther easing of oil output 

cuts from August as oil pric-
es rise on demand recovery, 
but no decision had been 
taken yet on the exact vol-
ume to bring back to the 
market, two OPEC+ sources 
said yesterday.

The Organisation is re-
turning 2.1 million barrels 
per day (bpd) to the market 
from May through July as 
part of a plan. 



IF YOU SET YOUR GOALS 
RIDICULOUSLY HIGH AND IT’S A 
FAILURE, YOU WILL FAIL ABOVE 
EVERYONE ELSE’S SUCCESS
JAMES CAMERON
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World’s oldest parliament, 
the Icelandic Parliament, the 
Alþingi (anglicised as Althing 
or Althingi), established

Christopher Latham Sholes patents the 
Sholes and Glidden typewriter, the first 

commercially successful of its kind

1st extraterrestrial message sent from 
Earth into space

Brexit referendum: 
United Kingdom 

votes to leave the 
European Union
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The Child Tax Credit 
means help directly 

in the bank accounts of 
the families who need it. 
Nearly all working fam-
ilies will automatically 
get monthly payments 
starting July 15th – no 
action needed. Head to 
http://childtaxcredit.gov 
for more information.

@JoeBiden

All over the world en-
vironmental defend-

ers are being threatened, 
arrested and even killed. 
We who are privileged 
must raise our voices to 
speak up against these 
human rights violations. 
This is outrageous.

@GretaThunberg

More than 19,300 chil-
dren affected by 

war last year were victims 
of grave violations such 
as killing, maiming or 
rape. Girls and boys have 
a right to life and health, 
free from violence and 
despair. We must protect 
them at all costs.

@antonioguterres

Today’s record-break-
i n g  v a c c i n a t i o n 

numbers are gladden-
ing. The vaccine remains 
our strongest weapon to 
fight COVID-19. Congrat-
ulations to those who got 
vaccinated and kudos to 
all the front-line warri-
ors working hard to en-
sure so many citizens got 
the vaccine.  Well done 
India!

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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179,678,535

3,891,089

164,369,239

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+137,834

+2,382

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 277,797 15,898 206,053 55,846

Saudi 
Arabia

475,403 7,691 457,128 10,584

UAE 613,993 1,763 592,984 19,246

Kuwait 340,967 1,877 321,293 17,797

Oman 252,609 +2,037 2,782 +41 221,250 28,577

Qatar 221,119 +189 584 +1 218,584 1,951

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,420,001 617,483

2 India 30,002,691 389,661

3 Brazil 17,969,806 502,817

4 France 5,757,798 110,778

5 Turkey 5,375,593 49,236

6 Russia 5,350,919 130,347

7 UK 4,651,988 128,008

8 Argentina 4,277,395 89,490

9 Italy 4,254,294 127,322

10 Colombia 3,968,405 100,582

11 Spain 3,764,651 80,689

12 Germany 3,730,774 91,025

13 Iran 3,117,336 83,217

14 Poland 2,879,030 74,858

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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News in brief 
 u The United States 
views the process that 
made Ebrahim Raisi Iran’s 
president-elect as “pretty 
manufactured,” US State 
Department spokesman Ned Price said 
on Monday, repeating the US view that 
Iran’s recent election was neither free 
nor fair. “Our Iran policy is designed to 
advance US interests and that is regardless 
of who is chosen as Iran’s president in a 
... process that we consider to be pretty 
manufactured. This was not a free and fair 
election process,” Price told reporters in a 
telephone briefing.

u Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister discussed with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief “the importance of 
imposing the necessary mechanisms for a rapid and comprehensive inspection of 
all Iranian nuclear sites,” the foreign ministry wrote in a tweet on Monday. Prince 

Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, 
who is on an official visit 
to Vienna, also discussed 
with IAEA’s Rafael 
Grossi “stopping Iranian 
policies and violations 

of international laws and norms that destabilize the 
security and stability of the region and the world,” the 

ministry added.

u Israel’s Defence Ministry and defence contractor Elbit 
Systems Ltd are developing an airborne laser weapon to shoot down 
drones and 
other flying 
targets, officials 
said on Monday, 
predicting 
a prototype 
would be ready by 2025. They said the as-yet unnamed laser weapon could be 
incorporated in Israel’s multi-tier air defences, which include the Iron Dome 
system for downing short-range rockets and the David’s Sling and Arrow systems 
against ballistic missiles.

u China’s longest-
serving ambassador 
to Washington, Cui 
Tiankai, said yesterday he 
will be leaving his post after 
eight years, amid strained 
relations between the world’s 
two largest economies. Cui, known for his 
more congenial, diplomatic manner, is expected to be replaced by Qin Gang, a 
trusted aide of President Xi Jinping known for his sharp retorts to criticism of 
China. China’s foreign ministry declined to comment on Tuesday on who would 
succeed Cui, but sources with knowledge of the matter have told Reuters that Qin 
is expected to take over. Qin, 55, a foreign ministry vice minister, had served Xi 
as his chief protocol officer between 2014 to 2018. During two stints as foreign 
ministry spokesman from 2006-2010 and 2011-2014, Qin was known for striking 
an assertive posture, often making sharp comments in defence of China.

Saudi 
minister 
discussed 
Iran’s nuclear 
programme with 

IAEA chief

Israel says 
it is developing 
airborne laser to 
down drones

Qin 
Gang set to 
be named 
China’s new 
ambassador 
to US

US views 
election of Iran’s 
Raisi as ‘pretty 

manufactured’

Row erupts as Kuwait parliament 
approves budget in tense session

• Parliamentary 
guards entered the 
hall to restore order

• Opposition 
lawmakers occupied 
seats reserved 
for ministers

• Ministers stood at an 
entrance to the hall after 
MPs took their seats

Reuters | Kuwait

Kuwait’s parliament ap-
proved the 2021-22 state 

budget in a tense session that 
managed to temporarily break a 
deadlock with the government 
that has blocked reforms in the 
Gulf state.

But chaos broke out after the 
vote, supported by 32 out of 
63 lawmakers in attendance 
including 50 elected members 
and government ministers. Par-
liamentary guards entered the 
hall to restore order as opposi-
tion and pro-government MPS 
quarrelled.

The session had gone ahead 
despite opposition lawmakers 

once again occupying seats 
reserved for ministers, a tac-
tic they have used in recent 
weeks to try to highlight their 
demand to question the prime  
minister.

Speaker Marzouq al-Ghanim 
called for a special session to 
discuss the budget at a time 
when the OPEC nation is trying 
boost state finances and support 
an economy that shrank 9.9% in 
2020 due to low oil prices and 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The budget, proposed by the 
government in January, had 
projected 23.05 billion dinars 
($76.65 billion) in expenditure 
for the fiscal year that started 

on April 1, and a deficit of 12.1 
billion dinars. 

“We have the right to request 
a special session because all 
regular sessions have been dis-
rupted,” Ghanim said.

Ministers stood at an en-
trance to the hall after MPs took 
their seats and some lawmakers 
had rapped on tables to try to 
disrupt the discussions.

Lawmakers want to question 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
al-Khalid al-Sabah over the 
constitutionality of a motion 
passed in March delaying any 
questioning of the premier un-
til the end of 2022 along with 
other issues such as corruption.

Picture courtesy of newspaper24

Free COVID-19 vaccines 
for  tourists in Abu Dhabi

Reuters | Dubai

Abu Dhabi, the capital of the 
United Arab Emirates, is of-

fering tourists free COVID-19 vac-
cinations that were previously 
restricted to UAE citizens and res-
idency visa holders.

There is no indication that the 
change applies to Dubai, the most 
populous emirate, or the other five 
emirates that make up the UAE.

Visitors with visas issued by Abu 
Dhabi and passport holders eli-
gible for tourist visas when they 
arrive in the UAE through Abu 
Dhabi can book free vaccines, ac-
cording to information provided 
by the Abu Dhabi Health Services 
Company (SEHA), which operates 
the emirate’s public health infra-
structure.

Holders of expired residency or 
entry visas are also eligible for free 
vaccinations, Abu Dhabi Media 
Office said on June 11.

Job losses and travel restrictions 
during the pandemic mean some 
people’s residency visas have ex-
pired or have been cancelled when 

they were made redundant.
UAE Health authorities said this 

month nearly 85% of the eligible 
population had received at least 
one vaccine dose, but did not say 
how many had had two doses.

Infections have risen in the UAE 
in the past month, and Abu Dha-
bi still has restrictions on entry, 
including home quarantine and 
PCR testing at intervals after ar-
rival. People driving from other 
emirates are tested to show they 
are not infected.

Travellers from 27 countries 
including China, Germany and the 
United States can enter without 
quarantine on arrival.

SEHA offers COVID-19 vaccines 
by China’s state-owned drugmak-
er Sinopharm and by Pfizer/BioN-
Tech in Abu Dhabi.

Dubai Media Office did not im-
mediately respond to a request 
for comment on whether eligibil-
ity criteria was to change. Dubai 
Health Authority information says 
vaccines are given only to citizens 
and holders of valid Dubai resi-
dency visas.

A man receives a dose of a vaccine against the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) at St. 
Paul’s Church in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

N.Korea warns US 
misinterpreting 
signals risks 
disappointment

Reuters | Seoul

A top North Korean official 
warned the United States 

yesterday not to misinterpret 
comments by her leader, say-
ing doing so would end in dis-
appointment, as a US envoy 
aiming to get talks with the 
North back on track met South 
Korea’s president.

Kim Yo Jong, a senior official 
in North Korea’s ruling party 
and sister of leader Kim Jong 
Un, released a statement in 
state media saying the United 
States appeared to be inter-
preting signals from North Ko-
rea in the “wrong way”.

She was responding to US 
National Security adviser Jake 
Sullivan, who on Sunday said 
he saw as an “interesting sig-
nal” in a recent speech by Kim 
Jong Un on preparing for both 
confrontation and diplomacy 
with the United States. 

“It seems that the US may 
interpret the situation in such 
a way as to seek a comfort for 
itself,” she said in the state-
ment, carried by the North’s 
KCNA state news agency.

“The expectation, which 
they chose to harbour the 
wrong way, would plunge 
them into a greater disappoint-
ment.”

North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons programme has been a 

seemingly intractable problem 
for the United States for years.

President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration has conducted a 
review of North Korea poli-
cy that concluded the United 
States would seek to find “cal-
ibrated and practical” ways 
of inducing it to give up its 
nuclear weapons.

Kim’s warning to the United 
States came as the recently ap-
pointed US special represent-
ative for North Korea, Sung 
Kim, was visiting South Korea 
to meet senior officials, includ-
ing President Moon Jae-in.

Moon told the US envoy 
he would do his best to get 
inter-Korean and US-North 
Korea relations back on track 
during the remainder of his 
term in office and expressed 
hopes for progress toward 
denuclearisation and peace 
on the Korean peninsula, pres-
idential spokeswoman Park 
Kyung-mee said.

Sung Kim reaffirmed Bid-
en’s support for meaningful 
inter-Korean dialogue and en-
gagement and said he would 
“do his best for resumption of 
US-North Korea talks”, Park 
said.

On Monday, Sung Kim said 
he was willing to meet the 
North Koreans “anywhere, an-
ytime without preconditions” 
and that he looks forward to a 
“positive response soon”.

Noh Kyu-duk (R), South Korea’s Special Representative for Korean 
Peninsula Peace and Security Affairs, talks with Sung Kim (L), US Special 
Representative for North Korea, during their bilateral meeting at a hotel in 
Seoul , South Korea

Spiders leave 
Australian region 
covered in webs

AFP News

An arachnid invasion left 
swathes of Australia’s 

Gippsland region covered in 
webs as the spiders sought 
higher ground to escape flood-
ing.

A sea of silk engulfed an area 
in Australia’s southeast hit by 
flooding earlier in June, caused 
by sheet web spiders that nor-
mally live on the ground look-
ing for shelter according to 
ecologist Dieter Hochuli.

“When we get these types of 
very heavy rains and flooding, 
these animals who spend their 
lives cryptically on the ground 
can’t live there anymore, and 
do exactly what we try to do 
-- they move to the higher 
ground,” Hochuli, from the 
University of Sydney, told local 
broadcaster Channel 7.

Spiders are known to release 
webs to create makeshift par-
achutes and ride the wind to 
change location, a phenome-
non known as ballooning.

At least two people died 
when the storms hit Victoria 
earlier this month, with au-
thorities finding both bodies in 
separate partially submerged 
vehicles.

Thousands of people in the 
hardest-hit areas were also left 
without power for weeks, with 
some homes yet to be recon-
nected to electricity.

Australians living in regional 
and rural areas have struck by 
a series of disasters in recent 
years.

A prolonged drought was 
followed by months of devas-
tating bushfires in late 2019 
to early 2020 before welcome 
rains brought damaging floods 
in several regions.

