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I’ve never met 
this person in 
my life. She is 

trying to sell a 
new book --that 

should indicate 
her motivation. It 
should be sold in 

the fiction section
DONALD TRUMP

Three dead in central 
Paris fire: rescue services

Paris

Three people died and an-
other was seriously in-

jured in a fire that broke out 
in a building in central Paris in 
the early hours yesterday, fire 
services said.

One of the victims died after 
jumping out of the window of 
the six-storey block of flats 
situated in the 11th district, 
which also housed a restaurant 
and a hammam, a spokesman 
for the fire services said.

The blaze was reported at 
around 5:00 am (0300 GMT) 
and it took nearly four hours 
for 200 firefighters to bring 
it under control, according to 
fire captain Florian Lointier.

The cause of the fire, which 
still wasn’t fully extinguished 
by 10:00 am, is still unknown. 
Prosecutors have already 

opened an investigation.
Lointier said that the layout 

of the building, which dates 
from 1970 and was undergo-
ing repair work on its facade, 
made the rescue operations 
“complicated”.

The heat from the blaze was 
very intense, he added.

A total of 27 people were 
treated for smoke inhalation, 
the rescue services said.

“We were asleep and at 
around 5:00 am, I smelt smoke. 
I opened the window and a fire 
truck was already there,” said 
one witness, Jerome Cariati, 
who lives in an adjacent street.

“There was thick, black 
smoke and a nasty smell. There 
was shouting and a lot of noise. 
The people were standing in 
the street with nothing on 
their feet. They seemed in a 
state of shock.”

Firefighters said that the layout of the building made the rescue operation 
more complicated

US writer says Trump sexually 
assaulted her in mid-1990s
• According to E. 
Jean Carroll, the 
rape occurred 
in either 1995 
or 1996, when 
Trump was a prominent 
real estate developer

Washington

An advice columnist for 
Elle fashion magazine 
said Friday that Donald 

Trump sexually assaulted her 
in the dressing room of a New 
York department store more 
than two decades ago, an accu-
sation swiftly denied by the US 
president.

According to E. Jean Carroll, 
the rape occurred in either 
1995 or 1996, when Trump was 
a prominent real estate devel-
oper and she was a well-known 
magazine writer and host of a 
television show.

The account, revealed in an 
excerpt of Carroll’s latest book 
and published Friday by New 
York magazine, makes her at 
least the 16th woman to have 
accused Trump of sexual mis-
conduct before he became pres-
ident. Trump reacted with a 
statement saying he’d never met 
Carroll, and that the incident 
“never happened.”

Carroll, 75, says she ran into 
Trump at the Bergdorf Good-
man department store in Man-
hattan while they were both 
shopping.She says that in an 
initially friendly encounter, 
Trump asked her for advice on 

buying a piece of lingerie for an 
unnamed woman. Then joking-
ly, they each suggested that the 
other should try it on.

“The moment the dress-
ing-room door is closed, he 
lunges at me, pushes me against 
the wall, hitting my head quite 
badly, and puts his mouth 
against my lips,” Carroll wrote.

Pinning her against the wall, 
Carroll says, Trump proceeded 
to pull down her tights, unzip 
his pants and penetrate her -- 

all while himself fully dressed 
-- until she finally managed to 
push him out and run from the 
dressing room.

Carroll never went to the po-
lice because, she said, she was 
afraid of repercussions.

Carroll wrote that she did 
not come forward sooner be-
cause she was afraid of “re-
ceiving death threats, being 
driven from my home, being 
dismissed, being dragged 
through the mud.”

“Joining the 15 women who’ve 
come forward with credible sto-
ries about how the man grabbed, 
badgered, belittled, mauled, mo-
lested and assaulted them, only 
to see the man turn it around, 
deny, threaten, and attack them, 
never sounded like much fun,” 
she wrote.

Trump shot back that Carroll 
was an attention seeker.

“I’ve never met this person 
in my life. She is trying to sell a 
new book --that should indicate 
her motivation,” he said in a 
statement. “It should be sold in 
the fiction section.”

He also said that New York 
magazine is a “dying publica-
tion” and had tried to “prop it-
self up by peddling fake news.”

 US Journalist E. Jean Carroll  Donald Trump (file)

Nine killed in 
Hawaii twin-engine 
plane crash
Washington

A light aircraft crashed in 
northern Hawaii killing 

nine passengers Friday, au-
thorities said.

The twin engine King Air 
plane went down near an 
airfield on Oahu island’s 
North Shore, according to 
Hawaii’s Department of 
Transport (HDOT).

“ Wi t h  ex t re m e  s a d-
ness HDOT reports there 
were 9 souls on board... 
with no apparent survi-
vors,” it said on its Twitter  
account.

Honolulu Fire Depart-
ment Chief Manuel P. Neves 
confirmed there were no 
survivors. He said the air-
craft was a skydiving plane 
that crashed at 6.30pm 
(0430 GMT) on takeoff, ac-
cording to local news chan-
nel Hawaii Now.

TV footage showed flames 
billowing into the air from 
the wreckage.

According to its website, 
the single-runway Dil-
lingham Airport primarily 
serves commercial glider 
and sky diving operations.

Iran executes ‘defence 
ministry contractor’ 
over spying for CIA

• Zavar’s ex-wife 
was convicted of 
“involvement in 
espionage” and is 
serving a 15-year 
jail sentence

Tehran, Iran

Iran has executed a “defence 
ministry contractor” con-

victed of spying for the US 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
semi-official news agency ISNA 
reported yesterday. 

“The execution sentence 
was carried out for Jalal Haji 
Zavar, a contractor for the 
defence ministry’s aerospace 
organisation who spied for the 
CIA and the American govern-
ment,” ISNA reported, quoting 
the Iranian military.

ISNA said he was convicted 
by Iran’s military court and 
that he was executed, at an 
unspecified time, at the Rajayi 
Shahr prison in the city of Ka-

raj, west of Tehran.
The agency did not say when 

Zavar was arrested, noting 
however that his contract with 
the defence ministry had been 
terminated during the Iranian 
year 1389 (March 2010-2011).

He was identified as a spy by 
the defence ministry’s intelli-
gence unit, ISNA said.

During the investigation the 
suspect “explicitly confessed 
to spying for the CIA” in return 
for money, ISNA said, adding 
that “documents and espio-
nage devices were found at 
his house”.

Zavar’s ex-wife was convict-
ed of “involvement in espio-
nage” and is serving a 15-year 
jail sentence, the agency said.

The report comes days after 
Iran said it had dismantled a 
“new” US spy network in the 
country linked to the CIA.

State news agency IRNA 
said on Tuesday that Tehran 
had carried out the operation 
in cooperation with “foreign 
allies”, without naming any  
state.