Some spiders release webs to create a makeshift parachute

Australia to challenge UNESCO 
downgrade of Great Barrier Reef

AFP News

Australia said yeseterday 
it will strongly oppose a 

UNESCO plan to list the Great 
Barrier Reef as “in danger” 
over deterioration caused by 
climate change.

The UN body released a 
draft report on Monday rec-
ommending the reef ’s World 
Heritage status be downgrad-
ed because of its dramatic cor-
al decline, after years of public 
threats to do so.

Environmental campaigners 
said the decision highlight-
ed Australia’s lack of action 
to curb the carbon emissions 
which contribute to global 
warming.

Environment Minister Sus-
san Ley said Australia would 
challenge the move, accusing 
UN officials of backflipping on 
their assurances ahead of the 
World Heritage Committee’s 
44th session in China next 
month, where the recommen-
dation will be formally con-
sidered.

“Politics have subverted a 
proper process and for the 
World Heritage Committee 
to not even foreshadow this 
listing is, I think, appalling,” 
she told reporters in Canberra.

The UN body did not con-
sider the billions of dollars 
spent attempting to protect 
the world’s largest coral reef, 
she added.

The Great Barrier Reef was worth an estimated $4 billion a year in tourism 
revenue for the Australian economy before the coronavirus pandemic

Elephant in the room
Thai family gets repeat mammoth visitor
AFP | Bangkok 

Some families living in a jungle 
may be fearful of things going 

bump at night, but for one house-
hold in Thailand, the sight of an el-
ephant rummaging through their 
kitchen was not a total shock.

“It came to cook again,” wrote 
Kittichai Boodchan sarcastically 
in a caption to a Facebook video 
he shot over the weekend of an 
elephant nosing its way into his 
kitchen.

Likely driven by the midnight 
munchies, the massive animal 
pokes its head into Kittichai’s 
kitchen in the early hours of Sun-
day, using its trunk to find food.

At one point, it picks up a plastic 
bag of liquid, considers it briefly, 
and then sticks it in its mouth -- 
before the video cuts out.

Kittichai and his wife live near a 
national park in western Thailand, 
by a lake where wild elephants 
often bathe while roaming in the 
jungle.

He was unperturbed by the 
mammoth mammal, recognising 
it as a frequent visitor as it often 
wanders into homes in his village 
where it eats, leaves and shoots off 
back into the jungle.

The elephant had actually de-
stroyed their kitchen wall in May, 
he said, creating an open-air kitch-

en concept reminiscent of a drive-
through window.

This weekend, its sole task was 
to find food.

Kittichai said a general rule of 
thumb in dealing with unwelcome 
visitors crashing is not to feed 
them.

“When it doesn’t get food, it just 
leaves on its own,” he said.

“I am already used to it coming, 
so I was not so worried.”

Wild elephants are a common 
sight in Thailand’s national parks 
and its surrounding areas, with 
farmers sometimes reporting inci-
dents of their fruits and corn crops 
being eaten by a hungry herd.

The elephant poked its head into a Thai 
kitchen

Covid-19 death after 
liver disease may reveal 
difference in care: study
AFP | Paris 

A survey of people hos-
pitalised for Covid-19 
found those with chron-

ic liver disease and a history of 
alcohol abuse were 80 percent 
more likely to die from the vi-
rus and less likely to receive 
life-saving intubation.

In research to be presented 
this week at the Internation-
al Liver Congress, researchers 
based in France analysed the 
national database of 259,000 
Covid patients admitted to hos-
pitals in 2020.

Some 16,300 of those had 
been previously diagnosed with 
chronic liver disease.

The average rate of death 
among all patients hospitalised 
with the virus was 15 percent. 
Among those with chronic liv-
er disease, however, the rate 
jumped to nearly a quarter.

But while previous studies 
had looked at liver failure as a 
factor in the severity of Covid, 
this study found that mortal-
ity could be linked to which 
patients were placed on ven-
tilation.

According to the study, pa-
tients who suffered alcoholism, 
advanced cirrhosis or liver can-
cer and showed higher Covid-19 
morbidity and were less likely 
to have been intubated.

Patients with milder liver 
problems -- from chronic liver 
disease unrelated to alcohol 
abuse, organ transplants and 

viral hepatitis for example -- 
were not at heightened risk for 
Covid-19 mortality but received 
ventilation at a greater rate.

“Our results suggest that a 
limitation of the therapeutic 
effort may have contributed to 
the excess mortality of patients 
with a liver-related complica-
tion and of patients with alco-
hol use disorders,” the study 
said.

Thomas Berg, incoming pres-
ident of the European Associa-
tion for the Study of the Liver 
(EASL), told AFP the findings 
reflected a trend in care for liv-
er patients that pre-dates the 
pandemic.

‘Important study’
A 2013 US survey of 300 peo-

ple with mild and advanced 
liver diseases found the major-
ity of respondents perceived a 

stigma against their diagnosis.
“Most patients are willing to 

talk about if they have a cardiac 
disease or cancer,” Berg said, 
“but when it comes to liver dis-
ease there is always the percep-
tion it is self-inflicted, related to 
drugs or alcohol.”

The national survey is the 
largest that has looked at the 
question of how likely chron-
ic liver disease patients are to 
survive a coronavirus infection.

France’s universal access 
to hospital care means a wide 
range of Covid patients were 
represented, and analysts could 
look back at 10 years of records 
from the national discharge 
database to determine comor-
bidities.

“It’s an important study be-
cause the data is coming from a 
natural registry and the data is 
quite robust,” said Berg.

Previous research has shown that people with chronic liver disease are less 
likely to be intubated in intensive care Suu Kyi back in junta court

AFP | Naypyidaw, Myanmar

Deposed Myanmar lead-
er Aung San Suu Kyi ap-

peared in a junta court again 
Tuesday on trial for sedition 
and for flouting Covid restric-
tions during an election her 
ousted party won in a land-
slide.

A mass uprising in Myan-
mar against a February mili-
tary putsch has been met with 
a brutal crackdown that has 
killed more than 870 civilians, 
according to a local monitoring 
group.

Under house arrest and in-
visible bar a handful of court 
appearances, Suu Kyi has 
been hit with an eclectic raft 
of charges, including accept-
ing illegal payments of gold 
and violating a colonial-era 
secrecy law.

On Tuesday,  the court 
heard testimony she violated 
Covid-19 restrictions during 
elections last year that her Na-
tional League for Democracy 
(NLD) party won in a landslide, 
her lawyer The Maung Maung 
told reporters.

The special court in Naypy-
idaw also heard testimony on 
separate sedition charges.
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World’s oldest parliament, 
the Icelandic Parliament, the 
Alþingi (anglicised as Althing 
or Althingi), established

Christopher Latham Sholes patents the 
Sholes and Glidden typewriter, the first 

commercially successful of its kind

1st extraterrestrial message sent from 
Earth into space

Brexit referendum: 
United Kingdom 

votes to leave the 
European Union
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The Child Tax Credit 
means help directly 

in the bank accounts of 
the families who need it. 
Nearly all working fam-
ilies will automatically 
get monthly payments 
starting July 15th – no 
action needed. Head to 
http://childtaxcredit.gov 
for more information.

@JoeBiden

All over the world en-
vironmental defend-

ers are being threatened, 
arrested and even killed. 
We who are privileged 
must raise our voices to 
speak up against these 
human rights violations. 
This is outrageous.

@GretaThunberg

More than 19,300 chil-
dren affected by 

war last year were victims 
of grave violations such 
as killing, maiming or 
rape. Girls and boys have 
a right to life and health, 
free from violence and 
despair. We must protect 
them at all costs.

@antonioguterres

Today’s record-break-
i n g  v a c c i n a t i o n 

numbers are gladden-
ing. The vaccine remains 
our strongest weapon to 
fight COVID-19. Congrat-
ulations to those who got 
vaccinated and kudos to 
all the front-line warri-
ors working hard to en-
sure so many citizens got 
the vaccine.  Well done 
India!

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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179,678,535

3,891,089

164,369,239

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+137,834

+2,382

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 277,797 15,898 206,053 55,846

Saudi 
Arabia

475,403 7,691 457,128 10,584

UAE 613,993 1,763 592,984 19,246

Kuwait 340,967 1,877 321,293 17,797

Oman 252,609 +2,037 2,782 +41 221,250 28,577

Qatar 221,119 +189 584 +1 218,584 1,951

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,420,001 617,483

2 India 30,002,691 389,661

3 Brazil 17,969,806 502,817

4 France 5,757,798 110,778

5 Turkey 5,375,593 49,236

6 Russia 5,350,919 130,347

7 UK 4,651,988 128,008

8 Argentina 4,277,395 89,490

9 Italy 4,254,294 127,322

10 Colombia 3,968,405 100,582

11 Spain 3,764,651 80,689

12 Germany 3,730,774 91,025

13 Iran 3,117,336 83,217

14 Poland 2,879,030 74,858
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News in brief 
 u The United States 
views the process that 
made Ebrahim Raisi Iran’s 
president-elect as “pretty 
manufactured,” US State 
Department spokesman Ned Price said 
on Monday, repeating the US view that 
Iran’s recent election was neither free 
nor fair. “Our Iran policy is designed to 
advance US interests and that is regardless 
of who is chosen as Iran’s president in a 
... process that we consider to be pretty 
manufactured. This was not a free and fair 
election process,” Price told reporters in a 
telephone briefing.

u Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister discussed with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief “the importance of 
imposing the necessary mechanisms for a rapid and comprehensive inspection of 
all Iranian nuclear sites,” the foreign ministry wrote in a tweet on Monday. Prince 

Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, 
who is on an official visit 
to Vienna, also discussed 
with IAEA’s Rafael 
Grossi “stopping Iranian 
policies and violations 

of international laws and norms that destabilize the 
security and stability of the region and the world,” the 

ministry added.

u Israel’s Defence Ministry and defence contractor Elbit 
Systems Ltd are developing an airborne laser weapon to shoot down 
drones and 
other flying 
targets, officials 
said on Monday, 
predicting 
a prototype 
would be ready by 2025. They said the as-yet unnamed laser weapon could be 
incorporated in Israel’s multi-tier air defences, which include the Iron Dome 
system for downing short-range rockets and the David’s Sling and Arrow systems 
against ballistic missiles.

u China’s longest-
serving ambassador 
to Washington, Cui 
Tiankai, said yesterday he 
will be leaving his post after 
eight years, amid strained 
relations between the world’s 
two largest economies. Cui, known for his 
more congenial, diplomatic manner, is expected to be replaced by Qin Gang, a 
trusted aide of President Xi Jinping known for his sharp retorts to criticism of 
China. China’s foreign ministry declined to comment on Tuesday on who would 
succeed Cui, but sources with knowledge of the matter have told Reuters that Qin 
is expected to take over. Qin, 55, a foreign ministry vice minister, had served Xi 
as his chief protocol officer between 2014 to 2018. During two stints as foreign 
ministry spokesman from 2006-2010 and 2011-2014, Qin was known for striking 
an assertive posture, often making sharp comments in defence of China.

Saudi 
minister 
discussed 
Iran’s nuclear 
programme with 

IAEA chief

Israel says 
it is developing 
airborne laser to 
down drones

Qin 
Gang set to 
be named 
China’s new 
ambassador 
to US

US views 
election of Iran’s 
Raisi as ‘pretty 

manufactured’

Row erupts as Kuwait parliament 
approves budget in tense session

• Parliamentary 
guards entered the 
hall to restore order

• Opposition 
lawmakers occupied 
seats reserved 
for ministers

• Ministers stood at an 
entrance to the hall after 
MPs took their seats

Reuters | Kuwait

Kuwait’s parliament ap-
proved the 2021-22 state 

budget in a tense session that 
managed to temporarily break a 
deadlock with the government 
that has blocked reforms in the 
Gulf state.

But chaos broke out after the 
vote, supported by 32 out of 
63 lawmakers in attendance 
including 50 elected members 
and government ministers. Par-
liamentary guards entered the 
hall to restore order as opposi-
tion and pro-government MPS 
quarrelled.

The session had gone ahead 
despite opposition lawmakers 

once again occupying seats 
reserved for ministers, a tac-
tic they have used in recent 
weeks to try to highlight their 
demand to question the prime  
minister.

Speaker Marzouq al-Ghanim 
called for a special session to 
discuss the budget at a time 
when the OPEC nation is trying 
boost state finances and support 
an economy that shrank 9.9% in 
2020 due to low oil prices and 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The budget, proposed by the 
government in January, had 
projected 23.05 billion dinars 
($76.65 billion) in expenditure 
for the fiscal year that started 

on April 1, and a deficit of 12.1 
billion dinars. 

“We have the right to request 
a special session because all 
regular sessions have been dis-
rupted,” Ghanim said.

Ministers stood at an en-
trance to the hall after MPs took 
their seats and some lawmakers 
had rapped on tables to try to 
disrupt the discussions.

Lawmakers want to question 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
al-Khalid al-Sabah over the 
constitutionality of a motion 
passed in March delaying any 
questioning of the premier un-
til the end of 2022 along with 
other issues such as corruption.

Picture courtesy of newspaper24

Free COVID-19 vaccines 
for  tourists in Abu Dhabi

Reuters | Dubai

Abu Dhabi, the capital of the 
United Arab Emirates, is of-

fering tourists free COVID-19 vac-
cinations that were previously 
restricted to UAE citizens and res-
idency visa holders.

There is no indication that the 
change applies to Dubai, the most 
populous emirate, or the other five 
emirates that make up the UAE.

Visitors with visas issued by Abu 
Dhabi and passport holders eli-
gible for tourist visas when they 
arrive in the UAE through Abu 
Dhabi can book free vaccines, ac-
cording to information provided 
by the Abu Dhabi Health Services 
Company (SEHA), which operates 
the emirate’s public health infra-
structure.

Holders of expired residency or 
entry visas are also eligible for free 
vaccinations, Abu Dhabi Media 
Office said on June 11.

Job losses and travel restrictions 
during the pandemic mean some 
people’s residency visas have ex-
pired or have been cancelled when 

they were made redundant.
UAE Health authorities said this 

month nearly 85% of the eligible 
population had received at least 
one vaccine dose, but did not say 
how many had had two doses.

Infections have risen in the UAE 
in the past month, and Abu Dha-
bi still has restrictions on entry, 
including home quarantine and 
PCR testing at intervals after ar-
rival. People driving from other 
emirates are tested to show they 
are not infected.

Travellers from 27 countries 
including China, Germany and the 
United States can enter without 
quarantine on arrival.

SEHA offers COVID-19 vaccines 
by China’s state-owned drugmak-
er Sinopharm and by Pfizer/BioN-
Tech in Abu Dhabi.

Dubai Media Office did not im-
mediately respond to a request 
for comment on whether eligibil-
ity criteria was to change. Dubai 
Health Authority information says 
vaccines are given only to citizens 
and holders of valid Dubai resi-
dency visas.

A man receives a dose of a vaccine against the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) at St. 
Paul’s Church in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

N.Korea warns US 
misinterpreting 
signals risks 
disappointment

Reuters | Seoul

A top North Korean official 
warned the United States 

yesterday not to misinterpret 
comments by her leader, say-
ing doing so would end in dis-
appointment, as a US envoy 
aiming to get talks with the 
North back on track met South 
Korea’s president.

Kim Yo Jong, a senior official 
in North Korea’s ruling party 
and sister of leader Kim Jong 
Un, released a statement in 
state media saying the United 
States appeared to be inter-
preting signals from North Ko-
rea in the “wrong way”.

She was responding to US 
National Security adviser Jake 
Sullivan, who on Sunday said 
he saw as an “interesting sig-
nal” in a recent speech by Kim 
Jong Un on preparing for both 
confrontation and diplomacy 
with the United States. 

“It seems that the US may 
interpret the situation in such 
a way as to seek a comfort for 
itself,” she said in the state-
ment, carried by the North’s 
KCNA state news agency.

“The expectation, which 
they chose to harbour the 
wrong way, would plunge 
them into a greater disappoint-
ment.”

North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons programme has been a 

seemingly intractable problem 
for the United States for years.

President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration has conducted a 
review of North Korea poli-
cy that concluded the United 
States would seek to find “cal-
ibrated and practical” ways 
of inducing it to give up its 
nuclear weapons.

Kim’s warning to the United 
States came as the recently ap-
pointed US special represent-
ative for North Korea, Sung 
Kim, was visiting South Korea 
to meet senior officials, includ-
ing President Moon Jae-in.

Moon told the US envoy 
he would do his best to get 
inter-Korean and US-North 
Korea relations back on track 
during the remainder of his 
term in office and expressed 
hopes for progress toward 
denuclearisation and peace 
on the Korean peninsula, pres-
idential spokeswoman Park 
Kyung-mee said.

Sung Kim reaffirmed Bid-
en’s support for meaningful 
inter-Korean dialogue and en-
gagement and said he would 
“do his best for resumption of 
US-North Korea talks”, Park 
said.

On Monday, Sung Kim said 
he was willing to meet the 
North Koreans “anywhere, an-
ytime without preconditions” 
and that he looks forward to a 
“positive response soon”.

Noh Kyu-duk (R), South Korea’s Special Representative for Korean 
Peninsula Peace and Security Affairs, talks with Sung Kim (L), US Special 
Representative for North Korea, during their bilateral meeting at a hotel in 
Seoul , South Korea

Spiders leave 
Australian region 
covered in webs

AFP News

An arachnid invasion left 
swathes of Australia’s 

Gippsland region covered in 
webs as the spiders sought 
higher ground to escape flood-
ing.

A sea of silk engulfed an area 
in Australia’s southeast hit by 
flooding earlier in June, caused 
by sheet web spiders that nor-
mally live on the ground look-
ing for shelter according to 
ecologist Dieter Hochuli.

“When we get these types of 
very heavy rains and flooding, 
these animals who spend their 
lives cryptically on the ground 
can’t live there anymore, and 
do exactly what we try to do 
-- they move to the higher 
ground,” Hochuli, from the 
University of Sydney, told local 
broadcaster Channel 7.

Spiders are known to release 
webs to create makeshift par-
achutes and ride the wind to 
change location, a phenome-
non known as ballooning.

At least two people died 
when the storms hit Victoria 
earlier this month, with au-
thorities finding both bodies in 
separate partially submerged 
vehicles.

Thousands of people in the 
hardest-hit areas were also left 
without power for weeks, with 
some homes yet to be recon-
nected to electricity.

Australians living in regional 
and rural areas have struck by 
a series of disasters in recent 
years.

A prolonged drought was 
followed by months of devas-
tating bushfires in late 2019 
to early 2020 before welcome 
rains brought damaging floods 
in several regions.

Some spiders release webs to create a makeshift parachute

Australia to challenge UNESCO 
downgrade of Great Barrier Reef

AFP News

Australia said yeseterday 
it will strongly oppose a 

UNESCO plan to list the Great 
Barrier Reef as “in danger” 
over deterioration caused by 
climate change.

The UN body released a 
draft report on Monday rec-
ommending the reef ’s World 
Heritage status be downgrad-
ed because of its dramatic cor-
al decline, after years of public 
threats to do so.

Environmental campaigners 
said the decision highlight-
ed Australia’s lack of action 
to curb the carbon emissions 
which contribute to global 
warming.

Environment Minister Sus-
san Ley said Australia would 
challenge the move, accusing 
UN officials of backflipping on 
their assurances ahead of the 
World Heritage Committee’s 
44th session in China next 
month, where the recommen-
dation will be formally con-
sidered.

“Politics have subverted a 
proper process and for the 
World Heritage Committee 
to not even foreshadow this 
listing is, I think, appalling,” 
she told reporters in Canberra.

The UN body did not con-
sider the billions of dollars 
spent attempting to protect 
the world’s largest coral reef, 
she added.

The Great Barrier Reef was worth an estimated $4 billion a year in tourism 
revenue for the Australian economy before the coronavirus pandemic

Elephant in the room
Thai family gets repeat mammoth visitor
AFP | Bangkok 

Some families living in a jungle 
may be fearful of things going 

bump at night, but for one house-
hold in Thailand, the sight of an el-
ephant rummaging through their 
kitchen was not a total shock.

“It came to cook again,” wrote 
Kittichai Boodchan sarcastically 
in a caption to a Facebook video 
he shot over the weekend of an 
elephant nosing its way into his 
kitchen.

Likely driven by the midnight 
munchies, the massive animal 
pokes its head into Kittichai’s 
kitchen in the early hours of Sun-
day, using its trunk to find food.

At one point, it picks up a plastic 
bag of liquid, considers it briefly, 
and then sticks it in its mouth -- 
before the video cuts out.

Kittichai and his wife live near a 
national park in western Thailand, 
by a lake where wild elephants 
often bathe while roaming in the 
jungle.

He was unperturbed by the 
mammoth mammal, recognising 
it as a frequent visitor as it often 
wanders into homes in his village 
where it eats, leaves and shoots off 
back into the jungle.

The elephant had actually de-
stroyed their kitchen wall in May, 
he said, creating an open-air kitch-

en concept reminiscent of a drive-
through window.

This weekend, its sole task was 
to find food.

Kittichai said a general rule of 
thumb in dealing with unwelcome 
visitors crashing is not to feed 
them.

“When it doesn’t get food, it just 
leaves on its own,” he said.

“I am already used to it coming, 
so I was not so worried.”

Wild elephants are a common 
sight in Thailand’s national parks 
and its surrounding areas, with 
farmers sometimes reporting inci-
dents of their fruits and corn crops 
being eaten by a hungry herd.

The elephant poked its head into a Thai 
kitchen

Covid-19 death after 
liver disease may reveal 
difference in care: study
AFP | Paris 

A survey of people hos-
pitalised for Covid-19 
found those with chron-

ic liver disease and a history of 
alcohol abuse were 80 percent 
more likely to die from the vi-
rus and less likely to receive 
life-saving intubation.

In research to be presented 
this week at the Internation-
al Liver Congress, researchers 
based in France analysed the 
national database of 259,000 
Covid patients admitted to hos-
pitals in 2020.

Some 16,300 of those had 
been previously diagnosed with 
chronic liver disease.

The average rate of death 
among all patients hospitalised 
with the virus was 15 percent. 
Among those with chronic liv-
er disease, however, the rate 
jumped to nearly a quarter.

But while previous studies 
had looked at liver failure as a 
factor in the severity of Covid, 
this study found that mortal-
ity could be linked to which 
patients were placed on ven-
tilation.

According to the study, pa-
tients who suffered alcoholism, 
advanced cirrhosis or liver can-
cer and showed higher Covid-19 
morbidity and were less likely 
to have been intubated.

Patients with milder liver 
problems -- from chronic liver 
disease unrelated to alcohol 
abuse, organ transplants and 

viral hepatitis for example -- 
were not at heightened risk for 
Covid-19 mortality but received 
ventilation at a greater rate.

“Our results suggest that a 
limitation of the therapeutic 
effort may have contributed to 
the excess mortality of patients 
with a liver-related complica-
tion and of patients with alco-
hol use disorders,” the study 
said.

Thomas Berg, incoming pres-
ident of the European Associa-
tion for the Study of the Liver 
(EASL), told AFP the findings 
reflected a trend in care for liv-
er patients that pre-dates the 
pandemic.

‘Important study’
A 2013 US survey of 300 peo-

ple with mild and advanced 
liver diseases found the major-
ity of respondents perceived a 

stigma against their diagnosis.
“Most patients are willing to 

talk about if they have a cardiac 
disease or cancer,” Berg said, 
“but when it comes to liver dis-
ease there is always the percep-
tion it is self-inflicted, related to 
drugs or alcohol.”

The national survey is the 
largest that has looked at the 
question of how likely chron-
ic liver disease patients are to 
survive a coronavirus infection.

France’s universal access 
to hospital care means a wide 
range of Covid patients were 
represented, and analysts could 
look back at 10 years of records 
from the national discharge 
database to determine comor-
bidities.

“It’s an important study be-
cause the data is coming from a 
natural registry and the data is 
quite robust,” said Berg.

Previous research has shown that people with chronic liver disease are less 
likely to be intubated in intensive care Suu Kyi back in junta court

AFP | Naypyidaw, Myanmar

Deposed Myanmar lead-
er Aung San Suu Kyi ap-

peared in a junta court again 
Tuesday on trial for sedition 
and for flouting Covid restric-
tions during an election her 
ousted party won in a land-
slide.

A mass uprising in Myan-
mar against a February mili-
tary putsch has been met with 
a brutal crackdown that has 
killed more than 870 civilians, 
according to a local monitoring 
group.

Under house arrest and in-
visible bar a handful of court 
appearances, Suu Kyi has 
been hit with an eclectic raft 
of charges, including accept-
ing illegal payments of gold 
and violating a colonial-era 
secrecy law.

On Tuesday,  the court 
heard testimony she violated 
Covid-19 restrictions during 
elections last year that her Na-
tional League for Democracy 
(NLD) party won in a landslide, 
her lawyer The Maung Maung 
told reporters.

The special court in Naypy-
idaw also heard testimony on 
separate sedition charges.



ATLAS BUSINESS MANGEMENT 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CLEANER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17295488  or  ATLASBMS@
BATELCO.COM.BH
Aqua Technology Transfer 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17233317  or  aquatt.hr@gmail.com
Eiz Al Sham Shawarma has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
COOK(ASSISTANT) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33327003  or  OMEGA00073@
GMAI.COM
ANILEEN TO CLEAR 
TRANSACTIONS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36430662  or  
SALAHTETE8@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED IBRAHIM FOR 
PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33385295  or  SIMON.
AHMED8884@GMAIL.COM
FRANKIES DINER RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CHEF , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17100150  or  ELTAZJ@
HOTMAIL.COM
S A AND N I W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  ACCOUNTANT 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66633465  or  
SAANDNIBH@GMAIL.COM

HAJI HASSAN READYMIX B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17785353  or  VIJESH.NAIR@
HAJIHASSAN.COM
CPIC Abahsain Fiberglass W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17468532  
or  MSYED@ABAHSAIN.COM
Kotta villa contracting w.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77305030  
or  khanptpm1@gmail.com
Kotta villa contracting w.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77305030  
or  khanptpm1@gmail.com
Delta Security Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SECURITY GUARD 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725  or  DELTA.
SS@BATELCO.COM.BH
M.G.I REALESTATE AND 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  COUNSELLOR 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36449777  or  
OSALI1351@GMAIL.COM
M.G.I REALESTATE AND 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CONSULTANT 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36449777  or  
OSALI1351@GMAIL.COM
RIWAJ INTERIOR DECORATION 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 

33179311  or  LEVISH820@
GMAIL.COM
HAMADA HUSSAIN ABDULLA 
HAMADA )TALIB RIZQ (1770 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
FISHERMEN,HUNTERS & RELATED 
WORKERS , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39440778  or  
JASSIMDOCUMENTS@GMAIL.COM
ALSHUROOQ AUTO SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39825599  
or  alrayesmanpower06@gmail.com
YOKOGAWA MIDDLE EAST & 
AFRICA B.S.C. (CLOSED) has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SALES MANAGER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17358100  or  ashraf.nour@
yokogawa.com
FABRICA INTERIORS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39755755  or  
ABDULRAHMAN.AJOOR@LIVE.COM
ERNST & YOUNG - MIDDLE EAST 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DIRECTOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17535455  
or  SARA.EBRAHIM@BH.EY.COM
BATSCO CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SUPERVISOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17783886  
or  info@batsco.net
Arkan Itihad Development Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  DRIVER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
13300444  or  HROFFICER@
AIMSBAHRAIN.COM
NOOR GALALI  BEAUTY SALON 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  

BEAUTICIAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33355855  
or  AMOOOL.86@HOTMAIL.COM
AL AREEN LEISURE AND 
TOURISM CO THE LOST 
PARADISE OF DILMUN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  LIFEGUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17845151  or  ADNAN.ASLAM@
LPODWATERPARK.COM
HARMONY  LINE BEAUTY 
CENTER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  BEAUTICIAN 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33330627  or  
BAQER6886@GMAIL.COM
Kingdom Security Protection 
Services W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SECURITY 
GUARD , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17822228  
or  RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH
Kotta villa contracting w.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77305030  
or  khanptpm1@gmail.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  GUARD 
(ESTABLISHMENT SECURITY) 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17786500  or  careers@
kcbahrain.com
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
66393120  or  SBARBOZA@
SECURITYSOLUTIONS.ME
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 

66393120  or  SBARBOZA@
SECURITYSOLUTIONS.ME
GEMS INDUSTRIAL SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17491106  or  unni@gems-
bahrain.com
GEMS INDUSTRIAL SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17491106  or  unni@gems-
bahrain.com
GEMS INDUSTRIAL SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17491106  or  unni@gems-
bahrain.com
TEXEL AIR W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  MANAGER 
(FINANCIAL AFFAIRS) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17200096  or  HAMZA.DARWISH@
CHISHOLMENTERPRISES.COM
First Choice Cleaning Services 
Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  CLEANER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36491411  or  
MURTAZAWALI100@GMAIL.COM
DOISHAN AUTO SERVICSE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39275843  or  MOFAZZAL888@
GMAIL.COM
JUICE TIME RESTAURANT 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WAITER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39448689
CLASSIFIED LINE FOR 
PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 

W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  MANAGER 
(OPERATIONS) , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33890132  or  
SAMIISMEL19796728@OUTLOOK.
COM
AWA OFFICE MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35037312  
or  AKUMAGODSWILL2@GMAIL.COM
8 STAR JUICES AND SHAWARMA 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39955454  
or  FATOOMHF91@GMAIL.COM
THE BRITISH SCHOOL OF 
BAHRAIN/ has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  TEACHER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17610920  or  hrcv@thebsbh.com
Lavela W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SALES 
EXCUTIVE , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39989018  
or  SHARIEF71SA@GMAIL.COM
ELSHENAWY for medical 
services - Bahraini partnership 
company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  MARKETING 
SPECIALIST , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35120133  
or  MELSHENNAWY21@GMAIL.COM
SAEDAT ALBAYIH BAKRIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CASHIER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39655545  or  SAEDATALBAYINB.
BH@GMAIL.COM
V BEACH RESORT HOTEL W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  CHIEF ACCOUNTANT , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
77890025  or  AAZ@EAGLEHILLS.COM

VACANCIES
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Gulf Baz Logistics CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
STOREKEEPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 69990032  or  
GULFBAZBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

A - KARIM ALJAHROMI 
CONTRACTING COMPANY WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  LABOURER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000  or  
AKJCONT@BATELCO.COM.BH

Areena Contractor Group Co. S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17245222  or  
ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.COM

URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17131018  or  
AHMEDALKHAN@GMAIL.COM

MOHAMMAD ABDULLA 
ALAReedh CO.W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  DRIVER/
OPERATOR(CRANE) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38811122  or  ALI@ALAREEDH.COM

Bilal jamil khan for Other business 
support service activities C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36848778  or  
JALALKHAN8383@GMAIL.COM

Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WELDER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17500791  or  hr@seven-
energy.com

Sadman construction co wll 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MASON , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37728500  or  
hkbclearance@gmail.com

TURATH MANDALI RESTAURANT 
FOR GRILLS AND IRANIAN FOOD 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39468278  or  
ALI.QASSIM7@GMAIL.COM

AMMAR ABDULLA HASAN 
QATTAN /( NOOR ALI/7862  ) 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39819232  or  
ali_10_10@hotmail.com

MOHAMED ABDULNABI ALI  
(RIHANNA ALRASUL / 12140) 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39466236  or  
WIYAK@HOTMAIL.COM

ABDULAHUSAIN KHUDHUR 
&AHMED AND YOUSIF SNOS OF 
ALI AHMED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CLEANER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36636622  or  ERAPROJECTS@
BATELCO.COM.BH

Prestige Class Office for moving 
home and office furniture has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE) 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39787837  or  
PRESTIGECLASSBH@GMAIL.COM

ALKHABBAZ COLLECTION OF 
COOKING OIL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39299322  or  ABOSAJAD234567@
ICLOUD.COM

FOUR WALLS INTERNATIONAL 
CO. S.P.C. OWNER 
ABDULMAJEED KHALID AWAD 
ALLAM has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CASHIER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17215550  or  J.ELIAN@4444WALL.COM
8 stars Contracting Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77059992  or  
SKYSTAR.COMPANY@YAHOO.COM

Basmalah Second Hand Goods 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39854843  or  
ALDADA7211@GMAIL.COM

AL SALTANAH DOCUMENT 
CLEARING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36333817  or  WAQASNAWABKHAN@
GMAIL.COM

LEISURE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADING S.P.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SALESMAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17388888  or  THOMAS@
LEISUREQATAR.COM
THE NEW IDEAL WELDING AND 
FABRICATION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  STEEL 
FABRICATOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17702950  or  
UDCBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

Flash Star Car Services Co. W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39335858  or  
TALALALNOAIMI@GMAIL.COM
Nour Al Dana Garage has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  MECHANIC , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38268660  or  HUSAIN.
HAJAIR@GMAIL.COM

RUBEENA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SUPERVISOR 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39609881  or  RMNY.
NASIR@GMAIL.COM

Water Color Interiors (Middle 
East) W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  MASON , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 13699000  or  INFO@
WATERCOLORME.COM

European  Cleaning Services 
Bahraini Partnership Company 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66999599  or  
EUROPEAN102@GMAIL.COM

NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
PIPE-FITTER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17312220  or  
AHCGLOBLE@BATELCO.COM.BH

Sansaf Trading Co.W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33921167  or  
SANSAFTRADING@GMAIL.COM

GULF ASIA CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  SAFETY OFFICER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17312220  or  pradeep@
rpgroup.ae
Powered Access Platforms 
Bahrain W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE) , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17840787

ONENESS TRANSPORTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
DRIVER , suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33138667

Danway Electrical & Mechanical 
Engineering L.L.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  ELECTRICIAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17297600  or  danbahrain@
danwayeme.com

CAFE BAZZA  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WAITER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37322408  or  A.SAKR@
LEROYALGROUP.COM

SAKAN RIFFA INTERIOR DESIGN 
DECORATION S.P.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39862086  or  BIJUT@
BATELCO.COM.BH

668 cafe has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER (GENERAL) 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33113352  or  668.BHR@
GMAIL.COM
ROSE PETALS BOUTIQUE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DESIGNER(FASHION) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33443892  or  VINEETHKTR@
YAHOO.COM

Krishna for Construction of 
Floating Structures W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39804140  or  
BALAJIKRISHNACONSTRUCTION.
BH@GMAIL.COM

Al Diyafah Marine Service WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39545365  or  
VKSALIL@GMAIL.COM

National Palace Building 
Construction W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38278298  or  
nationalpalacebuilding@gmail.com

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  STEEL CHIPPER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  PLUMBER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ABNA ZUHAIR TRANSPORT 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  HEAVY DRIVER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17591881  or  AMZUHAIR@
HOTMAIL.COM

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  STEEL CHIPPER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. SPC 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17345051  or  
MAGICSHINE775@YAHOO.COM

VISSION CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39300177  or  
TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM

ABRAJ ALKHAMIS TRADING S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 17630580  or  
ABRAJKHAMIS786@GMAIL.COM

HAMOORABI BLACKSMITH 
& WELDING WORKSHOP has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
LABOURER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17668579  or  
S.FAISAL52@HOTMAIL.COM

AYUB QURESHI CONSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
SUPERVISOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39823801  or  
AYUBQURESHI5101@GMAIL.COM

Idroos Tissues S.P.C owned 
by Saleha Habeeb Idroos has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35123005  or  
HABEEBIDROOS@GMAIL.COM

ALMADANI HYDRAULIC REPAIR 
WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  MECHANIC , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38792207  or  ALMADANIHUSSEIN@
YAHOO.COM

SM PINOY SUPER MARKET WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17736030  or  
GRANDMART.T@GMAIL.COM

TEA TIME PLEASURE 
RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39867872  or  HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM

Tricon lenses company  S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38847202  or  
marwan3390@gmail.com

Swift and Smooth Logistics 
Services Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33109342  or  
KPCONSULTING2000@GMAIL.COM

Farhee Jewellery Design Co. 
S.P.C owned by Qamar Ur Rehman 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33579743  or  
DHQAMER@GMAIL.COM

DTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17319999  or  INFA@DTS.BH

Adaa Building Solutions W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  CONSTRUCTION WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17210147  or  ADAA.
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

GREEN SKENAR ELECTRIC 
WORKSHOP SPC OWNED BY 
SARBJEET SING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33161222  or  SARBJEET2003@
YAHOO.COM

TIP TOP SALOON S P C has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  BARBER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39888293  or  
BAVAPUTHOOR@GMAIL.COM

ISTAR Bahraini partnership 
company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36171122  or  ROUSHUTHAHA222@
GMAIL.COM

Majorca Cafe has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  LABOURER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33363151  or  MOHAMMED.
TOOQ@HOTMAIL.COM

ALPHA. PHARMACY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
ACCOUNTANT , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39885906  or  
INFO@ALPHABAHRAIN.COM
M K M H Decoration Bahraini 
partnership company has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36758776  or  
CITYCANYON7@GMAIL.COM

MUNICH SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  BARBER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
37392919  or  SWDALSHMRY594@
GMAIL.COM

GLORY COnTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SUPERVISOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17550203  or  
NASRA@GLORYTELECOM.COM

ALEEM MOHAMMED FOR REPAIR 
OF MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT 
S.P.C Owned has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
35116399  or  ANAYA.BH21@
GMAIL.COM

AL MAKEENA AUTO SERVICES 
& SPARE PARTS Company W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MECHANIC , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37745987  or  
GIGOJMAMPILLY@GMAIL.COM

KINDOM OF FLOWERS NURSERY 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39909933  or  
ABRAHIM4321@gmail.com

ALRASHIDIYA GARDEN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  HORSE 
BREEDER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17212200  or  
JASMI@DIYARALBAHRAIN.COM

HASAN MOHAMED SAEED ALI “ 
ALNWARS ALDAHOOK 1/ 7996 
“ has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39719795  or  
LUMINASS3410@HOTMAIL.COM

SECURI CORE S.P.C OWNED 
BY RASHEED AL-FAWAZ has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17822228  or  HRGUARDS@
SECURICORE.BH

SECURI CORE S.P.C OWNED 
BY RASHEED AL-FAWAZ has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17822228  or  HRGUARDS@
SECURICORE.BH

REDX INDUSTRIES CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
STEEL CHIPPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77454545  or  
REDXHR@REDXINDUSTRIES.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17712700  or  RASHEED@
SECURICORE.BH

MODERN KNOWLEDGE 
SCHOOLS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  ADMINISTRATOR 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17727712  or  MKSA51@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ALMATALA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  HEAVY 
DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39458212  
or  ABDULAZIZJABER4455@
HOTMAIL.COM

ZAKIYA BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 677575  or  OM-JABAR@
HOTMAIL.COM

CENTURY FIVE TRADING EST. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER(SALES) , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33206972  or  
CENTURYFIVETRADING@GMAIL.
COM

AL JASRA BIKES RE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17713637  or  mohammed@
tarradah.com

FRUITAGE GULF has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17277227  or  SALEH.
ALMADHOOB@GMAIL.COM

911 MARKET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SALESMAN , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36499997  or  NAD.CCGROUP@
GMAIL.COM

NATIONAL CONCRETE COMAPNY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SEAMAN , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17786665  or  sayed.saeed@
nccbahrain.com

FRESH BITES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39861914  or  alromuse@yahoo.com

WADI DELMON FOR SALE AND 
TRADE OF CLOTHING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39784878  or  
ALI-H93@HOTMAIL.COM

ALMAYOUN AUTO SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MECHANIC , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39617647  or  
ESSAMAOOFBH@GMAIL.COM

WADI ALSAIL GATE 
CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33367000  or  A_1999_A@
HOTMAIL.COM

UNIVERSAL FOUNDATIONS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
HEAVY DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17620673  or  
SKDGRPCO@BATELCO.COM.BH

UNIVERSAL FOUNDATIONS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
SHOVEL OPERATOR , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17620673  or  SKDGRPCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ABJAD ELECTRONICS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17332078  or  
HUSSAINFATHI14@YAHOO.COM

Areena Contractor Group Co. S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17245222  or  
ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17712700  or  RASHEED@
SECURICORE.BH

STYLO PHONE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SALESMAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39150389  or  Mahammad.
mm55@gmail.com
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Singaporean woman jailed 30 
years for torturing, killing maid
• The domestic worker 
died in July 2016, 
after her employer, 
Gaiyathiri Murugayan, 
repeatedly assaulted 
her over several hours.

• The maid was 
employed by Gaiyathiri 
and her husband, a 
police officer, in 2015 to 
help take care of their 
four-year-old daughter 
and one-year-old son.

AFP News

A Singaporean woman who 
starved, assaulted and ul-

timately killed her domestic 
worker was sentenced to 30 
years in prison yesterday, with 
the judge describing the case 
as “among the worst types of 
culpable homicide”.

The abuse inflicted on Myan-
mar national Piang Ngaih Don, 
24, was particularly awful and 
captured on CCTV installed in 
the family’s home. The domes-
tic worker was stamped on, 
strangled, choked, battered 

with brooms and burnt with an 
iron, according to court docu-
ments.

The domestic worker died in 
July 2016, after her employer, 
Gaiyathiri Murugayan, repeat-
edly assaulted her over several 
hours.

Gaiyathiri, 41, pleaded guilty 
in February to 28 charges in-
cluding culpable homicide. An-
other 87 charges were taken into 
account in sentencing.

She appeared in court on 
Tuesday wearing glasses and a 
black mask, and sat silently with 
her eyes closed and head bowed 
as the judge read his decision.

After hearing an additional 
plea of mitigation submitted 
by Gaiyathiri in a bid to avoid 
the life sentence sought by the 
prosecution, Justice See Kee 
Oon sentenced her to 30 years 
in prison starting from the date 
of her arrest in 2016.

See cited the “abject cruelty 
of the accused’s appalling con-
duct” in his sentencing, which 
he added must signal “societal 
outrage and abhorrence” at the 
crime.

But taking into account the 
defendant’s obsessive compul-
sive disorder and the depression 
she developed around 

the t ime she 

gave birth, See said he did not 
think that life imprisonment 
was “fair and appropriate”.

The prosecution had sought 
a reduced charge of culpable 
homicide rather than murder 
-- punishable with the death 
penalty in Singapore -- after 
taking into account her mental 
health.

The maid was employed by 
Gaiyathiri and her husband, a 
police officer, in 2015 to help 
take care of their four-year-old 
daughter and one-year-old son.

But Gaiyathiri physically as-
saulted the victim almost daily, 
often several times a day, with 
her 61-year-old mother some-
times joining in, according to 
court documents.

The domestic worker, who 
had been employed by the fam-
ily for over a year at the time of 
her death, was only allowed to 
sleep for five hours a night, and 
was forced to shower and re-
lieve herself with the door open.

Provided very little food, she 
lost about 38 percent of her 
body weight during her em-
ployment, and only weighed 24 
kilogrammes (53 pounds) at the 
time of her death.

Gaiyathiri’s lawyer Joseph 
Chen had asked for a sentence 
of eight to nine years, arguing 
that a “combination of stresses” 
had turned the struggling moth-
er into an abuser.

He argued that a harsh sen-
tence would deter mothers in 
a similar situation from asking 
for help -- an argument that the 
prosecution called “dis- i n -
genuous”.

250k
The affluent city-state is 
home to about 250,000 
domestic workers who 

mostly come from poorer 
Asian countries, and 

stories of mistreatment 
are common.

The abuse inflicted on 
Myanmar national Piang 
Ngaih Don, 24, was par-
ticularly awful and cap-
tured on CCTV installed 

in the family’s home. 
The domestic worker 

was stamped on, stran-
gled, choked, battered 
with brooms and burnt 
with an iron, according 

to court documents.

‘World’s happiest country’ 
seeks migrants

AFP | Helsinki 

Repeatedly dubbed the hap-
piest nation on the plan-

et with world-beating living 
standards, Finland should be 
deluged by people wanting to 
relocate, but in fact it faces an 
acute workforce shortage.

“It’s now widely acknowl-
edged that we need a spectac-
ular number of people to come 
to the country,” recruiter Saku 
Tihverainen from agency Tal-
ented Solutions told AFP.

Workers are needed “to help 
cover the cost of the greying 
generation”, the recruiter ex-
plained.

While many Western coun-
tries are battling weak popu-
lation growth, few are feeling 
the effects as sharply as Fin-
land.

With 39.2 over-65s per 100 
working-age people, it is sec-
ond only to Japan in the ex-
tent of its ageing population, 
according to the UN, which 
forecasts that by 2030 the “old 
age dependency ratio” will rise 
to 47.5.

The government has warned 
that the nation of 5.5 million 
needs to practically double 
immigration levels to 20,000-
30,000 a year to maintain pub-
lic services and plug a looming 
pensions deficit.

Finland might seem like an 
attractive destination on pa-
per, scoring high in interna-
tional comparisons for quality 
of life, freedom and gender 
equality, with little corruption, 
crime and pollution.

But anti-immigrant senti-
ment and a reluctance to em-
ploy outsiders are also wide-
spread in Western Europe’s 
most homogenous society, and 
the opposition far-right Finns 
Party regularly draws substan-
tial support during elections.

Tipping point 
After years of inertia, busi-

nesses and government “are 
now at the tipping point and 
are recognising the problem” 
posed by a greying popula-
tion, said Charles Mathies, a 
research fellow at the Acade-
my of Finland.

Mathies is one of the experts 
consulted by the government’s 
“Talent Boost” programme, 
now in its fourth year, which 
aims to make the country more 
attractive internationally, in 
part through local recruitment 
schemes.

Those targeted include 
health workers from Spain, 
metalworkers from Slovakia, 
and IT and maritime experts 
from Russia, India and South-
east Asia.
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Arnold Schwarzenegger reveals his children 
‘hated’ his move from film to politics

ANI | Washington 

The Former Governor 
of California and Hol-
lywood legend Arnold 

Schwarzenegger  recent ly 
opened up about his family life 
behind the scenes of his gover-
norship from 2003 to 2011.

According to Fox News, on 
Saturday, the 73-year-old ac-
tor spoke about his family’s 
sentiments with his eldest 

daughter Katherine, for her 
32nd episode - a “grand finale 
of Father’s Day week.”, on 
her Instagram show: ‘Before, 

During and After Baby’.
Within the near 34-minute 

interview, Arnold acknowl-
edged his four children wer-

en’t happy with his transition 
from action movie star to the 
38th governor of California. The 
Schwarzenegger family moved 
from Hollywood to Sacramento, 
where Arnold served for two  
terms.

“First of all, I think it is very 
important to let everyone know 
how much you kids hated my job. 
It was one of those kind of odd 
things where I just thought that: 
‘Oh, my kids will be so proud of 
me being governor now. And all 
this stuff, but I don’t think that 
you guys really kind of connect-
ed with that. I think you were 
so used to what we were doing 
when I was on a movie set,” Ar-
nold said.

The ‘Terminator’ star ex-

plained that his children were 
more accustomed to doing their 
homework in movie studios and 
joining him on sets where he 
could be blowing up a building 
or filming a fight scene.

He further added, “This was 
your entertainment. So, when 
you think about after-school 
programs, you guys had like the 
perfect after-school program.”

However,  when al l  that 
changed as the family planted 
roots in Sacramento, Arnold not-
ed that his kids would tell him 
outright that they hated his job 
as governor.

According to the Austri-
an-born bodybuilder turned 
American politician, his chil-
dren didn’t like the seriousness 

of California’s capital and would 
ask why their circumstances had 
changed.

While his kids weren’t ecstatic 
about his time in office, there 
was a reason behind Arnold’s 
governor. In his own words, he 
“had this fixation about fixing 
the state and making the state 
better. And so that’s why I ran 
from one moment to the other 
when there was a recall.”

Arnold also went on to com-
mend his ex-wife Maria Shriver, 
for her support as a working 
mother and political confidant.

The couple were married 
from 1986 to 2017, and raised 
four children together, including 
Katherine, Patrick, Christopher, 
and Christina.

Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger explained that his 

children were more 
accustomed to doing 

their homework in 
movie studios and 
joining him on sets 
where he could be 

blowing up a building 
or filming a fight 

scene

KNOW WHAT

David Schwimmer opens up about his ‘crappy 
summer jobs’ before he landed ‘Friends’
ANI | Washington 

Hollywood actor David 
Schwimmer, who has been 

in news for the widely loved 
‘Friends’ reunion show, recent-
ly revealed about his ‘crappy 
summer jobs’, before he landed 
the role of Ross Geller on the 
popular sitcom series.

According to Fox News, while 
speaking to a media outlet 
Schwimmer revealed that be-
fore he made it big on “Friends,” 
he worked on wheels for seven 
long years.

He said, “I was a roller-skat-
ing waiter in Chicago for sev-
en years. You make your real 
money by doing stunts. Every-

one gets their burgers and 
fries, then you say: ‘Hey, 
you want me to jump over 
your kids for five bucks?’ 
They’d have their kids 
lie on the ground and I’d 
just jump over them at 
30mph.”

By then Schwim-
mer was used to 
hard work as 
he’d been hard-
ened by a series 
of “really crappy 
summer jobs.”

H e  r e c a l l e d , 
“I worked at this 
place called Steve’s 
Ice-Cream where 
you had to mix in 

all the candy or cookie crumbs 
by hand on this big marble 
slab for three bucks an hour.

Speaking about his job 
at the age of 16, Schwim-
mer added, “I worked at 

this copy machine place. 
I had to pretend 
to be some guy 
from Xerox. I’d 
phone up cus-
tomers and say: 
‘I see you have 
a Xerox 2-2500. 
Looks like you’re 
running out of 
t o n e r.’  S o m e 
innocent secre-
tary would say: 
‘I don’t think we 

are?’ and I’d say: ‘I think you 
are, let me send you a couple 
of boxes.’ It wasn’t exactly le-
gal. I turned up one day and the 
whole place had been raided.”

While he made the world fall 
in love with him on ‘Friends’, 
Schwimmer almost didn’t be-
come an actor at all.

Speaking about it, he said that 
as a child, “I wanted to be a sur-
geon. I was fascinated by the 
human body: I knew everything 
about the lymphatic, vascular 
and skeletal systems. I was a big 
science geek, but I found that I 
could talk to more girls in acting 
class than in the science lab. So 
that kind of derailed my 
medical career.”

Kevin Hart reveals how 
his daughter reacted to 
his cheating scandal
ANI | Washington 

Actor and comedian Kevin 
Hart got candid about the 

tough conversations he has 
had with his teenage daughter 
following his cheating scandal.

As per E! News, Hart joined 
Will Smith for a special Fa-
ther’s Day edition of ‘Red Ta-
ble Talk’ on Facebook Watch 
on Sunday where he reflected 
on the impacts of his cheating 
scandal and the controversy 
that led him to step down from 
being the Oscars host had on 
his children.

In the candid conversation, 
Hart opened up about his re-
lationship with his father, 
his first divorce, and how 
he addressed being at the 
centre of scandals with 

his children including 
teens Heav-
e n  a n d 
He n d r i x 
s h a r e d 
with ex-
wife Tor-
r e i  a n d 
K e n z o 

and Kao-
ri with his 
wife Eniko 
Parrish.

“I stepped 
in some shit, 

yeah,” Hart said when Smith 
asked him how he address-

es public scandals with his 
family.

He added, “You’re 
never prepared for 
that side of it. I can 
say having a little girl 
in my life, it’s tough. 

You don’t realize 
the  impact 
t h a t  y o u r 
m i s t a k e s 
could truly 
have.”

He went 
on to say 
that it’s a 
“different 
emotion” 
when kids 
a r e  i n -

volved.

I stepped in some shit, 
yeah. You’re never 

prepared for that side 
of it. I can say having 
a little girl in my life, 
it’s tough. You don’t 

realize the impact that 
your mistakes could 

truly have
KEVIN HART

Shailene Woodley to star in new comedy ‘Robots’ 
from ‘Borat’ writer Anthony Hines
ANI | Washington 

Hollywood star Shailene Woodley is 
set to star in ‘Robots’, which is be-

ing described as a “fast-paced comedy” 
by Anthony Hines, one of the writers of 
‘Borat’ and ‘Bruno’.

It marks a change of pace for Wood-
ley, best known for the dystopian “Di-
vergent” films and the dare-you-not-
to-devolve-into-a-puddle-of-tears 

romance “The Fault in Our Stars.” 
According to Variety, ‘Robots’ will be 
based on a short story by science fiction 
writer Robert Sheckley.

It focuses on a womaniser and a gold 
digger who are forced to team up and 
pursue robot doubles of themselves, 
who have, in turn, fallen in love and 
absconded together. Hamel developed 
the project under his Company Films 
banner.

Hines will co-direct the film with 
Casper Christensen. Woodley will 
star alongside Jack Whitehall, who 
appears in the upcoming Disney 
film ‘Jungle Cruise’ and previously 
starred in the series ‘Bad Education’.

“At a time when comedies are 
needed more than ever, I could not 
be more delighted than to have 
Shailene and Jack team up to play 
the leads in this movie,” Hines said.

Arnold Schwarzenegger

David Schwimmer

Shailene Woodley Kevin Hart
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Arnold Schwarzenegger reveals his children 
‘hated’ his move from film to politics

ANI | Washington 

The Former Governor 
of California and Hol-
lywood legend Arnold 

Schwarzenegger  recent ly 
opened up about his family life 
behind the scenes of his gover-
norship from 2003 to 2011.

According to Fox News, on 
Saturday, the 73-year-old ac-
tor spoke about his family’s 
sentiments with his eldest 

daughter Katherine, for her 
32nd episode - a “grand finale 
of Father’s Day week.”, on 
her Instagram show: ‘Before, 

During and After Baby’.
Within the near 34-minute 

interview, Arnold acknowl-
edged his four children wer-

en’t happy with his transition 
from action movie star to the 
38th governor of California. The 
Schwarzenegger family moved 
from Hollywood to Sacramento, 
where Arnold served for two  
terms.

“First of all, I think it is very 
important to let everyone know 
how much you kids hated my job. 
It was one of those kind of odd 
things where I just thought that: 
‘Oh, my kids will be so proud of 
me being governor now. And all 
this stuff, but I don’t think that 
you guys really kind of connect-
ed with that. I think you were 
so used to what we were doing 
when I was on a movie set,” Ar-
nold said.

The ‘Terminator’ star ex-

plained that his children were 
more accustomed to doing their 
homework in movie studios and 
joining him on sets where he 
could be blowing up a building 
or filming a fight scene.

He further added, “This was 
your entertainment. So, when 
you think about after-school 
programs, you guys had like the 
perfect after-school program.”

However,  when al l  that 
changed as the family planted 
roots in Sacramento, Arnold not-
ed that his kids would tell him 
outright that they hated his job 
as governor.

According to the Austri-
an-born bodybuilder turned 
American politician, his chil-
dren didn’t like the seriousness 

of California’s capital and would 
ask why their circumstances had 
changed.

While his kids weren’t ecstatic 
about his time in office, there 
was a reason behind Arnold’s 
governor. In his own words, he 
“had this fixation about fixing 
the state and making the state 
better. And so that’s why I ran 
from one moment to the other 
when there was a recall.”

Arnold also went on to com-
mend his ex-wife Maria Shriver, 
for her support as a working 
mother and political confidant.

The couple were married 
from 1986 to 2017, and raised 
four children together, including 
Katherine, Patrick, Christopher, 
and Christina.

Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger explained that his 

children were more 
accustomed to doing 

their homework in 
movie studios and 
joining him on sets 
where he could be 

blowing up a building 
or filming a fight 

scene

KNOW WHAT

David Schwimmer opens up about his ‘crappy 
summer jobs’ before he landed ‘Friends’
ANI | Washington 

Hollywood actor David 
Schwimmer, who has been 

in news for the widely loved 
‘Friends’ reunion show, recent-
ly revealed about his ‘crappy 
summer jobs’, before he landed 
the role of Ross Geller on the 
popular sitcom series.

According to Fox News, while 
speaking to a media outlet 
Schwimmer revealed that be-
fore he made it big on “Friends,” 
he worked on wheels for seven 
long years.

He said, “I was a roller-skat-
ing waiter in Chicago for sev-
en years. You make your real 
money by doing stunts. Every-

one gets their burgers and 
fries, then you say: ‘Hey, 
you want me to jump over 
your kids for five bucks?’ 
They’d have their kids 
lie on the ground and I’d 
just jump over them at 
30mph.”

By then Schwim-
mer was used to 
hard work as 
he’d been hard-
ened by a series 
of “really crappy 
summer jobs.”

H e  r e c a l l e d , 
“I worked at this 
place called Steve’s 
Ice-Cream where 
you had to mix in 

all the candy or cookie crumbs 
by hand on this big marble 
slab for three bucks an hour.

Speaking about his job 
at the age of 16, Schwim-
mer added, “I worked at 

this copy machine place. 
I had to pretend 
to be some guy 
from Xerox. I’d 
phone up cus-
tomers and say: 
‘I see you have 
a Xerox 2-2500. 
Looks like you’re 
running out of 
t o n e r.’  S o m e 
innocent secre-
tary would say: 
‘I don’t think we 

are?’ and I’d say: ‘I think you 
are, let me send you a couple 
of boxes.’ It wasn’t exactly le-
gal. I turned up one day and the 
whole place had been raided.”

While he made the world fall 
in love with him on ‘Friends’, 
Schwimmer almost didn’t be-
come an actor at all.

Speaking about it, he said that 
as a child, “I wanted to be a sur-
geon. I was fascinated by the 
human body: I knew everything 
about the lymphatic, vascular 
and skeletal systems. I was a big 
science geek, but I found that I 
could talk to more girls in acting 
class than in the science lab. So 
that kind of derailed my 
medical career.”

Kevin Hart reveals how 
his daughter reacted to 
his cheating scandal
ANI | Washington 

Actor and comedian Kevin 
Hart got candid about the 

tough conversations he has 
had with his teenage daughter 
following his cheating scandal.

As per E! News, Hart joined 
Will Smith for a special Fa-
ther’s Day edition of ‘Red Ta-
ble Talk’ on Facebook Watch 
on Sunday where he reflected 
on the impacts of his cheating 
scandal and the controversy 
that led him to step down from 
being the Oscars host had on 
his children.

In the candid conversation, 
Hart opened up about his re-
lationship with his father, 
his first divorce, and how 
he addressed being at the 
centre of scandals with 

his children including 
teens Heav-
e n  a n d 
He n d r i x 
s h a r e d 
with ex-
wife Tor-
r e i  a n d 
K e n z o 

and Kao-
ri with his 
wife Eniko 
Parrish.

“I stepped 
in some shit, 

yeah,” Hart said when Smith 
asked him how he address-

es public scandals with his 
family.

He added, “You’re 
never prepared for 
that side of it. I can 
say having a little girl 
in my life, it’s tough. 

You don’t realize 
the  impact 
t h a t  y o u r 
m i s t a k e s 
could truly 
have.”

He went 
on to say 
that it’s a 
“different 
emotion” 
when kids 
a r e  i n -

volved.

I stepped in some shit, 
yeah. You’re never 

prepared for that side 
of it. I can say having 
a little girl in my life, 
it’s tough. You don’t 

realize the impact that 
your mistakes could 

truly have
KEVIN HART

Shailene Woodley to star in new comedy ‘Robots’ 
from ‘Borat’ writer Anthony Hines
ANI | Washington 

Hollywood star Shailene Woodley is 
set to star in ‘Robots’, which is be-

ing described as a “fast-paced comedy” 
by Anthony Hines, one of the writers of 
‘Borat’ and ‘Bruno’.

It marks a change of pace for Wood-
ley, best known for the dystopian “Di-
vergent” films and the dare-you-not-
to-devolve-into-a-puddle-of-tears 

romance “The Fault in Our Stars.” 
According to Variety, ‘Robots’ will be 
based on a short story by science fiction 
writer Robert Sheckley.

It focuses on a womaniser and a gold 
digger who are forced to team up and 
pursue robot doubles of themselves, 
who have, in turn, fallen in love and 
absconded together. Hamel developed 
the project under his Company Films 
banner.

Hines will co-direct the film with 
Casper Christensen. Woodley will 
star alongside Jack Whitehall, who 
appears in the upcoming Disney 
film ‘Jungle Cruise’ and previously 
starred in the series ‘Bad Education’.

“At a time when comedies are 
needed more than ever, I could not 
be more delighted than to have 
Shailene and Jack team up to play 
the leads in this movie,” Hines said.

Arnold Schwarzenegger

David Schwimmer

Shailene Woodley Kevin Hart



UEFA refuses to light Munich stadium in 
rainbow colours for Germany-Hungary match
AFP | Munich

UEFA’s decision to block plans 
by Munich to light the Alli-

anz Arena in rainbow colours 
for the Germany-Hungary Euro 
2020 match was met yesterday 
with defiance in the Bavarian 
city which vowed to decorate 
other landmarks in protest at 
a law passed by the Hungarian 
government.

“UEFA is a politically and re-
ligiously neutral organisation,” 
said European football’s govern-
ing body in a statement ahead of 
Wednesday’s match.

“Given the political context of 
this request -- a message aimed 
at a decision taken by the Hun-
garian national parliament -- 
UEFA must refuse.”

Munich’s mayor Dieter Re-
iter slammed UEFA’s decision 
as “shameful” and announced 
plans to decorate other city 
landmarks in rainbow colours 
in defiance.

“I find it shameful that UEFA 
forbids us to send a sign for 
cosmopolitanism, tolerance, 
respect and solidarity with the 
people of the LGBTIQ communi-
ty,” he said.

He plans to put up rain-
bow-coloured flags at the Mu-
nich town hall and illuminate a 
huge wind turbine located close 
to the stadium, as well as the 
city’s 291m-tall Olympic Tower.

Reiter had wanted the Alli-
anz Arena -- owned by Bayern 

Munich, but rented to UEFA for 
Euro 2020 -- in rainbow colours 
for the crucial Group F match 
to “send a visible sign of soli-
darity” with Hungary’s LGBTIQ 
community.

In a statement yesterday, Bay-
ern president Herbert Hain-
er said the Bundesliga giants 
would have been happy if their 
stadium had “shone in the rain-
bow colours”.

Hungary’s right-wing gov-
ernment last week passed a 
law banning the “promotion” 
of homosexuality to minors, 
outlawing any educational pro-
grammes or material in which 
homosexuality is mentioned.

UEFA’s stance also drew crit-
icism from Germany’s lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, in-
tersex and queer (LGBTIQ) com-
munity.

“We find it very disconcert-
ing how UEFA deals with values 

that should generally be accept-
ed in society,” Markus Ulrich, 
a spokesman for Germany’s 
Lesbian and Gay Association 
(LSVD), told AFP subsidiary SID.

“UEFA has not recognised the 
signs of the times -- and it is 
clear to see which side it is tak-
ing with its decision.”

Clement Beaune, France’s 
openly gay minister for Euro-
pean affairs has also said he re-
gretted UEFA’s stance.

‘Do it, Munich’ 
Even former England captain 

Gary Lineker was in favour of 
seeing the Allianz Arena in rain-
bow colours.

“Do it, Munich. Do it. Light it 
up for the world to see. Ah, just 
do it anyway,” Lineker wrote on 
Twitter.

While the Allianz Arena will 
not be lit in rainbow colours on 
Wednesday, other football sta-

diums in Germany will.
Berlin’s iconic Olympic Sta-

dium, as well as Bundesliga sta-
diums in Cologne, Frankfurt 
and Wolfsburg all plan to be 
colourfully lit.

“Cologne stands for diversi-
ty and tolerance. The develop-
ments in Hungary are frighten-
ing -- it is all the more important 
to set an example against this,” a 
spokesman told AFP.

However, UEFA’s stance was 
welcomed in Budapest, where 
Hungarian Foreign Minister 
Peter Szijjarto hailed the “right 
decision”.

“The leadership of UEFA made 
the right decision by not assist-
ing in a political provocation 
against Hungary,” Szijjarto said 
yesterday in a statement sent 
to AFP.
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Wembley to host more than 60,000 
fans for Euro 2020 semis and final

AFP | London

Crowd capacity at Wembley 
Stadium will be increased 

to more than 60,000 fans for 
the semi-finals and final of 
Euro 2020, the British gov-
ernment said yesterday.

The new levels mean the 
stadium will be at 75 per cent 
capacity for the final three 
games, which conclude with 
the final on July 11.

All ticket holders will need 
to have either a negative COV-
ID-19 test or proof of full vacci-
nation - two doses received 14 
days before the fixture.

The announcement came 
after Italian Prime Minister 
Mario Draghi called on Mon-
day for the final to be moved 
from England due to rising 
COVID-19 cases in the country.

Wembley’s capacity has 
been set at 22,500 for the 
three group and the round of 
16 match between Italy and 
Austria on June 26 but will rise 
to 40,000 for the other round 
of 16 match on June 29 which 
could feature England.

“We are thrilled that more 
fans will now be able to walk 
through the Wembley turn-
stiles and enjoy the finals of 
Euro 2020,” said culture sec-

retary Oliver Dowden.
“As we continue to make 

progress on our roadmap out 
of lockdown, keeping the pub-
lic safe remains our top priori-
ty. We have worked extremely 
closely with UEFA and the FA 
to ensure rigorous and tight 
public health measures are in 
place whilst allowing more 
fans to see the action live,” he 
said. UEFA has been negotiat-
ing with the UK government 
about relaxing quarantine 
restrictions on overseas fans 
travelling to London for games 
but there was no mention of 
any change in the statement.

Currently, COVID-19 regu-
lations require visitors from 
most European countries to 
quarantine for 10 days after 
arriving in the UK.

Shakhtar Donetsk signs 
Brazilian defender Marlon

AFP | London

Ukrainian runners-up 
Shakhtar Donetsk have 

signed Brazilian defend-
er Marlon from Serie A side 
Sassuolo, the club announced 
yesterday.

The 25-year-old centre-back 
followed his former coach 
Roberto De Zerbi, who left 
Sassuolo for the Ukrainian 
club last month.

“I’m very happy. It’s a great 
honour for me to sign a con-
tract with Shakhtar. I feel like 
the chosen one,” said Marlon, 
who signed a five-year deal.

“The club has the same goals 
and vision as I do. I moved 
here to help and be part of the 
team,” he added.

Marlon, who becomes the 
12th Brazilian on Shakhtar’s 
roster, made 69 appearances 

for Fluminense in his native 
Brazil.

He was loaned out to Bar-
celona in 2016 before signing 
a three-year contract the next 
year.

But the Brazilian made just 
two appearances in La Liga 
and one in the Champions 
League before moving to Sas-
suolo in 2018, where he played 
in 66 games, scoring one goal.

Shakhtar did not disclose 
the financial terms of the deal, 
but local media reported that 
the club paid Sassuolo at least 
12 million euros ($14.3 mil-
lion).

Marlon is the club’s third 
costly newcomer this off-sea-
son after fellow Brazilian mid-
fielder Pedrinho and Burkino 
Faso forward Lassina Traore, 
both of whom joined Shakhtar 
after De Zerbi was appointed.

General view outside Allianz Arena in rainbow colours after the match

General view of Wembley Stadium

This tournament has 
been a beacon of hope 

to reassure people 
that we are returning 
to a more normal way 

of life and this is a 
further step along that 

road
UEFA PRESIDENT ALEKSANDER CEFERIN

Hungary’s government 
last week passed a law 
banning the “promo-

tion” of homosexuality 
to minors, outlawing 
any educational pro-
grammes or material 

in which homosexuali-
ty is mentioned
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Clinical Belgium put 
Finland on brink of exit
Romelu Lukaku seals Belgium win to leave Finland on the brink of Euro exit

• A Lukas Hradecky 
own goal and 
Romelu Lukaku 
strike gave Belgium 
a deserved victory

AFP | St Petersburg

Belgium scored two late goals 
to see off a valiant Finland 2-0 
on Monday, pushing their op-
ponents to the brink of a group-
stage exit from Euro 2020 and 
sending Denmark through to 
the last 16.

Finnish goalkeeper Lukas 
Hradecky’s 74th-minute own 
goal and Romelu Lukaku’s third 
strike of the tournament en-
sured Roberto Martinez’s Bel-
gium finished top of Group B.

The world’s number-one-
ranked side will face a third-
placed team in the next round 
on Sunday in Seville.

“We’re making good progress 
and we’ll be ready,” Belgium 
midfielder Kevin De Bruyne 
told RTBF.

Finland finish third in the 
group, but appear unlikely to 
be one of the four best third-
placed teams.

“We received tremendous 
support from the Finns,” said 
Finland coach Markku Kanerva.

“They inspired us. We could 
not achieve our goal of taking 
at least one point. We are obvi-

ously disappointed. I am proud 
of my team.”

The other game saw Denmark 
thrash Russia 4-1 in Copenha-
gen to snatch second place and 
book a ticket to the last 16.

Finland knew they would only 
need a point to go through if the 
Danes won, but despite holding 
off Belgium for more than 70 
minutes, they couldn’t keep it 
up in the Saint Petersburg heat.

“There were no spaces, it was 
a little bit difficult,” De Bruyne 
said.

Strong Belgium 
This was arguably the strong-

est XI Belgium have fielded in 
the tournament so far, with cap-
tain Eden Hazard, De Bruyne 

and Axel Witsel all starting after 
recent struggles with injury.

They did not take long to find 
their stride, with De Bruyne re-
leasing Lukaku, who fired wide, 
before seeing a low cross hacked 
away by a panicking Finland 
defence.

The first half was large-
ly played at a slow pace, but 
Belgium always looked dan-
gerous when they moved the 
ball more quickly, with two 
such moves ending in Witsel 
and Hazard blasting over the  
crossbar.

The Red Devils showed what 
they are capable of shortly be-
fore half-time with a wonderful 
counter-attack led by Hazard, 
but Hradecky denied teenag-

er Jeremy Doku with a diving, 
one-handed save.

Hazard tried to win a penalty 
by falling near Finland defend-
er Daniel O’Shaughnessy, but 
his appeals for a spot-kick were 
waved away.

Finland showed a little more 
adventure at the start of the sec-
ond half, which left them more 
open at the back.

Hradecky pulled off a mag-
nificent save to deny Hazard, 
but was beaten by Lukaku in the 
65th minute.

However, the goal was ruled 
out by VAR for the tightest of 
offside decisions.

But Finland did fall behind, 
in agonising circumstances, as 
Thomas Vermaelen’s header 
from a corner struck the post 
and crossbar before being 
nudged over his own line by 
Hradecky.

Sassuolo’s defender Marlon controls the ball during a match (file photo)

We received 
tremendous support 

from the Finns. 
They inspired us. We 

could not achieve 
our goal of taking 
at least one point. 
We are obviously 

disappointed. I am 
proud of my team

FINLAND COACH MARKKU KANERVA

Belgium’s forward Romelu Lukaku (L) shoots to score their second goal
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Denmark thump Russia to make last 16 in stunning fashion
AFP | Copenhagen

Denmark made it through to 
the last 16 of Euro 2020 on 

Monday after a convincing 4-1 
win over Russia which alongside 
Belgium’s victory against Fin-
land meant they finished second 
in Group B.

Goals from Mikkel Damsgaard, 
Yussuf Poulsen, Andreas Chris-
tensen and Joakim Maehle gave 
the Danes their first win of the 
tournament on a joyous evening 
at the Parken Stadium in Co-
penhagen.

Delirious fans showered each 
other with beer as Denmark rat-
tled in the goals that allowed 
them to end the group stage in 
party mood after the trauma of 
Christian Eriksen’s mid-match 
collapse in their opening fixture 
against the Finns.

Kasper Hjulmand’s team will 
face Wales in the last 16 in Am-
sterdam on Saturday, while the 
Russians go home after coming 
off worst in a three-way, head-
to-head tie-breaker with Fin-
land and the Danes.

“I’ve never experienced any-
thing like this. The atmosphere 
gets better every time we are 
here at Parken,” said Maehle to 
Danish broadcaster DR.

Hjulmand praised the “amaz-
ing” team spirit and friendship 
after revelling in the on-pitch 

celebrations.
“If anyone deserves this it’s 

our players. I can’t imagine how 
they managed to come back 
from what they went through,” 
he told reporters.

“I think it helps the team and 
hopefully it gives the whole 
country some good moments.”

The Danes came into the 
match with no points from their 
first two matches but knowing 
a win over Russia by two goals 
or more and defeat for Finland 
would guarantee them pas-
sage from the group as the sec-
ond-placed team.

During the match’s opening 
ceremony, a huge Denmark shirt 

with “Eriksen 10” written on 
it was unfurled to deafening 
cheers from supporters, after 
which a rousing rendition of 
“You’ll Never Walk Alone” was 
belted out from the stands.

Once the match got under-
way, Denmark continued with 
the same aggression as in their 
defeats to Finland and Belgium 
but initially struggled to create 
chances against a Russia team 
who were content to keep things 
tight.

The nominal home team, Rus-
sia enraged the Danish fans by 
taking their time over set-pieces 
and throw-ins as early as mid-
way through the first half.

However it was the Russians 
who had the first chance of 
the game, Aleksandr Golovin 
driving towards the goal and 
fashioning a great scoring op-
portunity only to shoot straight 
at Kasper Schmeichel from close 
range.

They were left to rue missing 
that chance six minutes before 
the break when Damsgaard 
showed why he was picked to 
replace Eriksen as Denmark’s 
playmaker.

The Sampdoria winger, who 
only turns 21 early next month, 
looked like he had all the time 

in the world when he unleashed 
a curling strike that whipped 
passed Matvei Safonov and 
caused an eruption in the stands.

Their tails up and the crowd 
now bouncing in unison, Jannik 
Vestergaard came close to mak-
ing it two in as many minutes 
when he headed a corner just 
wide.

Denmark continued to press 
after the restart but their second 
came in almost comical circum-
stances on the hour mark.

Poulsen could hardly believe 
his luck when Daler Kuzy-
aev’s miscued back-pass rolled 
straight to him in front of the 
Russian goal, leaving him the 
simple task of stroking into an 
empty net and giving Denmark 
the two-goal lead they needed 
to finish second should Belgium 
win.

Soon after, the already row-
dy fans in the Parken let out 
possibly the loudest cheer of 
the night as news of Romelu 
Lukaku’s opener against Finland 
filtered through, but they were 
soon dampened by that goal be-
ing ruled out and Russia being 
awarded a penalty which was 
slotted home by Artem Dzyuba.

They were on their feet again 
with 15 minutes remaining 
thanks to Lukas Hradecky’s own 
goal which put Belgium a goal 
ahead and Denmark in second.

Argentina, Chile through to 
Copa America quarter-final
Lionel Messi equals record as Argentina beat Paraguay 1-0

• Uruguay end 
drought but can’t 
burst Chile’s bubble

AFP | Brasilia

Argentina and Chile on 
Monday booked their 
places in the Copa Amer-

ica quarterfinals, ending top 
of Group A after low-scoring 
matches that left the other two 
spots up for grabs.

Argentina logged its second 
win in three group matches 
played, beating Paraguay 1-0, 
with Alejandro “Papu” Gomez 
scoring the sole goal of a lack-
lustre match in Brasilia in the 
ninth minute.

The win placed Lionel Messi’s 
La Albiceleste top of Group A 
with seven points -- enough to 
secure its spot in the next phase 
of the tournament being played 
in empty stadiums in coronavi-
rus-battered Brazil.

The match marked a personal 
milestone for Messi, who tied 
Javier Mascherano’s record for 
the most games played for Ar-
gentina -- 147.

But it was not a night of glory 
for Messi or his team, which in 
the second half seemed to re-
sign themselves to defending a 
spirited, but ultimately fruitless, 
Paraguayan attack.

Chile draws with Uruguay
In the other match Monday, 

Chile drew 1-1 with Uruguay to 
end the day with five log points.

Luis Suárez ended a goal scor-
ing drought for Uruguay that 

threatened to go a fifth straight 
game.

T h e  v e t e r a n  s t r i k e r ’s 
66th-minute equalizer helped 
Uruguay to 1-1 draw against 
Chile at the Copa America on 
Monday, its first point of the 
tournament.

The result allows Chile to ad-
vance to the knockout stage of 
the tournament and keeps the 
Uruguayans in contention in 
Group A.

Chile ’s  Eduardo Vargas 
opened the scoring in the 26th 
with a powerful crossed shot 
from the right, and Suárez lev-
elled the score from close range.

With four matches left to play 
in Group A, Paraguay has three 
points, Uruguay one, and Bolivia 
zero, meaning they all still stand 
a theoretical chance to go to the 
quarter-finals.

Brazil has already qualified 

from Group B.
Despite opposition from 

politicians and citizens, Bra-
zil agreed at the 11th hour to 
host the world’s oldest interna-
tional tournament after South 
American football’s governing 
body CONMEBOL took it from 
co-hosts Argentina, battling a 
pandemic surge, and Colombia 
where dozens have died in an-
ti-government protests.

The contest had already been 
delayed by a year due to the 
pandemic and many players 
and coaches spoke out against 
it going ahead before the tour-
nament began.

The build-up to Monday’s 
Chile-Uruguay game had been 
overshadowed by controversy in 
the Chile camp after revelations 
the team had breached Covid-19 
protocols by bringing a local 
hairdresser into the team hotel.

CONMEBOL said it would fine 
those involved $30,000.

However there was no sign of 
the controversy affecting their 
play, with Vargas firing Chile 
ahead on 26 minutes from a 
tight angle after latching onto a 
clever pass from English-born 
Ben Brereton.

Uruguay grabbed a share of 
the points in the second-half 
when Suarez bundled in the 
ball from close range during a 
tangle with former Barcelona 
team-mate Arturo Vidal at the 
far post following a corner.

Manchester United striker 
Edinson Cavani almost snatched 
victory for Uruguay in the 85th 
minute, but his glancing header 
flashed just wide of the post.

Vargas’s first-half strike saw 
him draw level with Peru’s 
Paolo Guerrero on 14 goals in 
the Copa America’s all-time 
goalscoring rankings, three be-
hind the record of 17 held by 
Brazil’s Zizinho and Argentina’s 
Norberto Mendez.

The match marked a 
personal milestone for 
Messi, who tied Javier 
Mascherano’s record 
for the most games 

played for Argentina 
-- 147
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Germany’s Mueller set to 
miss Hungary showdown 
after again missing training

AFP | Munich

Germany forward Thomas 
Mueller looks set to miss 

Wednesday’s crucial Euro 
2020 match against Hungary 
with a knee injury after again 
sitting out team training.

The attacking midfielder 
missed yesterday morning’s 
session with the German 
squad and trained alone with 
his knee heavily strapped af-
ter taking a knock in Satur-
day’s 4-2 win over Portugal in 
Group F.

However, Mats Hummels 

and Ilkay Gundogan, who also 
sat out training on Monday 
alongside Mueller, joined the 
squad session yesterday, hav-
ing shaken off knee and calf 
injuries respectively.

If Mueller drops out, his 
Bayern Munich team-mate 
Leon Goretzka is poised to 
take his place against the Hun-
garians.

A draw in Munich would 
see Germany earn a place in 
the last 16.

Hungary, who are bottom of 
the group, need a win to avoid 
elimination.

Alejandro Gomez of Argentina kicks the ball over Antony Silva goalkeeper of 
Paraguay to score

Thomas Mueller reacts during a match

UEFA says no 
plan to take Euro 
semis, final away 
from Wembley

Reuters | London

UEFA has no plans to re-
place Wembley as host 

stadium of the Euro 2020 
semi-finals and final, Eu-
ropean soccer’s governing 
body said, after Italian pre-
mier Mario Draghi and oth-
ers called for the final to be 
moved from Britain due to 
rising COVID-19 cases there.

The United Kingdom re-
corded 10,633 new cases of 
COVID-19 and five deaths 
on Monday, taking its toll to 
4.63 million confirmed cas-
es and 127,976 total deaths, 
according to a Reuters tally.

Case numbers have been 
rising due to the spread of 
the more contagious Delta 
variant first identified in 
India.

Euro 2020 trophy

Results
EURO 2020
Czech Republic 0  1 England 

Croatia 3  1 Scotland 

*Scores as of closing

Today’s games
Euro 2020
Group E: Slovakia vs Spain (19:00, Seville)

Group E: Sweden vs Poland (19:00, St Petersburg)

Group F: Germany vs Hungary (22:00, Munich)

Group F: Portugal v France (22:00, Budapest)

Tomorrow’s games
Copa America
Ecuador vs Peru (00:00, Cuiaba)

Brazil vs Colombia (03:00, Brasilia)

The Danes came into 
the match with no 
points from their 

first two matches but 
knowing a win over 

Russia by two goals or 
more and defeat for 

Finland would guaran-
tee them passage from 
the group as the sec-
ond-placed team
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Denmark’s defender Joakim Maehle shoots and scores his team’s fourth goal



Morgan says nothing offensive 
about use of ‘sir’ in Twitter posts
AFP | London

England’s World Cup-win-
ning captain Eoin Morgan 

insisted Tuesday his use of the 
word ‘sir’ in Twitter posts con-
veyed “admiration and respect” 
as he rejected suggestions of 
causing offence on social me-
dia.

Morgan and his deputy Jos 
Buttler were accused of mock-
ing the way Indian people ad-
dressed them in English after 
Twitter posts from several years 
ago recently came to light again.

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board launched a “so-

cial media review” after Ollie 
Robinson was suspended from 
international duty pending an 
investigation following the 
re-emergence of historic racist 
and sexist posts during his Test 
debut against New Zealand at 
Lord’s earlier this month.

But Morgan, speaking ahead 
of the start of England’s three-
match Twenty20 series against 
Sri Lanka in Cardiff on Wednes-
day, was unconcerned about the 
prospect of being drawn into 
the row.

“I don’t really reflect on it a 
lot,” Morgan insisted. “I find if 

I call somebody ‘sir’ on social 
media, or anywhere around the 
world, it’s a sign of admiration 
and respect.”

The 34-year-old Dublin-born 
batsman added: “If that’s taken 
out of context there’s nothing I 
can control or do about it, so I 
haven’t actually looked into it.”

Meanwhile, Morgan said Alex 
Hales’s England exile could yet 
come to an end, with the Not-
tinghamshire batsman having 
been out in the cold since being 
dropped on the eve of the 2019 
World Cup after a positive rec-
reational drugs test.

Ferrari grappling with excessive 
front tyre wear problem
Reuters | Milan

Ferrari ’s  French Grand 
Prix problems showed a 

long-standing weakness with 
front tyre wear has not gone 
away and they need to fix it for 
next season, according to team 
boss Mattia Binotto.

Sunday’s race at Le Castellet 
was the first time Ferrari had 
failed to score this year, with 
Spaniard Carlos Sainz 11th and 
Monegasque Charles Leclerc 
16th.

They had qualified fifth and 
seventh respectively, with Le-
clerc on pole at the two previ-
ous races in Monaco and Azer-
baijan, but Ferrari ended the 
weekend dropping from third 
to fourth overall in the con-
structors’ championship.

“We have not been capable 
of making the tyres work as we 
should have done and I think 
our performance was real-
ly strictly linked to the tyres, 
the way we made them work,” 
Binotto told reporters.

Le Castellet did not host a 
race last year due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic but Binotto said 
hot conditions and high speed 
corners putting a lot of energy 
into the tyres had been a prob-
lem in the past.

“We should have addressed 
it and it’s not yet the case,” said 

Binotto. “Looking at the future 
it’s important for us as a lesson 
learned.”

He said it would take more 
than development of the cur-
rent car to fix the problem, 
however.

“To solve it, I think we need 
to have some hardware change, 
like for example the rims, which 
is not possible for regulations,” 
said the Italian.

“I think it’s more important 
for us to try to understand and 
to address it definitively for 
next year. In the meanwhile I 
think that this issue will happen 

Norwich sign Rashica 
from Werder Bremen

AFP | London

Premier League new boys 
Norwich signed Kosovo 

winger Milot Rashica from 
Werder Bremen in a reported 
£9.4 million ($13 million) deal 
on Tuesday.

Rashica agreed a four-year 
contract to join Norwich after 
Bremen were relegated from 
the Bundesliga.

The 24-year-old is Daniel 
Farke’s first signing since the 
Canaries clinched promotion 
from the Championship.

“I’m really excited to play in 
front of the Norwich fans and 
in the Premier League,” Rashi-
ca told Norwich’s website.

“I know a few things about 
the club, particularly the style 
of play under Daniel Farke. I 
want to continue to learn and 
develop as a player and per-
son and I think that the style 
of play here will suit me very 
well.”

Rashica will help Norwich 
replace Argentine winger Emi 
Buendia, who recently joined 

Aston Villa for £33 million.
Rashica scored 27 goals in 

100 appearances for Bremen 
after joining from Dutch club 
Vitesse Arnhem in 2018.

“Many top clubs have been 
interested in his signature over 
the last seasons and he was 
quite often connected with a 
big money move,” Farke said.

“Milot is a player full of po-
tential. He’s quick and smart 
in his movements, technically 
good and great in finishing and 
assisting goals.

“He’s a player who can do 
something outstanding in the 
offence. We also got the feeling 
from his age, ability, potential 
and personality that he will fit 
in quite well to our group.”
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Al Ahli book GCC semis seat
Bahrain champions defeat Al Nasser of Saudi Arabia 94-84 to punch  

tickets to final four of FIBA Asia Champions Cup Gulf Basketball  
Association Qualifier in Dubai

• American Mike 
Harris and Bahraini 
Hesham Sarhan combine 
for 50 points for Ahli, 
scoring 25 apiece

• Ahli now await semi-
final opponents, which 
will be decided today on 
final day of first round

TDT | Manama

Bahrain champions Al 
Ahli booked their tick-
ets to the semi-finals of 

this year’s FIBA Asia Champions 
Cup Gulf Basketball Association 
Qualifier in Dubai after defeat-
ing Al Nasser of Saudi Arabia 
94-84 yesterday. 

The game was their last of the 
competition’s opening round, 
which they finished with a 2-2 
win-loss record.

The Bahrainis now await 
their opponents in the final 
four, which will be determined 
today. The other teams taking 
to the hardwood are Al Shamal 
of Qatar, Al Kuwait of Kuwait 
and tournament hosts Shabab 
Al Ahli of Dubai.

The semis are scheduled to 
take place tomorrow, with the 
gold and bronze medals games 
the following night.

Nasser had the advantage for 
much of the first half against 
Ahli and took a narrow 49-43 
lead into the locker rooms. But 

in the third period, Ahli began 
to chip away at the deficit before 
taking full control of the contest 
in the final canto.

Ahli’s biggest lead was their 
final winning margin of 10.

American professional Mike 
Harris and star Bahraini guard 
Hesham Sarhan combined for 
50 points for Ahli, scoring 25 
apiece. Harris also took down 17 
rebounds, while Sarhan buried 
five three-pointers in the game, 
as did teammate Hasan Ali.

Subah Hussain chipped in 
with 15 points, while Ahmed 

Alderazi scored 10.
Ahli were missing the services 

yesterday of US import Manny 
Harris, who was among their top 
scorers from their previous games. 

Today is the final day of 
the championship’s opening 
round-robin; Nasser take in Ku-
wait while Shabab Al Ahli face 
Al Shamal.

The FIBA Asia Champions 
Cup, previously known as the 
Asian Basketball Confedera-
tion (ABC) Champions Cup until 
2002, is the Asian club champi-
onship for professional basket-

ball. It is organised by FIBA Asia, 
and takes place once a year.

Last year’s competition was 
postponed due to the pandem-
ic. In 2019, Muharraq repre-
sented Bahrain and were able 
to make it through to the final 
four where they lost to Al Riyadi 
of Beirut. They then bowed to 
Palayesh Naft Abadan of Iran in 
the bronze medal game, and had 
to settle for third place.

Only one Bahraini club has 
ever medalled in the FIBA Asia 
Champions Cup. It was Mana-
ma in 2000, when they won the 
bronze medals.

Brandon Austin top scored 
for Nasser with 32 points while 
Cleanthony Early had 24.

Milot Rashica controls the ball during a match (file photo)

England’s captain Eoin Morgan attends a practice session ahead of a match 
(file photo)

Ferrari team principal Mattia Binotto looks on during a race (file photo)
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I don’t really reflect 
on it a lot. I find if I 
call somebody ‘sir’ 
on social media, or 
anywhere around 

the world, it’s a sign 
of admiration and 

respect. If that’s taken 
out of context there’s 

nothing I can control or 
do about it, so I haven’t 
actually looked into it

EOIN MORGAN

We have not been 
capable of making 

the tyres work as we 
should have done and I 
think our performance 

was really strictly 
linked to the tyres, the 

way we made them 
work

MATTIA BINOTTO

27
goals were scored 

by Milot Rashica in 
100 appearances for 

Werder Bremen

The FIBA Asia Cham-
pions Cup, previously 
known as the Asian 

Basketball Confedera-
tion (ABC) Champions 
Cup until 2002, is the 
Asian club champion-
ship for professional 

basketball. Last year’s 
competition was 

postponed due to the 
pandemic
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 Ahli’s Mike Harris tries to post up against his Nasser defender during their game 
yesterday


